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THE QUADS Digbeth Civic Hall, Birmingh
THE GANGSTERS ke
THE THRILLERS

(opposite Midiand Red Coach Station
2 minutes from New Street Station)

Licensed Bar

Tickets £2 in advance from Town Hall Box Office

Saturday March 22 -
or Virgin Records
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The ‘big three’ colleges are the
two universities, Birmingham
and Aston, and Birmingham
Polytechnic. They all have one
significant problem they are
unable to admit non-students at
random as they all have club
licences, which in theory mean
that only members of the club., ie
students, are allowed to drink in
their bars. | |

However. there are ways and
means of getting into gigs at these

three colleges for those of you

who don’t possess NUS cards. At
Aston University (the Guild of
Students is at Gosta Green B4)
holders of university identifica-
tion cards and/or NUS cards
from Aston itself or from other
colleges may take three guests
each into concerts. Technically
these have to be ‘bona fide’
guests, ie people that the student
actually knows and not someone
that he/she met outside the union
building. The Guild staff tend to
get a little stroppy about people
hanging around for any length of
time outside the union, but it is
normally an easy job to find
students in local pubs such as the
‘Pot of Beer’ in Lister Street who
are happy to sign non-students
into gigs. This signing-in process
involves the student signing a
form saying that he/she will-be
responsible for the conduct and
behaviour of his guests. and each
guest has to keep a section of this
form so that he can, if necessary.
prove that he has been signed-in.

Kansas

Giant

Kansas City jazzer Claude “The Fiddler’ Williams is
set to make his first headlining tour through the UK &

The same regulations apply at
Birmingham University, where
gigs are held at their Union
building in university Road
Edgbaston. As at Aston anyone
going to a gig will probably be
asked to produce a - student
identity card, if you can’t do so
then someone has to sign you in.

RUPERT

| METCALF
REPORTS

Birmingham Polytechnic has
several sites, but they normally
stage gigs at one of their buildings
In Westbourne Road.
Edgbaston.  Unlike the two
universities who try to concen-
trate  on = nationally - known

touring bands, the Poly places

emphasis on up and coming local
bands for their concerts, the type
of band that would normally only
get support stints at the univer-
sities. The Poly also has a club
licence. but it tends to be easier
for'non-students to gain entry to
their gigs than to either of the
universities. They may only be
particularly strict about enforc-
ing the entry regulations when
they have groups that could

attract ‘undesirables’, such as
British Movement thugs.
Poly  entertainment  and

recreation officer. Maz Woolley.
told me that some of his most

Europe during March. An unbelievable 72 years old,

Claude was the _original Count Basie

guitar man,

quitting in 1936 to concentrate on violin.

He featured with some of the hoss territory bands from the late 20’s

onwards but really came to notice with Andy Kirk’s Clouds Of Joy.

Claude was brought up in Kansas City jam session era where he had
to learn to play “rough, tough but loud’ to compete with the army of
robust horn players who inhabited KC at that time — headed by such

‘luminaries as Lester Young, Coleman Hawkins, Roy Eldridge,

Charlie Parker et al.

He avoided international fame by refusing to move out of Kansas
City, where he is probably the city’s best-loved citizen. For years he
has featured with the Jay McShann Band working out of KC and is
still regarded as Numero Uno in the city’s jam sessions. He’s also
rated pretty highly in the pool rooms and card schools. "

. Visiting the UK with the Jay McShann Band last summer, Claude
picked up press plaudits at the Capital Jazz Festival . . . “Claude
Williams produces the most immaculate swing fiddle I've ever
heard” (Dave Gelly, THE OBSERVER). . . “Claude Williams once
he got the bit between those gold teeth -didn’t half swing”’ (Black

Music).

This tour is to promote his upcoming Big Bear album “Claude
Williams Kansas City Giants” (BEAR 25) recorded in Kansas City

last summer with his own band.

Back-up band on the tour is the Diz Disley outfit, and dates so far

sevare.:....

Ilford March 13, Birmingham
Universiey 14, Bath 16, Clapham
20, Kilgetty 21, Carmel 22,
Oldham 23, Bourne End 25,
London 26 & 27, Glasgow 30,

Hollywood
Sound Hire

0217452194
PASYSTEMS TO
6K
x 24 x 16 CHANNEL
MIXERS |
F/BACKTO 2K
ONE NIGHTERS
TOURS
ROAD CREW
MERCEDES 407D
TRUCK
For all PA
~ requirements,
hire, sales, flight
cases.....
RING JOHN

LB E. . T W, W W W W W e W W 8 O Wm om

Southampton April 17, Great
Chesterfield 2, Manchester 27.
Claude also plays BBC TV
Saturday Night At The Mill on
April 26th.

successful gigs have featured top

local bands, such as the Quads

and also the Selecter and the
Beat, who played together at one
of the first Poly gigs of the
academic year last October. Maz
s fully aware of a major problem
facing college social secretaries -
many bands object to playing
venues at which the general
public are not automatically
admitted. He criticised the
hypocrisy of bands who agree to
play college concerts and then get
up on stage and slag off students;
vou could argue that such bands
are only in it for the money. he
comments.

So you can gain entry to
college gigs if you are not a
student, although in some cases

you may have to use a bit of |

initiative. Finding out about what
gigs are on at colleges may not be
so easy. Because of the entry
regulations they are not generally
publicised in the city, posters are
only to be seen around the
college buildings. sites and
campuses. You won't find

student union events advertised

in the Evening Mail. but vou will
find some of them in the national
music press gig guides. who are
informed of gigs by record
company press offices and tour
agencies. Apart from this. details
of college concerts. especially
those featuring local bands. tend
to spread by word of mouth

1

EERLyon hecqwneswrpoular

reader of Brum Beat. T

March
Mondays THE GANGSTERS
Tuesdays CROMO
Thursdays CHEVY
Friday 14/21 GRACE
Saturday 1 ANDY LLOYD +

THE WEDGE +

‘RIALTO HORNS |
Saturday 8 RIALTO HORNS
(T.B.C.)

" HIGH ST. DIGBETH
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Quads!

The Quads who recently charted nationally with ‘There Must Be Thousands’ and are
currently promoting their single ‘There’s Never Been A Night’ suddenly find their
signatures much in demand by overseas record companies.

Through their world-wide deal with Big Bear Records they recently pacted with EMI |
(Scandinavia, Spain, Italy), Pathe Marconi (France), Capitol (America). Intercord
(Germany and Austria), BB Records (Switzerland),
(Australia and New Zealand).

Toshiba (Japan) and RCA

Pictured in the remote outback of Dudley Zoo dangling their Koolabarsin a convenient
billabong are Jim Doherty and brothers Johnny Josh and Jack Jones with RCA
Australia’s head of A & R Willoughby Wallaby and Sue Keeper (zoo keeper. get it?

dreadful - Ed) signing the Quads recording commitment to RCA.

