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Pictured are UB40 currently ensconced at the better end of the chart. No.5.

Spring
Offensive

The persistent assault on the
+Na ingles  Chart

nodymmnm (M). Judas Priest
(47) and The Beat (58).

Album Chm repr&mnllvﬁ
from the area are Black Sabbath
(9), Judas Priest (17), Magnum
(40), Specials (43) and The
Selecter (49).

Meanwhile Spizz Energi still
hang on in there on the Indie
Single Chardt at Numero 6 (the
chart I! budcﬂ hy UM) lnd

at No.: 15. ’nn Indie Albmn Chm
also features Quartz -
Dracula And Other lA)Ve W .l.

DOWNTOWN
TOP RANKIN’

By now everyone has heard about the trouble at Sham 69’s Top

band starts their set as the club

Pursey stopped half-way through
introducing a number and looked
near to tears as he said ‘A change
of plan - ‘Borstal Breakour™.”

As soon as the dancing began
the police closed in and dragged
away skinheads at random, again
followed out by most of the

Chanting

skinheads. ~ The  audience
returned to call back the band
who had been forced to leave the
stage. The house lights were now
on but Sham played their Tast
number until the power was cut
leaving the audience and band

As they left the dance floor the | chanting over and over ‘If the

Rank gig, and I suppose most people have written it off as yet
another case of the Sham Army ruining everything for fans and
band alike. Anyone who paid to go to the gig will know that this
‘'was not true. The blame for the incident must be firmly placed

on the

's of the

of the Top Rank club.

Not surprisingly, the queue outside the club was made up of 90 per cent
skinheads, and was very good humoured until told that all those wearing
boots would have to surrender their bootlaces at the door! I suppose the
idea was to prevent them from dancing, but in the event it only encouraged
skinheads to hustle other kids into giving up their laces. I sold one of my
laces for 30p - if I’d brought a ball of string I could have made a fortune.

FREE
LISTING

Our FREE giglsting i avaiable
to everyone involved with live
gy in the Greater Mld.llndx
Bands, Ageats, Promoters

lub

But worse was to come. The management had decided
that no non-members would be admitted and we there-
fore had to fill in a form and pay an extra 50p. A friend of
mine had no spare money on him and was therefore
prevented from entering despite having a ticket. And
because he dared to stand up for his rights he was nicked
by the police who seem only too willing to satisfy the
’s every desire.

June datesheets for FREE
mdusl)n to re:dl Peu Am ll

amm..ymn mswuhymyu

By the time [ gotin the support | is due to open and end up missing
band had almost finished their | part of the entertainment I have
set. This seems to happen every | paid good money to see. [
time 1 go to the Top Rank - 1 | sometimes wonder whether there
arrive a good is anyone in the piace when the

seems to have forgotten that the
audience is there to be enter-
tained and not just herded in,
relieved of their money and
herded out again.

All these problems could be
dismissed as minor, but even the
management of the Top Rank
could see that this was not going
to help the night go smoothly.
But then they probably didn't
care - ultimately it was going to
be the police’s problem.

'Wild Dancing

When Sham came on, the floor
crupted into wild dancing. Skin-
head dancing is not for the meek.
but is genuinely good spirited and
matches the aggressive fun of the
music. After all, if you find it too
rough you can always dance
nearer the back. After about four
numbers | was just beginnng (0

several security men waded into
the audience and hauled out two
skinheads
(it could j
me. I thought).

LAWS UK

bulk of the skinheads followed - T
saw no violence on their part, it
was more like a show of sofidar-
ity. Jimmy Pursey lookéd on
bewildered  as  what _was
developing into a great coricert
looked on the verge of ruin for no
logical reason. They tried to
continue with the set, but just as
things scemed to be back to
normal, against out of the blue. a
squad of police arrived and took
up positions around the floor.

kids were united they would
never be divided. This time-the
Kids were united but they were
still made to suffer.

As Sham sang before they
were silenced - ‘What's it all

CONTINUED
ON PAGE 4

MUSICIANS
QUIZ

Who recorded these recent Midland
Top Thvrty climbers?
tS

ghride” - Quartz

ver Been A Night” - Qu

Noolly Bully

~The Gangs

DEBUT
IN CITY

Birmingham Odeon has the pleasure of the first ever UK appearance
of US saxophonist Ronnie Laws on Friday May 2.

Houston-born Ronnie - who tours to promote his ‘Every Genera-
tion® album and the single of the same name - is now LA based and
initially came to attention for his fine carly jazz recordings on Blue
Note. He worked with Quincey Jones and Walter Bishop, then with
Earth, Wind & Fire around the time of their first album before free-
lancing around LA with his flute-playing brother Hubert.

Ronnie then subsequently got his own group together and brought
in long time buddy Wayne Henderson of the Crusaders as producer.
Now - five albums on- he undertakes his first. very overdue, UK Tour.

What have all these local bands i in common? %
Magnu
ady Characters,

Where is the most celebrated drinks machine
in Birmingham - and Alec?

“SEE P.3
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THE SAME
OLD SHOW
...ON MY RADIO

MIKE TOBIN gets the needle and says its nbml( TIME
we did something about it.
11pm Sunday 20th April 1980.

I'm sat at my typewriter...surrounded by screwed up bits of
p-per run out of cigs...Joan Armatrading on the box singing to a few
million people across Europe and I can’t get it together to write for a few
thousand fellow Midlanders! Problem is I want o write about some-
thing that is so dear to my heart I just can’t find the right way to
approach it.

The subjec
lengthy descriptions which may confuse and indeed bore you dear
reader. For instance there is the AIRC and the PPL, the BBC, the MU
and several other mysterious bodies that hide anonymously behind
‘groups of initials. All of at
other in
ways. T guess that most readers of this publication are interested in
pop/rock music either as fans or as active musicians. Either way you
listen to a lot of Radio, both National and Local, so you should at least
have an idea of the current picture.

The BBC and the financial situation it finds itself in are well
publicised. So is the recent decision to axe a couple of Symphony
Orchestras with the predictable strike threat from the MU (Musicians
Union).

‘Whilst I respect the right of a Union to protect its members jobs, it

‘music on BBC Radio of ANY KIND, not just symphony music. The MU
have also said they will enlist the help of the record industry in not

providing P do
have the power to do this because in theory no musician can make a
leuudn.ksbejnlnaﬂnﬂm So for the sake of a few hundred jobs
tobringa
mmuwum;m-mmmdymwm the
wblk,mwmmmwhnm life...MUSIC.

‘We always welcome constructive
and intelligent comment.

Why No Nostalgia?

Dear Brum Beat,

severing those links you will Keep

‘Why did you drop your nostal-
gia piece ‘Brum Beat re-visited"
from the last issuc?

Brum Beat is not-a new

Tplead with every young MU n
Mieitiags el e the vole which e s yours by right. The only reason why
the MU in the sand

and for Symphony, Classical, Dance Band and Theatre Musicians who

2
back to the good old days of the Light Programme and the Palais de
Dance. Most rock musicians were press-ganged into the MU anyway
and pa any effort

that 'hey are supporting financially. Even if you disagree with me you

Local Commercial use
recorded wsic. The original agrecment when Commercial Radio fics
came on the British airwaves was that in return for so many hours per
day of “Needle Time’ the Stations represented by the Association of
Radio C

their turnover to the Public Performance Body (the PPB). Independent
Radio is a great financial success so the percentage is now runninginto
millions of pounds.

The AIRC are now demanding either increased Needle Time or a
decrease in the percentage. Most people both in Radio and in Records
would s y that has
such s Fidicilous restriction, Without it there would be a far greater
choice of music, more opportunity for new artistes, new records and
without doabt far better Radio.

Once again our old friends the MU come into the story. They have

though you may
think so - and it's important to
retain some sort of link and
continuation from the past.

ore and more of what is
happening today is becoming
relevant to the past. By not

the current interest in Midlands

music much more in perspective.

Don't forget to write about

The Modernaires. Danny King.

Everett’s Blueshounds, The

Nightriders. The Redcaps and all
those goodies.

N. Haines

Sutton Coldfield

(Oops. Sorry - we'll do our bestto
comply. Ed).

Support Your
Local Venue!

Dear Brum Beat.

A new.live music venue is
planned for Nottingham. It is
being opened by Mr Brian Selby
a Tocal businessman who has a
long history in the = record
business and currently owns and
runs. among other things. the
wo branches of Nottingham's
successful record shop. Selecta-
disc.

The new venue will play live
music only - it will not be just
another disco. The capacity is
estimated at 500-600 (though the
final figure can only be ascer-
tained after. the renovation). It
will be centrally located on St
James Street. just off the city's
main square. The venue has been
found.  finance * arranged and
planning permission ~granted
The final hurdles are the 2
licences - the Music. Singing &
Dancing and the Liquor licence

The solicitors handling the
case have stated that we need to
show there is a need for this type
of venue in Nottingham. It is for
this reason we are writing to you.
The solicitors have ~recom-
mended that we obtain letters
from ‘the relevant parts of the
music business” stating that there

ced Tor such a venue since
the facilities in Nottingham are
inadequate.

That they are inadequate is
surely beyond doubt. especially
since the closure of The Sand-
piper last year and the current
problems affecting the Univer-
sity.

I understand that it is very
difficultfor you to write
supporting people and projects
you do not know. However. a
letter .phrased such as ‘We
support Mr Brian Selby’s licence
application for a new live music
club on St James Street.
Nottingham. on the grounds that
there is no suitable altemnative
venue in Nottingham’ would not
compromise you. The licence
application is in early May so a
prompt reply would be most
helpful to us.

Frank McCarthy
(pp Brian Selby)
5 Arundel Street.
Nottingham NG7 INL.
(Here is an opportunity for our
Nottingham contingent 1o stand
up and be counted. If you feel
there is a need for a regular
exclusively live gig in your city -
and we can hardly believe other-
wise - then write to  Frank
McCarthy right now, or else don't
bother telling us ever again that
‘nothing  ever  happens i
Nottinghan'. Ed).

SAD BRUM?

Dear Brum Beat.

The Mescaline Reception
don’t comply - they observe and
speak_their minds. They don't
support * anarchy. They don’t
support politics. They don't trust
anybody. They say what they
feel. They all agree that
Birmingham is a sad place. that
rock "n’ roll died in January 1978
and that 95% of this country’s
population are idiots.

Mescaline Reception.

Kidderminster

B.A. ROBERTSON
Competition Result

* ok ok kok kK k ok ok ok Kk

We received an encouragingly hefly response to Jat fsue's B.A.

received a pair of fickeis to B.A. s Odeon
Graham of Shire Ok, John Humphriesof New Oscott R. Kibbler of
Great Barr, P. Tomlinson on, D. Williams of Saltley, Rob
Bishop of Solihull, Debbie Gmy ‘of Warwick, P. Brookes of Aldridge
and R. Sharp of Edgbaston. L. Haughey of Saltley.

‘The correct answers were:

1. Bang Bang/Knocked It Off/Kool In The Kaftan.
2. Carrie.

3. CIiff Richard.

62—Entertainers

REQUIRED

Urgenlly
Roc]

age group.
3222 dav. 706w even

Nice to see that the Evening Mail
caters for a wide age spectrum.

gone on record in the past ‘Commercial
Radio. They accuse it of being a Jukebox on the air and they are even
now trying to persuade young rock musicians that further restrictions
on the use of records will mean more live work. If they had their way all
Radio would sound like Radio 2 after Midnight, ageing session
musicians playing second rate covers of well known standards. What I

* MIDLAND TOP 30 *

The Charts are compiled from figures supplied to
BRUM BEAT by a cross-section of leading Midiand
Record Stores

find most di as thoug] you - the public -
what you want to hear on your Radio.

Feeling confused and helpless after all this? Well, don’t despair. If
you are a Radio fan write to your Local Station and demand to be told

of Parliament and voice your protest about the Act of Parliament that
put us in this sqrry mess.

It’s your ears they are playing with, it’s your listening
pleasure that is about to be restricted, and if you’re a
musician it could.be your. future that is in danger.
Madern Pop Music dates from 1956, it may never reach
its quarter century unless we act now. o

MDAVB,

BRUME: =1
BEAT

BRUM BEAT 190 MONUMENT
IHMNAMB'GWU Thanks also to: Kate Munn,
TELEPHONE: 0214559494  Marja Daleman, Carol

SINGLES

CoNaUALN~

Don’t Push It, Don’t Force It
10. Love & Loneliness
11. Staring At The Rude Boys
12. Fool For Your Loving .. . .
13. Check Out The Groove .
. Police & Thieves

i rid
21. Working My Way Back To You
22. Strange Town

Pocketts, Susan Adam.
Editor JIMSIMPSON

Mo TuLLY

mm&mm

24. My Perfect Cousin . .
25. Dear Miss Lonely Heans

ALBUMS

.Black Sabbath
Judas Priest

Heaven & Hell
British Stel .
‘Wheels Of Steel .

Bomupuswne

Snakes & Ladders
. Snapcrackle Bop
. Singles Album . .
. The Magic Of Boney M .
14. Sometimes You Win
15. Animal Magnetism .
16. Fabulous Greatest Hits .
17. Women & Children First .
1&5@2
19. Prete
20. One Step Beyond 4
21. Facades ..........
22. Outlandos D’Amour .
23. Greatest Hits Vol.1
24. GetHappy .
25. Greatest Hits .
26. The Specials
27. Count Dracula & Other Love Sungs
28. Orchestral Manoevres In The Dark .
Orchestral Manoevres In The Dark
29. Regatta de Blank
30. On ThroughThe Night

-
SR~




FIESTA 80 runs from May 29 to

June 1.
The rock interest in this event
occurs on Sunday June 1 with an
. open-air  concert
Lindisfarne, The Blues Band plus
local bands Jameson Raid and
Split Beaver.

* district of
danger of having their o
aeamtypaym its cut off.

Yet further proof of the

mushrooming local scene is
the opening of another
venue dedicated to
* their debut album “I Just Can’t |  The Exit is the name of the new
! Stop It” scheduled for mid-May | wednesday shindig at

ROCKIN’

might
Romeo’s & Julie’s on Queens-
way in the city. The promoters
want to make it a Pauper’s

and the chance (0 eat for under a
(Can this be possible? If so
ever cat anywhere else - Ed).
No problems at the door with
clothes as it’s strictly a wear what

- you like situation - skinheads,

mods, punks: everyone is
welcome.  Upcoming  bands
firmed for The Exit are ONLY
ONES & SPIZZ ATLETICO ’80
(May 7) THE MEMBERS (14)

Paradise - sort of ‘Back To BADMANNERS (21) and BODY
Barb’s’ - with a capacity of 1,200  SNATCHERS (28).
Despite an start

CONNOLLY

PROTEST

Mods and Rockers had a littl tiff

MCP ? us
that ational is
definitely off for the time being.

xﬂejﬁad is nmgey Hai Snattord
on

ELVIS POOPED
Elvis Costello’s Top Rank date set

for May mn is now

u-ﬂ—

Eump—'l‘
mm’u—nmm

to the star’s
his

with the Cockney Rejects pulling
out on the opening night because
of a Top Of The Pops recording

COVENTRY
ILR ON AIR

reputation for New Wave is at its peak a more varied new
wave of music will hit your radio dial for 19 hours a day
oon 220 metres Medium Wave (1359 kHz), 95.9 MHz VHF
in

“Radioactive”
Fridays ~ 4pm-7pm, Tony's
“Mercia Musicomputer”  will
give the 40 best sclling singles an

Saturday mornings

evenings a ;

Setting up a new radio station is no mean task but Mercia Sound's | fmiliar with our mother o
team of radio prof have them some 100 years fadio | i W iy mghichs
expericnce and none of them is over 40 years old! S ot ol
station's Chief Executive has an opportunity of success a second fime- 24

John sums

up the challnge a5 “One of the most xciing opportunites tat Shock Waves
anyone can enjoy. The most rewarding facit is to see a team it
ekl g together to bring their professional experienc to T"ud-g:'em ‘5""*‘":;
the creation of a new sound’ speaks for itself as

The man with the biggest y
Jigsaw puzzle o all s Ian Rfus, NEELA MANN w& %m P N

Programme  Controller, ex- Mee O wmg‘:“"‘"
Radio Hallam in Sheffield and Thcmmm;mnlhmadl m"“'. Birmis Eolk faidas
LBC in London. By way of 3| day on Mercia, ey | 1 euto Dipmagham Kol e e
change, as doesn’t wluchaﬂommwxupleufhoun il m"‘“" P"“"P"“An .
himself as being wnmenﬂy extra sleep, with Gordon Astley o dﬁ:hl.i: h
desk-bound, also sending us off to a cheery start | PROLTEY 0 O ocal
presenter of _the Bls Bind with “Good Momning Mercia”. | & e ;"o J
programme 9Pm‘7P"‘°“5“MhY Gordon, whose n;;'::ne of A -
evenings. music, news, traffic and travel o o
progrme sl e i | S e vt 7

zuurbylhefactdutlu help avoid or _enjoy_ ety

thepresenters are well-known | morming traffc jams, is also e
I o iy | vt iioeaty Whats ' On_information and
fmmmeﬂf'hemmbnnm of the BBC's “Cheggers Plays | mudeal variety up to 9pm and
their_experience back home o7 2 e i
John Warwick, ex- Beacon Radio ms,"""‘y you
and Mercia Sound’s Iatc mgh( Afternoon Delight kept lively with quizzes,

started his rise 2
commitment The Exitlooks likely | ith "~ Goventry Dave Jamicson, lde happly | nightchat.
fo develop nto a very useul part | Broadeasing vay Sk s b oo B MC“N’! < N o
of the local live gig circuit. carly 1970° Linnell's’ “Aftemoon Delight” 7p:m-9pm. J
————————————————————————————————ixture  of  latest sounds

jaii
Fi
i

COUSIN JOE FROM NEW ORLEANS candidly
snap) whilst giving BRMB’s Brian Savin a hard time
for not playlisting his “You’re Never Too Old To
Boogie” single

the Tranny as well as front the
band.

During May, Suicide Squad play

;phm They sy, i
Heath Community Farm (3rd)
Cocks

and
10th) “ry hay
el b Ll

in
recently. Appmnuy the mods
gmhavmg:purlymlllclmms

peacefully apart Foa § o'
the Hall’s Tower being broken.

BENEFIT
Affican St le Kicks and
Ubik will |)lay a Benefit Concert
for the All Saints Psychiatric
Hospital on Friday May 2nd at
the Farcroft Hotel, Handsworth.

A forged £4 ticket emerged at the recent Genesis Odeon
concerts, reports manager Chris Mott who figures it may
well have been done on one of those versatile Xerox
colour copiers as it was the only one apparently in
circulation.

If it had been the work of an organised team they would probably
have printed from a block and the forgeries would have been much
more in evidence. Nevertheless it was a pretty convincing copy - even
down to the weight of the paper - and only when placed alongside a
genuine ticket did the difference become apparent.

The lesson to be learnt wearns Chris is that Odeon tickets must only
be purchased from the theatre’s Box Office - if you buy from a guy in
your local there is every chance it is forged or stolen, and remember
thata person who buysastolen ticket has noright toit and that it can be
reclaimed by it's i ifhe was gl
the seat number.

The Genesis forgery was bought outside the Odeon on the night of
the show - despite plain clothes police presence. The OId Bill try to
prevent stolen and forged tickets changing hands by picking up ticket
sellers for obstruction or for having no street trader's licence.

If you have bought tickets that you subsequently find you cannot
use, take them back to the Odeon Box office. They will always try to
re-sell the tickets for you though they can give no guarantees.

musIciANS

ANSWERS

T

® 16 Track Recording
®D mOm)rMH te
®Separa

®Nois Reducmm
®Gadgets Galore
®Tea or Coffee

The Answer to
ALL your questions. . .

Tel: 021-455 0645.




A HANDFUL
OF GIMME—

and a mouthful of

I

ch-obliged.

We wonder how our readers reacted to the
recent announcement regarding CBSO grants.

Clearly their running costs of £1,141,250 greatly
exceed their potential income of £530,000. Obviously a
case for either pruning their costs or getting out of the
business - a'situation which countless rock bands face
daily, though naturally not on such a grand scale.

But don’t despair - here comes the Cavalry galloping over the hill.
The shortfall is made up by a £200,000 subsidy from West Midlands
ratepayers (that's you, buddy) through the County Council, £345,000

from the taxpayer‘(you again. por sod) via The Arts Council

something in the region of £66,000 from other local authorities with
more than half of that coming from Birmingham (looks like you

again).

So how do you feel about sub-
sidising classical punters to the
extent of £5 per seat when you
have no interest whatsoever in
the music? Would you like even a
little of your money put into the
music you love? A modest sub-
sidy for local bands would not
only fend off many band break-
ups but allow our talented
musicians to relax a lttle - it can’t
be denied that creativity is dulled
by the pressures of financial

strain.
SCUFFLE
It is a fact that bands on the
pub and club circuit scuffle
simply to survive, often taking
other work to subsidise their
music. Most succumb to the
pressures of finance and family
after years of
struggling merely to survive, and
simply sink into oblivion -
another wasted talent.
The only bands to actually
make money out of contempor-

<

ary music are those who make it

to the National Charts - a tiny
proportion - so there really is no
in-between. This cannot be
healthy for our music - there must
be space for creative forward-
thinking Rock musicians to earn
a modest living without baving to
win -over the mass audience
necessary to chart.  And
remember that the only reason--
able path to the charts is via the
BBC and it's Playlist - yet
another hurdle creative artists
are required to overcome.

To safeguard the development
of our music a modest grant to
modern music is surely not too
much to ask forin the face of such
huge amounts granted to the

*‘Establishment Approved' arts?

We would like to see a break-
down of the £1.14 million the
CBSO gets through every year.
Ttwould come as no surprise to
learn that much of it goes on top-
heavy  administration  and

unnecessa high  running
expenses  which privately-
financed orks could not condone.
Even when the September price
increases take place the top ticket
price will still be only £3.40.

If this orchestra is so bloody
marvellous why won't it's patrons
pay the going rate to listen to and
support it? Name rock acts
playing Birmingham have top
ticket prices ranging from £3-£6
and sometimes more.

