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FERRARI
SPLIT

Yet another band breaks up, and this one
nappened before our very eyes.

Top Midlands funk band Ferrari have split
up.

The Birmi based band ived a lot
of publici ly after their on
the ATV programme, ‘England Their England’
in which they criticised the city for lacking the
facilities and general opportunity offered by

London.
FROM
STEVE COXON

Sources close to the
band believe that the
publicity about the

Ricky Cool’s brand new venture THE RIALTOS first-
ever picture — left to right Kevin O’Neil (drums), Jim
Hickman (bass guitar), Stewart Johnson (pedal steel
guitar), Ricky Cool (alto and

® BRUM BEAT EXCLUSIVE

Fnllum (10), Hope & Anchor, Islington (11) and St. Athans (18).
y're going to get thei
T

and vocals), Bob Wilson (guitar) and ](ellll Evnns (tenor
sax).
Bob is ex-Steve Gibbons Band, Kevin and Jim hail from Little Acre.

Keith saw service wi in Stardust and Screaming Lord Sutch.
Ricky and Stewart are former Icebergs.

The new band debuted at The Holy City Zoo at the end of March and
has upcoming gigs at Nelson's, Wimbledon (April 9); Golden Lion,

programme had more than
a passing influence on the
actual split.

Steve Coxon, of Brum Beat,

he band” differs
g,m-lly from that of The Icebergs, leaning towards Soul and R & B
rather than Country & Swing, with the objective of providing a more
danceable beat — an area where maybe The Icebergs failed.

‘Trix aka Ricky s at last giving up his teaching job in order to concen-
trate full time on the Rialtos, s it looks like he’s for real this time. The
band have no plans at the moment for a local residesicy, so look out for
one-off dates in future Brum

ALLEGATIONS OF OBSCENITY & BLASPHEMY AS

was in the middle of
the when their  internal
differences came to a head.

Tension was already high in the
band due to the fact that lead
vogalist Jackie Ormsby had been
offered 2  solo recording
contract with R.C.A., which she
had accepted.

"TIME OFF"

Added to this was rhythm
guitarist Dave Harris’ wish to
““take some time off the road”” in
order to sort out the musical
future and direction of the band.

rummer ~ Andy Maiden,

bassist Dave Clarke, and

gaxopbonist Chieis Webster were

idea; they

Diheorot 48 ey, o working
while writing new materi

The rest of the band were cither
broadly in support of Dave
Harris or uncommitted to either
viewpoint.

In the confusion, the band

decided that the best course of
action would be to split up.

The band’s agency, Oak,
believe that the most likely
outcome of the situation will be
the formation of two new bands
from the old Ferrari.

UNCERTAIN

One band is unlikely to remain
in the Midlands, echoing the
sentiments they expressed in the
TV programme. The other will
probably remain based in the
Birmingham area,

In the meanwhile, lead vocalist
Jackie Ormsby has changed her
name to Jackie Sanchez and has
her first single, ‘Gunfighters’,
already released on R.C.A.

If two bands do arise out of the
Ferrari split, it is, s yet uncertain
what musical direction they will
take.

When the split took place,
Dave Harris was talking of “the
electronic Eighties as opposed to
the disco Seventies”, — rea
Brum  Beat for - further
developments.

POLICE RAID CITY
RECORD STORES

Recent early morning callers to city record stores Inferno and
Rockers were two gentlemen from The Old Bill — Vice Squad

no less.

Apparently their mission was to actively discourage the sales of a
certain album — a distinct turnabout from that of some more regular
visitors, those representatives of major record companies intent on
‘encouraging’ dealers to apply those oh-so-valuable ticks to the BRMB

Chart Diaries.

But back to the drama at hand — the villain of the
piece is the little-known album by CRASS entitled
‘Stations Of The Crass’ on the even less-known Crass
label. This moderately-priced album is apparently both
obscene and blasphemous! “What value — two for the
price of one!” I hear you cry. But alas, dear reader, the
amount of shops where you can obtain this dubious
creation has diminished- by two — since, not
unnaturally, both Inferno and Rockers feel disinclined
to stock as a direct result of the “friendly. warning”
received.