March

Fridays

7'Psychedenc
Furs

14 Preying Mantis

21 Dead Ringer

28 Magnum

(10 till 2)

afayette

ENTER THE .

DRAGON

Last month a new venue began to set alight Shakespeare
country. January may be the cruellest month for starting
a weekly folk/blues club. but organiser. Dave Tickle has
ploughed into the rural scene with a well attended.
informal  gig at the Green Dragon. Arden -Street.

Stratford-on-Avon.

00
Goes
Live

opens in March with the adoption
of a new late night Tuesday policy

at The Holy City Zoo - the niterie .

owned by £1m footy star Andy

Gray.

Co-owner Pete Warren has
inaugurated a local band policy
kicking off with Ska Nouveau
specialists The Gangsters (March
11) followed by Dexy’s Midnight
Runners (18) Duran Duran (25)
Au Pairs (April 1) UB 40 (8)
Fashion (15) and Pinkies (22).

Thornley St
Wolverhampton

Sundays
2 Vapors
9 Circles
16 Squire
23 Brum Beat:
Quads,Gang-
sters, Thrillers.
30 U.B. 40
(8 till 12)

Everv  Thursdav sees -an
opportunity for musicians of
every stvlistic persuasion to have
a thrash in the warm atmosphere
of a pub/hetel well-known for its
musical variety.

[.andlord. Jack Jones (no rel-
ation). a recognised musician and
fervent” - jazzman at  heart.
promotes nightly live music
which covers the whole musical
spectrum for jagz to rock and folk
to blues and back. All in all the
kind of publican who's worth his
weight in gold to both musicians
and punters alike. '

Apart from the regular music-
lans’ nights. when all and sundry
are welcome to show up and
pertorm. specific acts are booked
fortnightlv as something of a
showcase for local talent. Recent
performers have included Jim
Cleary. Dave Carroll (ex-Steve
Gibbons Band). Chris  Rust.
Frank Crow. Pete Mason and a
host of sparkling lesser known
practioners of good music.

Dave Tickle himself is late of
‘Special Clinic’. the Brum based
band which wound up last
autumn. He confesses that he’s
never been sure whether fronting
an electric rock band or banging
away at an accoustic beano is the
thing. but insists that more joints
are needed where any musician.
from whatever musical

without the minimum electric
supplement of the house P.A.
This gig. as Dave Tickle is keen
to point out, is not really the
place for the ear-plugging folksy
(although he certainly wouldn’t
be turned away) — it's more a
platform for the wide range of
talents that defy easy pige
holing in terms of folk and ’
What 1s needed is a ne
ition for this kind of g’
time being, don’t
‘Green Dragon’.”

» 4

back-
ground, can do a set with or
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have observed The Beat have come in for some heavy
criticism of recent weeks. Whether or not this is
justified we are unable to hazard a guess so we figured
it fair to offer The Beat as much space in Brum Beat
as they required to put their side of the story.
Co-manager Mike Hancock thought this a pretty
groovy idea, but when we phoned to chase up copy we
encountered his better half John Mostyn whose
previous triumph was as Brent Ford of The Nylons, a
musically bankrupt orchestra who went to extra-
ordinary lengths to prove that you couldn’t fool any of
the people any of the time. He had a most interesting
press statement for us - ‘We’ve got a record company
called Brum Beat Records - we distribute ourselves -
and you can’t use the name’. We pointed out that we
are marketing 40 x 27 cm rectangular pieces of paper
whereas his name covered 7in and 12in circular pieces
of plastic and therefore little confusion could be
anticipated. ‘Anyway’, we said, ‘we’ve never heard of
Brum Beat Records’ - a sentiment backed up by
phone calls to several Birmingham record stores
(well, if they don’t know....). Impressario John

ones& Crossland Lid

Mostyn then pointed out that he was ‘going to put an
injunction on you and prevent you using the name’.
We let him cool for 5 minutes and rang back to at
least ask for the piece on The Beat (we had rather
strayed from the main topic) but Mostyn wouldn’t
listen..."We’ve nothing to say to you until we’ve
spoken to our legal advisors’ he said, then hung up the
phone. Well, we’re still waiting, John. In the mean-
time, if The Beat want to put their point of view, give
us a ring or drop us a line, lads - we’ll still carry 1it.

6 Smallbrook Queensway, Birmingham, B5 4EN Tel 021-643 4655/6/7

Birminghams sole agents for EUSTDM SOLNE

Barclaycard/Access/American Express.

any hurt 1c.

HOME
FRONT

By MIKE DAVIES ,

It may seem a strange way of starting off a column in the
first issue of a magazine dedicated to the propagation of
Birmingham music but I must say that there are probably
more cons than pros in establishing a strong regional
identity for a brand of music, and please note that I don’t
say following. This is not to say that I’m not fiercely
enthusiastic over the local scene but that’s because I live
here and I don’t delude myself that were I to be a native of
Liverpool I’d be equally vocal about the merits of the
considerable number of bands from that town who are
finding it just as hard to make an impression on the

business.

There is always the danger of becoming too enwrapped in a local
scene that one tends to try and forget that, unfortunately or otherwise,
the focal point of the industry is London. What one must try and do is to
draw attention to your area rather than cut off your area from the rest
of the country. Isolation does not make for good chart positions.

Of course it’s very much the fault of London that bands from outside
the Capital are regarded as some sort of mutant animal surviving under
horrendous conditions and that it’s some act of mercy and human
kindness to rescue them from the cold environs of their native soil and
warm them in the bosom of the heart of the nation, but this doesn’t
negate the fact that this is the situation that one faces. One reason why
Mean Street Dealers... then Hooker... shied clear of being called a
Birmingham band ws that they didn’t want to find themselves labelled
and tagged to one area of the country as far as London was concerned.

While drawing the attention of London away from its own circuit one
must always bear in mind that it’s that circuit for which one is aiming if
one hopes to break into the big time. This, of course, doesn’t and
shouldn’t stop local bands from forcing attention upon themselves in
their home territory.

But assuming that an A&R man does decide to drag himself out into
the wilds it’s an odds on chance that he’s only going to see you once and
if you Yrappen To have a bad night he’s not going to make the trip again
whereas he’d tgg/mer’é'—likely to give you a second chance if you’re on his
doorstep:-So, it does profit you to be able to create a strong local
interest.

—

HOT -BED

The problem of course is how to communicate that to London. None
of the major rock papers now have a stringer operating in Birmingham
and while I do write for Musicians Only I don’t see that as exactly
swaying the opinions of the record companies in the same way that the
others created an awareness of the scenes in Manchester and Liverpool
over recent years. So one has to rely upon the local media for exposure
and hope that this eventually creates sufficient waves to reach down
South.