Some take the view that an
attraction’s fee should be directly
proportionate to the Box Office
receipts - 5o there might well be a
case for suggesting that the
CBSO should get out of Fairy-
land and get firmly down to
realism. Out of the 153 concerts
they perform each year 63 take
place in Birmingham. Perhaps
one way to raise the cabbage is
for the ork to get out on the road
and gig a little more.

Other local grants that may
raise a flicker of interest are
£72,000 per year to the Arts Lab
(again not exactly the home of
Brum Rock) and £52.000 each to
Trinity Arts of Small Heath and
Jubilee Community Arts of
Smethwick. Additionally more
than £61,000 was granted to local
DRAMA groups (would you
believe?) with some no doubt
deserving and extremely grateful
organisation called the Second
City - Theatre ~ Company  in
‘Vauxhall taking £45.000.

That other long-term recipient
of public money the Midlands
Arts Centre in Cannon Hill Park
(whose life-style is not exactly
frugal) also seem to have some
sort of blind spot where local
bands are concerned. They have
promoted but one rock concert in
the past six months - and that was
with boring-old Landscape from
London. Hardly a track record to
be proud of.

On seeing recently a heavily
subsidised  theatre  company

Z

Ska veteran Laurel Aitken -
singles chart with ‘‘Rudi Got Married”’ looks set to chart
Natlomlly.

alludy on the Brum Beat

to be the 2 Tone

Man Laurel hxsbeensporﬂngal’orkl’lehaundshnda
since 1964 - for that kind of dedication he derserves a slice

of cake.O

performing to a paying audience
of 5 we wonder whether some of
that jam might be spread around
more evently."We find ourselves
becoming very angry about this
imbalance of public spending on
the Arts, and feel that young
creative local musicians are a far
more deserving cause than
classical players (many of them
imported) whose paper qualifi-
cation from their music college
enables them-to take their place
in the massed ranks of the CBSO

to play misic often composed
centuries ago by long-dead Poles
and Germans.

Perhaps we are alone in feeling
as strongly as this. Maybe we
should shut up and let them get on
with it - heaven knows, they've
been at it long enough. Or
perhaps you also have strong
feelings on the matter? If so, write
10 us with your point of view - we
are really interested to learn how
you about the subject,
whether for.or against us. O

‘Message
from
Shanghai

Press Release from Shanghai
Records who are based not in the
mysterious Orient as the naive
reader ‘might imagine, but in
rural Water Orton, playground
of the Western World. We
enjoyed the furn of phrase
employed so we decided to print it
exactly as it came:

*Shanghai Records from Water
Orton have released 2 singles so
far. The first was by FELT - a
minimal experiment using one
clectric  guitar, two 5 watt
practice amps and a microphone.
Recorded in a bedroom in 1979
the titles are INDEX/BREAK
IT. Available from Inferno.

“The second single, nln.ased 5
February, i

VERSATILE NF.WTS. a
teenage cult band for the under
15’s.  Titles are BLIMP/

NEWTRITION. Both tracks last
1% minutes each. Available
from Virgin & Inferno.

SLAGGING-OFF

“I won't send you copies of the
singles to review because T can't
afford a slagging-off at this stage
in the game. But if you want them
you know where to look.

“The future of Shanghai is
uncertain at the moment - lack of
money and coverage the main
problems. But things hopefully
will be put right when people get
1o see andhicar about FELT, now
a band. They are lining up
concerts at this very moment and
people who bought Index will be
surprised.”

—0)

J

106 SCHOOL STREET, WOLVERHAMPTON.

SOUND HIRE

Tel: 0902 29352.

P.A. HIRE SYSTEMS FROM 1.5kw-15kw
USING THE FOLLOWING QUALITY COMPONENTS

CABINETS

Ch

AllC: by Mega (Lo ) ining the
finest Cone and Compression Drivers from J.B.L, AT.C.and Gauss.
X % AMI

IPLIFIERS
R.S.D. and Yamaha.

MIXING DESKS
R.S.D., Allen & Heath and Soundcraft in conjunction with Klark
‘Teknik Graphics and Crossovers Three, Four or Five way variable.

EFFEgTS AND ACCESSORIES

Flangers and Harmonisers - Tape h_pldﬁmo (Reel to Reel and Cassette)
‘eac.

k TRUCKING
Fords and Bedfords owned by us (NOT HIRED) for rigs up to 6kw.
Anything faraer then this Wil b provided by Kesdwell Transport
ire.

We are a rapidly
the Hire business, which is one of the reasons
provide equipment and sound engineers to mix the 1979 Live Music
Show at Olympia. Neeless to osay e rupm invitation was immediately

with over 5 years
why we are asked to

Acts and References in lha nuar hltum Toyah, Dana and the Melody
.L . Maker Battle of the Ban

We don't like

Tito Simon - The

fow of
that we have worke«

and shows d witl
Max che -The Lambmms U B.40 - Magnum - c.npnal Letters
Boys-B. les - Granada TV, Manchester
‘Look Hear - The Damned - Tha Nollns The Wurzels - Secret Affair
Budgie - Supen:fumr\:e B.B.C. Pebble Mill - B.B.C. Scotland

0Old Grey Whistle Test.

IFYOU WANT THE BEST QUALITY GEARAT REASONAELE PRICES
(FROM APPROX. £85 PER NIGI
'WOLVERHAMPTON 29352 QUICKLY AS OUR DIARV IS RAPIDLY
FILLING UP.

iHT), GIVE US A

@ continued from page1

about/Money - work it out’, It
seems fairly obvious that the Top
Rank management are not
concerned with entertaining the
kids but just taking their money.
As long as they can get them to
buy the tickets or through the
door they don’t care how little
they see of the bands or whether
they are free to enjoy themselves
or whether they are short-
changed. After all the entertain-
ment business is there to make
money, not to entertain. They
just take the money and run. The
police can’t take the blame for
this incident - they just had to
clear up the mess made by the
management’s handling of the
concert. And certainly the kids
are not to blame - in the half a
dozen previous times I have seen
Sham T have never experienced
trouble and I have seen far more
aggressive dancing than T saw on
this last occasion.

1 would be interested to hear
the Top Rank try to defend
themselves, but in the meantime
itisup d bands alike

an official reply as quickly as
possible if we would send him a
photocopy of the above piece.
This we did - and as promised he
came right back with an “official’
statement from London which we
reproduce below. (Though how a
London Head Office can
accurately comment on happen-
ings in Birmingham we can’t
imagine).

with _the
show  was
premiscs

After consultation
Management  the
stopped  and  the
cleared”.

There were in fact a total of 6
arrests - five for disorderly
conduct and 1 drunk and dis-
ordzrly all reportedly in their late

Firh always difficult to assess

do also of course regret the out-
break of violence which was

TOP RANK after the event what actually took

REACTION place, though a picture is emerg-

ing from the letters and phone

Having read the report from your | calls we have received. Whilst

‘witness the Management find the | there is no excuse whatsoever for

facts so inaccurate as to make any | Violent behaviour at concerts (or

comment by ourselves senseless. | @nywhere else for that matter) it

We would however, make l.he does seem short-sighted for Hall
point that the and parti

were entirely happy wllh bouncers to apparently go out of

the handling of the situation. We | #ieir way i incite ill-feeling. It is

clearly humiliating to have your
bootlaces confiscated - Top Rark
Mike Hilkene

totally ‘The many
concerts we have controlled
previously speak for themselves
in the respect that they have gone
off without any aggravation.

conﬁnned that this did actually
‘happen - and we can see relatively
little to be gained by this action
other than asserting a feeling of

10 boycott the Top Rank, and let
them know that we. are not
prepared to pay to be pushed
around.

This letter is based on the
experience of just one witness. T
am not a skinhead nor do I want
to justify their way of life. By
clear to me that in this case IM
event could have passed off quite
peaceably if the punters had been
treated like the paying customers
they are rather than like con-
victed criminals.

Following the above report from
our intrepid reporter, the Gallant
Geoghegan, we felt it only fair 10
ask the Management of the Top
Rank for their side of the story.
Seven telephone calls  later we
made contact with Mike Hilkene
the under-manager. Considering

the ducking and diving that

preceded this contact Mike was
pretty helpful and promised to get

any comment that is made.

We then contacted the Police
whose PR Office is run by a very
helpful Pam Meade. She was
obviously unable to coment on the
Statements_from either side but
provided these statistcs:

*At2150 the police were called
to the disturbance where
approximately 550 people were
attending the Sham concert. Two
of the audience had been cjected

over customers who
will evidently respond in kind.

To charge an extra 50p is also
probably unnecessary - a nominal
10p would suffice - especially as
customers on the night were
clearly unable to fulfil the 48 hour
‘waiing period required by law for
club . membership
admitted as guests anyway, still
‘having 1o pay the additional 50p
as confirmed by the Top Rank
'management. Customers tell us
tlw whzn they purchased. their

from the hall by i
When the police took out two
more they were surrounded by
members of the audience justling
and trying to kick’. (This must
have been difficult without
shoelaces - Ed). “PC Edwin
Meacham was hit by a table and
injured. later to be treated at the
General Hospital and dis-
charged. A Top Rank employee
was also Hiit by a thrown table

not m/ormed of the further S0p
charge, but Top Rank tell us they
were.

Itis also important to note that
the management of any venue
accepting a booking for an act like
Sham 69 knows perfectly well the
type of audience the band will
attract and  should  seriously
consider tailoring it’s attitude and

policy accordingly.O



HOT ‘N’SPICY

By Jule Wieland

Last month, a new record label, Vindaloo hit
the shops. Robert Lloyd, ex-Prefects and now of
‘The Nightingales, chose the name because ‘the
records will be hot and spicy’.

The first release was by Legs Akimbo fEalunng four
tracks ‘Lederhosen’, ‘Greasy Joe's Caff’, ‘Dread in a
hammock’ and ‘Gotta get me legs out of bed’. Legs
Akimbo is really one guy doing everything. He recorded
at Bob Lamb’s studio (he of UB 40 fame) and Bob also
produced it. A trained zoo keeper, currently a printer,
Legs is a genuine all-round eccentric who breeds bats
and snakes.

The second release - due to
overwhelming demand. as they
say. comes from the now-defunct
Prefects who ichieved cult status
following their work for John
Peel. The tape was bootlegged

Nightingales have already played
gigs around Birmingham, i
London and the North - with
more lined up. including an
appearance at ‘Fun in the Park’
(Summerfield Park, May 1st)

and Rough Trade showed
interest. Which brings us to
distribution. Rough trade
provide finance for pressings and
are  distributing  Vindaloo
nationwide. Robert didn’t want

Regarding radio - John Peel has
already replayed the Prefects
session.

New. wave outfit The Night-
ingales has Robert Lloyd on
vocals and ‘plastic toys’, Eamonn

BRMB new P on June 9
in the shape of returning Brummie Bob Hopten -
replacing John Russell who moves onto pastures new in
Bristol.

Bob comes back fresh to the Football Capital Of The
‘World from the wilds of Stockton-on-Tees where he spent
5 years constructing and running the Programme
Department, gaining many plaudits for his efforts there.

Prmr to that he spent 10 years with the BBC in

and is well by first
Brum Beat groups for his live sessions with local bands at
the old BBC studios in Edgbaston’s Carpenter Road and
Ampton road (the latter now houses Johnny Haynes’
Zella Recording Studios) before the BBC’s move to it’s
ritzy Pebble Mill emporium.

At BRMB Bob will be re-uniting with a number of
former colleagues including breakfast show presenter
Les Ross (Tees), chief engineer Dave Wood (BBC), music
organiser Brian Savin (Pebble Mill), sports editor Tony
Butler (Sport In The Midlands - Home Service) and he
was at school with commercial producer Phil Dawson.

to deal with a big, established
fabel and went for Rough Trade
because '] think they'lllet us look
after ourselves which is the whole
idea of us getting together.
Whereas other companies want
tolook after you in the sense they
want o tell you what to do”.

He feels very optimistic about
the label. Legs Akimbo and

Duffy - bass, Joe Crow - guitar
and vocals, Paul Apperley -
drums. Their first album is due
outin June.

Also set for late May release
are the singles ‘Going Through
The Motions’ by The Prefects
(UGH 2) and ‘T Was A Young
Man’ by the Janet and Johns
(UGH3).

Ex- |
Pozed

Stoke on Trent band, Expozer,
show the way to Potteries acts
‘who claim there are no venues in
the area by pioneering their way
through a 10-date tour of venues
hitherto  not used for rock
performances - mainly schools
and youth clubs.

Opening at Waterhouses Youth
Club on May 1 they take in
Westwood High School (2),
Goldenhill ),
Millward Youth Club (7), Stone
Youth Club (9), Corigleton Town
Hall (14), Mountside Youth Club
(16), Cheadle Yoyth Club (21),

22) and Madeley

Rehearsal Complex Set For City

An ambitious scheme to
prnvide top-class rehearsal

fa in central
Birmingham has been
announced.

Work is already under way on
converting warehouse premises
close to the city cente into a suite
of large practice rooms. When

complete. acas up to 1.200'sq ft
will be available, enabling bands
to rehearse not just their music

but  complete stage shows
including lighting and sound
mixing.

The studio will be open shortly

a  seven-days-a-week
rehearsals basis only. but the
consortium behind the scheme
envisages eventually providing

the most complete service to
musicians, including  16-track
recording; provision of equip-
ment including back-line, drums
and PA; video recording of stage-

show rehearsals with instant
play-back  facilities;  video
promotion and  demo film

service: a unique ‘do-it-yourself’
scheme for four-track recording.
where bands are provided with

£200d equipment at low cost. and.
encouraged 10 engineer and
roduce their own tapes;
refreshments for the  tined
musician, including sun-ray and
sauna; storage facilities.

Even when the more ambitious
elements of the scheme are under
way, basic practice rooms at low
rent will sill be available for local
artistes.

School (23).

UB 40 Tour

Flushed with the success of their current big one -
King/Food For Thought - city reggae band UB 40 are
about to undertake a mammoth trek through the
Highways & Byeways of our green and pleasant land. In
support will be Reality, Fast Relief and maybe even one

 other.

Datesset are Trent Polytechnic

(May 1). Newport Village (2).
Dudley JB's (3). Brighton
Tenkinson's (4). Brixton Roxy
(6). Bradford University (7).
Sheffield Limit (8). Scarborough
Penthouse (9). Retford Porter-
house (10), Bristol Polytechnic
(13). Exeter University (14).
Penzance  Demelza’s (15,

Newton Abbot Seale Hayne
College (16). Torquay 400 Club
(17). Cardiff Top Rank (20),
Loughborough University (21).
Shrewsbury Music Hall (22).
Walsall Town Hall (23),
Coventry Lanchester Polytech-
nic (24). Wakefield Unity Hall
(25). Doncaster Rotters (26).
Middlcton Civic Hall (27). Keele
University  (28).  Aberdeen
University ~ (30).  Dundee
University (31). Ayr Pavilion

(June 1). Edinburgh Tiffany's
. Sunderland M.\

Birmingham Top Rank (8)

The current boom for Midlands
venues obviously has not yet
reached Notti ire where

DISCO EQUIPMENT
EXHIBITION

THE MIDLANDS DISCO
EVENT OF THE YEAR !

DISCO
LIGHT

SOUND’80

SUNDAY IIthMAY
12 noON - 7em.
ST JOHNS HOTEL
WARWICK RD - SOLIHULL

MORE THAN 20 LEADING
MANUFACTURERS WILL
BE EXHIBITING

LICENSED BAR
FREE PARKING

ADMISSION 75p

JBL. AIC.
«KLARK-TEKNIK»
Soundcraft

The Grey Topper in Jacksdale
has virtually ceased the booking
of live bands. In the 12 years it

as been in operation the Topper
has featured bands ranging from
Bill Haley & The Comets right
through o The Pretenders, but
now drastically  reduced
attendancies - from an average of
600-700 plummeting to less than

200 - have forced the
management to severely curai
their  booking  programme

ey the % nights a week live
band policy to just one local band
per week

Lavgeorsmall i,
dsignservic i reuired.
Disouats fo epea ndes,
Tntereste?

Phooe Glris Rust
0214434232

ind, what
el could e do but g i down

AN HOP

o Hurst Street and check
xm and Bell "This i what they

Modelled by Rhonda and
John  hoy =

er’ incoat’.
we’re not exactly sure what they
are modelling, and o therght =
*Stud Of The Month’.

Pix by Pnul Mmm both
the

coine
courtesy  Kab Bl

NS PRESE!

D
BINGLEY HALL, STAFFO

TUESDAY 13th

D
MAY AT 8 PM

plus support
TICKETS £4

vailable from Cy
Sundown Re
from Adrian

77 Barton Road




Mainly Folk...

Nightmares in
Coventry photo-finish

- exclusi
Fing ik th news, B Beat s you the ki sory o 5o Pt
Flok Club Songwriting contest, This years entry of seven provided a
breathtaking contest, tension fuelled no doubt by last months feature
in Winner by
conscience epic called “Nightmares”. Runner-up was Pete Laity, a
recent immigrat from Cornwall whose song, “Phoenix”, was written
about Covent

In an exclusive publishing deal, reputedly worth several pints of
bitter, the winning oy . 1o have been printed in Coventry Folk
Fanzine_“Folks”. is threatened by the failure of the
publication to lppelrun nu s recently. Whether this is due

o 4 oy s e

apathy, is not clear but Folk Club organiser Pete Willow told our
rier, “I'm sick as a parrot, these lads have trained hard all season
and, despite the crowded fxture lst, have pulld out a superlative
performance against the best that Eurovision can produce. Now they
are the victims of cynical media manipulation, T can tell you that ey
are not over the moon on this one.™
N

jonal publications who have shown great interest. He remarked
“Tim pleased by theit resction but Twoskd prefce a deal with & ocal
‘magazine or paper.” Perhaps our editor might sce his way clear.....2

Whatever Happened to. *
Prime contender for this spot this month h-s to be John Dowie. The
lovable, tone deaf funster in Rawtenstall (where
2) for several years and has so far resisted the temptation to return to
the bright lights of Moseley. Recent rumour suggest that JD's rural
ldyllmlysoonbeendmgind as evidence, he has a rare local gig at the
Dragon, Stratford on the 8th May.

I you haven’t seen Dowie in action, well he’s the man who did for
entertainment what Evo-Stik did for Feminine Hygiene. Get along,
and have a ripping good time!

Aliens
in

Kings Heath
Shock Horror

Wedlock’s New Man

Nice to see Grimstock’s Folk Club, Coleshill glvlng equnl hlllmg o
Fred Wedlocks guitar playing accomplice

always been willing to give a bn of exposure m . dsemng mmn:un
and many will gigged with Fred for
several years before giving up to study ‘real’ music. Recently Chris
has been Fred’s regular assistant and his solo featurette can be
guaranteed to bring the house down night is a ridiculously
actmnphshad with charisma not found in an
instrumentalist. You'll never have the chance to see Django play live
but you can sec ewman at , Coach Hotel, Coleshill
i May. Be wared,

few

Polydor, who arc moving havily into the middlc aged i

market, recently signed Harvey Andrews and, o ensure a quick
return, organised an instant live recording at the Hare and Hounds,
. Folk Club members were a little surprised by not one

Kings H
hm mmm the

bmry audible, butcver prsent, oy of Radio2, .ppmmly Bdinto
the house PA system by the technological monsters parked outside
urhich acted 2. ggantic ndm aerial tuned, despite the best efforts of

el T R
apparentl outer g 9 who had a fleeting resemblance to a
buch of middle aged 1oen, pot bellies and dressed like dry
cleaned juvenile delmqmu Speaking in a strange, mid-Atlantic
English, ( from incredibly high powered radio

There:.l

reccivers back on Alpha Ccnu\ln) the beings implored the amused
Folkles o restrain thesbselvos from talking, beichng, dropping pins

Coleshill
62625 to check lhal lhc gigisstill on.

M 4
e"'“?.”‘ﬂmm.,m.u.w,w

whm...,
M-p-cm-umyum.mumwmms-‘yn_?
and Tyrannosaurus Rex.0)

Sean Patel

SEAN PATEL’S FIVE STAR
FOLK DATES:—

being who was spparently chewmg a ige cigar was e complate
ban on smoking d . Ah well, next week they are having a
S S linkup with the Grand of’ Opry, Dolly
Parton vs Nick Fenwick live from the Hare and Hounds, a close enc
ounter not to be mi

i The Mitre, Stourbride.
May Ot (Fridey)- et & s Cc, O Crown, Dighet.
Pitts Head,

May

Covenry.
20th (Tuesday) - Derek Brimstone, Whie Hart,
Moy 200 s bt R Shok D OVt ot A e, arborse

DON'T SUFFER
EMBARRASSING ITCHING

TO TRY THE BEST GUITARS IN THE WORLD. . .

get into gear al I&C group gear!

4655/6/7

DANCE
FLOOR
DO-IES

Dave Williams on Disco

Atlast!
‘What’s been missing from the first two editions of Brum beat but a

issue with Nicky
and giving the lowdown on the gear he uses and recalling a few
. John’s

Hotel in Solihull on May 11th where among other things there will be
, Citronic, Ice and Guerrini Electro-Acoustics plus other

names.
llyw'nuu/ﬂuhlj-dhluATv-ntw--hdo

8 Jermai

19 I Don’t Believe You Want To Get Up and Dance (Upps)

Gap Band (Mercury)
Injection .

20 Love “Trussel (Elektra)
* SaturdayNite zrmeH..m( )
* Shante . (Cotillion)
3 Rap nn&BamrdilZ"(hndoinlx) .

Heath Bros. (Columbia)




GOOD
AFTERNOON!

CARL PALMER AND PM

I'was less than distraught when I heard that ELP had finally disintegrated
and even less enthusiastic at the prospect of three solo albums, good
though Works Vol I may have been. The first to surface with his own
project is Birmingham born Carl Palmer, the man behind the drum-kit
and probably one of the best sticksmen in the business.

Enthusiasm didn’t spring eternal at the prospect of talking to the man with'the
somewhat unfavourable picture painted in NME. But several plays of the debut album
on Ariola gave a semblance of encouragement, notably with ‘Dynamite’, and anyone

slagged in the NME must have something going for them.