The interesting part is that
shops’ lawyers have advised that
although the” Obscenity charge
would probably be thrown out,
the Blasphemy - charge would
almost certainly be upheld

GIG GUIDE ... UB 40 ...

INSIDE YOUR FREE
BRUM BEAT

MIDLAND CHARTS ... FOLK ...
JAZZ ... NEWS ... REVIEWS ... COMPETITION

Whilst none of us is particularly
inclined towards ~Blasphemy
(Obscenity is more our style) it
ms surprising that in_these
enlightened times it should still
be a crime.

ANARCHISTS

Crass — who recently played
Digbeth Civic Hall - are obvi-
ously an overtly political band,
self-confessed “Constructive An-
archists” no less, and inexplic-
ably Do-Gooders in a very
practical manner.

With the proceeds of their next
album they intend to compensate
for a lack of local council facilities

by financing an all-night coffee
bar in London for tramps, winos
and general down’n’outs shame-
fully neglected by society.

The label's pricing policy
represents unusually good value
— their first album ‘Feeding Of
The 5000' was priced at £1.99,
followed by a single ‘Reality
Asylum’ (49p), the double album

SPECIAL
BRANCH

‘Stations Of The Crass’ (£2.99)
and latterly the single ‘Girl On
The Run’ by the 15-year-old
Childrens’ Home abscondee
Honey Bane with Crass.

According to the band their
Anti-Catholicism has earned
them the interest of the Special
Branch who they claim have puta
tap on their telephone.

Simon from Inferno reckons
he could — Vice Squad permit-
ting — sell loads of albums.
Strange, but we feel certain we
saw examples of the offending
article still openly on sale at
another major city centre store.

A SECTION OF THE SLEEVE
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BOUGHT, SOLD OR EXCHANGED
WANTED URGENTLY
Guitars, Drum Kits, Keyboards,
Amplification/PA Equipment
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EDITORIAL
With all the tension and

nervous excitement of
getting Brum Beat on the
road now firmly behind
us, perhaps we can get
down to the serious
business of producing a
newspaper.

Firstly, we are amazed
at the way the local music
biz has elevated the state
of Apathy into an Art
Form. Inclusion in the Gig
& Facility listings and the
Band  Directory  are
absolutely FREE but we
are still finding it fre-
quently necessary to make
4 or 5 phone calls to
ascertain who is booked
for upcoming weeks. . .
and when we are told “We
are not allowed to give that
sort of information’’, can
you believe it?

Reaction to the Mean
Street Dealers story in the
first issue is an entirely

Dealers (again)

PLEASE TRY TO
LETTER IN YOUR
PAPER, THIS 70

issue  about

‘midland band show which in
fact featured School Sports playing
for Day Job to no avail, and then
sometime ago we learnt that they
playedarThe Railvay ona Saturday
night now as MEAN STREET
DEALERS, (plus had released Bent
Needles recorded at The Railway, of
which by the way, I now have two
and the single

started 10 g0 to_the Railway on

announced that “If's a long oy,
but as of last night Mean St
are no more.”

Call that an explanation? What
about all those fans who hepod pay
for the. LP. to be made and
released, and those who  almost
religiously go to the Raifway every
Saturday night?

Now we have four guys, who
have t0 read a list to remember
which songsthey ar going o play,
dropping chords all over, and of

HSTUERS

forgetting *“Time is

gt oy e plus a rubbishy
vesion of N Beye

1 feel this group really had some-

thing with James Langston and Bob

Boucher. Then, as a group — al six

been the Single, this may have
}mshed!hcmﬁmhaupdve(}lg

band together again with
“Day Job” can make it — after al,
giydmrdydomedmmmponlhe

play Si
YOU ARE LOSING YOUR
FANS AND 'YOUR IDENTITY.