The Mail however rarely carries either reviews or articles on local
acts and while the Sandwell edition is much better in this respect its
influence is markedly less. Other local papers tend to either concentrate

 on national talent or ignore music altogether. Hopefully this is where

Brumbeat comes into action.

Radio too is limited in the sort of exposure it can give and although
both BRMB and Radio Birmingham do give active support to local acts
their influence can only be local. So we’re back to the insular problem
whereby one is building a healthy local scene but not being able to make
that scene heard and felt where it counts in terms of the business.

Over recent months the London press has seized upon Coventry as
the home of the ska revival with the Two Tone label but unfortunately it
seems that both press and the industry are going to follow the usual
pattern in regard to this. The press will and are building the impression
that only ska music comes from Coventry in much the same way that
Birmingham has been tagged as a heavy metal city since the days when
Led Zeppelin first keranged through a few chords. This is of course
patently ridiculous but there again it doesn’t make for good copy.

Coventry isn’t exactly a hot-bed of musical activity but to label it as a
ska city is to make matters even worse and such fine bands as Reluctant
Stereotypes will find themselves passed over simply because they don’t
play the brand of music that should be associated with that area. Record
companies tend to pick up on this ‘regional breakout’ and indulge in a
sort of musical strip-mining, signing up everything that moves inthat
area simply because it’s the current hot-bed. Mark how everyone had to
have a Manchester band, and Edinburgh band and more recently an act
from either Dublin or Belfast.

One recent EMI A&R man visiting this city had come up solely to see
what ska bands there were about. Point taken. Of course once an area s
no longer fasionable it is deemed to be dead as far as the companies are
concerned no matter how many superier bands emerge in the wake of
those already signed. So regional breakouts may be find for those in the
action but it’s murder for their successors.

FASHION CREST

Creating a following is naturally enough essential when it comes to
staging a regional breakout because if the London boys don’t think you
can do it on-home turf they’re generally damned certain you’re not
going to crack the rest of the country.

This of course poses problems when you have a vociferously apathetic
audience, which as far as constant support of a generic style of music in
Birmingham goes is virtually non-existent with the sole exception of the
heavy metal bands, at least their fans will sample a wide variety of
offerings rather than give up at first taste. |

If Birmingham is in any way a heavy metal city it’s the fans that make
it not the bands.

There’s a wide variety of musical styles being played in the city but it
tends to be only the heavy rock that draws the regular attention of the
punters. All those who rode along on the fashion crest when new wave
was at its dynamic best seem somewhat reluctant to go out and check
anything new. The consequence being of course that many potentially
excellent new bands who are trying out new ideas find it disheartening
and ultimately disbanding playing to houses where the only people

- present are the souncrew and even they’re playing on the pinball

machine.
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Which brings me round to the present state of affairs when several

O | .
bands from Binningham are currently makmg an impression on a ? U |
national level with the result that even London is finding it hard to | —
ignore the fact that there’s something happening up here.

We’ve always had a strong local scene, now’s the chance to make that

i

felt on a national level and shake off that air of inferiority that’s been

bestowed on the City, blit for God’s sake don’t throw it all away by |NSTANT CASH P AlD SATURDAY LUNCHTIMES

thinking that making it here automatically means making it full stop FO R ' 1 SI LM A RRIL L ION

and to those of you that complain about having nothing to do get up off |

your backsides and support the lf)cal bands... if you don’t see them now - ALL GROUP GEAR 8 O UT 1

you won’t be able to crow about it later. SPECIALISING IN |
And don’t just pat yourself on the shoulder and congratulate yourself |

on your good taste, make your voice heard. Write to the Birmingham }: P | 1 5 CERBERUS ]

Mail demanding more local coverage, write to the rock press and bring G U ITARS! AM PL' |CAT|0N/ A 2 2 N O F AITH |

our bands to their attention. You can’t be spoonfed all your life, it’s EQU'PMENT, DRUMS, 1

about time you started helping out yourself. | | | 1
And if you complain that Robin Valk tends to play a lot of heavy rock KEYBOAR DS & Ll G HT 2 9 WICKE D S I STER !

have you ever thought it might be because you haven’t written in asking | 41

e i eiiadom EQUIPMENT, ETC WEDNESDAY EVENINGS ;
That’s the sort of attitude that makes a local scene into a regional ' ; ' : - | :

e syt oo 5 QUARTZ +

Do it today, tomorrow might be the turn of Wilmslow and just think |

what sort of field day the papers would have with that .......... ‘ Phone or Call 1 2 H OI P OLLOI 1

32 Broad Street 19 ERIC BELL BAND

* MIDLAND TOP 30 * g gt ol 26 CHICKEN SHACK

|
|
1
SINGLES |
i

E i s BN s g i e Blondie Queens Road _ i

2 So Good To Be Back Home Again (10) .. Tourists ~

3 And The Beat GoesOn (2) ............ Whispers Nuneaton S g e tams o v it e i ‘1

4 Tgo MuchTooYoung(4) .............. Specials " gﬂ?’ r ‘[:)l}ADh::)elﬁ I;H : PRESENTS AT:— ;

5 | Can’t Stand Up For Falling Down (9) on. Jr AD e

Bt s B T Tl Wed 12th SQUIRE BIRMINGHAI\/I TOP RANK

ake Ihat Loo our Face (1 .. Marti We

6 Hands Off - She’s Mine (48) ........... The Beat Tues 4th PHOTOS ' |

8 CaptainBeaky(5) ................KeithMichell | B M:m 17"‘ THE CROOKS

PCaT ) i Cliff Richard | BB~ 'z 10th MO- DETTES |
10 Together We Are Beautiful (23) ..... Fern Kinney Mon 24th SLAUG HTER ANDTHE i
11 Coward Of The County (1) ....... Kenny Rogers DOGS |

- 12 Games Without Frontiers (25) ... .. Peter Gabriel | ‘
13 Three MinuteHero(21) ............... Selecter ('I_'I_t;‘ees g 5“:’ . Brl:‘M GB EAT TOUR {
14 Alabama Song (-) ...... S Loy T David Bowie uads, € an95ters & |
15BabyllLoveYou(@8) ................. Ramones The Th I'I"el'S)
16 RidersInTheSky(16) ............... Shadows sundays i
17AtTheEdge(28) ............. Stiff Little Fingers MOD’S M USIC 1
P Y g e e e Jefferson Starship To Beat Your Feet |
19 Rock WithYou (12) ............ Michael Jackson 2 - :
20 RunningFree(46) ................. Iron Maiden T;Y g ;3 : 9783(3:!? ‘Id S CLUB
SERMMIONL-) o5 Ty R Skids . N
21 Where’s CaptainKirk (<) ........... Spizz Energi 11
23 AllNightLong(30) ................... Rainbow
e mavitn TalkiB2) .. . . g R Jocko Ry *: 1
24 |Hear YouNow (13) ............. Jon & Vangelis j
26 Living In The Plastic Age(18) .......... Buggles s |
e T e S R e et Gibson Brothers . x ‘
28 WoollyBully(-) . .............. .. The Gangsters | \[ 4 :