Expeclmg something of

an prat I was

pleasantly surprised to by
discover Palmer isn’t the %
walking ego trip T'd Mike Davies
expected, but a fairly

outgoing friendly guy with
an honest awareness of his
own talent and abilities
that doesn’t cower behind
false modesty. He talks at
a hectic pace but never
trips over his viewpoints,
everything is succinct and
carefully thought out; his
mind is that of a successful
businessman and I'd hate
to come up against him in
the City. However, back
to the NME hatchet job
and that seemed like a
good starting point for the
interview.

I was very disappointed with
that. I feel even a little hostile
about it, I'd actually been set up.
The nice guy 1 think I am got
clobbered badly. 1 got asked to
meet in a hotel I would never
dream of going to myself and he
used that to say that it was the
sort of place he'd expect to meet
an elite entrepreneur rock
roller. There wer quemon\
missing and just the answers
printed. He asked what I thought
of the ELP management and 1
answered that I thought it was
more than adequate. done in a
very professional manner and
that everybody was set up very
well. but all that you got was ‘I'm
set up very well’. The thing is it
sells papers and 'm a target. the
same attitude was built around
ELP and this was one of the
reasons we never played in
England because we  were
personally  attacked. It . did
interfere with the mental attitude
of one member in particular. 1
don't get disturbed by things like
that. To call me filthy rich is
ridiculous. Whatever  T've
invested I've invested an equal
amount back to the art. I'm a
prime example. of the kind of
person they like to pull apart. T
made a name for myself in the
age of the techno-musician and
there’s now a rebellious attitude
on the streets to that. I under-
stand perfectly. that's why 1
called my band PM. because 1
want to belong to the 80's and not
the past. I've surveyed the
market and taken a look at every-
thing. I'm not trying to rehash
any of the old stuff. Obviously
there’s a lot of problems I've got
to overcome. Incidentally. Bob
Edmands wrote one of the worst
reviews ELP had; I'd completely
forgotten about it and it wasn't
until 1 recognised the style that it
dawned on me who he was'.

Do you find _there’s more
pressure on you now with a new
band?

“The pressures today ~are
magnified 1000 times, the
economy of the industry has
completely changed. It's really
difficult to tour England and

make money but I consider
touring 1o let people hear the
product and sell records. We're
definitely going to tour England.
I'm starting at Lancaster
University on May 3. Everything

*I think ‘Works Vol I' was the
peak artistically and after that
you could say it was downhill.
But it wasn't acceptable to the
public. they didn’t want to hear
us that way. It was the thing that
made us and the thing that finally
ended it. People weren't ready
for it and we presented it
wrongly’.

When did you start forming
PM?

“April 79. 1 realised my own
weaknesses as far as songwriting
and becoming a singer and
that T set about

profile. We'll
be travelling in a bus and sharing
rooms. I'm starting from Square

“My own attitude towards the
thing is that you cannot treat it as
a product that was once well
known. The fact that my name s
there is another thing. 1 like to
use my name last of all in doing
anything at all because I believe
that the music should speak for
itself and when they say that I'm
in the band it sounds that much
heavier than trying to use that as
the first card.

“Tonly want what’s best for the
band which is why it’s PM and not
‘The Carl Palmer Band. To call it
that would bring along a lot of
people but I want new people, T
want a young audience as well as
those that -would have come
along to see me’.

1 gather that one of the reasons
ELP disappeared was that you
didn’t like not te 5

‘We actually decided to wind
the band down, it was a very
calculated business approach to
the situation. We decided that
was it at the start of *79. It took 3
months to deal with the ‘In
Concert” album and the live film
we had of the Montreal Olympic
Stadium, and we still have a ‘Best
OF to follow. We'll make up a
history of ELP film using shots
from IOW, Germany, America,
updated with interviews from
today. and finish with a 45 minute
clip from the film made at the
Stadium. But no I wouldn't break
up with a band like ELP because
they didn’t tour. That's not one
of "the reasons, it's more
complicated than that’

‘Works Vol I' seemed very
much the period you really looked
like becoming three solo acts.

“Yes. it was constructed like
that but if you look at the way
that the first album was put
together and then at Works, that
was the beginning and ending of
the band, that's where it started
and where it ended.

‘On the first album you have
three invididual pieces on one
side and near enough 3 songs on
the other. and that's what we did
on Vol I. A side each and a side
for the group. That was ELP,
that was what we were all about
and that belonged to the 70's. 1
think the ‘Love Beach’ album
was a great mistake on our
behalf. T wish that had never
happened. but you have to make
mistakes “ to leam. The ‘In
Concert” album could have been
recorded a lot better but the live
situation with an_orchestra: is
hard enough in a studio.

investigating various talent. I had
tapes from all over the world and
went through them systematic-
ally. 1 found a songwriter I
enjoyed and asked for another
cassette 10 see how prolific he
could be and if T was impressed
with that they I'd go and check
him out. I had to fly down to
Texas to John Nitzinger. I did it
very methodically and T picked
people who were going o give
me exactly what T wanted. It's
been crafted, we've sat down and
talked about every angle. But it's
still one of those things where
you never know what's right and

wrong.
“I'had a certain sound in my
head 1 wanted to capture

Arrangements-wise you can do
anything and make a bad song

sound good but if you have a”

good song and a good arrange-
ment it sounds fantastic and
that's what I was after.

“To write a good song is very.
very difficult. P've got two writers
in the band with John and Tom. I
might consider myself as a kind of
motivator, T add the objective
view to the band. T am the leader
of the band but I don’t push
myself. T try and reach decisions
co-operatively because I want the
othersto lear about the business
so they can come to decisions
quicker. If something was going
drastically wrong then I'd step in
and say we'lldoit this way. I'll ry
not to do that. 1 like them to
make a few mistakes because T
want them to realise what the
world is all abou”.

Was Greg's vocal style an
influence with it’s commercial
attack?

‘I enjoyed Greg's thing
immensely but T didn’t want it to
be as soft as that. T want a big
vocal sound, there’s four singers
in the band’.

How long did it tke to get the
band together?

“About 3’/) months. There’s
John from Texas. he had his own
band and did two albums for
Capitol. Barry was with the
Crusaders for 3 years and Blood.
Sweat and Tears befoe that. Eric
was with Flo and Eddie, and Tom
was with Automatic Man’.

“First of all I went for song-
writers; to put together a band of
great musicians is quite easy but
that isn’t everything. I tried to
keep it as contemporary as
possible and 1 think a lot of
people didn’t know the band was
mostly American, you can't say
it's American from the sound. It
really is a band. The music is
written by members of the band
and the production was done
collectively. T felt that would be a
better way to get the individual
personalities across but if 1
thought things were going wrong
Twould stepin.

“I believe that the public like to
see a group ‘cos they see unity as
opposed to one guy stepping out
on his own and leading a jazz
rock band or whatever. There are
a few drummers who have done
that but I think they've made big

mistakes. 1 offer a completely

bjective view purely for the
enhancement of the band. plus
my experience. I've been
involved with two great music-
ians for a long time and I have a
good pair of ears; it was one of
the policies we discussed at the
beginning that this was the way it
would be and they would benefit
fromit.

“I'm not trying to gain power as
an individual. I knaw my
personality is overbearing at
times and I try to hold it back. I
could have written all the songs
myself, I have songs, but I'm man
enough to admit that they're not
what I want to offer the public.
I'm not in this for individual gain.
It's funny that the initials PM are
the first and fourthJetters of my
name, and I will use my name
when the time is right. to help the
band’.

‘What about the material itself?

*A couple were written when

we'd got together and they
realised what 1 wanted and
several were written prior to that.
‘Dynamite’ was written as a
band, ‘Go For It’ also, about a
little less than half were written
when the band had been formed.
The songs are very today. I don’t
want to rehash the past. I believe
that strong melodics belong to
the future and that's the PM
sound.”
‘Do You Go All The Way'
sounds deliberately and blatantly
a chauvanistic song. Was it
intended to be?

“Yes, it really was. I can’t be a
part of lyrics which try and
dcllvcr a_political or religious
message. | want something which
is a little humorous like ‘My
sharona’, that puts a smile on my
face. I'm sure it offends people
but Jagger offended people when
he did ‘Star Star’ so 1 reckon
there’s room for another. It's not
really meant to be serious’.

One thing the NME said was
that you’d mot paid ~much
attention to musical trends. Was
that fair?

“No. If you were to see my
collection you'd see I've been
constantly listening. Bands like
Blondie, Police, Tom Petty.
Whether I'd choose to play what
they do is another thing, but I've
listened and it's very hard for
someone like Bob Edmands 1o
accept that somebody like Carl
Palmer would listen to Police.
But they have value in today’s
music and that's what I'm inter-
ested in’.

What sort of presentation do
you intend to have?

“Theatrically there’s very little
on stae but there will be a large
digital watch at the back which
was given to us by Seiko, the PM
is in the middle of it and that will
light up. I'm not using my big
gongs and T won't be spinning
round in a circle, stages are very
small. We want to play in small
places and I'd rather turn people
awsy than try and sell out.

@ continued on page 8

3 Skydiver
10 Split Image
17 Wicked
Sister

FREE SATURDAY LUNCHTIMES

24 The Troops
31 Liquid
Mirrors

7 Quartz
14 Ransom
21 Cryer
28 Warhead
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Modern Music
30 Castle Hill, Dudley, West Midlands,
DY14QQ. Tel: Dudley 55293.
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Official Shure Microphone Repairs,
Repairs to most models while you wait,
Loudspeaker exchange serv-ce,

Sole dealers for

Amplification for the Midlands,
Wide Range of Guitars & Amps,
Stockists H/H & Premier Drums.

—_ﬂ'emier=m—_—

BOUGHT, SOLD OR EXCHANGED
WANTED URGENTLY
Guitars, Drum Kits, Keyboards
Amplification/PA Equipment
Highest Cash Prices Paid
Instant Collections Made

MUSICAL
EXCHANGES

Street, Birmingham
Tel: 021 643



BUZZINGS

Mike Davies

he’s recently been voted by the
Royal Schoo! for the Deaf as the
person. most likely to succeed
Jimi_ Hendrix. Not since_their
totally imaginary gig at Gornal
Baths has the music_business
e hows s Vol dcsolatims
but ignoring cries of iore the

Hobbs refused to return for such
classics as “Don’t Come It With
Me”, “Get In The Back Of The
Moris, Doris” or “I Love You
Diana So Pass Me The Spanner”.

mercies is the road to

salvation made.

Headlining ' were  Dasste

who have scored 2

Tuesday residency at the B
o the peregth/os iz pa:kad
first appearance audition.

The g0 from strength
to strength, although I view Joe
Wade's evelaion that the band

re active on
mge 10 the extent that he has
taken to jumping on his speakers

- with reservations. The tapes I
possess indicate that they have a
great potential both as writers
and performers, most notably
with the commercial pop of
“Clockwork Doll” and _the
moody_atmospherics of “Tick

Tock - Rock” _sad “All Your
Dreams”. has a
distinctive vocal stylc sad s prese

of stage suss. Just hope they
don’t blow. things with sensation
secking stunts.

The Beat’s new single “Mirror
In The Bathroom”, backed by
“Jackpot” looks ik a Top Scr,
Well up front to cope with
ticket demand asper Carrutthas
t his Winter dates with five
mghl_\ at the Odeon from 9-13
December. Rialto’s confirmed
for date at Opposite Lock May

14th,

While in Coventry I bumped
into Horace from the Specials
who tells me the band are now
getting into_the second album

with a vengeance and already
have 3 or 4 numbers well down.
He was puticaay entustzel
about a re-reading
il i il
is goint to be another “You're
Wondering Now” for them. Still
no decision on “Rat Race” as a
single though

Ex Medicine Head and British
Lions vocalist, Dudley lad, John
Fiddler back 'in solo action on
Harvest with a new single, “Look
Don’t Touch”, that once again
highlights  his distinctive
vocalisations and sense of strong
songs. The missing British Lions
second album is also due to
surface soon via Cherry Red. The
new Raymond Froggat single
“Relly”is on Jet- s casly one
of his best songs in ages. A n
albun is gradually taking shape
down at the OId Smith

JThe redoubtable Ben Holland
known as the CCM man

behing “ToR s “Shooting
strikes again with “Liar”

ons

n Raid’s reactivated EP
e
that a friend of the band actually
asked me along to review them
Td have thongh tha fat he ight
my past comments they'd have

Do T than by o o
wiclding a pen round their set
again. Still has luck-theirs and
mine-would have ‘it I couldn’t
‘make the gig anyway.

Fipleas Flie movecn iy bt
on the scene to capitalise on the
‘success’ of “Sid Vicious Was
Innocent””. Breath duly bated,

Oscar from the Sussed appears
to think he's upset me because T
pronounced latest
extravaganza ‘rigidly boring’ at a
recent gig, a definite case of 100
much, t00 rushed, too
despite the obvious abilities of his
band. The main problem in live
Sets appears to be a combination
of " Oscar's extravagant
enthusiasm  and buffoon
approach and his inability to sing
in tune. Since the tapes indicate
that he can handle the notes with
vigour and style I wish he'd take
the gigs  little more seriously
than a party piece.

GOOD
AFTERNOON
@ frompage7

‘I dom't want to take any
chances, I'd rather play it down
than play it up. The sound will be
very close to the album. that was
constructed  with  the least
amount of overdub so that we can
get near to the sound when we
perform it. By the time we play
England. the band will have been
together nearly nine months and
we'd been together 7 before we
made the album. I've taken the
time and Pve been fortunate to
have X- amount of money I could
putintoit, so I didn’t have to rush
things and I believe that with
certain’ assistance and guidance
from other people I can achieve
what I set out to do..

“‘Whether it’s accepted or not is

another thing. I want the band to_

be a people’s band and not in an
situation like it was

Kicks strangely gigless these
days despite two TV’

and a clutch of songs.
Considering the move of the
market in the US their teenerama
proprock could go down well
there and native audiences will
have to learn and. Oak
Agency, must be cncountering

Star” - depressing resistance m their
under the name of Benon on his | ever persistant efforts to get
own Neo Label. This time he's | exposure fo the band round our
g0t a sort of ska beat wrapped | pub and club circuits. Coventry's
round a throaty JJ Cale shuffle | VIP's ‘debut on Bem with

ith 9 “Causing C: , oncof
inflection, add to that a hook bouncy fun poprock outfits

chorus and you've got another
excellent single from a man who
deserves to be very important in
meur:ck el s coming

Unconfirmed rumours
regarding the current state of
Clty Boy tend to sugees that
various upheavals hay
e e
couldntelict
any information to
deny reports but s perhaps
ominous  that their spokesman
‘was uncertain as to whether the
were still with the company.
Watch out for further news.

by the amnesiac Leargo
hile back. This is by Daze
20d titked T Wanoa Be A Sar”
Nice to have ambitions
Rumomhunm-wo.ﬂ
tapes are curently being hawked
mlncﬂnn

Snllnoncwsnlknhnvdl'
rum bands and
wonders;mlmvmnyque

with ELP. There’s a big rebel-
lious attitude towards superstars
and T don't want to come up
against that. T want the personal-
ities of the band to come out. I'm
going to doa drum solo because I
couldn’t go to a concert and not
do one, I'l be laying ‘Fanfare For
The Common Man’ because that
wasn’t written by ELP and since
it was written by an American it

Is the album slanted to the
States?

‘No. thats why we recorded it
in Munich, we wanted a Euro-
pean feel. We don’t have a dealin
America because 1 wanted to
prove myself here first. T don't
want anything for nothing. 1
believe that's the best way in life
and my attitude is that I will take
the band to America as a proven
commodity and when we ask for
the money it will be a realistic
figure in line with today’s market
place’

An astute business man indeed
is Mr Palmer, all angles have been
sussed out and perhaps he’s
fortunate in being able to marry a
rock 'n’ roll band life with the
obviously  strong fimancial
acumen he possesses.

At times it sounds as though
he’s actually done market
research to find all the necessary

jons that a rock band
has to fulfil and yet he’s still
‘managed to retain a genuine feel
as opposed to a sterile calculated
‘mechanism.

T wish him luck and hope he
doesn’t encounter too many more
knife-jobs like the NME piece,
but T must admit T had to smile
after he’d told me he wanted to
shy away from the superstar
image that as we wrapped up the
interview he asked if I wanted him
to sign the album cover.

feel at home'.

o
a

UB40 signing
Tlak what g St PRl
forthe lbow i this provestrc?

Priest disproved the old
:d:pthalll;hmmgmexlﬁlu

a repeat
peﬂmxmn(lhelrl’hdd:ym
taking the stage on the first 2
nights at the Odeon because of a

-~

ISLAND.

RECORD
PRESSINGS

OMEGA

SOUND SYSTEMS

MIXING
BUSINESS?

PLEASURE!
2w 6w
3KW FOLDBACK
24into § Main Desk
201to 8 Fodback
TOURS &
TRUCKING
LONDON &
BIRMINGHAM
Tel:
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Ernie Brick Again.

Igonllewordlnlm
It was midnight wl dwrhﬂrln(.lﬂlppadinln
lndind!u-tuwlud off and opened the door.

Three, men stood there dressed in black with shoulders the width of

room for only one inside.
Wumuessly they clbowed me aside and took up menacing positions
in front of my inflatable Marc Bolan doll. One of the three, tougher
and more sinister than his confederates, casually ripped off his own
head and swalloved it whole. These guys meant business.
“What

want?”

snapped, swallowing my temper with

do you
difficulty. (Dreadful things happen when Ilose my temper. Tusually go

the face and wet myself).

redin
““We wanted you out of town Dowie!” said the tallef of the three,
nonchalently planting a wel-aimed kick at that part of ny body which
alwvays insists on standing up when [ want 0 lie dowr
reaction t ess violence was swilt, immediate and
ooelf; atculated. 1 was out of the door and halfway down the street

before my burly ints
Lfeta bhand on my ollr

probl
beingh o basie back nsde
"My foot

s explained. thi

rs had time to start laughing.
blem’s getting ridiculous” 1 thought, before

friend with all the expressive subtlety of a cement
to me carefully and gently, occas

underlining the more salient features of his discourse by rubbing my

face in a bowl of broken glass.

“The music biz is looking to provincia

explained.
“London's had t. Manchester’s oingching of Clay Records
Magazine, - Sad fé.

" rear” Isquealed “T've got this fabidea Fort
a deat, dumband lind boy v
mad
“Stow it kid” snarled Happy Features abscnt-mindedly rioping oft
of my cars and wiping his nose on it. “You're not included. W
ks o ances 1 iy Soond Cukpeny Ghy R A e 16
your act he’ll be back down the Smoke quicker than a ferrct up Jimmy

tdo you want me to do?” I blurted. “Don’t worry” my chum
remnrk:d “We're sending you somewhere nice and obscure. We've
gotyouaload ouuppm gigs with Alberto y Los Trios Paranoias - that
should keep you nicely out of the way’

And that'’s what's happened. llng\nshed in obscurity for 3 long
years. The Birmingham Mob (whoover they were) bided their time
and the rest is history. The Specials, The Beat, The Selecter, UB40,

. Dexy’s Midnight Runners, The Quads, TheGanplers youname ‘em.
Thcy'd ‘have got nowhere ‘Without me.
onths ago I sneaked into Birmingham checking out the
possibility of Ernie Brick.
l[ {ou want to know wllaLhappcned check last month’s Brum Beat.

akes you want to vomit.Cl
Jnhanwie
(Cumnﬂyperhrmlng ‘new show “Life After Death Before Breakfast’
reen Dragon, Stratord, May 8th and Digbeth Clvic Hall, May 10th. ~

Buzzcocks, IreRun voluntarily by willing
Boomwwn Rats, The Undertones and Tends at the Hanley Resource

ine is edited by
‘who gets killed when he trips over a pils. ©f

JACK JOHNSTON, manager of
BBC Radio Birmingham, died at
Selly Oak Hospital on April 5
following a stroke two weeks
carlier. 58 year old Scotsmayi
Jack lived in Edgbaston and had
been with Radio Birmingham
since it's inception in 1970. Ithad
been announced only weeks
before his death that he was due to

THEATRE
NEW STREET

The Midlands Leading Live Concert \

Robinson,  prevee .
Programme Producer at BEU
Radio Bristol. Jeremy succeeds
Brian Harrison who becomes
Station Manager at BBC Radio
Cleveland, where John Pickles
had been acting manager since
leaving Radio Scotland. Brian
had been with Radio Brum for 9
years.

With the arrival of the
complete new management team
there are likely to_be séyeral
‘major organisations at the station
- watch Brum Beat for. further

ils. O

NUM FORCE

To lucky Brummies, Magnum have been a forc
four years now.

Starting out doing gigs such as the famous Railway Hotel, on Curzon Street, 'and

one-ofs like the one where I first came across them at the

gigs at the City’s Repertory Theatre.

After four years of hard graft, the band are begi to

As the Iov of that ladder
they've climbing
approaches, lh: rungs * start
getting closer together. Their
schedule is pretty hectic. |

*After this tour ends’, Bob and
Kex say. ‘we have a month off.

e to reckon with for over

sadly gone Sunday night rock

reap the benefits. Their live EP has charted, their live
album, ‘Marauder’ has just been released and they’re
drawing to the close of a highly successful tour with Def

Leppard.

Their first album, ‘Kingdom of Madness’, was
released shortly after they signed to Jet Records early in
1978. It was this album that set them on the first rung of a
ladder, the top of which is drawing nearer all the time.

It provided them with an anthem - the title track of the

album - and won for them a small army of dedicated

fans.

Their position was consoli-
dated by the release last year of
their second album, ‘Magnum
IT. a less powerful album than
their vinyl debut but still carryi

then there’s a new headlining
By tour in June. then over the

summer we'll be recording a new
studio album for release early
next year’. ‘It has to be early next
year', says Bob, ‘because other-
wise we'd have to release it just
before Christmas and it might
just get swallowed up. There
aren't any tracks decided upon

Steve Coxon

Not that his newness stands out
on stage too prominently. Play-
ing safe and sticking very much to
| the paths beaten by his prede-

- barrel -

Everv Tuesday - DANSETTE DAMAGE
Every Thursday - LITTLE WILLY
Every Saturday - ANDY LLOYD WEDGE
2nd: CUDDLY BUNNIES
5th: THE WEST + UBIK
6th: HANDSOME BEASTS

7/14th: REALITY
9th: THE FABULOUS THUNDERBIRDS
11/23rd: STRAY DOGS
12/26th:
16: THE LEFTOVERS
18/25th: HOT FUSION
30th: RHYTHM SISTERS (Extension Till 1am)

Doors open from 7.30 pm
Live music 7 nights a week!