ANDROIDS

Dear Brum Beat
Congratulations on taking the
initiative and  producing the
excellent mag. I am a member of
a 7-piece Ska/Reggac-influenced
outfit called The Androids.
urpose in writing is to
underline the lack of interest in

BRUM BEAT

REVISITED

the thriving local scene. Now this
could be put down to the general
apathy of the public at large, but
Idon’t think that’s necessarily so,
The blame should be put on the
racist, elitist attitudes of many of
irmingham’s  cool  ‘trendy’
nightspots.

What the hell is going on? No
wonder outsiders think there’s an
impregnable brick wall built
around this city. Take the ‘Holy
City Zoo' for example. They
promised a regular venue for
local bands to play, but T was
alarmed o hear that most gigs are

“private functions” and _that
only “‘certain members of the
public” are allowed -admission,
only on the condition that they

look nice and clean and
presentable — you know, a
‘flares  and  slippers’ job.

Pathetic! I and many other bands
certainly wouldn’t patronise that
attitude,

I'd also like to see this horrid
‘Heavy Metal’ tag labelled on
Brum swept under the carpet
once and for all. This has only
been helped by the biased media
(e.g. ‘Rock On’) and musically
prejudiced god-awful places like
Bogarts and  Reddington’s

Bring back Barbs,
Underworld & The Romulus —
and let’s all wake up and make
ourselves heard for the sweel
alternative.  Start your own
bands, fanzines etc. — and create

different matter, with a new musical identity for
widespread hurt (eelmgs in | Liked your cenre puge spread o“h- od thereby destroying
fhe ™ Inach “Thoushtyou might e the old has-beens and the barrier
hat goes with it.
quarters. Funnily enough | maei. t
Yours,
those closest to the dispute For il JohnAndrod:
— The Dealers and James | toSouhAfrica ol p.s. Thanks for sparing the
Langston — were not | Cicoun” e time mI listen to a majority
among those who took Soumbia7t4t | opinion
offence (possibly because  Thing That Was. g
the feature was well- Columbia 7677 FAB
researched and factual and e Des Bm,,, Beat
avoided the to Columbia 7182 As avid reader of
sensationalise). We even (o P e TR ‘;l:ln;rse‘yb!ll" many mooms ago]
had Wi Cobmbia7eny | g eat” i
Wayne Solo)_My Friend/ 1771 Columbia bsolutel

their custom with the cry Becheonioes oo Mad GoomYou ' it Down Comaris | “euiely A g s
of ““Gutter e Gy CoumeaTiie | of each edition to me — I wish

We would like o make | Kbovd Vikotoruniossmnl iy Coumbia7229 | you all the best with the venture.
clear our policy — we will | Booryacy_Toohtich Monke Busiea1 Shoud Kogw Beter Syt Des t regards,

%= = bty s Yours sincerely,
Dan Columbia 3

never  give Caron ey orow Or S Th sy T Beging Cotmoaries STUART SLATER,
feature to any advertiser A s European A & R Manager,
just because they are a iy Chrysalis Records.

source of revenue — nor
will we withhold editorial
space from a non-
advertiser. We write about
whatever we  consider
deserves coverage — and if
it provokes controversy,
so mllch the better.

Editorial  and
Advenlslng policies will
remain absolutely
separate.
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Pete Bryan,
Northfield, Bimingham.

il Beat”.

1fs0, please Ed)

ENTERTAINMENT &
RECORDING
CO-OP

reggae bands from  the Mid

NEW SINGLE (‘Africans’)
OUT NOW ON RISING STAI

Presents
BESHARA
On Tour
BESHARA - one of the most talented new wave

BESHARA Date Sheet as follows:

29th March Studio 54, Wolverhampton
5th April Arawak Club, Huddersfield

Management

Record Shops
Entertainment Agency
°ROMOTIONS

RECORD LABEL
PUBLISHING COMPANY

151 DUDLEY ROAD,
EDG!
BIRMINGHAM B18 7QY.

Telophono: 021-454 7717

°RESIDENT - CECIL A MORRIS
The Rising Star Group.

lands.