IUNArpaes{33) . ...- i Ly John Foxx E m H @ EL ’ X TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM CYCLOPS
30 Nantucket Sleighride(-) ................ Quartz - [\_' e AND TOP RANK BOX OFFICE:
b N TEL. 236 3226
(* Figures in brackets denote National Chart placings) SRST% ’-ﬂ"" _‘_ﬁ'ﬂ *
ALBUMS .; A \ X
1 Get Happy (2) Elvis Costello re ‘ ¥ Jd g
....... ME AN %

2 To? Much l?ressure L) Bre i s e e B Selegter * The Best Cﬁgcoal :rmgdlﬁrﬂcm Style : — | 1

3StringOfHits(3) .................... Shadows | * Hamburgers/Steaks in Town. =2 - |

4Pretenders(4) ..................... Pretenders | House Speciality: Barbecued Spare Ribs x ‘

DRDOEINISLIN) - .. ... il s Specials | » Open till midnight every night 1 a.m. Friday X f

gg?':"rn:‘le cV)Vn ﬁ ?gnday s s E WET * A Great Venue f;rs :tltl/lrgaalyBefore or After. x DiS&ppOil’lted With ){Ollr ‘

ewWah{la) .. ... .. - ... Mlghael Jackson % * last recordmg? i
8.Small Creeps RDay(13) i ..o Mike Rutherford TEL: 021 643 3650 and try somethin ;

9 PermanentWaves(16) .................. Rush | *  .different ® CANNON ST B’HA x Try my 16 track! 1
10'mTheMan(14) .................. Joe Jackson »* x Honest to goodness master quality 16 track | 1
11 Metal ForMuthas(22) ................. Various | %% % v % % % % % % % % % % % ¥ ||| recording for demo, singles or albums. all
2Ky @®) i Kenny Rogers ‘ in homely a}:mgfphere, ;ackgd by years of 1
13TheLastDance(1) .................... Various experience in the recording business.

14 Short Stories(6) ................ Jon & Vangelis DAND JISL TORY/REGITER | Plus disc cutting in super stereo from your |
1SLlondonCalling(32) ..................... Clash Brum Beat intends to compile and publish a | own tapes. One off acetates or masters for
160One StepBeyond (7) ................. Madness comprehensive listing of Midlands based bands as a ﬁ‘ pressing Album sleeve design too.
16 Outlandos D’ Amour(30) ................ Police permanent source of reference. Listing is absolutely h Ri .
18 RegattadeBlanc(11) ................... Police | | FREE — send NOW the following details: | Aigg. PRESSYLERE On
: | : : ridge 56546
19 Metamatic(23) ......... g A S John Foxx Name/Musical style/Members’ names and l Phil D Gi
O WMEN) - .. .o oo Pink Floyd instrumentation/Contact  address &  phone | el i gl el
: ; e Recordings, Portland
21 Flying Lizards(70) ............... Flying Lizards number/When formed/Management, Agency or | Road, Aldridge
22 Rock And Roll Juvenile (37) ....... Cliff Richard Recording Deals etc. _ | ; ; = ;""’—j‘
23EatToTheBeat(33) ................... Blondie e T R
24 Victims Of The PIYARS) - Robin Trower e
25Conquest(s). ... . ..:.... ... Uriah Heep |
25 Catching The Sun (51) .............. Spyro gyra The above Charts are WIrr'“q F rid_ay 28tk "
27 A Hitch Hikers Guide _To The Galaxy (-) compiled from figures Brum Beat with T¥~
Douglas Adams supplied to BRUM THY
28 The Fine Art Of Surfacing (26) .. Boomtown Rats BEAT by a cross- 3 S'qd'"m & TH
gg ls-flr(')ggil;:g S Deaclj H:rse ) R Sex F_:_istoIE section of leading B L adeenc T |
eep FarminginBarnet(-) ............. oya i . . i35
P g (-) y Midland Record Stores ‘ PETERBOROUGH St Andy s IS Do '
(* Figures in brackets denote National Chart placings) | - —. i e i S
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THEATRE

NEW STREET
BIRMINGHAM B2 4NU

021-643 610]

Friday 7 March at 7.30 pm
Straight Music presents

- APRIL WINE
ANGEL WITCH

SLEDGEHAMMER

£250 £2 £1.50
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Saturday 8 March at 7.30pm
M.C.P. presents

SQUEEZE

Special Guest
WRECKLESS ERIC

£ 2250 . B2

Sunday 9 March at 7.30pm
Outlaw and Phil Mcintyre present

GILLAN

Plus Special Guests
£3 2% 2

Thursday 13 March'at 7.30pm
M.C.P. presents

NAZARETH

Special Guests SAXON
£325 €275 £2.95 Fearing they might be allowing
a bandwagon to pass them by - a
cardinal sin for a major record
Friday 14 March at 7.30pm | Fe hs :
Outlaw Artists present company - in nipped Decca in

January 1964 and inked Carl &
The Cheetahs (again! Ma Regan,
how did you do it?), The Blue

stars, The Kavern Four, Johnny

STIFF LITTLE
FINGERS

Plus Support
£3 £2.50 £2

Wednesday & Thursday 26/27 March at 7.30pm
M.C.P. presents

JUDAS PRIEST

B
S

Hottest news of the month in February 1964 - that earlier era of
Brumbeat mania - was that yet another major London record
company Dial Records (who?) swooping on the city and signing
up everything that moved. Unfortunately for Dial they came a
poor third behind EMI and Decca, neither of whom did any
good with their releases - so the Dial release had all the impact of

a feather hitting concrete.
Yet another quick-buck merchant dit the dust. They didn’t even have
| the grace to settle our Jim’s £15 photography bill - David Gooch are you

out there? (Probably a star of the used car business by now).

Some technical data to bore you - just to show off the
depth of our research. The first foray was by EMI staffer
Norrie Paramor (on behalf of their since-demised
Columbia label) who liaised with notorious ' local
promoter Ma Regan in November 1963 and got
lumbered with Danny King & The Royals, Keith Powell
& The Valets, Carl & The Cheetahs, Mike Sheridan &
The Nightriders, and Pat Wayne & The Beachcombers.

o

® TOP:
THE DIAL GANG

@ FAR RIGHT:
THE EMI EXPRESS

& The Alpines and The New
Cyclones - all destined to become
household names!