CROMO

“taken a dive’ the previous night,
having  been - pulled into _the
audience.  ‘Eventually  the
roadies waded i

the hallmark that can only be
stamped upon a record by true
talent.

A lot of that talent flows
through the fingers of guitarist
Tony Clarkin. An unmistakable
figure on stage with his thick.
bushy sideburns and  dark
Panama hat. Unmistakable also
because of his guitar that cajoles.
persuades. woos, and attacks an
audience with its polished and
burnished sound - drawn from
the hands and creative genius of a
master.

Tony is the band member with
the heavy responsibility of
writing most of the material.

“Tony's the one to talk to if you
want to know what's going on’,

out, he said with a smirk. in
between signing « couple of EP’s
and about half a dozen leaflets.

On the other side of the by now:
crowded  dressing room, Kex
Gorin, the drummer. removes
the headband that he always
wears on stage - it is literally
dripping with sweat.

Perhaps that is the secret of
Magnum’s success. They work
extremely hard on stage. but
when they come off they haven't
finished.

After the flurry of excitement
caused by the release of the live
EP, the live album is at first a
little bit disappoint. It lacks the
power of the EP, but perhaps
that is because four very power-
ful tracks- including *Kingdom of
Madness’ and “Invasion” - are
played in close and quick
succession  building up the
tension, power and enjoyment to
an eruption of pure pleasure.
The album, ‘Marauder’, is
much more carefully paced. just
like the stage show. building up,
building down. pouring on the

BUOZL

L] EACKLINE SALES AT DEVASTATING PRICES AND EVERYTHING IN STOCK
£245 Fender Rhodes 73 £599

£499
Rlckenhlhgl;@l bass, 330 12 string, ulllurl In stock the mmplm Aria mng.

THE BRUM BEAT
STARTS IN HEREFORD ¢

Britain's finest pro‘essional music shop
is also your loce s professional shop.

Keyboards, Roland amps and effects.
Amps by; Fender (twin mem-m)
Marshall, ZootHorn!

cessor, once he's built up |yet - but it will be all new
confidence and become a fully | material’. BETH
graduated member of the band | - Can'twait.0 HIGH ST. DIG
is I feel, will be

Colin Lowe, bassist. had | important.

-

power and -then bringing you

ounts.

Fender

back round to mystical, atmos-

Full range of Flightcases.

.Bﬂ"AIN‘S LEADING PROVINCIAL MULTITRACK AND STUDIO SUPPLIERS

0 3300SX £450 80-8 £2399 Brennel Mini 8 £4500 Revox B77.

pex and Scotch (206 Yzinch - £14)
‘ascam, Smdlmm (16-4 £1050) RSD

hldonll or demo studio.

ﬂﬁ.

OTHE MIDLANDS LEADING PASPECIALISTS
SOLE PROVINCIAL AGENTS FOR THE AAMAZING AMCRON AMPLIFIERS
D75 £270.25DC150 £406.25 50 PSA 2 £977.50in stock and on demo.
range of RSD and Dl Eaar 1 106k o amask prces:
RSD 13.3 E450, 10.5 £850, 20.2 £799 Studiomaster 12.2D £640, 16-25 £799,

says Bob Catley. vocalist. ‘He's
the one who writes most of the
material. He has the ideas. and
we all work them out’.

20-2b £950, Studiomaster 16-4 £1050,
stockat

), 20-4 £1199, 16-8 £1999. JBL Drivers always in

‘Marauder’ best professional IpnmE‘!ZO ,E130, E140, 2220, 2410, 2420, 2441, 2402, 2405.
Heroes Plusal | anclosures and ‘spares. Electrovoice and ATC specialists (ATC standard
PA 12" £85; 2 for £1601) vaorAmquAmcmn,BGW RSD (800c £499, 400c £275)

That formula for writing
material is proving remarkably
successful. Backstage at Hanely's
Victoria Hall, after th band
played on the Def Leppard tour
when it visited the area. it was
almost impossible to talk o the
band because of the huge number
of fans wanting autographs.
Glynis and Jill, whoever they
may be. even demanded that
they have their stomachs signed.
A task which Bob Catley under-

i 'word for it, ask our customers, who
took with great enthusiasm fans pour in. the audience wildly shouting for ) e P The Bes 108
Secing the fans come through. |  Grenville Harding. the band's | more. Mind you. a touch of _,,,w,,(,,..,.mmf}i"“ “Moan Street
the most noticeable thing about | keyboards player. is a new | imagination is needed to do it. D mmmmmam
them all is how young they are. | member. having joined the band | the sheer power of a Magnum gig )id Smithy, Mlur:’.;’wu Tane, L
Clutching leaflets advertising the | only at the end of March follow- | is not fully realised on the album. Bananastand, Bell PA, Wigwam, """"« i,
new ‘Marauder’ album. or'the | ing the departure of Richard-| Névertheless, with tracks such ‘and most leading record componies.
live EP they worship Magnum | Bailey. as ‘Changes’. ‘Reborn’ and the
with the same fervour accorded | He's slowly being worked into | excellent ‘So Cold the Night', 65 Widemarsh Street, H"eﬂ”d
to any band which they adopt as | the band. becoming part of an | there’s not much that can go Tel: (0432) 55961/52016

their heroes.

*I don't believe this’. exclaims

the four manager. ‘Let ‘em in’
Tony and Bob call out. And the

entity.

phere-creating breaks.
Play it loud. close your eyes.
and you're there. Back among

wrong.

Turner, Bose, MM, ACES, HH etc. The
and on demo. Call for prices.

®THE MIDLANDS LEADING HIRE COMPANY
Studio and backline hire of:- Messa

Fender, Musicman, Ampeg, Zoot-Horn,

ie,
Palymoogs, Mini Moogs, Omni's AFP 2600's, Clavinnettes, Wurlizers, Hammonds,

TEAC 3440’s, Tascam 80-8's, Revox A +
FULL LISTS AND RATES ON REQUEST.
®MANUFACTURE

reussion, Syndrums, Octobans, Tympany, Vibes, Marimbas, Complete
Kits, Vocoders, Harmonisers (Eventide + MXR), Graphics, Flangers, DBX.
B77's, Tunnoy + JEL monitors etc.

Our sister company, Sound Enclosures, makes the best flight cases and enclosures

available. Li a

your P
: ‘our newsletter and prie lsts.

Hallthis soundstoo good ol hnlnu,am’lunwr
include:-

orfor
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“There’s not really much doing round here’ so says the local paper the
‘Evening Sentinel’, the ‘voice’ of Stoke-on-Trent.

though (though they look hapoy

prejudicing
NYJO or olhcn it's nly e
say that the O

member of Jack Teagarden'
outfits.

ZMh Gllluns! Al | Casey has th

On the surface, they’re right. But Brum Beat scratched that surface just
a little bit. Eight days and sixty pages of notes later and the music of
Stoke’s industrial landscape becomes a little clearer.

1t’s not surprising that the local Press, and more importantly the local citizens, don’t

realise what a wealth of talent exists on their own doorstep.

Bands make little effort to publicise their own gigs.
Posters are more or less non-existent and the- ‘Evening
Sentinel’ carries very few ads for local gigs. Those pub
gigs which are advertised are done so through the efforts
of the pub landlords. Very commendable for the land-
lords, but an indictment of local bands.

It all stems from a profound disillusionment felt by the
musmam of the Potteries towards the whole scene.

That

is cause
by the lack of any suitable venue
for local bands, good or bad, to
get a proper airing.

There is no venue of the calibre
of say JB’s in Dudley where you
can go to see a band, not worry
too much about dress restric-
tions, drink until two in the
morning, and generally enjoy the
heady atmosphere of a club gig.

Clubs in the area do their best.
/Alan Hudson, assistant manager
of Sammi Belles in Newcastle-
under-Lyme explained that the
group of clubs for which he works
(there: are four in the area
altogether) *have no basic policy
really. But, we don’t allow punks
or rockers, mainly because of the
general aggravation that they

cause to our more regular
customers’.
The club’s ‘more regular’

clientele consists of the disco

Other local bands find the same
Kind of antipathy even among
audiences at their pub gigs.

Nigel Banford, manager of the
Plastic Idols and local music
aficionado summed it up: ‘The
audience round here is purely
into success and not talent. You
can’t blame them, I suppose,
because the success rate of bands
in Stoke is nil. Say the Jam were a
Stoke band and they'd never
been ‘discovered”. they'd still be
getting 90 people along to pub

what they have been playing'.

Disheartened but not
defeated, the bands carry on
anyway.

The scene has brightened up
considerably just recently with
the arrival in town of Mike Stone.
owner of a small record shop jn
SeCID/ et il i fitind

brigade. the
dedicated followers of fashion
who like nothing better than a
quiet drink and basically mono-
tonous musical diets of heavy
disco and ‘acceptable” chart hits.
They're not particularly
interested in the much more vital
and strident local music scene.

‘The management do what they
can - local play on
Wednesday and Sunday nights
but the audience is not very
receptive.

When Brum Beat was in the
area, the Plastic Idols, described

Izb:l Clay Records.
New label~first release

track single from local punks

rge was released at the
beginning of April. The second
release, from the Plastic Idols is
out at the end of this month.

The Discharge single has
generated a lot of interest. Fan
letters have been arriving from
places as distant as Croydon and
Guernsey. John Peel has played
the single a couple of times. The
of the label has

electronic
o ana certainly the best band
around town, got much

appreciation at the club as a
thunderstorm on a Bank Holi-
day. They even had to cut short
their set so that the regulars could
find new ways to bore themselves
to death on the disco-ridden
dance-floor.

given credibility and viability to
an otherwise flagging musical
sub-culture.

“Pve got a feeling that there’s a
scene starting up here’, says Mike
Stone, “It’s a good thing, like the
old days with the Merseybeat
sound. Maybe we’re in for a
Midlands sound”.

o ock ug

gigs - even if they played exactly..|

The label's first release, a four- _

Some would say that the
Midlands sound has already got
underway with the ska revival
centred on Coventry spear-
headed by groups such as the
Speclals. the Selecter. and the
Beat.

Surprisingly. though, Stoke-
on-Trent despite it’s historic
associations with the Sixties is not
party to the Coventry-based
music that has perhaps already
passed its heyday.

Two-tone  symbols adorn
record shops everywhere, mods
are in abundance, but there’s no
real scene and certainly no local
bands carrying the chequered
flag up here.

Nevertheless, by Mike Stone’s
reckoning, what was happening
in Coventry inspired local
musicians with renewed zeal to
keep the music playing in the
Potteries. ‘The scene in Stoke
started up when the Coventry
sound took off".

Not the same music, that’s
definite, but the same enthus-
iasm, the same determination to
rock Clay City to the foundations
of its potbanks.

‘Rock’. of the heavy kind. is
something which seems to grow
in the air around Stoke. Denim-
clad hordes of fans stride around
the City as if they own the place -
which, to be fair. they probably

do.

Dave (doesn’t have a surname
and if he does he’s ot telling)
lead vocalist with the Plastic Idols
put it this way: *If you're not into
heavy rock it's pointless being
here’.

The preponderance of Judas
Priest graffiti and such simple
witticisms as ‘Bon Lives On’
daubed on numerous subway
walls fs matched in scale only by
the complete absence of any
similar graffiti - celebrating the
jobs 1 metal
merchants, of which there are
more than just a few.

Potential
r -who were the local
band on- the Magnum/Def

Leppard package when it visited
the area’s only venue - of any
regular  substance,  Hanley's
Victoria Hall - proved on that
night that they have the potential
to get as many heads shaking as
anyone else, they just lack the
experience. More of them later.
Halogen are the other major
local exponents of metallurgy
Unfortunately, their one  gig
while Brum Beat was in town had
to be cancelled due to the sudden
departure of their keyboards
player. Lead vocalist Alan Bruce
places the blame for the lack of
vitality on the local scene, as do
all the other musicians we spoke
t0, on the lack of a club venue.

Alan went a bit further than
most people, however, citing not
only the local Press but local radio
as well for being out of touch with
local music.

‘We sent Radio Stoke a demo
tape. We got a letter back saying
they couldn’t understand why we
were playing that kind of music’.

A quick look out of the
window of Radio Stoke's recep-
tion drea onto the streets below
full of the denim and leather
army should haye been the
answer Radio Stoke needed.

In all fairess, however, the
station’s only DI with any real
local contact. Bruno, does try to
give local bands a chance on his
250 Express programme.

Brunois outspoken about even
the more popular of local bands.
On  Discharge he declares:
“They're just a bunch of hooli-
gans really, as far as I'm
concerned’. He isn’t impressed
by the high sales figures of the
ba d : “The kids who

ingle are as thick

g the

Lty (Disébaryey areorrUsATre
just like Motorhead with a punk
image. In the single I can see no
more than two chords’.

He's more favourable to bands
such as Expozer. “They've got a
good lead guitarist’.

Kevin Draper
presents . ..

THE

Tuesday 3rd June
Tlffan\y s Coventry
Tickets in Records, Coventry
and Tiffany’s Box Office
Wednesday 25th June

Top Rank, Birmingham
Tickets - Cyclops Records

and Top Rank Box Office.
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Conspirators have been
around for about fifteen years
now and specialise in revamping
Beatles numbers for their act
with goes mainly to social club
venues.

Cashing in on the current
Sixties revival the band are trying
to ‘re-establish themselves by
reworking oldies in their own,
very tight, very slick, style. ‘If the
Pretenders and the Tourists can

do it.’ Bruno shrugs his
shoulders leaving the sentence
unfinished.

BestBand

‘Best band for my morey in
Stoke-on-Trent is Grace’. He
continues. ‘They can play any
venue in this City and they're
guaranteed an audience’.

Grace, who succeeded last
year in getting a residency at
Birmingham’s Barrel Organ pub,
have built up a formidable
reputation in the area. No
posters, no publicity. but plenty
of word-of-mouth recommenda-
tions.

Towards the end of last year
they released a single on their
own Zipp label which was the
world's leading contender for
The Most Uninspiring Sound In
The Universe Award. Their live
performances at that time were
only marginally better. Improve-
ment came with the move to the
much more competitive atmos-

It all stems from that lack of a
proper venue. Nowhere to play
and so they want to get out.
Birmingham, Nottingham, Derby
and Manchester are the usual
bolt-holes. But the bands still
have to get back to Stoke and the
same, depressing, brick wall of
disinterest

Surprisingly. it is the heavy
rock bands who are trying to
inject life into the place. Trying a
little imagination. Trying some
originality spiced  with the
determination to make people sit
up and take notice. Surprising
because it's the HM outfits that
are so often criticised for lack of
originality.

Halogen. until their recent
personnel difficulties. were play-
ing regularly at pubs around the
area, places such as the Gaiety in
y centre town of Hanley,
Hempstalls I in

phere of

They are the third local band
signed to the Clay label. after
having taken a short time off to
revise their set. Their demo tapes
sound good. their following is
still just as strong and eager. and
in the able hands of Mike Stone
they look set to start the gruelling
task of expanding their already
large number of fans.
Comparisons

Comparisons have heen drawn
between the band and Genesis.
Not bad when you consider that
500,000 people applied for tickets
to the current Genesis tour.

On the brief hearing Brum
Beat got of the demo tapes.
however. Grace are not really as
complex. They fit into the same
Adult Orientated Rock (AOR)
mould so beloved of our
American cousins, but they draw
much more deeply on the pop-
tock traditions of Britain.

Getting out of Stoke is seen by
many bands as their prime aim in
life. Stoke is the kind of town that
has jokes told about'it. It's the
stereo-typical northern industrial
town. just as Watford is the
stereo-typical small town eaten
up by London's sprawl, or
Brummies are generally looked
upon as inferior by out-of-
towners.

Dave, vocalist with the Plastic
Idols is determined to leave. ‘The
sooner. the better. I think the
future lies outside Stoke”.

Its a sentiment echoed by
most local musicians.

*Bands that make some sort of
name round here are the ones
that survive, the ones that stick it
out'. says Nigel Banford with
uncharacteristic bitterness.

‘The same bitterness exists with
the Pits. a rather pretentious
bunch of New York punk sound-
alikes. Their view is slightly more
pessimistic however. ‘We like
living here - it's shit, but no place
else is any better'.

STUDIOS
ATES

3
OSTERS

IRE 150W TO 3KW
BACK LINE HIRE
LIGHTING HIRE
TRANSPORT

Jeat, Street Light, Blast
siah, Judgement, Unity,
Damage, Airphix, Leargo,
‘Records, Big Records ... .
t0 leave out)

434
Birmingham.

“Church Road,
Moseley,
Birmingham.

8 TRACK
RECORDING
£6 per hour!

Telephone:
021-449 2959

T s oend met

Newcastle-under-Lyme.  Other
bands play pubs. but not with the
persistence of Halogen.

Native outlets

Even more original is ‘the
current our organised by and for
Expozer. In an experiment that
nobody is yet sure will work, the
band have opened up SIXTEEN
Venuesin and around the area.

Like most good ideas it's very
simple. The kids can’t get to see
the bands in pubs, so the bands
are going to the kids. Using youth
clubs and school halls the band
are blazing a trail for others to,
follow. If the others don’t follow.
it's their own fault.

Perhaps Expozer have found
the answer. or at least a tempor-
ary solution, to the problem of no
venue. If no-one is prepared to
provide the club that is so
obviously. and so desperately
needed in the area. then alter-
native outlets have to be. and can
be. found.

Still it's no use trail-blazing if
no-one hears about it.

The local Press don't seem
interested. Remember, ‘There’s
nothing doing'?

“Torch”

The only, medium of com-
munication that bands have with
each other is the fledgling ‘Torch®
magazine (and now Brum Beat)

orch’ is named after the
famous club in the Tunstall arca
that was the centre of Northern
Souliniits heyday. Rivalling even
the Wigan Casion. the Torch was
closed down after its drinks
licence was refused because of
complaints of fighting and drug-
bartering.

“The magazine in it fist issue
harked back to those far-off days
when the Stoke music scene
flourished. With cautious hope it
also looked to the future,
carrying an article on the

launching of Clay Records.

un voluntarily by willing
hands at the Hanley Resource
Centre the magazine is edited by
Mark Stewart who a couple of
years ago set up the Gity's first
(and last) fanzine *Stuff"

“Stuff” was all music. ‘Torch’ is
based ‘on a much more broad
spectrum of material including
film and theatre. as well as

ibitions and *cultural’ events.

Being at the centre of an
information-gathering ~exercise.
Mark Stewart is probably more
aware of what is going on that
most people in the area. Perhaps
that  explains  his relative
optimism. ‘Basically. pub rock is
the only thing happening round
here for kids. but every night of
the week you can see a gig
somewhere’.

Set up by a Community Action
Group within the Resource
Centre. the philosophy of the
people who work there is very
simple. 'If you enable people to
do things. they’ll do them®

That_philosophy cannot, for
reasons of space, extend to
providing a venue, but the
Centre does provide practice
space for several local bands.
harge used to practice there.
Those that still do are varied in
style and only go to show what
diverse talent exists in the area

Tsunami  play * jazz-rock,
Birtles are another heavy metal
outfit, and there’s also another
punk band. K-OSS (pronounced
chao).

For a town with ‘nothing
doing’, there are a lot of people
who don’t feel inclined to accept
that definition.

Insuch a short space of time, it
was impossible 1o talk to every-
one who plays with any band. if
anyone’s been left out we
apologise. <

SydsBar

But, this article isn't the
beginning and end of what is
happening i Stoke-on-Trent.
The people there and in towns
just like it all over the Midlands
where there’s ‘nothing doing’
deserve to know what IS doing.

A paper like Brum Beat can
help a lot. just by being there,
and providing information. But
in the end. most of the effort has
to come from the bands. the
venues. the fans. The bands are
trying. what venues there are try.
the fans - they don’t know it's
goingon.

“What are you going to find to
write about Sioke?” asked one guy
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NEW STREET

The Midlands Leading Live Concert Venue

RONNIE LAWS
£350 £50 £2

Sun 4 .30pm
Andrew Miller & Noel d’Abo present

JUDIE TZUKE

In Concert
£350 £3 £50

Saturday 10 May at 7.30pm
Kevin Draper in iation with Cy

SAXON

QUARTZ
£ £250 £ £150

Tuesday 13 May at 7.30pm
Paul Loasby for Umbrella Productions presents
From the original BREAD
The man who brought you “Baby Fm A Want You"",
“Guitar Man'” & "Diary”

DAVID GATES
LARRY KNECHTEL MICHAEL BOTTS
Stalls & Front Circle £5 - Rear Circle £4

Wodnuday‘MM.ynG.”pm&’lﬁpm
Derek Block pi

HELEN ﬁEﬁDDY

Mismnrm

THE UNDERTONES

namn

Monday 26 May at 7.30pm
M.CP. presents

suzi QUATRO
Plus Guests

£350 £3 £250 £2

Tuesday 27 May at 7.30pm
Paul Loasby for Umbrella Productions presents

'AVERAGE WHITE BAND

B.Sﬂﬁﬂ..'ﬁ

Thursday & Fcu-yummynw»m
Umbrella Productions

JOAN ARMATRADING

uso Dﬁﬂ

Syd’s Bar. a N
Lyme pub which caters mainly
for local youth, “You'll find it
hard to write more than three
lines. | imagine’.

1 could have written another ten
pages, pal.0

tokevenuegwde

Newcastle-under-] Lyme e ciee.
igs mainly on Thursdays and Fridays.
gy i played bere ranging

Admission is usually free, but a charge of

tham Gardens Ballroom,
the only major venve in Stoke, Roomy, with
capacity of about 2,000, local bands rarely
gt 10 play there, unless they manage the
caremely difiul sk of wanging a

ippor: slot to one of the national name

‘Bowler Hat, Moorland Rd., Burslem,
sl

Gigs on Wednesday nights, admission 30p-
T Sl iy v s

Bridge St Arts Centre, Froghall,
Newcastlc-under-Lyme, (0782) 623726.
One of the most important venues around

Tiffany's, M¢
Nemmwme. Lyme (mm as,

Mainly_discothegy
Pelysbic voconlypot Deny's Midaigh
Runners on there for their Rag Bal

Keele University Students’ Unlon, Keele!
(o7R2) 25611
v

American s rom im o ime) bt they
‘don't overdo it. Other types of|

are also given a chance. ormmmmh
first regu

lar _following down

gl {1

bar unti 1 midnigh, it ot big cnough o
club venue which is 5o sorely

RedLion, Stoke O Ra. Harshil
(O782)61
Newestiounder Lyne's Fok Cut, every”
Friday.

s o
vemt eatured mmch ooabis 8 Rockple
nders. Not much scope

Polytechnic s
Soke, 0782) 412415,

the Social Secretary, m
offering ‘name’ bands and s coming

(0782) 20503. pri
o i e scenmany
a local band through 1o varied

eceprons. Not s particuartygea vnue in
rmsof size itis, nevertheless the
And if the band's
2004, the sze of the venue doesn't matier

iew Penny, Goldenhill Rd., Fenton,
3135
Bands cvery Saturday and Sunday. No

Vest End, London R, Stoke, (1782) 44429,
b it vt o wi
varying from 30p to S0p.