R RECORDS!

7th April Yardley, Birmingham

18th April Glen Ballroom, S Wales

24th April Golden Eagle, Birmingham
26th April Turntable, Bristol

24th May Digbeth Civic Hall, Birmingham
19th June Cleopatra’s, Huddersfield

27th July Sports Centre, Isle of Man

THELMA MAE
Thelma Mae, winner of the Midland singing contest...

NEW RECORD_OUT NOW
ON RISING STAR RECORDS:
‘Memories’ C/W ‘Our Day Will Come’.

Check out RISING STAR RECORDS at the above address.

T

World Ends
at Watford?

Dear Brum Beat,
5, .

DEXY'S SLAM
BRUMMIES

Dexys Midnight Runners feel we neither relate to nor
owe anything to any particular Birmingham scene, and
find the bulk of the groups and the whole music scene in
general depressingly ncere. Although we have
repeatedly heen offered a place under the wing of several
of the recent West Midlands Banners e.g. Brum Rock,
the Coventry scene-etc., we have rejected them all,
preferring not to confuse music with geography.

We are amused by the current mass of sociologist
inspired multi-racial ‘political’ bands who are all trying
to be the Three Tone group of the week. Of course they’ve
all been into ska for years (in between university terms
and Barclay James Harvest concerts). And then we have
Moseley, the would-love to be Greenwhich Village of
Birmingham. You can easily spot the hippies by their
bondage trousers and safety pins (or is it pork pie hats
now?). Breeding ground of all the local superstars, who
can .be seen on any night performing or pogoing
enthusiastically at their local pub, that well known mecca
ish music, the New Inn (only 20p admission on
production of your S.U. or dole card).

Then again, it could be argued that Dexys views are
irrelevant and that we have no right to be airing our
opinions in a Brum Rock feature, as our music has its
roots very definitely in soul.

So until such time as there is a Brum Soul magazine
available, these are our views Brum Rockers!

Smart Verbal

As Brum Beat is a Birmingham based
paper, it may be of interest to you that we produce a Brum based
magazine called ‘Smart Verbal’. Itis a Mag that aims to print the views,
words, poems and artworks of young people. Itis to give kids a chance
to get their voice heard. It s to trap the creative energy of youth, but it
is not an art magazine nor a music paper, it crosses these boundarys,
and hopes to be a varied magazine, by and for youth. T hope that you
will be able to print this letter, or give a mention to the magazine. We
want written contributions of any type.

Dear Editor,

Thanks very much,
Zo Tomlinson
White.
(see under ‘Fazines* in facility listing— Ed,)

THE NEWS’

i “Bru
s o

The Birmingham area’s
contribution to popular
music has been criminally
neglected, and it’s
marvellous that you’ve

reasons for writing
e e

letter, and the first s to congrat

on
your first issue! There was
a great deal of variety
interest and  encour-
agement contained in it.

HOTEL

High St.,
Leammgton Spa
Tel: (0926)
26421/27204
Licensed till 2am
Mon-Sat
Every Monday
Night

9!
MUSICIANS WORKSHOP
Come play, blow &

sing.
Tuesday 7.30-10.30
0LO CL!
11-2am
DISCO
Wednesday
LIVE BANDS
Thursday
HEAVY ROCK
Fnday & Saturday

at exactly the
i aeal o, & SEE SRS

really worthwhile job. I the past 6 m
hope  your positive "W .nu»o:‘._n.:lm.;/‘:nnmmsm

comment and criticism Will  compositions. Although our tunes appeal to
rub off on everyone in the ™o beoric: ™ h"n:x:amu";":
scene and make us all
realise what we’ve got to
offer and be proud of it —
and perhaps even destroy
the pathetic ‘world ends at

Records h might e

Watford’ view perpetrated _,“;’;;':!’* dd':':'.'v‘; SIS

by the hack London music e hope tha you wil be able Lo pubicse

press. m b bonai Thc hews ande e

Best wishes for the inste lng

future.

rt Smith, Yours v.mr-ny,m =

Moseley, Birmingham. Erdington.