Reckoning to counter quality

with sheer quantity Dial signed .

no less than 14 bands. Are you

Frankie Williams & The High
Cards, Fortunes, Mark Stuart &
The Crestas, Grasshoppers, Two
Corvettes, Johnny Shane & The
Solitaires, Congressmen, Roy
Everett & The Climbers, Rene-
gades and Carl Denning & The

have been something of a whizz-

int

kid as he claimed to have tin
auditioned more than 30 groups  alc
in two days, though he seems to ~ We
have been rather mean with  the
studio time, recording the entire ~ mg
album in less than S days. ch

ready for this? The Senators,

Crescendos. Shakes. Sinners, Cimarrons. David Gooch must

Chelro Bt-R

JUST LIKE SAATCHI + SAATCHI
— BUT DIFFERENT! °

HEAPO CAN HANDLE ALL

PHER IT'S A NEW BAND, A
TOUK, OR JUST A ONE-OFF GIG, WE CAN DO ALL YOUR

MORE.

FROM POSTERS, TEE-

70 BACKDROPS, RECORD COVERS,
WE ARE AILMOST ALWAYS
CHEAPEE, OFTEN HETTER, AND USUALLY QUICKER.

PROMOTION AND

- TF WE ARE NOT THE BEST

SERVICE: IS FREE, SO ALL YOU GOTTA DO IS CALL

W|th Guests |RON MAIDEN WHATEVER YOUR HUDGET,
YOUIt PROMOTION NEEDS. WHET
£3.75 £3.25 £2.75 £2.25
DESIGN AND PHINT WORK AND
SHIRTS & BADGES
; PHOTOGRAPHY OR VIDEOS.
Friday 28 March at 7.30pm g
M.C.P. presents WHEN YOU ARE THINKING ABOUT
PUBLICITY PHONE US FIRST
S AD C AFE PEOPLE FOR YOUR PARTICULAR JOB WE'LL TELL YOU WHO
IS. REMEMBER FOR POSTERS AND TEE-SHIRTS OUR DESIGN
Plus Support
£3 £2.50 £2 - WOLVERHAMPTON E_ &142 st
Saturday 29 March at 7.30pm

PA.HIRE

OMEGA

SOUND SYSTEMS

M.C.P. presents

PAT TRAVERS
Special Guests GIRL

e B e BUSINESS”

SAMMY HAGAR FLEAR
with

£2.50 £2 3KW FOLDBACK

24 into 4 Main Desk

20 into 8 Foldback
| Desk

Booking Office Open TL%%F:(?N&G

10.30am-8pm Mon-Sat '

LONDON &

BIRMINGHAM
Tel:

LICHFIELD
53284

Postal bookings are accepted, but are dealt with after
personal applicants. Please make cheques and PO’s
payable to ‘ODEON BIRMINGHAM’ and show name of

concert on envelope.

SAE WITH POSTAL BOOKINGS PLEASE

th Y
any hurt ..

7
€L
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>
Smallbrook, Queensway, Birmingham. Tel: 021 643 6696

g,
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3 \.[TWIN SCENE DISCO

March

3 Sledghammer
20 Dead Ringer
17 Chevy & Handsome Beasts
24 Preying Mantis
31 Cryer

Admission £1
No dress restrictions

Half price with this ad.

To get 14 groups’ equipment

Each issue Brumbeat will
be taking a ramble through
the current news on the
local scene looking at
recording plans and
checking out the latest
releases from the area,
kicking off with ‘Too Much
Pressure’ by Selecter, their
debut Two Tone album
and certainly one that’s
musically more satisfying
than the specials if not as
strong in the actual con-

tent.

Still don’t rate ‘Three Minute
Hero’ as a single and I'm sur-
prised not to find ‘On My Radio’
included, but their infectious
version of ‘Carry Go Bring
Come’ seems a strong contender
for the next outing on 7in. -
Pauline is in top form and the
whole band play with verve and
skill but I still find the whole
concept somewhat musically
restricting, especilly for a band of
their obvious talents.

However ‘Murder’, ‘Street
Feeling and ‘My Colhe’
epitomise the whole feel of what
the band are about in terms of
enjoyment so skank while the
skankings good.

Sticking with Two Tone,
reports say that the Specials will
be returning to Horizon Studios
having given both London and
Elvis the Big E for their next
album. A wise move. Reluctant
stereotypes, who hail from
Coventry’s concrete cataeombs,
have also been busy at Horizon,
who will be putting out their next
single on their own label. The
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1 studio and set up in that
is pretty good going, let
- getting them recorded as
Maybe this was reflected in
etail price of the album - a

19 7d (98p to you
en).

50 recording at that time

- Davies,
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 Avengers, Applejacks, Moun-

tain Kings, Dave Lacey & The
Corvettes, The Plazents, Mair
Tony Kaye & The
Huckleberries, Rockin’ Berries,
and The Marauders - all on

Decca (with A & R decisions like
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that how come it took Decca until
1980 to go out of business?).
Tragic footnote is that Denny
Laine (yes, THAT Denny Laine)
& The Diplomats got stranded in
France and therefore missed out

on getting a Dial contract - they
had to make do with an EMI deal

tereotypes are a profoundly
ood band who frequently
emind me of a cross between
oft Machine, Frank Zappa and
e Albertos but the new single 1s
pparently in the ska mould but
rith clarinet dominating. Acker
ilk what say you?

Still over 1n  Coventry,
luneaton-based outfit The
\idda Band have had a name
hange to Kicks and a new single,
get Off The Telephone’
eleased on Carrere. One of my
avourite bands, they’ve
mproved tremendously as a live
ct over recent months and Alan
lammond’s songs never falter in
heir direct commerciality and
nstant lyrics. That said, I'm not
onvinced about the choice of
ingle, having heard the demo
apes I'd have personally gone
or either ‘Girl Said No’ or the
tand-out ‘Don’t She Look
‘Ab’.

The Thrillers, an Insh three-
yiece from Birmingham have a
yrain-rattling single due out on
3ig Bear shortly and having
reard the tapes it seems like the
abel’s got another future head-

iner on it’s books. Three tracks
on the demo have got my stylus

salivating for the vinyl, with the
strongest  contender  being
Straight Time’, a mesmerising
white reggae number with
synthesiser undercurrent that 1s
rthythmically closer to the
authenticity of UB40, than the
more diluted style of Police, yet
with that haunting and laid back
vocal restraint that Sting has
developed, but delivered with
less effort and anger.

“I ' Love Me’ is less reggae-fied
but nonetheless subtle, with

offered the following month.

THE
GROOVER

Mike Davies

unexpected and nagging synth
codas and a chirrupy chorus that

is ‘commercial without being,

crass. Final cut is ‘Break Out’,
which again takes a fairly
authentic reggae rhythm and
injects a restrained aggressive
vocal to create a final sound that,
oddly enough, sounds like a
fusion of Police, Tapper Zukie
and Dansette Damage, yet
transcending all of them. I look
forward to hearing more and
seeing them live as soon as
possible.