‘Samimi Belles, Newcastle-under-Lyme

up by 10 every hour on the hour after that.
Sundays admission S0p all night.

7 June at 7.30pm
Phil Meintyre presents

IRON MAIDEN
PREYING MANTIS

DAVID ESSEX

SMD

Tuesday 10 June at 8pm
Barry Dickens & RodMacSween for L.T.B. present
WHITESNAKE
Special Guest GARY MOORE

£350 £3 £250

snmdiyzi June at 7.30pm
utlaw present

STEVE HACKE'IT

DMQ&SG

BOOKING OFFICE OPEN 10.30am-8pm
MONDAY TO SATURDAY

Postal bookmgsmmpm but are deslt with after
personal

make cheques and PO's
payable to ‘ODEON BlRmNGNAM ‘and show name of
concerton

SAE WITH POSTAL BOOKINGS PLEASE
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Und:ten'ed md

Inderage, U

fidland Ymnll Jazz Onhmn

n example of the general trend

2 ,nz over the last twenty years,
sith performers getting youngcr

s the aud:eno: gets

lhe

arts

from the USA of late,
this band mean business and
without prejudicing MYJO,
NYIO o Gthers it only fair 16
say that the Outrageous Big
Band are by far the best Big Band
north of Watford. See. for
yourself at the Strathallan Hotel,
Hay irming

Sunday lunchtime 4th May.
Away from the smell of the
and the roar of the

say round. Hearing MYJO
2ough, you'd bardly gucss it 33

year
elebran:s s 1000 mmqu

almly picks its way th
gphistcaed and - chalenging
anniversary

uitarist who
Charlie  Parker
‘eterson and who is a member of
he “Great Guitars” trio, has
»een picked to appear as guest
‘oloist. Guitar and Big Band may
cem an odd combination, but
he_format sees Barney_joini
arious _precocious  MYJO
nembers for trios and duos, and

dIso be showing
nall nmnbaddeal
are under some
vrewn'e reserve  their
cputation as a couple of other
3.; Bmd- also make their
felt this month. The
inﬁﬂl lell Jazz Orchestra
seems to have abandoned some
)hheixjmnxmwbmupm
‘howband and
plemcwmmdulm

wvenh:lcss y)odllnlm.le
, and !heypm!vell at the

Spa on y May 3rd. It's
orobably a unfair _to
ompare the Big
‘Band  with  either the
aforementioned units as _the
utrageous

work a rather
different musical pitch (though
MYJO are at times not so far
away), and are ‘staffed’ by
seasoned professionals. It's more
than just a band blowing for fun

Big Bands, much of the rest
neatly divides itself into the
ard the vanguard, and
whichever eay you lean (why not
Ims'y (u
|an|a|.|smg
pellups Midlands,
risingly Americans
i g SO category,
and May 10th signals a night
when loyalties, consciences
ears will be torn by the l;wmsng
choice between Bud Freeman
and m rul Piper Quintet.
prvmotu who
booked bo(h acts into the
on the same night, but dm nl:e
way it goes. Bud Freeman,
debonair veteran of the Chicago
Street
-under-
L with Roy Fisher Trio on
y 10th, whl.le on the same
mgm down at the Crown Jazz
Clv‘lﬂ Inn, Codsall
mar wmmhmpwn you can
umh belhthe Pied hper Quintet

for the

e et reqmre o
introduction and ~behind _the
anonymous facade of the Piper

juintet lies l wealth of talent,
?annm% Hucko
(clarinet),

Ragtime i
Fats Waller was a long time

member of Jack Teagarden's
outfits.

Another American, with a
more unusual claim to fame
appears at the Crown Inn on May
24th. Guitarist”Al Casey has the

distinction of having performed
and recorded both with Fats
Waller and King Curtis as well as
lending a hand to the birth of
rock 'n roll in the fifties. 1¢'s his
assocation with Fats Wallr that
he’s best , remembered for

though, and thal's the direction
be'lprobably be leaning in at the
on 24th May when he’ll be:
= an as yet unnamed
Rhythm section. Other
dates there on 3rd May and 17
May feature the Crown
Bad, while up at Bridge Street
on 3lst you can see
Brmsh Tenm Saxist Tnmmy
th Barbara Jay and the
Jot Palin Trio-
Further South, the spirit of thie
continues in a fashion
matunonlybcdacnbedna
stylish comempernry view. ol the

past. The
Ordl&-

PARAPHERNALIA

nyhsh eleg;m
t raving recreation of
El].mglon charts. Packed with
talent, humour and featuring the
exquisite cultured vocals of
crooner Johnny M, they can be
enjoyed at Malvern ~Festival
Theatre on May 3ist. The
Midite Folies are just ono of
several bands to appear down
that way in what seems like an
explosion of activity, most of it
soming from the more modcra
end of the spectrum.
Malvern Festival fringe preum.s
twiaginative cnocens whbia &
fendays of each oth
On 32nd May at the Colwell
Park Hotel, Malvern, Stan

I’Ksney lay lnulwy han
s playing| as| a
dark broodin,

o Sk has g o Ilgh
and more approachable, it hasn’t

RONNIE LAWS),
TOTOUR UK FOR
FIRST TIME EVER

MARSHALL ARTS PRESENTS

RONNIE LAWS+GUESTS

BIRMINGHAM ODEON
FRIDAY 2nd P;IQAY at 8.00

ADVANCE THEATRE BOX OFFICE 10,30,

TS50, 0300, 0380 CLO0UNC v

AT)
TIONSAT.TEL 021-641 6101. OR ONNIGHT

RONNIE LAWS LATEST ALBUM
"EVERY GENERATION"
ALBUM UAG30289 CASSETTE TCK 30289

shared by
You've got to wait

another five days to be

again, this time by what must be

lar jazz-rock

lorowi

ting this band of late T
Souldn't be surprised o see
ueues for Barbara Thompson’s
forming for the

and’s date at Malven Winter
ndens on May 27th. Aside
from the phenomenal Sax and
Flute playing of Ms Thompson -
especially fine on ballads - the
band features Jone Hiseman on

york includes putting the funk
o the Gibeon Brothers and

T
Wylh thu Im of oppmlmn

Society
phymgnlawkeyfmutnlemd
continuing
pohq'nfpmnnngthevuy

nal bands. On May i
you‘ll find Leicester jazz-rock
“Inner Ear”- a seven
including electric Violin

Workshop, Sansome Street.
Uptown and in a different
league, Birmingham Jazz Society
continue their programme with a
couple of events with match
winning._potential. The main
continues at the
Sirathalian Hotel, Hagley Road
on 11th May with a visit from The
Ron Aspery Band. Best known as
a member of the late lamented
“Back Door i

delighl to  have Wellins’
hing, phn'mve Sax playing
bnd on tap. Peter Jacobsen,
pianist with the quartet is a
stunning player if at times his
sty seems mom of a synthesis

anything else. And in
addnmmm-sduodmc his own

Market Street, Nottingham on
May 2lst. Aside from Jacobsen,
the band is hardly lacking in
talent, fcnmnng Chris Briscoe,
Alto Sax (currently with Mike
wmbmok) Paul Carmichael:

and

poery
Ollic, never heard of yer), and
Hery

Tony Drums. _(like
Toutbuens vitersn'of “Mixjor
Surgery”

Finally, what seems to be

Lowther's trumpet. Sounds il
romake'oa the cheap? 1 dou't
know cos I ain’t heard it yet but
the original model was a
smasher.

sensitive

quartet is
best in the country and it's a

jazz_in the West dellnd.‘
continues its run with

gvdhmunei(MaySm) Jnn

Shelleyt!mlhnd y 12th),

Richards Oumﬂ

gday 19l.h) ‘and The Royal

u’denHmSn(MAym) And
you can catch this wide

METCALF
REPORTS

We were going to bring you
news and information about
college concerts in Wolver-
hampton and Derby - but
no-one seems to be alive in
the Derby colleges so we're
doing Coventry instead.

Starting with Wolverhampton,
the Polytechnic is of course the
‘main college in town. Most of their
concerts take place in their
premises in St Peter’s Square,
Waulfruna Street, but they also
stage gigs at the othersites at
Compton Park, and Castle View,
Dudley. .

The Student Union has a club

licence. which means that officially
they can only admit students and
one signed-in guest per student.
although 1 understand that the
rules are not always applied to the
letter. However. as with most
institutions that have club licences
they are allowed 12 ‘Open Nights'
per year to which anyone can be
admitted.

For these ‘public’ gigs the Poly
flyposts around town and advert-
ises in the local press - otherwise
publicity is restricted to the college
sites. They may have one of their
oéen nights towards the end of the
summer term.

Coventry has 2 main colleges -
the city centre Lanchester Poly-
technic and the out-of-town
campus site of Warwick Univer-
sity. Most of the gigs during this
summer term at the University are
in the small ‘Market Place’ stage
area in the Student Union building.
A large purpose-built hall is

currently under construction and
should be in use for gigs at some
stage during the next academic

kd
g

r.
Apprently these Market Place
sigs are frec and open to anyone
and a whip-round is held during the
concert to raise money. So far this
year they have put on bands like
The Vapors and UB40 here.

Lanchester... Polytechnic _hold
concerts at their premises in Priory
Street. Social Secretary Mark
Collingwood told me that their
events are also open to the public
on a first come first served basis
Apart from on-site publicity their
gigs are advertised in record shops
around town.

That's all for this issue. Don't
forget to check the gig guide for
details of concerts at these colleges
in Wolverhampton and Coventry.
and of course all round the
Midlands. O

COUENTRY MUSIC CEATRE

3—5 Whitefriars Street, Coventry

Tel:

0203-58571

NEW — SOUND LASERS
Why not call in - have a look and listen.
FINANCE ARRANGED




‘IN
CHIC’ |

Our Fashion Correspondent BO BRUMMEL takes
monthly look at new trends.

Hi! The most exciting news for ages is that the 1975 Revival is now
firmly under way. Boutiques in all major cities are rapidly selling out
lare stocks of denim waistcoats, flared jeans sold ready-patched and
bleached and multi-coloured plastic ‘love beads'

Biggest market is said to be amongst the six and seven-year olds.
who are not old enough to remember 1975 the first time round. In big
demand are cheesecloth shirts and dresses. and denim over
pale blue. These are generally worn outside the trousers and are

Happiness

It’s a disheartening slog
when you know you’re
good and you're building a
solid following and yet no-
one who holds the strings
to i s

story of Birmis hard
rockers Cryer.
‘The main body of this present

line-up emerged in early 78 with

trimmed with metal ds: many als y
i i prigsof d che

“’ﬂ‘;dl > ThiesTecuson (oan i | up and take notice. To this end

it b £ the band ploughed into a

new market. K-Tef's double album, ‘75 Rareties of 75 looks sure 10 | relentioss and exhausting trek of

be a big seller. The album features little known songs from that year | gigs up and down the country,

which have never been re-sued or mclud:d on LP beforc. Featured | even adding several support slots

s . ‘Space
Oddlty by Dave Bowie, and Alright Now' hv The Free.

Alas. all is not running so smoothly in the film world. The latest
Hollywood rock musical. *Lark Fever’ is beset by interminable back-
stage hassles. Based loosely on BRMB Radio's Lark in the Park’ of
1975. this Warner Bros-Seven Arts production stars Dustin Hoffman
aslegendary seventies DJ Robin Valk.

However. my informantsin LA have it that Yul Brynner has turncd
down a reputed $3.000.000 for a three-minute cameo performance as
*Hooker" lead singer James Langston: and the producers are also in
difficulty over assembling a group of look-alike actors to portray the
Steve Gibbons Band of 1975.

Although the actual members of the band at the time are stll
knocking around somewhere. they have been ruled out of the movie.

they built the strongest and most
loyal following both as a musical
forge anda visualact

a dazzling
display of hghnng Sombined
one more
xcting of the uty s

wstible. of heavy
md(:n But it was far more than
dry i

have ever

Recent traumas within the band are said to hae so aged them that they e e
could not convincingly portray month of then lead singer
ago. Steve was a spine chilling

The movie is bei i K Bowl. | experience.
The site is said to bear an almost uncanny resemblance to the open air * Unfortunat < FEEE
theatre in Birmingham’s Cannon Hill Park. where th original “Lark | Sliudgeoning wall of new wave
was staged. of the media back door and the

However. movic moguls are said the chances themselves in the not
of “Lark Fever’ al rival ‘75 situat

been so delayed that we arc now more likely to see first ‘Keep on
Larking'. “Grass-smokers of 75" or *A Copper's Lips. Now".0

BO BRUMMEL’S ACADEMY AWARDS, MAY 1980

AWARD for Unique Achievement to Birmingham’s UB
40. Their ‘Food For Thought’ is the first ever Christmas
song to be a hit in April.

AWARD for Outstanding Loyalty and Devotion to the
fans of Chuck Berry. Now that the legendary rock
roller has served more gaol terms than he’s had hit
records, a group of his followers have launched an
international campaign for total immunity for Chuck
from any further prosecutions. Hence the sudden rash of

‘Legalize CB’ stickers on and
bumpers.

BO BRUMMEL’S LETTER
OF THE MONTH AWARD:
Dear Bo Brummel,
My mates formed a great group called Elvis’s
Trousers, but they split after one performance.
Yours
A. Brewer,
Burton-on-Trent.

opportunity to build themselvs a
wider following. 0
Mike Davies

T’ull intrepid globetrotter 72 year old (()l SIN jOF FROM NEW

LEAN: iy May. The
rm leg; schlaps him through Europe heading the 1980 Legends of Jazz
Tour for 11 days. then he treks through the UK for a further 4 weeks
solo tour.

set are Birmi iversity (May 14), Stoke
| Devilles (June 3) and the Green Dragon Stratford (June 5). There is 2
possibility of a city cente appearance - hang loose and we'll let you
know.

1f you haven't yet caught up with his hippest of authentic R & B men
then don’
Spirit Of New Orleans his piano and vocal style are earthy pre-Fats
Domino and his hilarious stage act is an experience you're never likely
to forget.0

ORLEANS |

afayette

Thornley St
Wolverhampton

WOLVERHAMPTON'S No.1 NIGHT SPOT
Live Bands every Wednesday and Sunday
Radio Disc Jockeys every Thursdey & Friday.

IEAVY MI
May 7th - DIAMOND HEAD, May 14th - E.F. BAND,
May 21st- MELODY MAKER ROCK CONTEST,
y 28th - WITCHEYNDER + ROGER DAVIS
IRS: 8pm-12 midnight.

suum\vs
MODSOUNDS
Sunday 4th - G‘IORDS Sunday 11th -

Sunday 18th - LAMBRETTAS Sundav Zsth SCENE
S: Bpm-12 midnigh.

Thursday 8th May - PETER POWELL
Friday 23rd May - SIMON BATES
woL

CJ.PA.

16 Channel
100 Watt
Foldback

Phone Chris or
Jenny on 021 449
4166

blackmail corner...

‘The Only Ones vis y to play May 7th. i is
of Brum Beat. Big Bear lady sirca 1967.

Mike Kelc = ont e, with Dansy King - Supers 2
Chris Woods who later served time with Traffic and Z
Thgbﬂmleﬁhnﬂnluﬁ nmw.rmsmmhmhnuwnmm

ly

Adeuu:-ﬂmﬂu
profession.

band was an early version
Love b pmuuyumyﬁmhgﬂ.md o

of Locomotive - later to become achicve notoricty with their “Rudi's In




BIRMINGHAM, (off Corporation Stree

[ Hollywood
Sound Hire

0217452194
PA SYSTEMS TO
6K

24 or 16 CHANNEL
MIXERS
F/BACK TO 2K
ONE NIGHTERS
TOURS
ROAD CREW
MERCEDES 407D
TRUCK
Forall PA
requirements,
hire, sales, flight
cases.....
RING JOHN

GROUP
TRANSPORT
DAY & NIGHT
CHEAP RATES
REHEARSAL

ROOMS
AVAILABLE
TEL: 021-382 1343

1€ Steve Gibbons Band *

| UK. & EUROPEAN TOUR 80
| -Thanks & Good Luck

THE_Z00

S

Derek Block Presents

UB 40

REALITY

FAST RELIEF

Sunday 8 June at 8pm
Top Rank Suite,
Birmingham.

All Tickets £2.50
Available in advance from:
Cyclops Records, Virgin and

Top Ragk Box Office (021-236 3226)
" Also on the night.

(HEY BIG SPENDER
ALOOK AT
LIBERTY’S)

I've always wanted to be
amongst the glitterati - on
bitching  terms  with
Bianca, Andy, Liza, Dino
et all. (Note how the first
names  positively flow
from the pen). So mi~ 1
thought, was my

‘chance. Brum Beat had

decided to send me to
Liberty’s for the night.
Birmingham’s newest
(and by all accounts flash-
iest and most exclusive)
night club.

There T was off to catch the
Regine-type style at Liberty’s.
Right down 10 - or up to - the
prices, clientelle and twinkling
mirors. A place to please
poseurs and see and be seen.

1 grabbed a friend who
agonized over his choice of
clothes too and we set off to assail
the place in style.

We got off the No 9 bus and
‘went to the wrong door! Directed
to the correct door (with a
slightly raised eyebrow) and the

joorman said ‘Members only
tonight’. No doubt, he’d noticed
my PVC coat and mini and
Mick’s 2-tone man tie and wasn't
impressed. 1 explained we were
from Brum Beat and had phoned
last night to clear it. Upon saying
the magic words, we were
ushered in. A few words at the
reception desk and we were
shown along a blue corridor.
Most impressive if a little ghostly
til'you get used to it. We were (o
meet Lynne Newton who's Mike
Boot's secretary - he's the
manager, by the way. But first.
we had a chance to look around.

Hooray for Hollywood

Tibbets, who did the interior
decoration. go in for mirrors in a
big way. “The guy who designed it
is noted for his mirrors’, Lynne
told us later. There's mirror
mosaics round the disco area, the
walls and the bars. But; as they're
small, you can't sit and admire
your own reflection all evening.
A fair bit of polished chrome.
Masses of blue everywhere, ‘with
it being blue, it's totally different
to any other night club in
Birmingham’. 1 was told. This
blue theme includes the carpet
which bears the three art déco
triangles that are the symbol of
the club. (They appear on the
menus too - though not, as yet,
the book matches which bear the
legend of the places previous
incarnation “The Romulus’).

There’s very much a 30's feel to
Liberty’s. So much so. you
almost expect Fred and Ginger to
glide across the floor. It’s -all
based around the central dance
area, which itself has all manner
of clever lighting - including ncon
- that pulsates to the understated
music. There’s a seating area all
around this floor with sofas
(again blue) chairs and tables so
you can rest your weary feet
between numbers.

Cocktail bar

Round the walls, you'll find
the cocktail bar with 22 different
cocktails at £1.80 a throw (or
should it be shake?) ‘the only
cocktail bar in town’, according
to Lynne - surely not, thinks me.
The seafood and champagne bar
(sparkling wines and four
champagnes at, 1 guess, pretty
average restaurant prices). Then
there’s a raised seating area
guarded by six large Moorish
statues holding pink _ostrich
feather fans (very high camp).
And finally, there’s an ordinary
bar. Here, perhaps, I should give
you a warning, you'll pay 80p a
pint and 65p for shorts and, if you
like your whiskey Irish forget it;
they don’t do it.

Jule Wieland

There's also the smallish, but
nice, restaurant area off to the
side which has a small, but okay,
a la carte menu that’s not over-
priced and bar snacks that are.

Wha's in - and out

So. with all this opulence (it
cost £¥amillion to decorate) what
sort of people did they hope to
attract? Lynne, ‘Really the 21 to
35 age group. We want big
spenders. We won't let anyone in
below the age of21. The ideaisto
build an exclusive night club with
an exclusive clientele - people at
NEC exhibitions, businessmen’.

Although it's owned by the
same man (Andreas Gregoriou)
who owned the building when it
was - the. rather trouble-prone.
Romulus. it's a completely new
management team and. as Lynne
said ‘we don’t want to relax on
the door to get people in. We
have quite a few men on the door
in case we get the old Romulus
clientele back. We don't want
them’.

Just how strict were they on the
door Iwondered. ‘We're not very
strict but we don'tallow people in
wearing cords or jeans’ (presum-
ably not even designer jeans).
Though later when 1 asked if
anybody, really outrageous had
arrived (1 was thinking a la Studio
54) she said ‘the doormen have
y firm regulations about who

Help. I can’t find the glitterati

Later. when 1 looked around
the 30-0dd people there (it was a
Tuesday) they all looked posi-
tively staid. Even boring. Late
20-ish married couples. a few
girls who'd made a bit of an
effort. Some open necked shirts
(tut. tut) over wide-lapelled
jackets among the men. With my
black crepe mini and gold jacket
(I'd taken off the frowned-upon
PVC) 1 felt positively over-
dressed.

The ‘music was similarly
restrained MOR.. quite back-
ground disco. Very much like the
dancingin fact. At this moment. T
conquered my worst instincts and
repressed a mad urge to skank or
start football chants. 1 also
managed not 1o yawn!