ERVNGHAM B2 U T 0264310
THEATRE

ODEON new streer

The Midlands Leading Live Concert Venue

KEVIN DRAPER IN ASSOCIATION WITH

CYCLOPS
RECORDS
Presents

oAXON

OO ISR

Special Guests

Lautrec

TURDAY 10th MAY
Tickets £1.50; £2; £2 £3




SHORT
CuTS

Froggy
RAYMOND FROGGATT has
a new single out in April with an
album on the way and gig at the|
Opposite Lock on April 16 — the
Red Balloon keeps on flying.

Kicks

Please note THE KIDDA|
BAND are now known as THE
KICKS and have a single
currently available on Carrere
titled ‘Get Off The Telephone’.

Collision

VISION COLLISION man-|
ager Berni had his Edgbaston|
home burgled and the thieves
made away with some £800 worth
of gear including a Peavey Amp
and a portable colour TV.

Denizens |

On April 18th DENIZENS|
release a d-track EP titled ‘In The|
Crowd" featuring the songs ‘I'm
Not Ricli, ‘The  Frontier'|
‘Power (CEGB) and ‘Waiting
oom’. A free 16-page. full-
colour lyric/images book will be
included with the first 2,500
pressings, retailing at around
£1.25.

Barrel
New regime new policy at The/|
Barrel Organ where John

Dempsey takes over as licensee
from the retiring John Castrey.

For the month of April there
will be no residencies at_this
‘major pub venue — instead John
is arranging almost nightly
auditions. He is particularly
excited over Asian rock band
LT lnd Satton-based

RAY DOG! il 6).

S oks kejts ot Ltk Month
at The Barrel then —
be the first to pick up on
‘tomorrow’s stars or alternatively
10 heave tomatoes at the not-so-
goods.

Weapon

Wolverhampton-based reggae
band WEAPON OF PEACE are
the latest signing to Graduate
Records. Demo sessions are their
first priority with a single to be
released as early as possible.

Outrageous

Recommended to Big Band|
freaks and lunchtime boozers
.uh ks Sunday lunchtime]

PAUL DAVIES|
OU'I'RAGEDUS BIG BAND af
The Strathallen Hotel, Hagley|
Road, Edgbaston, Birmingham.
Trumpet player Paul Davies
fronts a 17-piece outfit featuring]
the arrangements of Don Menza,
Phil Wilson, Rich Matteson and|
Hank Levy — if you like
dynamic, aggressively exciting
music played with a high degree
of musieal expertise, then be sure|
to check out the OBB.

Dangerous

Phil Savage reports from his|
Outlaw Studios that DENIZENS
have just completed the recording|
of their second
DANGEROUS ~ GIRLS _have
been working ‘on their BRMB
session for the Robin Valk show.
SUICIDE SQUAD have also
been demo-ing new material at
the studio.

Alternative

New issue of Coventry fanzine|
‘ALTERNATIVE  SOUNDS’
sees the light of day on April 1st|
— it is of increased size and is
avaiablefor 30p plus 12p posiage
from a Moa
Avenue, Coventry CV3 6BW.
Alternatively if you are within
legging  distance  of Virgin
Records, Kahn & Bell or Inferno
you can save youml( the
postage.

Brumbeat
Dates on BRUM BEAT TOUR —{
featuring THE QUADS,  THE]
new improved GANGSTERS,|
and THE THRILLERS — now|
extended to take in Llanelli Glen|
Ballroom (April 5), Shrewsbury|
Tiffany’s (14), Kidderminster|
Town Hall (18), Burton-on-Trent|
76 Club (25) and Worcester|

"NEXT
UB40
SINGLE?