Still in Birmingham and news
that Dexy’s new single will be
stage favourite ‘Geno’ if it’s not
already in the shops. Diamond-
head look set to be the next big
heavy metal band from Birming-
ham with plenty of press cover-
age already and a potential single
hit with ‘Shoot Out The Lights’.

Another set of hard rockers to
keep an eye on are Overdrive
(formerly LA) of whom more
later. Money = have
completed the recording of their
second album are are currently
discussing plans for release with
several labels; live versions of the
songs suggest it could be a
stunner. Ricky Cool is currently
in the studios working on new
material and watch out for his
return to the scene shortly. New
singles from The Beat, Dangerous
Girls and Gangsters curently
getting exposure. The Beat's

almost |

‘Hands Off - She’s Mine’ on their
own Go Feet label 1s almost
certainly a top 3 hit and infinitely
better than ‘tears of A Clown’ ....
which I’'m sure will give Mr
Mostyn a warm grin of self-
satisfaction to have me say that.
Dangerous Girls continue to
improve and still baffle observers
with their fusion of new wave and
heavy metal but the Taaga EP
continues to sell well and ‘Jump
Up And Down’ is ace stuff and a
damn fine band too.

The Gangsters revamp ‘Woolly
Bully’, the old Sam the Sham hit,
with a ska treatment that could
take off. Which reminds me to
mention that Swinging Cats who
appeared recently on ‘Look!
Hear!’, doing their own ska stuff
are alrady being given close
scrutiny by a couple of major
labels. Talking of which RCA
have just signed up Jackie
Sanchez, the lady who provides
back-up vocals for Ferrari, and
her debut single, a country rock
number_a la Charlie Dore, titled
‘Gunfighters’ i1s set for mid-
March release. The B side 1s a
gutsy rocker called ‘Get Down'’.

Staying with current releases
for a while and shifting over
towards the Black Country,
Wolverhampton’s CCMann have
a killer Bowiesque single, ‘1980’,
out on the Movement 24 label
and are picking up plenty of
airplay interest. Their previous
‘Shotting Star’ single and the flip
of this readily indicate that this 1s
an act with a lot of chart poten-
tial, which should allow Ben
Holland, who writes them, to
pack in his truck job and concen-
trate full-time on being a hit. A
name to watch out for.
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BRUM BEAT
REVISITED

Bright Eyes are set to
announce a major recording deal
and advance demo tapes taken
from their BRMB sessions and
those done at Island studios are
excellent. Imagine a mixture of
Fairport, the Byrds. Costello and
the Rats and you’re part the way
there. ‘Taking My Time’ and
‘Not That Kind Of Girl’ are both
excellent gravelly rockers with
violin employed to perfection.
something rarely mastered iIn
rock singles with the exceptions
of ‘Ultravox’ and the Doctors of
Madness; while ‘Casablanca’ 1s
out and out chart commerciality.
Big time soon and Bright Eyes
shining all round.

Dansette Damage also have a

new single out, this time via Big
and Shoestring through Pinnacle
and pairing two tracks recorded
some while back 2001%
Approximately’ - a Bowie salute -
and ‘It Must Be Love’ which is a
soul swinging number with plenty
of the current hit ingredients
‘delivered by a powerful female
duet over a full belting rhythm.
Foresight indeed.

Orphan have undergone major
changes in the wake of their
‘Little Mother’ single and further
news should be in for next issue.
A Mental Block are starting to gig
in the area and. I look forward to
seeing them soon. What are the
Wide Boys doing. incidentally.
because the tapes I've got
deserve far more than the

obscurity they appear to be

currently - wallowing in. All of
which winds up this scout around
so keep the news coming in and
I'll update and prognosticate In
the next issue.
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- LIGHY
& SOUND

DESIGN

021 622 1329

DESIGN, MANUFACTURE,
SALES AND HIRE OF
LIGHTING SYSTEMS

& EQUIPMENT

5, Kent House,

Gooch Street North
Birmingham B5 6QF.

@ ’ ' : =
AT LONG LAST A LATE NIGHT VENUE
FOR LOCAL BANDS IN BIRMINGHAM

LIVE MUSIC
AT THE ZOO

EVERY TUESDAY, STARTING
March 11 ‘GANGSTERS

Birmingham'’s latest Ska/Blue
Beat Band. Admission £1.00

March 18 DEX’S MIDNIGHT
RUNNERS

End of national Tour party
Admission £2.00

DURAN—DURAN
Admission £1.00

AU PAIRS
Admission £1.00

BANDS APPEARING IN APRIL will include
U.B.40 - Fashion - Pinkies

Sounds every Tuesday by SHOOP ’

HOLY CITY ZOO - WATER ST,
—~ BIRMINGHAM 021-236 2173 (—

Woodrolies

The Complete Sound Gear
| Centre -
Catering for all Midland
groups
Keyboards, Guitars, Amps,
P.A. & Drums
6,000 sq. ft. of gear for you!

SALE NOW ON......

E6 Gibson 25/50 £535
Gibson Flying V £475
Yamaha CSJ £199
Polymoog Keyboard £1150

March 25

April 1

NO DRESS RESTRICTIONS
NO LUNATICS!

Many bargains in-all departments......

Telephone
021-236 4992/3

5-8A DALE END
BIRMINGHAM B4 7LN

THE
GOLDEN
EAGLE

3 CHAINSAW 22 WITHERED MAN
6 AIRFIX 24 FORCE
7 LAMBRETTAS 25 DESPERADOS

14 MoDS C/W
TB.C. 28 LAMBRETTAS

20 DANGEROUS 31 SCORCHED
GIRLS EARTH

3 April Airfix & THE SOUND
Adm. £1 8-11 p.m.  Room for Hire
Ring Clive 643 5403

Hill Street, Birmingham
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MAGMUM

live

March 30th

Top Rank,
Birmingham

Sole Representation, P(I'ldd Agency,Tel:01-727 8636

MAGNUM LIVE

(A 2 Record Set) JET 175

© 1980 JET LTD. All rights reserved.
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Fashion were Birmingham’s favourite band

during late 1978 and early 79. They were very,
very different from anything that had been
seen before in Brum - an innovative and
exciting three-piece group: Luke Sky on

guitars

and vocals,

Mulligan on bass,

synthesiser and vocals and Dik Mamba on
drums and vocals. They rapidly built up a large
and loyal local following, and their debut
album sold encouragingly when it appeared 1n

March.