Not that it isn't very swish
inside. It is. (Lynme had
emphasised ity uniquencss.
“there isn't another club in town
that provides so much under one
roof and added. ‘it's quite large

can be quite secluded as

e intimate corners").
right. It's
it was a quiet
night and. as I'd been expecting
10 trip over wall to wall celebri-
ties and stylish non-celebritie:
was a bit disappointed. I'd:
expected the people 10 m
s and they were

y were not matching e
~|lrmun(||ng\ atall.

osses and  their
secretaries will probably love the
discretion of the “intimate
comers’ and marri
for a bit of a fling will find it just
erent enough totalk about for

weeks afterwards.0)

NEWS EXTRA

Stoke Arrest
Following on the activities
of Birmingham police in
the City’s record shops
reported last month,
Stoke-on-Trent was the
scene of the action after the
Def Leppard/Magnum gig
at the Victoria Hall last
month.

Ivan Obrey, manager of the
local heavy rock outfit, Expozer.
was arrested on suspicion of theft
and assault at a party organised
by the group to celebrate their
successful support slot at the
Victoria Hall gig.

Although Ivan was arrested,
1o statement was tken. “The guys
making the complaint were very
confused", Ivan told Brum Beat.
“I don't feel anything against the
police, they were just doing their
job, but I do feel it’s a bad scene
when someone can just walk in
and do that to you'.

Despite his protestations of
innocence, Ivan was kept in the
cells overnight at Hanley police
station.

Most of the party-goers went
down to the station to try and get
him released because as band
members pointed out, Ivan had
been at the gig for most of the
night and from there had gone to
the party.

Steve Byatt, Expozer’s vocal-
ist, said of Ivan. ‘He couldn’t
assault a pudding, its ridiculous’.

A spokesman for the Police
told Brum Beat the next day: ‘Mr
Obrey has been questioned
about the alleged incident, but it
looks as if he isn’t connected.
We're fairly happy at this stage
that he isn't involved. The
enquiry into the matter is still
proceeding, but no-one has yet
been charged’.0

Brum Cavern?

Plans are at this moment being
‘made for a brnd new rock venue
in Birmingham. The potential site
is a cellar underneath the present
Mercat Cross pubin Digbeth, and
with immediate go-ahead and
backing  from &
Newcastle Breweries this Brum
Cavern could be open in as little
as four months time.

the Mercat always has and still
does cater for rock music, having
had past residencies with The
Beat and The Quads to name but
two successful outfits. The
introduction of a new venue with
350 capacity should increase the
chances  of  Birmingham's
becoming a major musical
influence and stimulate the local
public which only recently has
emerged from under it's lethargic
shell and finally woken up to
what is really happening.

Basically the new as yet un-
named venue would have a mid-
night licence, thus getting the
bands on stage before 10pm -
another point in it’s favour since
not everybody wants to stand
around until midnight to see and
band and ot everyone can afford
transport home at 2am.

Mercat ~ manager  Martin
Mechan would like to see fairly
big name bands down there (local
or otherwise) with small local
bands as support, giving them the
chance to ply to bigger
audiences (in contrast to the
present system whereby they are
given a couple of weeks or so to
create a following to help recoup
in beer sales the minimal fee paid
to the band).

This is not just a case of
another venue being opened to
accommodate the influx of new
talent to the area but the creation
of a new opportunity for every-
body to see established bands at a
reasonable time and price. rather
than giving the elite few who
have both money and transport
the sole right to witness our fine
established bands at our fine
expensive night clubs. O

g
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PLASTIC IDOLS
Sammi Belles,

-Lyme.
Sltwandukewm,thuesn
who will make your brain
lu:m(otmelvy:ndyourhelﬂ
a-y

STEVE GIBBONS BAND
Holy City Zoo

‘The new Steve Gibbons Band has
n together for several months
since the old outfit split up last
spring. but they - have been
keeping a low profife, playing
only two large and publicised gigs
- at Digbeth Civic Hall last
August and the  traditional

Odeon. Christmas conccrl

nl'he:sbsoflnmolﬂle—lmll
ulled Wil

rock band illy Nilly

when they got a management

dealatth beginningof thisycar.
Dave (“please don't print my

surname”) vocalist with the band

describes

“contemporary ic rock”.

Idols - and remember where you
read it first.
Steve Coxon

this was a t05ee
Steve and the boys in action
again, especially as the venue was
the excellent Holy City Zoo
nightelub.

Seeing the band in a small club
with a great atmosphere was
another-bonus, but for me the
real event of the night was the
appearance of one Chris Farlowe
who did a couple of songs. He
looks just what he is - a 40 year
old. retired from the music
business, with a neat and tidy
image. But that voice - what a
voice! So powerful. so soulful -
the way he performed his mid-
60°s hit Stormy Monday Blucs
was absolutely spell-binding.

The band were content to
remain in the background,
concentrating on playing strong
and effective R & B - I'll swear [
caught the ~occasional awed
glance from some of them at
Chris singing his heart out.
Moments to remem

Earlier in the set Steve and the
band had played another sixties
Farlowe his Buzz With The Fuzz.
featuring Nick Pentelow imitat-
ing a police car by playing two
saxes at once. This was just one
of several old covers they played -
amongst  others were Carl
Perkins’ Tula, plus Get It, Work
Work Work, and Blame. And of
course  we the  familar
Tulane.

They did a couple of their
newer songs British Rock *n’ Roll
and Sunny Day In The Tropics.
plus some of their better known
oldies like Mr Jones. Johnny
Cool, The Natural Thing. Any
road Up, No Spitting On The Bus
and Down In The Bunker.

Only bassist Trevor Burton
remains from the old band, and
there’s Nick Pentelow who was
never previously an ‘official’
member. Harry Rix has replaced
Bob Lamb on drums and there
are 2 new guitarists - one Robbie
Blunt on lead. once of Chicken
Shack - a very experienceds and
talented instrumentalist who last
year was going over the top a
little with his slide soloing but is
now being more economical.

The line-up may have changed
but the Steve Gibbons Band can
still boast one of the best voices
and some of the finest rock songs
inthe country. Rupert Metcalf

THE OPINIONS
Bogarts

When the Opinions took the
snge &t Bogars they looked
lecidedly unsure of the gig and
Foaakly 'T doa'e: biwme theim:
‘They play a frothy poprock with
a cutting edge that is a long way
from the customary mind-
melting decibels that normally
boogie down at this hard rock
haven. But since no one actually
took a bicycle chain to them I
reckon they must have scored
some points.

1 must admit that setting aside
the reservations and criticisms
prompted by the adverse
conditions, I found the Opinions
a definite force to be looked to in
future months to continue the
revival of major bands emunn;
from this
it dnmmmve

‘oyah

with al the mnchx:fud none of
the mayhem.

Her voice is_difficult to

i of

that makes the back of your neck
tingle. On the other hand if you
what a kazoo would
mndhkexllfwu]dsmgymlv:
ly got @ fair picture of
wlullmﬂn_

It’s not a voice you can shrug
out of your head — and the same
can be said for much of their
material, more especially the
newer numbers which have a

powerful jerky commercialism.
Most notable and the obvious
choice fora :m;le is ““Clockwork
Doll” with tremendously
Sicls v i although
“Mr. Big” and “Tick Tock
Rod(" eome seconds.
band play well but nced

expen:nce of more gigs to
fully develop mlo an individual

OPINIONS' JULIE
entity, but having said that both
Charlton’s  drumming  add
determined force to the sound.

Other numbers that deserve
close attention are i

““Walking Death””, but I"d advise
anyone with an ear for the future
to catch them at the earliest

opportunity.
Musically and visually it's a
treat and Julie really is like the
promise of all the 1001 Arabian
Nldm rolled into one bubbling
Mike Davies

MAY DAY

Barrel Organ

May Day are one of the many
new Birmingham bands to spring
on to the local music scene in the
past few months. and after read-

issuc of Brum Beat I was eager to
catch their live gig at The Barrel

optimism  was  well-
founded. The set kicked off to an
exciting start despite the absence
of their regular lead guitarist who
had earlier been rushed to
hospital with a punctured lung
caused by a rib fractured whilst
lifting a piano. Under the cir-
cumstances the dep proved most
impressive though the music
unavoidably became  heavily
keyboard-orientated.

The second set was worthy of
bands of greater standing than
May Day and opened with a
superb Day After Day, which at
times scemed to surpass the
recorded version. With nerves
now under control the band
performed competent, powerful
interpretations  of  Instant

Fashion, Love In The Space Age

THE SUgSED

NEW
CROWN
HOTEL

(a very fal sound) and
Out Of Reach which featured
‘some itar work and
showed great versatility of the
rhythm section.

The final number Out Of The

Islnnomm (Ralmi)beﬂusenol
only was this one of last year’s
most criminally ignored singles
but regent Tive work indicates
that this is a band with a head
start on the 80's for gross success.
Watch out for “Waiting For The
Lights To Go Down”.

Scnlu" (Swatzo) and come up
a top 10 hit in their usual
b'\lbblmg style and with more
a nod at Johmny & "The
Hmnm

have a hit “The
Bucket W-t:rsong" (CBS)as
the Tiswas crew have constantly
‘dampened our spmu vmh it over
the ~past months.

mmnngwmxmuygmodo
TOTP if it s a hit.... what would

dssay?

over long slice of
“Talk To Me” (Red Records)
but it suggests bigger things in
store.

Motors” of some months back

try and come up with their
Pretenders in the shape of Cuba
but although “Furtive Winks” is
catehyit ain't no talk of the town.
The Drones re-emerge on
Fabulous sounding totally unlike
carlier offerings by the band.
“Can’t See"” is Motorish rock and
most appealing and with John
Els on gyt you can guaraniee
e musicianship. Good
Ada Wilson relcases e-dln|
The Clouds” (Rockburgh) from
the “Hicks From The Sticks”
compilation but although it's a
i the

bout Sam & Dave’s “You Dot |
Know Like I Know” ch? i
Silly but catchy, commerical

THE RIALTOS
Holy City Zoo,

Ricky Cool, an m:prcm'blc
character on the
scene, has thawed out of his
Tcebergs and come up with what
he describes as “lmxmre of R
'n’ B and Soul”.

‘The music is similar to that
purveyed by the Icedbergs, in
fact the whole thing is very much
the same. The same easy, d.him 2,

\tacous, witty
hummlr ‘with whldl he has always
been associated.

‘The Rialtos aren't the sort of
band to make you froth at the
mouth in ecstasy - but on tracks
such as ‘I Feel Good' and self-
penned ‘Call Me Up’ they take

ur _heart soaring o the

particular type of
way e folomirighat
might never receive the rewards

because that means
have to stay in the Rl b g

i Frying Pan was much heavier but | Stratosphere. There's something | pub venues that treat their
igh St., . || nonetheless convincing. T feel | for everyone here. Your mother | intimate, stylish sounds so well.
NEW SINGLE Leamington Spa, that May Day. given opportunity wmlld pro\nblynxemcmbmm Having said that, T urge you to
Tel: (0926) and their quota of breaks and would be easily | go and see them at the earliest
1 Got Me Parka 2642127204 ook could well become a leading. | S82red "; ihe” most_ardent. | posible opportuniy. You'l be
+ Licer’hs:rc‘! éi;ll 2am light i the music business. i e At o Ctangg iy v
™ D.C. Goodwir
Myself Myself & | Repeated Every Monday =
ight
SeReeR 6 - IOt wsenswmsnr || LIVE MUSIC AT THE ZOO
sing.
Tuesday 7.30-10.30 Tuesdays
FOLIC oot sndie 6 Dansette Damage 13 Eclipse
DISCO  11-2am 20 Fashion 27 Chris Farlowe (TBC)
d
GRPADUATE RECORDS ‘{-v::,:f,:yay""gl:wf‘:g: Admission £1 Sounds every Tuesday by SHOOP No Lunatics!
1 Union Street, Dudley, West Midlands. Friday & Saturday HOLY CITY ZOO - WATER ST.,
Tel: Dudley 0384 59048/211159 . Disco BIRMINGHAM 021-236 2173




EVIEWS

KICKS
Dog & Trumpet, Coventry

Kicks used to have a great
reputation around the Midlands
when they were known as The
Kidda Band. Over the past year
they've changed their name,
adopted a low profile for a while,
and are now out gigging again
with a single ‘Get Off The
Telephone’ available on Carrere
Records.

They've acquired a. mnew
drummer known as Tarky, and
the rest of the band are brothers
John and Les Rollason on
rhythm guitar and bass respect-
ively, Dave Lister on lead guitar,

(nmgn 1 swear I've heard the

tune beforc). ~ Finally

e Number” then, = the

b turiod power off
somewhat tersely.

1 wouldn’t break a leg to see

them, but they're a pretty good

basic outfit playing pretty good,

basicR & B.
_ Jule Wieland

FORCE - Bogarts

Force are a loud heavy metal
band, their young members
influenced by AC/DC hence the
fast- r)lylhms they

‘The indistinctive voice of John
Jordan delivers unclear cliched
yrics (for example “You're Just
A Waste Of Time”) while he

and Alan. on lead
vocals. Kicks have lost none of
their flair for playing hard, fast,
punchy and catchy pop music
T'd call them Power-Pop if it
wasn’t a dirty word!

Excellent cover  versions
include Miss You. Back of my
Hand, My Best Friend's Girl
(better than the original, I think)
and Is She Really Going Out
With Him? and the best of their
own compositions are just as
good - What Would Your Boy-
friend Say?, Keep the Noise
Turned Down. and Can T Take
‘The Car Tonight?

impression of hard, driving rock
that the band produces but the

Jead Solo's ten to b short and
unoriginal and go unnoticed at

e tiythin section consisting
of Rob Hughes on bass and
drummer  Kevin  Harris
contributes ‘most to the
consistent vitality of the music.
However the drum solo in the
final umber AC/DCS “Let

There Be Rock” was samewhxl
slow getting off the grou
el of fldhm (5 robaig
feature of this solo) were spoilt

Here’s one for: yonr dads- the
to correctly identify th andits nd to ap
the datz of the pie
The music s a base for the | dwarfed in cach Muhammed What more can I say? (I'm
message. is Alisized fist, grinning like the | sure you'll find something -
m:'";“:“'%::‘“‘”mﬂs man who invented whisky - | Ed). The old favourites were all

recognise their true _identity
without recourse to the soaal
stercotypes providedby

Needless to say, the band
aren’t particularly keen on Brum
Beat's Groupie of the Month'
piture. Nevertheless, we won't

Id that against them.
Despite_numerous ms
with guitar strings
d_deserved and got an

though his uncombed hair and
equally neglected beard give
him more the air of the man
who invented the wheel.

But Froggat's only kidding.
he walks a tightrope between
clown and cowboy. nevér
actually stepping off the edge
into self-parody. always coming
back to deliver the knock-out .
blow. the love of the booze and

there, and I include the spoken
introductions as well as the
songs. A Raymond Froggatt
performance just wouldn't be
the same without the rambling
tales of beery nights in
Hamburg with Kris Kristoffer-
son, or what Uncke Wal did to
Uncle Ted at ‘Frogey'
wedding.

We had some new songs,

Carrere proved they could | by the reproduction of certain | encore lin's 7y 0

Hondle 2 i single with Clouts | drum lick_attributed to- Cozy | Fitte Bit” ;’:,‘g,d, ey g | the total indifference 10 the | including a boogie version of oo bbb b
Substiute - it would be great i | PR 0 o e 1o e | teir own p oty | copveitions) o fyectormiis [ iComne, Corrina’ 1 badn't | but now he's bere ain't a0 onc
they could have another one with raunchy er. are his version of rope-a-dope. card before. The band was “| going to ignore him.

b e | DIy nbl? DAk | S Amowhmtyemay b | CHER ik i puRERG) | Senilaly that which backed s
i stardom Wi many are | beautiful, emotive voice; he’s | the man at the Wemble A
Tilon Deady s withoo 3 g Y

Rupert Metcalf eheck, w)luch Pkl 5’?&‘:!""""},;";‘"“?':";‘1‘;‘; just oiling it like a favourite | Festival, including long-time
PHOTOGRAPHS have accounted for the lack of | boyer than.the average runcof, | machine. annointing it like a | sidekick Hartley Cain on | D.L. BYRON
The Barrel Organ clarity throughout most of the | the-mill :m,,,.,ch,,cmlmg loved one, nursing it like a | various guitars, and Paradox | This Day And Age
There was a fie oid crowd down et Mhough e B vl | W iheroticat, fragile child. He's never gonna | pianist Dave Bailey, whose | Arista (Spart 1125)
a The Barrel sl e g o wmx;ngle prescatsty, m:: give up punching and kicking | contribution was unfortunately | Not 100% certain that this
omyaphs (Thcyml;hlmlbe o e boer + RubioVIog. | o aar et And: ¥ | 40 fighting and hammering | all but lost. due to miking | good old David Byron of Uriah
Sl i much Jonger. | stcadily over the past year and | hows o,z“;"‘:hey ook in out ‘Roly’ and ‘Mr Tambourine | problems. Heig apecdy because the
mk;‘:“m“‘a‘w“'l w’;‘m“"‘e"" dot | are now achieving a much fuller, b B, Man’ and ‘Wild Mountain My only complaint is I wish cover doesn’t have that
need to mention). Possibly rockier sound. e day, when they get new gumn, Thyme' and ‘Conversations’ | the band had whacked it out a b"l'l‘l‘y'“"“' mnd'mm oty
they'llbe The Set. Playing R & B Debbie Fussell | their strings might stop breaking | and all the great new ones till | bit more - simply to drown the mw""n‘_"ﬂm o Acsta Tl
;s probably not the mt;’sl ﬂndlheymllbewmesﬁm Inthe | the world at last sits up and | senseless prattle of the idiotsat | presume itis.
fortuitous thing to do at the AU PAIRS takes some goddammed notice. the bar, who insisted on talking
moment, as their manager A Birmingham gig takes on through
: s ghout. )
Alm""r’ c':‘{“ e the nature of aritial-afterall, * | 'One day ‘theyll make a |  Rogadicss iis iy s kacdhR
what has Froggatt got left to | movie about Ray - called Collin Beat for one of the
So Les Woods, lead vocalit, prove to the locals about his | Frogey’ of course, Kristoffer- | bestto come out of the Statesina
introduces ‘Cum Again’, one of singing. his writing. his all | son will take the lead rolc and . Again traces of
the Au Pairs’ most successful | RAYMOND FROGGATT | 1ound performing ability? So | the world will wake upatlastio | Costello’s influcnce, notably on
Opposite Lock we have a few drinks, 3 fow | a man of unmatched interpret: - | “Big Boys” with its jerking
RUF. is the *Rocky’ of rock 'n' | laughs.a few songs.a fewmore | ive genius. In the meantime Pm . dm"“!"‘ -~
roll. The people’s champion, | drinks. clap hands and stomp. | left debating with my compan- b ol sl
ir songs. often down but never out, feet ....and then Froggatt blows ion at the gig about tonight’s
Lunen wefnuy and you can | spending years in the musical - | usallawayin theencore withan | *Mr Tambourine Man'. She L 2
hear ot anly bloady good music | widerness, scomed or, worse. | extaordinary moving version | sayst ws the allime gratet ot Sitr e g
e e - e e | | Howerer, Idefined mesage. | onored bl butatinyportion | of Ray charles’ “Peace. | version cver, by anyone. T2y | album and Byron bas provided
i o s the music that | @ he media> Asqucccssion of | Brothers, Peace’. A naive. | no. the greatest ever was the | some kiler culs in a dissctly
'Among their self-penned set, I the band’s fervour which | badly promoted. long-delayed even corny. song really, but last time we saw Froggatt, when | commercial rocking style. “2lst
liked “Chance You Always makatheAuP airs special. albums, a series of ignored, | when ‘Froggy’ abandons the | his rendition had the tears Century Man' d_-_fir,'h""’“"‘
Tﬁk&nm“nmm and.| - Joag ek Monogamy’ | unplugged singles. is how the nnsxnma&lh:hackingxllhul starting in my eyes. It’s the kind 'Mm""*?"’ B M"_“_
Jea: Thing’, Therg was s(arxpc = "WWS ook - el inetant | 70's followed the promiscofthe | stops. an N“\%‘:\‘: that | of thing us Froggatt fans have | should stir a lot of interest and is
Holmei bass: Crock Cartwright, | appeal stand out from the field. | 60's- amazing voice Lg\ been arguing about for years. | another for the
ythmn: Baz Hardy, lead) and | Mind you, the rest of the field is 1 can see him now, weaving | know you're in the presence of World! choice of 10in 8 months time.
Lhcu‘ lyms can be quite dml.L nothing to sneer at. as he stands. a pint pot of beer | genius. B Selwyn Mike Davies
Available at @
cord
Most Reco & tack
Stores recording
- £10 per hour
First 5000 singles Cliots nciode
o Specials, Seiecter.
with free e P,
Judas Priest, SGB,
competition slip: Judas Pest 555
Buy the single, m‘"‘“‘"‘w;;‘m“
title the song, win Jo ot
3 BRMB.
a Flying Vee Simingbam Ao
THE SINGLE uitar: s
021 454 8232/
na
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CLAUDE WILLIAMS
Kansis City Giants
Big Bear (Bear 25)
The Jazz violin has had a
roundabout_history, and even
today there s a distnct paucity of
capable jazz_viol
come across a 72 year old wh
not only a veteran of the classic
Count Basie band of the thirties
as well as man: eny & nmClty
musical dogfigh who can
still sculpt dynnmlc 2o swinging
oruses, is ot . unlike
discovering a member of some
revolutionary group, quietly stil

Though he has appeared
couple of Jay McShann albums in
the last few years, this, to m
knowledge, is his frst solo album
in a lifetime of music making,

The yardstick of this style is
generally Stft Smith, a rousing

ooled player. It is said
thaton arriving in New York with
Basie's band that Claude

‘Williams considerably embarrassed

Smith, outperforming him_on

eeral occasions, and listening
5 sl o it sl s
it. In addition to an incisive sense
of swing, evident on numbers like
“Kansas _City” and “Slst and

4 m iams can play pretty

he. melody of a
Ballad ke “Toach Me Tonight”.
hElsewhr.re the album features
the_country edge to his playin
(“The Fiddier™) and the i
shouting blues_clement, with
ocals from bassist Richard Ross
and Claude himself, which just
about work out allright. I can't
say 'm crazy about “A hundred
years y” which has
Claude playing violin,  guitars
and bass with a rather d
beat and singing in a manner that
is, if anything, rather
Inidback. A

oveldue nlbum gl Claurk gets
firm support from the rhythm
section right lhrml Special
mention too, for pianist Frank
Slmﬂ: a former Miles Davn
sidesman, whose Pll

Swope”,

‘somewh between Nat Ccle
and Red G:lll‘nd T'dlike to

out on its own.
Paul Kelly

PAUL COLLINS BEAT
BS (83895)
Despite the fact that the Knack
arc_possibly one of the most
overrated bands to

- sound of the late
 and giving it a

bands plus the vitality of such
popsters as The Raiders mixed in
with the contemporary elements

of Petty’and Costello, but Paul
oolins’ Beat create their own

sound within that framwork. The
songs are short, ~ sharp, xnd
instantly cffective, opening u
with “Rock N Roll Girl” and
hamm:mng home from that point

¢ whole album is
gmrameed to figure on my best
of the year come December no
doubt and it’s really hard to pull
out favourite tracks, they all slam
home so well. “Walkm Out On

“Different Kmd of
G|r|" “USA", all have that zest
and spirit that bubbles up inside
you while “You and I” takes the
teenage romance ballad neatly in
hand.” Traces of youthful
Springsteen perhaps, certain
that relentless drive is there along
with a keen sense of pop
dynamics produced expertly by
Bruce Botnik.