From our Man on the Spot HARRY HOTFOOT LANG

UB40’s most likely fol-
low-up to their current hit
King/Food For Thought is
“Tyla’ — a song written by
drummer Jim Brown — ai-
ready a stage favourite.

1t tells the story of Gary Tyler,
a black youth currently serving a
life entence in a southern U.S. jail
on a fitted-up murder charge. A

been passed to Gary Tyler by sup-
porters of his defence campaign.

Although the campaign for his
release is being supported by
American Socialists and Trade
Unionists, it has yet to become a
cause celebre amongst America’s
radical chic. Probably Tyler pre-
fers it that way, but another hit
for UB40 with this song would no
doubt usefully publicise his case.

recording of the song has already

FLIGHT
INTO
DANGER

ROGUE CHARTER
OPERATOR EXPOSED!

BRUMBEAT reporters have uncovered a
Charter flights racket which could lead
Birmingham groups to buy a one-way ticket to
oblivion.

I have our
office  about the activities of a
Wolver based Star

Flights, who trade under the slogan “We Fly
The Stars”’. Typical is the story recounted by
Dave W., leader of a popular seven-piece
<abaret outfi

“We laughed at our agent when he offered us a one-
nighter in East Berlin for two hundred quid’’, says Dave,
“‘until he put us in touch with these StarFlights people.

“To, our amazement, the guy quoted us £25! For
everything, all the gear, the band, two roadies, there and
back. Naturally we thought he was joking, but he
insisted the price was genuine and he kept on going on
about ‘“This is StarFlights, We Fly The Stars”’.

got to Elmdon Airport. We saw
this plane landing, it was

Julie Boote is supposedly a Blondie fan. How's THAT for a pueril for

““The worst part was when we
Datelme PRlL 1

ridiculous. It had two propellers
like an early World War II job,
and bits of it secmed tobe held on
with strips of Gaffa tape. It wasa
real outside-toilet job, like Jasper
Carrott tells stories about. But we
weren't  laughing”  continued

““Especially when this guy got
out. He was at least seventy years
old, with a leather flying jacket,
an old-fashioned helmet with a
pair of goggles, and an oxygen
mask. He looked like something
out of a Biggles bo

BREAKDOWN

IYUSIC

““We told him no way were we
flying in that, with him, but he
said we’d signed a contract, and
in any case it was safe.

StarFlights’ he said in a Black

Country accent, ‘We Fly The

HILL DESKS

€LECTRIC

PA. HIRE

3% K WATT HILL RIG

We can supply Back

College (26).

“By now Id lost my rag, so I
cam straight out with it. ‘Go on
then, what
flown’?”

““‘Let’s see,’ he said, ‘there
was Jim Reeves, Otis Redding,
Buddy Holly, Glen Miller
(Cont'd p. 747).

Stars have you

Dave. l
i ok.
safe. ‘We'm

Stars’. g

““Well, by now the bass-player
had quit and one of the chick
singers was_having a_nervous
breakdown. So I asked him again
if it was safe and all he said is
“We'm StarFlights, We Fly The
Stars’.

Line & Trucking
Area Stockists of Hill,
R.S.D., J.B.L., H
and Many More

Ring Pete or Keith a
27 V|CTORIA STREET on

WDLVERHAMPTDN 27251

Guitar
Workshop
To Open

A new Jazz Guitar Workshop Course kicks off at The Arts Lab o
Sunday April 27. Organised by Adrian Ingram — who put together e
previously successful course — it will run for 10 consecutive Sundays
and is basically aimed at rock guitarists wishing to broaden their scope

and improve their general technique.

Adrian feels that rock guitarists have had a pretty raw deal in the past
s regards nstrucion and eels strongly bout rctifying hat situation.