Summer and autumn 1979 saw Fashion spending
most of their time in the USA, and while they were away
their position of local eminence was challenged by
several up and coming bands, in particular The Beat.
Now Fashion are back with plenty of new material and
new ideas. They have played one excellent Birmingham
gig at the Univesity of Aston at the start of february and

_we subsequently spoke to the band on the way back from

one of their dates at L.ondon’s Nashville last month.
First we hear from Luke Sky.

What was it like to be back playing
at The Nashville?
Luke: The Nashville was our first

~ever gig in London, that’s about

eighteen months ago. We were
supporting the

first gig with. Being back there 1s
like drying your feet on a roller
towel However, the reaction
and size of the audience was a
very pleasant surprise.

How has your American trip
affected the band?

Luke: The amount of work
involved on the tour, 2 shows a
night virtually 7 nights a week,
apart from almost killing us has
had the effect of making the band
tighter than ever before.

After touring the States people
might wonder what a gig at the
Nashville can have to offer. '
Luke: The tour consisted of
support slots with The Police
supplemented by small bars and
clubs on our own. There’s really
not much difference between a
gig in Milwaukee and one In
London or Birmingham, except
the audiences are more aware
here. American trends still stem
from England.

What have you to offer to the
contemporary English scene?
Luke: Basically we’re offering
audiences a good time while
trying to achieve as many dif-
ferent combinations of sound
within a song as possible.

How do you see the limitations of

a 3-piece?

Luke: I'm afraid I don’t see any.
It’s a question of imagination and
application - you need the guts to
take chances. We get criticised
because we don’t adopt one
clear-cut style and stick to it.

Some people would accuse you of

callous bastardisation.

Luke: How many 13 year old
mods walking around these days
know who Pete Townshend 1s or
was? It doesn’t mean they're not
mods. of course they are.
Contemporary music feeds upon
itself and consistently reproduces

a similar ethic in a multitude of

disguises.

Were you pleased with ‘Product

Perfect’ (the bands debut album)?
Luke: We thought it was the best
sound we were capable of pro-

 ducing at the time. You should

hear what we’re capable of now.

Next we turned to Mulligan, bass
- and synthesiser player.

Mekons who.
“incidentally we played our very

You’re very involved with the nev’
Birmingham band scene. |
Mulligan: We are in a position to
offer work to bands as support
groups and to provide some
backing for their ventures and
ideas even if it’s only advice on
how not to get ripped off.
Mulligan is the promotional
idealist in Fashion music, is he
not?

Mulligan: Well the band as a
whole try to produce better
quality material than is usual. We
have our own publicity in the

- form of posters, record sleeves,

etc. It’s not a case of having to do
it though, we want to do it. What
a band may have worked hard to
achieve can be ruined by an ill-
conceived publicity campaign.
We’ve always aimed for the
tastefully bizarre. _

I heard the set tonight, there were
several new numbers.

Mulligan: Many of the new items
were inspired by our travels. The
music itself is a combination of
old methods and new ideas which
we want to try.

When will the world be able to
hear this new music?

Mulligan: Well /we’ve just
completed a session for Robin
Valk containing most of the new
material and he’ll be broad-
casting them over the next few
weeks. At the moment we're
acting as consultants in the design
of a new Birmingham venue.
Hopefully there will be none of
the old attendant problems. IC

- FASHION

To many people you appear as
Fashion’s enigma.

Mulligan: People think it’s weird
that play the combination of
bass and synthesiser. In fact I just

play bass runs on a synthesiser.

Everything orientated around
bass patterns, it~ just appears
more complicated.

How do you assess the visual
impact of Fashion on stage? What
criteria do you use to judge?

Mulligan: Visual image isn’t just -

what we look like. Light, colour,
sound and movement have as
much to contribute as the clothes
we wear. We change constantly
so as not to be associated with
any particular movement. But
don’t think I’m denigrating youth
movements, a lot of the strength
in modern music has come from
the fact that a group of people
can associate and assess their
potential amongst their peers.

By
Jerry Lanchbury

and
Rupert Metcalf

Visual imagery on stage must be
important because this 1s what
the audience’s initial reaction is
based on, music foremost is to
entertain. If you can also re-
educate and establish new
precedents, that’'s when it
becomes inventive. A combina-
tion of old i1deas and new
interests makes for visually at
stimulating music.

that goes off well it’ll be our next
Birmingham gig.

Lastly came Dik. the drummer.
How has the organisation of the
band changed since you started?
Dik: There’s a nucleus of four
people, 3 in the band and
Annette our manager. I like to

think we've become more
professional but there are so
many  considerations.  You
discover mistakes like legal

misunderstandings, the hard
way. The problems don’t mani-
fest themselves immediately. It’s
unfortunately not a question of
just making records and playing
gigs. The exhausting round of
release dates, promotion. sound
checks. etc. has its effects but
we're lucky to have someone to
cushion the blows. '
Do you feel you've had much
support?

Dik: Our limited success has
been due mainly to hard work. In
the eyes of the music business
we're not an easily marketable
product. What suits us 1s a small
record company but it doesn't
seem to suit the business as a
whole. -

Can the small record label
company compete with the majors
in terms of distribution?

Dik: Distribution is very dif-
ficult. We're distributed by

Faulty Products here and I.R.S.

in America. It’s a chliche, but
there are so many small and large
scale assholes hanging around
that it can be” very depressing
when viewed from inside.
Despite the fact that it's our
living I still can’t take it seriously.
It’s a bloody great commercial
pantomime and I can't figure
what role we're supposed to be
playing. [J




THE COVENTRY BLITZ

or How The
Record Industry
Threatens The City

More Than The
Luftwaffe Ever Did.

The Scene.

A plush record company office overlooking Hyde Park.
London, with wall-to-wall stereo, six-inch-thick carpets,
a drinks cabinet stuffed with exotic concoctions and a
vast array of potted plants. The walls are adorned with

gold discs - all dated before 1973.
The Characters.

SOLOMON VINYL: Record company boss. middle-
aged, cigar smoking, bald, overweight. Divides his time
between his racehorse stables in Ireland, his villa in the
Bahamas, his accountant’s office in Switzerland and
Sunningdale golf course. Went to a rock club once and
didn’t like 1t. ,
RICKY RIPOFF: Solomon’s A & R manager. Thirty-
1sh, slim, athletic, gold bracelets on both wrists, pure silk
shirt carefully unbuttoned to reveal beautifully groomed
hairy chest. Came into the music business having gained
experience as a used car salesman, a Butlin’s red coat.
and a mercenary in Angola.

SHEILA DORIT: Solomon’s secretary. Twenty-four
but looks seventeen. Wears low cut tight sweaters, skirt
slit to the thigh, fishnet stockings and chain smokes
French cigarettes. She can’t type or do shorthand and
her main experience of pop music is that she knows the
difference between a seven inch and a twelve inch.