This is a great album that
makes you glad t0 be alive and if
they aren’t one of the big names
by the end of the year I'll be
greatly grieved.

Mike Davies

SHAKIN’ STREET
CBS (84115)
Quitesimply tisisbrilant
Imagine Il bloodied
rocking version of the Pretenders
and you're partially  there
because this outfit have the style
flaic Fynde’ $nob and the
untrammelled power of a
thunderstorm at full fary t0 back
itup.
Shakin® Street are a French
outfit led by Fabienne Shine, aset
of female vocal chords that aren’t
tu disimmilar to Hynde’s own but
ater mnge
and_ depth. “No Compromi
opens up the album and that's
titis all about because come
“Solid As A Rock” this s alrcady
a world beater and solid rocking
pover that burst with this track is
breath!lkmg iniits proud fire.

tar wock from Elewy

and R 106 Do
thrills Lhmnghmu but_give bia
listen 10 the. impact o' “Soul
Dn.ler 'lhlm also features
reussion work by
alinowski. “Susie
the single and surely a

it's metronomic guitar

the
lengthy “I Want To Box You”
with its searing g\unr sol
o g loms
Fine”, a racing D e
Vithout any reservations
whatsoever this is one of the most
outstanding and exciting albums
lhallmngmngwp::%m and
if they're even half as good live
when' they tour with Black
Sabbath then the heavy boys may
as well give in and ask for jobs as
roadies.

Mike Davies

SUICIDE
ZE: (ILPS 7007)

It's been a long wait for the
second album from the foremost
pioneers of electronic rock but
i's been well worth the wait. Last
time Alan Vega and Martin Rev
played here they were almost
without exception canned or
booed off stage by blind, stupid
punters and critics. Now that the

 world of clectro-rock has taken a

hold of the imagination of the
blinkered followers of fashions
that try and dictate our listening
habits this album will doubtlessly
be hailed in glowing. sycophantic
terms.

Hopefully that rightful glory
will realise itself in sales and a
final - acknowledgement of the
debt the current golden boys of
the synths owe this remarkable
duo.

What surprises me is that so

Sk ok 45" BHAE ind
having no relation to rock 'n’ roll
when it's blatantly obvious that

much of their work derives
straight from the wild days of
carly rock. Listen here to ‘Be
Bop Kid' or ‘Las Vegas Man’
where Alan Vega puts on his best
expressionless Presley *stylings
set across Vega's cheeky electri-
ication and computerisation of
basic jiving rhythms.

Certainly this album is a lot
more accessible than their debut-
although there were at least two
potential hit singles on that if
anyone had had the suss to
market them properly - and a lot
of that is probably to do with
producer Ric Ocasek of the Cars.
‘Shadazz’ sounds a possible
single with its Latinish jazz disco
dance rhythms while ‘Diamonds,
Fur Coat, Champagne’ knocks
anything that Messrs Foxx and
Numan have done into plastic
containers and with the Ferryish
intonation Vega adds to the
vocals this could also score well.

“Sweetheart” s almost a tender
ballad while ‘Mr Ray’ shows up
the Velvets influences comparcd
to the Doorish qualities of
“Touch Me’. Melodically Vega
and Rev have been a lot more
fluid here with plenty going on
undemeath  the persistent
repetitive pulsings of the synth
and drum machines and that can
only serve to emphasise” the
appeal of the album.

This is music for today and
tomorrow but it'sstill got more to
do with the vintage days of rock
‘0" roll than anything our current
electric messiahs are capable of
generating and if you can't
appreciate those roots then you
ain't got no salvation and your
ticket for the Mystery Train
won't even get you on the plat-
form.

Mike Davies

SNOOKY PRYOR

Shake Your Boogie/

Big Bear (- Bear 14) |

Slmple as a three chord trick, the

Bluesis an casy idiom to fall back
. As a result it's an unwitting

larg:l for abuse even from its

champions, “steeped in ~his
idiom”, catchword for
‘repetetive’.

Snooky Pryor has been around

100 long to fall into the pitfalls.
Born in Missisippi in 1921, he’s
old enough to be soaked in the
Country Blues of Blind Lemon
Jefferson and the like, yet young
enough to have

e i B e
Big City R & B that directly pre-
dated Rock ‘n’ Roll.

A mlhckmg xihurn with
goodtimefeel, “Shake Your
Boogie" is also (intentionally or
unintentionally) posit
portrait of the way the Blues hns
developed. “Blucbird Blues”
front porch stuff, a slow Blues
conversation between Snooky
Young’s Harmonica and Sam
Mitchell’s acoustic itar
Movin' up the lm: alttle Snooky

lin

goes Railroad tr:
n't  Know My Name”
complete with train hooter

‘harmonica, and a 15 bar chorus
reminding s that the form was a
product of the feel. *
Me A Mule” and “Shake Your
Boogie” have a boogic-ish
feel about them, with Bob Hall's
boogie woogie piano and S.lm
Mitchell’s superb acoustic gui
kniting behind Snooky's el
, aided by the fine
n and acoustic
?é".‘,'ng mm..,}.“’.fu,
Finally we near commercial
terrtoey with “Can't Love Mie
And H a Rock ‘n’

Mitchell.
The tracks aren't in that order
so they can be enjoyed for what

| onall the other albums.
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Mark Andrews has left XTC far behind him and settled
for the Joe Jackson/Costello trim on his debut “Big Boy”*
album (A&M) but despite obvious comparisons it really
is 3 knockout release. Good forceful playing with hefty
songs, most catchy being ‘“‘Does It Get To You’’ or ““Laid

On A Plate”. lnte

slow.

treatment of “Born.

To Be Wild” too. Good live act so watch out for chart

action. Wierdos Unltd comes up with Glaxo Babies debut
“Nine Months To The Disco” (He

leartbeat) which is

somewhat in line with Pop Group sylistically. ““This Is

Your Vi ” is a

““Careful With That Axe Eugene” while

pulsing number a Ia
‘Free Dem

Cells” is sort of Beeihur! diseo. Largely experimental

but ‘“Shake” isa pnnky

with his

““Animalypics” soundtrack (Memlry) ooty ks bt ai e
film for the instrumental stuff but “Love’s Not For Mc is a beautifu,

number with romantic French accordion playing.

Certainly more

intesting than the 10c *Arc You Norml” offcing (Mercury) whict
‘maintains their consistent ability to be immaculately dull these
Notbias s-esrkably olfmating bt Hctiog ey Seuotinee o ks

‘warmtl
must have a musical
photocopying machine because
“Duke” (Charisma) churns it out
again sounding remarkably like
previous offerings. It sounds
great on firt play but thats
rather
(a.mﬂlanty “it you e g bt
know won't * be
disappointed, you've
probably got these tracks already
only the
words and melodies have been
altered. Just to show they have a
sense of humour though, there’s
a cut titled “Guide Vocal”.
Raucous laughter all round.
Significantly the Beach 2o
are d glass
protected from the realities orthe
world outside on_the cover of
their The Summer

you'll find nothing clse has been
affected by external influences
cilher, caly the ritabs o tne

en their toll on_the

sunshine boys leaving ~ them
hollow and empty and
depressnglydull. 3

ilar  comment is
lppllmble to s

“‘Snakes & Ladders (UA)wmch

NEEDLED

Paul Bearer

‘Wonderful” comes close
but as a sharp slice of satire or a
serious rock album this is just a
Joke Triumph come
goods on their third album,
“Progressions of Power” (RCA),
a full production US hard rock
metal offering with “I Can
Survive” really mndmg out.
Gentle acoustic touches for
contrast too on “Take My Heart”
and “Fing in”. Bring them
over for a tour and they'll wipe
the road with the opposition.

Bad Manners strike me as a
bunch of seasoned session men
with one keen eye on the stock
exchange and the other on the
current musical . Their
debut album, “Ska & B”
(Magnet) sounds that way too
with leaden lifeless cash register

versions of Woolly Bn.“y" and
“Fatty Fatty” included.

“Mr.

little to add any saving grace tc
one of the most deletabie album:
Tve ever

ﬂ:zm»oﬁmmxﬂhmnmm ham-fisted_cover of “Little

with an offbeat sense of humour, ‘Town Flirt”. This is terrible.
or fondly tales of retum with
hard times, superb _ collection  of
Snooky Prior may oot be a instant hits titled “Hypnotised”
legend in the (Sirc) which includes the great
Waters or BB King, b\nthu “My - Cousin” and the
album s, in its own right, 2s good delightfully titled “More Songs
as any put out by the ‘giants’. About Chocolate And Girls”.
Featuring fine mg F Shnh:yh‘;rwm
!hrou from both Snooky and sense of fun and the band
:m:l Bear’s house band the m' strength to strength.
e Jch’&qcu-heumm-u

plnducnon thathighlights the

variety of the Blues, sn’thevm.r to inflict his pitiful excuse for
je is honest no nse poetic talent upon the nation ir:
stuff that will doubtless wear the form of doggerel anc.
well. Having a rent party? You to make the blow doubly horrific:
need this albu he’s backed by a limp-wristeci

Paul Kelly vocaks. @ PAGE 19

HIMLEY HALL, NR. DUDLEY —-3
-4 SUNDAY 1 JUNE g
OPEN AIR CONCERT H
—d — Starring H
1
§
Disappointed with your 74
last recording? i
Try my 16 track! With Special Guests g
H it to goodn ster quality 16 track
e rocording for dein singis o alios. o THE BIJJI‘Q BAND |
in homely atmosphere, backed by years of H
# A experience in the recording business. J AMESON RAID i
Plus di tting in super ste from yor :
xFriday K:s _BEGGA! ov:'l: tal;;g:sc.“o:elgo]fxf‘ ::etatesir:omasters fix SPLIT EEAVER

F -da;3 LLEKM RS pressing Album sleeve design too. G .m:‘ pm 1om) 3

*Friday __ U PAIRS Ring me anytime on ets: £1.25 in advance,

* Satu\'d:y 2‘? AE RIALTO'S e Aldridge 565 46 for s;:s :::::r £1.25) on day)
a + awson, Ginger A Wolverhampton.
*Thuﬁd B&THE FADE 1 p.m. Recordings, Portland gy w‘ll‘:i-lw
0- Al £1 811 p- Virgin Fecords, 74 BullSree, Birmingham.
|« Friday 3! dm. Road, Aldridge. o Bt et W
Besosesss Hill Street, Birmingh =




M@NE@@V ONABICYCELS

®
RING OR WRITE
WITH YOUR INFO

Scorpions.
again at the Odeon (18) with a new album
ready 1 scorch up the charts. Mark Andrews.

‘GOLDEN EAGLE Machine
HOLTE Atlantis
MERCAT CROSS No Faith +

Suicide
MIDLANDS ARTS CENTRE
{Film) The Buddy Holly Story

BARREL ORGAN The West +

DIGBETH CIVIC HALL Au
Pairs + Natrus + Fast Relief
DRAKE’S DRUM Mad Hatter

s at Warwick (19) and well worth the visit | OD! Laws GOLDEN EAGLE Airphix
whil 20 and 21 givestwo aights o STAR CLUB Playthings MERCAT CROSS Switch 7
gance and oy i i (COTATIM R e +Fast | ODEON Sky
Odcon which s louder but dearer ROMEO'S & JULIET'S
Horkcks. Licry having s0kd out at Staford L Sky
TY HIGH HALL FOUR OAKS
O e o St | Joy Divislon BRIERLEY HILL VINE Paut
replcing Lizzy
numbers? Good live crew though. even if FOUR HOTEL
o e bestmmis somewtat chmcle | Cotton Gin COVENTRY SWANSWELL
prmde DUDLEY JB'S Silver Wing TAVERN Wik 8or: + The
'WOLY
L L | i oparctysn amein st s fexer- | CLUB Sub Zero ummc‘ro« CROWN
y Musical Workshy
City and envizons this month. kicking off | at the Odeon (24/25) with Shakin® Street in
wih P At D U ot o the | suportam o what P b o i | 3 (Saturday) :3:';"%‘:‘;”"”—”"
I staggeringly RGAN Andy
caacions Odeom )bt 1 doub someho i | b phenomenalive. New Mtk and Al | Lioye's Wecdge STRATFORD GREEN
. . socanTs DRAGON Musicians Night
leat ad Same. night UK Subs | the Town Hall on 26 shhough I can't really iver
s Kvp 20 Top Nonk. Sebuthy Sintve | suw smy o i Y S S smne GOLDENEAGLETMW 6 (Tuesday)
MERCAT CROSS Opinions + | BARREL ORGAN Handsome
Kastow's new outfc Spectes (iving dead
more like) 1o Warwick Uni. Playthings
ey e MIPLANDS ARTS CENTRE DIGBETH CIVIC HALL
ploy
Sumdy 4 but considering the excemive lack (fitm) The Buddy Holly Story. | Magazine
ofocces  doub vy much i he plce will OLD GROWN Eagle Jazz Band | HOLTE Atlantis
e than 2% i he g s . SMALL HEATH COMMUNITY | HOLY CITY 200 Dansette
A » FARM Suicide Damage
N "‘-*"'"_':‘_‘V"" cxm BREWERS | MAXWELL'S PLUM Kaya
— —— MERCAT CROSS Ramparts
clasic rock yawn back to the Odeon on
e R T wnmwonxs.u\zzcn_us OPPOSITE LOCK Ski
Rk Zenith Hot TYBURN HOUSE Country
‘Mugioe afcr mooths. n the. CODSALL Mist
dack with 2 i at Digheth (6 but despite Swing Band CANNOCK STAR & GARTER
™ GENERAL The Office
oy i W ey i WOLFE Tourist
i s
Dammgs s st the Holy iy Zoo | 4 ) umvEEusrn"rA:s-m- T -
e sane night anc 2 mach better SARNEY CECAN Lk Wiy BARREL ORGAN Reality
Roy Harper takes. time off from shecy Baie, | [ DUDLEV. S UR40 BOGARTS Quartz
farming (but wot i Barner) o make ancther "”‘}.LEGE DEFO0D An LEAMINGTON SPA CENTRE | EXIT Only Ones + Athlectico
o e vi | HARE & HOUNDS Hot Pencils e 8ol 80
cuntomary Town Hall gig (8) and a well C NOTTINGHAM BOAT CLUB | GOLDEN EAGLE Red
il i the racks HOLTE Quill White Spirit Adeal Jaiz Biad!
Lengewill b watching themscives romthe | MERCAT CROSS WALSALL TWON HALL
R s L etk G Gyer FOUR OAKS CROWN Guill
i ~ | Dangerous Girls, Envelopes + WEST BROMWICH COACH &
reat b ko 3.4 r3ck EP oo Virgin COVENTRY GENERAL
chudhng the < cellent Being Bored” i, LA mL‘s’sEsRL-sm;“ o WOLFE The Rialtos
: HAMPT¢ STRATFORD GREEN
\ec haviog sueprising (bt deserved) succem :g:l: 0’“5 CROWN Back'0" | g Dance Band DRAGON Star Jazz
WOLVERHAMPTON
BOANTWOOD TROUBADOUR
The Office 4 (Sunday) LAFAYETTE Diamond Head
L SPACENTRE | BARREL ORGAN Hot Fusion
Denizens GLADIATOR Beggar 8 (Thursday
NOTTINGHAM TRENT POLY LL'S PLUM Geoff BARREL ORGAN Little Willy
us Sewell FIGHTING COCKS Ramparts
WILLENHALL CAVALCADE | MERCAT CROSS Rock Disco | + Fast Relief + Media Macabre
Sub Zero ODEON Judie Tzuke GOLDEN EAGLE Airphix
STRATHALLEN (lunchtime) | HARE & HOUNDS M21 + Paul
2 (Friday) Bi Slocombe
BARREL ORGAN Kuddly HOLTE Quil
P MERCAT CROSS Skydiver
CEDAR CLUB Purple Hearts TOWN HALL Roy Harper
DIGBETH CIVIC HALL Karl FOUR OAKS CROWN Back ‘0’
Town All Stars

The Four Seasons will be giving passable

Denver.
FARCROFT HOTEL African
Star, Portable Kicks + Ubik

LAFAYETTE The Chords

COLESHILL COACH HOTEL
Newman

STRATFORD GREEN DRAGON|

John Dowi

WILLENHALL CAVALCADE
Zero

9 (Friday)

ASTON UNIVERSITY

Rockpile

BARREL ORGAN Thurder-

birds

DIGBETH CIVIC HALL The
re

GOLDEN EAGLE Portable

Kicks

HOLTE Atlantis
MERCAT CROSS No Faith +

Suicide
POLVTECHNIC EDGBASTON

The
srAYloN sELLV OAK The
Privates +

ROEBUCK ERDINGTON
Magna Carta

STAR CLUB Legs Akimbo +
srnATHALLEN Ron Aspery

COVENTRY GENERAL

WOLFE Big Davy
COVENTRY THEATRE
T

iswas Show
STRATFORD GREEN .
DRAGON Big Band Night
WEST BROMWICH COACH &
HORSES Freebird
WOLVERHAMPTON
LAFAYETTE UB 40

12

BARREL ORGAN Cromo
DRAKE'S DRUM Streetlite
MERCAT CROSS Switch 7
ROMEOQ'S & JULIET'S Tyrant
BRIERLEY HILL VINE Jim
Shelley Jazz Band
COVENTRY SWANSWELL
TAVERN Criminal Class +

si

League

FOUR OAKS CROWN
Desperados

BURTON 76 CLUB The

Records

COVENTRY GENERAL
WOLFE Handsome Beasts
DUDLEY JB'S Hitmen
NEWPORT VILLAGE Diamond

Head
REDDITCH VALLEY CLUB
May Dey

0 (Saturday)
BARREL onem Andy Lioyd's

BOGART'S Spit Imoge
DIGBETH CIVIC HALL John
Dowie + Dave Tickle
FIGHTING COCKS Suicide Squad|
MERCAT CROSS The Opinions +
The Playthings

ODEON Saxon + Quartz

OLD CROWN Eagle Jazz Band
CODSALL CROWN Pied Piper
Quintet (Peanuts Hucko, Pete
Appleyard, Ralph Sutton, Jack
Lesburg, Gus Johnson).
COVENTRY GENERAL.

WOLFE Escalators + The

Editors

COVENTRY WARWICK
UNIVERSITY Little Roosters
DUDLEY JB'S The Records
NEWCASTLE-UNDER—

LYME ARTS CENTRE Bud

Freeman
NOTTINGHAM BOAT CLUB
Javelin

WEST BROMWICH COACH &

HORSES Paradox

WOLVERHAMPTON POLY
line

11 (Sunday)

BARREL ORGAN Stray Dogs
GLADIATOR Dragonfly
MAXWELL'S PLUM Geoff

lence

COVENTRY THEATRE Eric

Clapton

LEAMINGTON CROWN
Workshop

Musical
STRATFORD GREEN
DRAGON Musicians Night

13 (Tuesday)
BARREL ORGAN Dansetts

amage

HOLY CITY 200 Eclipse
MAXWELL'S PLUM Kaya
MERCAT CROSS Ramparts
ODEON David Gates
OPPOSITE LOCK Ski
CANNOCK STAR & GARTER
The Office + Sub Zero
COVENTRY THEATRE
LICHFIELD BOWLING GREEN
Victorian Parents

14 (Wednesday)
BARREL ORGAN Reality
BOGART'S Ransome

EXIT The Members

GOLDEN EAGLE Red Admiral
Band

MERCAT CROSS M:SN.

FOUR OAKS CROWN Quill
COVENTRY GENERAL
WOLFE God's Toys

Thursday)
BARREL ORGAN Little Willy
COLLEGE OF FOOD Skatalites
FIGHTING COCKS Kuddly
Bunnies + Photographs
HARE & HOUNDS Suicide
Squad + No Faith + Mick

Golding

HOLTE Quill

MERCATT CROSS Skydiver
ODEON Undertones

FOUR OAKS CROWN Back'0’
| Town Al Stars

WILLENHALL CAVALCADE
Sub Zero

May 7th THE ONLY ONES
May 14th MEMBERS
May 21st BAD MANNERS
May 28th BODY SNATCHERS

no dress restrictions/late Ilcence

YARDLEYS| {j
FRETTS

30% OFF OVATION,
25% OFF
- DISCONTINUED H/H,
30% OFF PHOENIX,
15% OFF 95% OF
STOCKITEMS
This Month'’s Star Bargain
Shop soiled TRAVIS BEAN Guitar

RRP £767 - Our Price: £470inc. VAT
Large stocks of ARIA GUITARS

DRUM CITY BRUM
Percussion Speciali
Stockists of PREMIER - SONOH
BEVERLEY - ARIA,
HIPPERCUSSION, MAXWIN,

GRETSCH, VIBES, LUDWIG
and many more.

) LTD,

87 Old Snow Hill, Birmingham B4 6HP.
21 Colmore Row, Birmingham B3 2BC.
Tel: 021-236 7441/2.

y Terms/

Insurance/Cash Discounts.
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Harvey Goldsmith presents

ERIC CLAPTON

Special Guests
CHAS & DAVE

Bingley Hall, Stafford,
Sunday 4th May at 7.
Tickets £5 from Cyclops Sounds or on the night.