There will be a choice of two sessions every Sunday — at 1400 and
1530 and the cost will be minimal, Adrian received 300 applications
for the last course and was only able to accept 24. This is the first
announcement for this course — so aspiring Larry Coryells should
phone The Arts Lab (021 359 4192) as quickly as possible.
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Cajun
Comic

reat (o see a newspaper
devoted entrely to Cajun Music
mll ble in the UK. Entitled
s cu n Music’ and
clllmln| to be the biggest Cajun
Mausic newspaper in the world, it
ble — apparently free —
lmm Sonet, 121 Ledbury Road,
London Wil
‘There s no indication in Issue 1
as to how often it is published,
but write to Sonet and find out.

Artists covered in the first issue
include  (rather  predictably)
Rockin’ Dopsie and Clifton

Chenier, but also spotlighted are
the delightful Nathan Abshire
and The Balfa Brothers.

The record listings consist
solely of releases on the Sonet
label and are therefore a little
one-eyed — but goodies include
Cajun food recipes, ree
cooking spice offer and even
Cajun dance instruction(!!).

A recommended read if you dig
c.uun or ethnle music forms

nerally — although you may
ind it it disconcerting when
it lurches into Italian, French,
German and even Dutch.

NEW
GUITAR
TUTOR

A very welcome new guitar
tutor — Modern Jazz Guitar
‘echnique — is set for
publication in late April. Written
by mpnum s jazz .nlm hm
drian Ingram (see

llory for details of Adrlln'l

guitar. course) it is the first
Engun jaz: guitar method.

“The tutor is aimed at being a
complete jazz cmuse - 3 books

ne  incorporat
Jazz Theory, Cheld Plnymg &
Linear Improvisation, and is
Ppacke with  information,
detailed diagrams and charts,
Iochmul and theoretical know-

e priced at £4.95, published
by Northampton Guitar Studios
Brookland  Road,
Nonhnmpwn NNI 45L, and can
be obtained direct from

publisher or ordered l.hrouzh

your local dealer.

THRILLERS BET WITH

Hot Birmingham act The Thrillers - described as ‘musically some-
where between Gary Numan and Police’ - are pictured signing
contracts with Big Bear's John Tully in their natural habitat - the
bookies - where they are poised to wager their advance on some
horse called Ben Nevis.

ORGAN
RESHAPES

With a change of landlord at The Barrel Organ,
rumours about the future of live music there have been
rife. Mutterings have been made about discos, early

- finishes ln sets, non-residences. So what is lgolng on?

John Dempsey, the new landlord (late of The Horsetrader on
answay) explained what was happening. He was, shortly after
taking over, planning on seeing bands and their representatives to talk

Five nights a week

He felt that “‘you should havea
band on five nights a week. Even
if you have a substitute on, at
least there’ll be something for
people to see”. He wasn’t too
happy about non-appearances by
bands becaue, from a financial
point of view, it meant the pub
could be losing customers *“f the
public turn up and there’s no one
there, they might not come

ack”.

With bands on five nights a
week, what happens to the other
two? Well, he's got a supper
licence til 1 a.m. and plans to put
tables in part of the other bar (not

e one where bands play).

BIG
BEAR

Discoville 80

Billed as the “Midlands Discd Event Of The Year””, Disco Light &
Sound *80 will be at St. John’s Hotel in Solihull from 1200 to 1900 on
Sunday 11th May.

imed speclfcal]y at Club Managers, Mobile and Club DJs,
Danc:rs and Bands who are looking for additional Ilghtmg effects, this
is the third successive year of the exhibition in Birming]

Exhibiting will be more than 20 leading mnmlfackuxm including
Cloud, Pulsar, Citronic, Pluto, FAL, Icelectrics, Zero 88, Perception,
}él;‘nns, Guerrini, Cobalt Blue, JPS, Star, Showlight, Lels, Raydee,

1, SIS, etc.

there will be a laser demo by Lasertronics, a licensed bar and free car

park. Several record Dompanles will be in lttaldnnc:, as will
i DJ the West

of Disce
Midlands DJ Assocmuon. plus guest appearances by nms[
‘The exhibition is organised by Terry Lees of Merlin Management on
behalf of 3 local Disco Equipment retailers. Admission is a mere 75p.