Regularly auditions pop musicians at her Notting H]ll .

bedsit.

GARY GRAFTER: Record company promotion man.
based in the Midlands. Has company Cortina, loves pop
music, goes to rock clubs all the time, works very hard
for Solomon’s label. His joh is constantly on the line if he
fails to get airplay on the latest dreadful record that
Ricky has signed to the label.

ACT 1.

Itis 4.15pm. Solomon has just returned from lunch at the
Playboy Club. He is in a hurry because he has a golf game
lined up for 5.30pm.

SOLOMON: Sheila.
double!

Ricky enters a few minutes later, and helps himself to a
port and brandy .

SOLOMON: Ricky. now listen. I've just had lunch with
the MD of the Ear’oles retail chain and he tells me he’s
shifting a lot of units of this 2-Tone stuff. Says it’s a trend
we should be involved in. Tell me about it.

RICKY: I'm hip to the trip man! Coventry’s the scene.
It's like Liverpool all over again. Are those tights or
stockings, Sheila?

SOLOMON: So let’s get some action. Ricky. Have we
got any product suitable? Any demos arrived from
Yorkshire or wherever Coventry is?

get me Ricky in here on the

SHEILA: Coventry’s up the M1 somewhere. I went

through it once when you sent me to Birmingham with
that journalist from the Melody Maker. Stockings.
Ricky. |

RICKY: I've booked a session tomorrow with that
group from Essex, the ones that Des O’Connor’s
manager told us about. I've given them a Jasper Carrot
album so they can get the Coventry accent right and they
are going to record a ska version of ‘Singing In The
Rain’. Suspenders as well.-Sheila?

SOLOMON: Great Ricky. I'll get on to my cousin Phil.

who runs a badges and tee shirts factory: T'll get a load of
badges done with Mods Rule OK on them. some I Hate
Mods tee shirts and some slim ties with Rockers Suck

printed on. Sheila. get me ngel on the phone.
SHEILA: Nigel who?

SOLOMON: Our Midlands promotion man.

RICKY: He left two years ago. Works for Tesco now.
Gary’s the Midlands guy. |

SHEILA:.He’s so boring. Always phoning up about this
‘great group he’s seen at some little pub in Warsaw or
somewhere, and complaining that his car has done
80,000 miles. If you insist I'll phone him now.

Gary'’s voice is heard on the phone.

' Pq

By MIKE
TOBIN -

SOLOMON: Barry. hi! It’s Solomon Vinyl here.
3ARY: Oh good afternoon, Mr Vinyl.

yOLOMON: Call me Solly, Gerry. Sheila and Ricky

1ave Just been doing their bit for you. Tell me what a
great promo man you are. _
GARY: Thank you ... Sir... Imean ... er ... Solly.
SOLOMON: Super! Great! Now what’s happening up
there? What'’s all this Coventry Sound business? Any-
thing in it for us?

GARY: Well, personally. I don’t think there is such a
thing, but there are some great groups in the Midlands.
SOLOMON: Now listen, Harry. I pay you good money
to represent me up there. So what you been doing? Why
didn’t vou tell us about the Coventry Sound?

GARY: I sent you a demo tape over a year ago of the
Coventry Automatics but Ricky sent it back three
months later with a note saying ‘'un-commercial’. ..
SOLOMON: So we all make mistakes. Anyway. it was
probably cheaply recorded. Can you put me in touch
with these Automatics?
GARY: Bit late now Sir ...
The Specials. the main band on 2-Tone. which is really
théir own label. |

SOLOMON: So find me another band up there! Send
Ricky some demo tapes.

GARY: In my last report I told Ricky he should come up
and see God’s Toys. Reluctant Stereotypes. Polly
Bolton, About Time and the Ex-certs but he said get
them a gig in London. he was too busy.
SOLOMON~Goed boy. good boy. Do thev all have the
Coventrv Sound? Do they dress like Mods? Any
coloured fellows with dreadlocks?

GARY: Well no, I'm trying to tell you the so-called
Coventry Sound is just a convenient hook for the music
papers. They’re all good bands and all different.
SOLOMON: (Aside to Ricky) He’s trying to tell me the
music business. Me! What’s he think those seventeen
gold discs are all about?

(Aside to Sheila) Coffee love. And a brandy.

(To Gary) Listen to me boy. CBS just advertised for a
promotion man in the South and got over 300 applica-
tions. You find me a band with the Coventry Sound or
else. (Slams phone down).

GRIFFIN
RADIO LTD.

SOUND ADVICE

um. Mr Vinyl. They are now
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ACT 2.

The same office six months later. Sheila is wearing
hotpants and has had her hair affroed. Ricky has the
beginnings of a beard and his hair is much longer.
Solomon is on the phone to his cousin.

SOLOMON: Phil, I’'m telling you now, it’s the next big
thing. You wanna borrow some money? You get those
kaftans ‘made and I'll go 50/50 with you. Yeah, and those
little bells on chains. We’ll make a fortune.

(He rings off).

RICKY: You want to hear this tape. Great act, sound
just like early Pink Floyd. Saw them at last week’s Hyde
Park Love-In. Oh, and I’ve told that lot we signed from
Coventry to grow their hair, do somd Jimi Hendrix
covers or we cancel the contract.

SOLOMON: I told you that Blue Beat stuff would never
catch on. By the way I see in NME this week that they’re
predicting a new trend for Christmas. Some bunch of
West Indians are playing steel guitars and fiddles and
wearing stetsons over their dreadlocks. They’re based in
Wolverhampton, black country and western they’re
calling it! Sheila, get me Gerry in the Midlands!

SHEILA: Gary, you mean. You sacked him last month. -

The new guy’s called.....(curtain).

CLAREMONT 24 HOUR
VIDEO DATING SERVICE

% VIDEO DATING IS NEW!
| % VIDEO DATING IS ALIVE!
% VIDEO DATING IS FUN!

% VIDEO DATE NOW!

Phone Terry Whitehouse
Daytime — 021-643 6510
Evening & Weekends — 021-744 1837

408 Temple House, 43-48 New Street,
City Centre

5 MANCHESTER Polytechnic

-~ 23 WOLVERHAMPTON Lafayette

14 RETFORD Porterhouse
| 25 NUNEATON 77 Club

. 18 LONDON Dingwalls

29 PETERBOROUGH Wirrina
Stadium
22 BIRMINGHAM Digbeth Civic Hali
29 DUDLEY JBs

WHICHEVER WAY YOU LOOK AT IT
A LITTLE OF WHAT YOU FANCY
IS A LOT OF WHAT YOU GET

on all types of
HI-Fl
EQUIPMENT

Full Demonstration
Facilities.
Home Demonstrations
| Available.
Free Stylus Inspection
Service.
Open Tue-Sat, 9 til 6pm
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