16 (Friday)

BARREL ORGAN Leftovers
BIRMINGHAM & MIDLAND
INSTITUTE Bobby Wellins/

ete Jacobsen Duo
DIGBETH CIVIC HALL

GRAND PALACE CINEMA

HANDSWORTH Beshara

HOLTE Atlantis

LSD CLUB Portable Kicks

MERCAT CROSS No Faith +

Suicide

STATION SELLY OAK

Photographs + Hawks

UNIVERSITY Natrus

FOUR OAKS CROWN

Sundance

BURNTWOOD TROUBADOUR
Office

BURTON 76 CLUB Crazy
Cavan & The Rhythm Rockers
DUDLEY JB'S The News
HOPWAS (NR TAMWORTH)
CHEQUERS Victorian Parents
KIDDERMINSTER TOWN
HALL Photos

17 (Saturday)
BARREL ORGAN Andy Lioyd’s

BOGART'S Wicked Sister

MERCAT CROSS The Opinions

+ The Playthil

ODEON Franki Valli

OLD CROWN Eagle Jazz Band

CODSALL CROWN Crown

Swing Band

COVENTRY DOG & TRUMPET
ice.

COVENTRY GENERAL
WOLFE Bulletts.

COVENTRY WARWICK
UNIVERSITY Weapon of Peace
DUDLEY Js 'S Eddie &

The Hotrod

NOTTINGHAM BOAT CLUB
Lone Star

WORCESTER ARTS
WORKSHOP Inner Ear

18 (Sunday)
BARREL ORGAN Hot Fusion

MAXWELLS’ PLUM Geoff
Sewell

ODEON Scorpions (Sold Out)
STAR CLUB Puritan Guitars
STRATHALLEN Kenny Ball
BILSTON RISING STAR

7 Links

COVENTRY GENERAL
WOLFE Ice

COVENTRY THEATRE David

Gates

WEST BROMWICH COACH &
HORSES Weapon of Peace
WOLVERHAMPTON
LAFAYETTE Lambrettas

19 (Monday)

BARREL ORGAN Cromo

DRAKE'S DRUM Ezra Pound

MERCAT CROSS Switch 7

ROMEQ’S & JULIET'S Eric
1

Bell Band

BRIERLEY HILL VINE Tony
Richards Quartet
COVENTRY SWANSWELL
TAVERN Rockouts
LEAMINGTON CROWN
Musical Workshop
NEWCASTLE—UNDER—
LYME SID'S BAR Frenzy
STRATFORD GREEN

20 (Tuesday)

BARREL ORGAN Dansette
Damage

HOLY CITY 200 Fashion
MAXWELL'S PLUM Kaya
MERCAT CROSS Ramparts
'ODEON 10cc (Soid Out)
OPPOSITE LOCK Ski
CANNOCK STAR & GARTER
The Office

SOLIHULL CIVIC HALL
Midland Youth Jazz Orchestra
with Barney Kessel

21 (Wednesday|

BARREL ORGAN Reality
BOGART'S Cryer

EL!DW ROOM Elbow All

EXIT Bad Manners
GOLDEN EAGLE Red

ODEON 10ce (Sold Out)
FOUR OAKS CROWN Quill
COVENTRY GENERAL
WOLFE Any Trouble
LOUGHBOROUGH
UNIVERSITY UB40
NOTTINGHAM BLACK BOY
Peter Jacobsen Quertet
STRATFORD GREEN
DRAGON Star Jazz Night

22 (Thursday)
BARREL ORGAN Little Willy
HARE & HOUNDS Ruby

Turner

HOLTE Quill

MERCAT CROSS Skydiver
ODEON Thin Lizzy
TOWN HALL Bill Gaither

FOUH OAKS CROWN Back'0’
Town All Star:

GANNOCK STAR & GARTER
The Office

MALVERN COLWELL PARK
HOTEL Stan Tracey & Mike

Horowitz
SHREWSBURY MUSIC HALL
UB 40

23 (Friday)

BARREL ORGAN Stray Dogs
GOLDEN EAGLE The
Killermetres

HOLTE Atlantis

MERCAT CROSS No Faith +
Suicide

ODEON Thin Lizzy

FOUR OAKS cnowu
Midwest Count

BURNTWOOD THOUBADOUR
The Office
BURTON-ON—TRENT 76
CLUB Diamond Head
COVENTRY GENERAL
WOLFE Man-A- Lish
DUDLEY JB'S Protex
NEWPORT VILLAGE Witch

Fynde
WALSALL TOWN HALL UB40

24 (Saturday)
BARREL ORGAN Andy Lloyd

BOURNEBROOK Iganda &
The Pinkies

GOLDEN EAGLE Au Pa
MERCAT CROSS The Opinions
+ The Playthings

ODEON Black Sabbath (Sold
Out)

OLD CROWN A1 Case:
COVENTRY CLIMAX The End
COVENTRY GENERAL
WOLFE The Opinions
COVENTRY LANCHESTER
POLY UB 40

COVENTRY WARWICK
UNIVERSITY Denizens +
Dangerous Girls.

DUDLEY JB'S Teardrop

Explodes

LICHFIELB CROWN Zenith
Hot Stom

NOTTINGHAM BOAT CLUB
Dead Ringer

WEST BROMWICH COACH &
HORSES Sub Zero

25 (Sunday)

BARREL ORGAN Hot Fusion
GLADIATOR Dllon
LOCARNO Nats

MAXWELL SPLUM Geoff

ODEDN Black Sabbath (Sold
ut)

STRATHALLEN Revival Jazz

Band

TOWN HALL Rod McKuen
BURNTWOOD TROUBADOUR
Third Alternative

COVENTRY GENERAL
WOLFE Chevy

WEST BROMWICH COACH &
HORSES The Dealers
WOLVERHAMPTON
LAFAYETTE Scene

26 (Monday)

BARREL ORGAN Cromo
DRAKE’S DRUM Trapper
MERCAT CROSS Switch 7
ODEON Suzi Quatro
REGAL CINEMA Natrus
ROMEO'S & JULIET'S
Overdrive

TWO BREWERS The Sussed
BILSTON RISING STAR Reshara
BRIERLEY HILL VINE Royal
Garden Hot Six

COVENTRY SWANSWELL
TAVERN The Squad
LEAMINGTON CROWN

Musical Workshop

STRATFORD GREEN

DRAGON Musicians Night

27 (Tuesday)

BARREL ORGAN Dansette
Damage

HOLTE Atlantis

HOLY CITY 200 Chris Farlowe
MAXWELL’S PLUM Kaya
MERCAT CROSS Ramparts
ODEON Avyerage White Band
OPPOSITE LOCK Ski
CANNOCK STAR & GARTER
The Office

MALVERN WINTER GARDENS
Barbara Thompson's Paraphenalia

28 (Wednesday)

BARREL ORGAN Reality
BOGART'S Warheap

EXIT Bodysnatchers

GOLDEN EAGLE Red Admiral
Jazz Band

MERCAT CROSS M.S.N.
WOLVERHAMPTON
LAFAYETTE Witch Fynde

29 (Thursday)

BARREL ORGAN Little Willy
GOLDEN EAGLE The Rialtos
MERCAT CROSS Skydiver
(ODEON Joan Armatradi
CANNOCK TROUBADOUR
Victorian Parents

30 (Friday)

BARREL ORGAN Rhythm
Sisters + Beshara

GOLDEN EAGLE Ad Lib &
The Fade + The

MERCAT CROSS No Faith +
Suicide

ODEON Joan Armatrading
STATION SELLY OAK
Scratch Band

CROWN FOUR OAKS Palad
BURNTWOOD TROUBADOUR
The Office

BURTON 76 CLUB Quartz
COVENTRY GENERAL
WOLFE Silmarillion
DUDLEY JB'S The Vye
NEWPORT VILLAGE
Sledgehammer

31 (Saturday)

BARREL ORGAN Andy Lioyd
& The W

BOGARTS Lnlld Mirros
GOLDEN EAGLE The Quads
MERCAT CROSS The Opionion
+The Playthings

ODEON Krokus

CODSALL CROWN Tommy
Whittle

COVENTRY GENERAL
WOLFE Tempramentals
DUDLEY JB'S Diamond Head
MALVERN FESTIVAL THEAT!"
Midnight Follies Orchestra
NOTTINGHAM BOAT CLUB
Sled

WORCESTER ARTS WORKSHC
Mike Peck’s Function.

The information here is correct ai
time of going to press but may b
subject to change. Please check
with venue concerned.

GMDIATOR Balimark Admiral Jazz Band & The We ‘TOWER BALLROOM Natrus
Revival MERCAT CROSS MS.N. BOGART'S The Troops TOWN HALL After The Fire
[ ]

- from page 77 ;
attempt at mood music Hottest SKA Record Around NEW QUADS SINGLE
the lyrical ltmosphem It Available Now DOUBLE A-SIDE

does....both are_atrocious. The
album s called “Snap, Crackle &
Bop” (Epic) and comes with free
copy of his book, presumably
remaindered copies since it's
alleady  been published.
Thankhlly or etherwise none of
the verses intoned on the album
appear in print
_ Rockburgh iy Wimian
interesting _compilation _of
Northern outfits on “Hicks From
Sticks™ of which the most
worthy of further attention arc
Ada Wilson, Wah! Heat, They
Must Be Russians, Expelairs,
and Medium Medium. A uscful
reference catalogue.

clw

(BB26)

WOOLLY BULLY

in direct response to requests from thelr fans

ASTRONAUTS JOURNEY/UFO

WE ARE THE GANGSTERS
THE GANGSTERS

(BB27)

Order NOW from your retailer

Big Bear Records 021 454 7020

Distributed by Pinnacle. DEALERS Call Hotline 0689 73146

wming - out pleasantly
ding country albums
and "You Can Get Cruzy” 1 no
exception.  Gentle, tuneful
singalong stuf with a couple of
" edges thrown in_for
balxnec They've even uwm!en
the words to “Green Grass
Home” and called it ‘Sugnr
Daddy’. Nice though.
Nelson currently suffering from
vynal overkill with no fess than 8
albums on the market in the past
3 montbs. Lutes i half a side
from the “Electri
soundluek (CBS) and leaturing
My Heroes Have Abvays Been
Cowboys’ the moving
Fiands On The Wheet" Sach s
reat warm croak of a vic, like
s

On the side Mm Plrry
mrnsfmm t writing to singing
 job he makes of it

on “Sll.lms‘l‘n’l‘heMcon (Free
If you like h.:nly pesl

some way to excusing
inflicting such a .eumluuy dan
album _as “Air

Pocket”
(Bearsville) on the world but
somehow 1 reckon he akes the
blame on his own account.
Kevin constantly turns
up engaging and _stimulating
lbums and "Buumg Bubbles™
ll'gm) ‘maintains
stre compromising
‘approaches as normal with biter
sweet lyrics and demanding

instrumentations. “Gol

Days” is a superb lilting el
strangely at odds with the tension
elsewhere.0

check ina

requesting to go touring the Island such as

You Are Invited
To The Most Fabulous Trip Of The Year
(DAY AND NIGHT)

ISLE OF MAN
Sunday, July 27th, 1980.

Coaches leave BIRMINGHAM at Sam to LIVERPOOL where you will embark on the Ship
‘which sails at MAN.

9am to the ISLE OF
‘This fabulous Ship has a Restaurant Bar and other facilities. Onlhtlhoursjwmeylo
the ISLE OF MAN you will be entertained by
BARRY CURTIS ROAD SHOW
(most popular on Radio Birmingham Reggae, Reggae and Beacon Radio)
The Ship MANX MAN arrives at 1pm where there will be a ﬂ:ct of ooachcs awanmg Anyone

s Peel and various hcmuy spos at 4pm you are to
t the SUMMERLANI) SPORT & LEISURE CENTRE.

‘This Sports Centrc s il R
Rest:

Swim

Douglas Bay. Ith
g P Snuna and other sports. It also has a Ballroom dance floor to take up to 3 000
pople. Thers you wil bS entertstaa by BESHARA GROUP, THE THREE MUSKETEERS
UND and again by BARRY CURTIS ROAD SHOW. Dance commences at Spm-11pm.
‘Then you will return to the Ship by coach and dancing will continue.
‘The.Ship will sail at 1am to Liverpool - No passports or visa’s requi
COMPLETE ROUND TRIP £23.50 - Anyone requiring coach for touring will o R
For ticket and further information contact your Agent

\'—ndav5
Sal aturdays”

Beethoven, long version,
Orders Being Taken Now For This Ltd. Pressing
SEE QUARTZ & SAXON
at the Odeon - Saturday May 10th.

VIDEO
Wantyour group videoed at a reasonable price? {

V\N K\N

DUARITZ
REDDINGTONE

ALBUM - Live Quartz - Count Dracula £4
QUARTZ 45 - Nantucket Sleighride/Wildfire,
Double ‘A" £1
MAYDAY 45 - Day After Day/Live In Space Age,
Double ‘A’: £1

PARALEX 12" - Travellin Man/Black Widow
+ White Lightni

Limited Press of this 12 in green vinyl 4

COMING SOON—Thenew Quartz 12" f
in Red Vinyl - Satan’s Serenade

- Bloody Fool - Roll Over Beethoven !

(Micky Hopkins Guitar Solo, Roll Over §

{

i

ing: £1.99

different mix)

'im ai
for all details.
'RE INTERESTED IN ANY DEMO TAPES
BY ANY WORKING GROUPS!

REDDINGTON’S RARE RECORDS,

B47UH.

Tel: 021-643 2017.

;
{
3
!
i
]
3
]
1
i
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ADVERTISING INDEX | PAHIRE® FANZINES® SMALLS
ledem.rsh St. Hereford. ‘laﬁsﬁl;sﬁ d,
e lelvil load,
STUDIOS® Tel: 5596 ingha 10p PER WORD (min.10)
BUZZ MOBILE il e 2 onthly - edition imminent | BoX NUMBER:50p
65 Widemarsh Street, Herfor .| + 10p postage.
Tel: 55961. Flat 2, 41 Forest Rd, Moseley, e MUSICIANS WANTED keyboard
Birmingham 13. Tel: 4494166. | SMART VERBAL player for New Wave/Reggae
GINGER RECORDING Zo Tomlinson/Mo White fypc band currently gigging with
13 Portland Road, Aldri HOLLYWOOD SOUND HIRE FlatOne, 5535.,‘,.,.",, Rd, record coming out soon. Tel:
Tel: 56546. 45 Sandy Hill Road, Shirley, Birmingha Bernie on 440 0151 or Terry on
Solihull. Tel: 7452194, 15., +10p. wsme. 353 1
MCR BREAKER DISCO and Lights
196 Wake Green SDUNDPOWER from £20. Tel: 430 2001. 1(
Birmingham 13. Tal 7781434.| 106 School Cgmp"ed by Sid Freak (. lady) | Maypole Lane, B14.

| Street,
Wolverhampton. Tel: 20352.

Features interviews wi

band. Tel: John on 622 4868. 76
Southacre Av:mle BS.

RECORD collection?® 58/77. 900

Imzd £300 T:I 5578439,

recording
Cradiey B feath 61396 beween
6pm & 8pm.

FLIGHT Case style Brief Cases.
Custom fibre glass  and
aluminium _finish "~ (will take

meras etc.) Tel:

. albums, _ca
021-622 3020 (office hours).

BASS PLAYER required for
working band. Vocals essential.
Tel: 358 4760.

ENTERTAINERS Anyone
interested in forming new group.
Anyone into swing and writing
(sﬂln songs. Tel: 459 8001 9am-

pm.
FUNK lOCI( BAND Reqmus

ROADIE regured for working
bas Contact Dave
Erockenshaw (dzynme) s

MIDLAND RECORDING STUDIOS Ladies in Punk.
33-35 Midland Road, Walsall. 35p from Inferno & Virgin.
Tel: 614216. asmﬂord Road, Lichfield.
: Tel: 53284 HOT WACKS
THE OLD SMITHY 16 Almondbank Terrace,
Post Office Lane, Kempsey, | MCR Edinburgh EH11 1SS.
Worcester. Tel: 820659. 196 Wake Green Road, + 10p postage.
Moseley, B'ham 13.
OUTLAWSTUDIO . Tel: 7781434, KILLIN' TIME
Sherborne House, Sherborme Mike Bowman,
St. Bham 16. Tel: 454 0232 POWERPHASE 192 Dane Vallley Road,
14 Longmynd Réad, Margate, Kent.
ZELLA RECORDING STUDIOS Loanﬂym’Way, Dunleypark, | 25p + 10p postage.
\ENdagllmrHlll, Amton Rd, Stourport. Tel: 4585.
baston, 15.
Tel: 455 0645. ROOK MUSIC &E,ﬁ:iﬁr"‘.
1 New Street, Stourport. 1st Floor,
XI!'JGEE(R?O A/ 190 Morunment Road,
13 Portland Road, Aldridge, | REHEARSALROOMS® | Tel: 455 9659.
West Midlands. Tel: 56546. | DNS (Complete staging - PA hire/
196 Wake Green Road, Ilghnng/engmeen/smges
GRIFFIN AUDIO VISUAL ingham 13. tour manageme:
78 Bristol Street, B'ham 5.
Tel: 6224339, MODEL AGENCY
Julia Rose Agency,
LIGHTING HIRE® Needless Alley, New Street,
How 48 Serpentine Road, City Centre. Tel: 632 5894.
Sandy Hil Shirley, Harborne, Blrmlnghnm 17.
Soiiull Tt 7452!9& Tel: 426 5445.
UGHT&SOUND DESIGN HIRE & HIRE
Uniit 5, Kent House, 32 Newman Road, Erdingon,
Gooeh North, B'ham 5. Birmingham B24 9AQ. BADGES
Tel: 6227329. Tel: 382 1343. Chris Rust,
70 Woodfield Road,
MCR Birmingham B13 9UJ.
196 Wake Green Road, wswlmgmn oot : 443 4232.
Moseley, Birmingham 13. Moseley, Birmingham’
Tel: 778 1434. % Tel: ﬁ.ly b REICRORD PRESSINGS

5 Ri Rd, Leominster,
Herfordshire. Tel: 4645.

REPAIHS

Modern
30Caslla Hlll DudlUY
Tel: 65293.

iy ently require e o
T Apply at The
Railway, Thursday nights or Tel:
Tamworth 60522.

ELECTRIC
Remington excellent condit
f_s”o ono. Tel: (:vcmnp) 356

WANTED Good quality stereo

amplifier, cassette

tumtable. Also Revox or Teac

tape recorder. Tel: (evenings)
7610.

PIANO’S W,
payable ot il L

BICYCLE  required  style

so long as its
Good _ home
md Tel: 454 7020.

CT OR DUO_required

.mmedm by Grapevine

GROUPIE -%: MONTH

I hof: fre

Tricia Reordan.

l!mlrrepomrismbehelieved
- then watch your ass Linda Ronstadt!

fan mail to

Tricia.

..and

Nice of London-based industry
mag Record Business to credit
Brum Beat as source of
information in  their current
issue’s front page story reference
Police . Crass LP culled from the
columns of our last issue. Must be
the John Hayward who is

iate Brummie.

musicians. or any style that is
Non-vegetarians
considered. Tel: 454 06
BILL HALEY and The Comets Comets
collectors piece on
“Rockin ‘l‘hrmlgh The
Rye. ~ Excellent  condition.
Offers. Box No22 c/o Brum
Beat.

“We hear mutterings that a

lastly

Win A Flying Vee!

To promote their debut single Birmingham rock band Cryer are giving
awiy a chintzy guitar to some lucky prizewinner among the firt 5,000
buyers of the record. The single - on Happy Face Records - is to be

Snow _Hill _ Pie Wagon
disenchanied wih the

released with an untitled A side and a competition slip in each picture || Your ’5;‘&: are mnem with pretty  mif o fm::i; alyd:r«k'l
leeve. appros
sl mmmmmnmmm\mnp:-xm“mmu::kg-: e conil Towll st have 1o B 3
g Veeguitar || oo secusiomed to the fact that 7 o alled The N
as used by Cryer’s Stu Clarke. unters attracted by some of the  Polydor’s News - from Yorshire -
Cryer hope to present the prize on ATV’s Tiswas. acts you book require debut with *50% Reduction’ and
handling that used  the first 15,000 are to retail at 57p
‘with the beauti w. Coupled with their John
Surprised 10 hear that Topic Peel Radio One this
P Dis are about to into burst of activity the
]_R K MUSIC APl liquidation. . Topic ~are the  Yorkshire mob ke
DS e PRESS country's . leading lidaing the rame The
Tel: «mm 67 Q7 i oo anwe i sEmy e company who did most of the ~News' as belonging to_them.
C SALE major record companies’ display  Tough on the Erdingion boys - it
oo oy i) bel o
et p & « rec e ir i
I T e THE BAND = o b e Ranking Roger of The Beatand
s L T DIRECTORY trange goings on al de Fum _ Jome_of The Pinkiet
p : F e emin Runners By recently. ing it together at Lost Boys
e s B A R e vommwin has been held over Thedan M,W'yuwml iy Sl
& et S/ 00 i T0e e till next month \g bodies, many i Sunpriid. 1696 TH
"o vamesies 1% Ogam SerenedeS rom 45 0356 - sorry, nospace... wplﬂswwlslmplyamweldmpcd Beat retuning to their roots and
# s 4 mund »wmm hlgh heels and  playing a fun gig at The Barrel
5 o oot aminin
Otz = R febe ,,,, of thei T, o i
b o :EmE  EEE s A S O
BRI o Y e, G 1 b ol v vy e oselie, 5 S
i Avodss, Cusiom i FnoPs.
o SR, T A FOR JUNE ISSUE gzew: Invites were de Cs sl bl o
e MAY 19 Ewmduandsalyn, buguu_guy; grounds it ir
the ladies who more discreetly Quads amused 10 learn of the
and were deporting ~ Precipitous from EMI
themselves with a modicum Reconds. of The Who
resiraint. Our reporter’s stamina  Blighted Their Life. They just feel
gave out early on - 50 per Mﬂ'{amluhung s0 long.
s got a litle more out-of- Cmmm:fvpubmm
handm Seemed i
- o m;g'ﬁz Fabulous Thunderbirds tour -
llwwuchalﬂwdoorforpmpk Birmingham's Barrel Organ date
who tried _insisting "on belng on May 9th us probably unique.0