The Royal National College
For The Blind in Hereford is
anxious to organise concerts for

students, travel
possibilities are naturally limited.
Unfortunately.so s the loot, but
George Day is not

expecmlg any star acts — he’s
more interested in newer bands

who want to try out their show

Bands
for
the

- Blind

play for basic expenses.
Call him on (021) 777 1296.

Motor City Sign Eclipse

Handsworth reggae band Eclipse have signed to Moseley-based
Motor City
double A-sided single *‘She’s Gone”/*Hard Day’s Night”” released
April 18th. The band have also recorded 4 titles for a BRMB Robin

are Didi Carter, Mouth Samuda, Rags Peck, Cubal Bowen,
China Brush Samuda, Patu Whittingham and Jacko Taylor, who
unde national tour during May & June before playing dates in
Holland and Norway. Sole upcoming Midlands appearance is at the
‘West Midlands College in Walsall on April 25th.

MODERN

MAPLE HOUSE

Tel: 233 2809
1

OPEN NOW

MODERN PEOPLE

40 PRIORY QUEENSWAY

(off Corporation Street)

THE QUADS

x

Kk ke ke k ok ke ok ok ok sk ok %k ok ok ok ok ok ok ok

*BRUMBEAT Tiffaniy’s *

THE GANGSTERS
THE THRILLERS

* ok ke ko ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok kK

Monday 14th April
Advance Tickets Only £1.75 from X
TIFFANY’S OR MUSICRAFT
(Shrewsbury & Wellington) or pay
on the night *
Hours 8.00-1.00a.m.

0 the following Sunday. He said that in the three days since he'd
become manager, hg’d spoken to about 35 bands.

JULE WIELAND

Satuoday wilhepifons ficions

and we will have the better
benh. 5l fhese i
Sundays will be a disco but with,
he thinks, a band to start.

Disco

A new departur in poiy for
the weekday ni t “rd
i o et dDrmoF b
come up with their own disco set
up, 50 e can start with a disco””.
That's John's idea, but I wonder
how many bands do this? Or
would be prepared to? It would
seem to be necessary for the pub
to have a regular dj and disco
system or else book two acts each
night (someone to run the disco
plus a band)

“Support bands are another
good idea”, he cited the Mercat
Cross here.

The idea behind a dio or
support band i the
customers would come it

““the more we get in, the better
the bands we get”. Though, of
course, he added that the bands
rely onthe akeat thedoor. And.
he ed
entertainment sllmng befouq nr
9.30 as now.

‘As for the present, he felt the
bands playing now weren't
supported well by the public and
that it may be financially better
with a disco. His last pub had a
disco (and less space) and he
reckoned they got more people
in. He felt the brewery would
want a change from the present
policy if it wasn’t profitable.

Auditions
So what's going to happen?
““There will be no residences for

two. mom.hs atlcast”” (that should

take us into May or thereabouts).
Instead, he's “auditioning”
bands. A different one will

possible and taking the best ones
and we'll keep them on””. He’ll be
going on audience reaction. And,
of course the number of punters
through the door.

He added he'diketoseebands
sell tickets before the i

bring it own followin taow's
the time for camp followers and
would-be groupies to come out of
hiding).

So, you most likely won’t be
seeing " the usual bands for a
while. And we can’t tell you —
since we don’t know yet — who’ll
be on when. More news when we
know it.0

GRIFFIN
RADIO LTD.

SOUND ADVICE
onall types of
HI-FI \
EQUIPMENT

Full Demonstration
Facilities.
Home Demonstrations
Availabie.

Free Stylus Inspection

Servi

CI.OTHES

(Open Tue-Sat, 9til 6pm
94 BRISTOL STREET,
BIRMINGHAM 5
Tel: 021 692 1339

BIRMINGHAM

BIRMINGHAM TOP RANK

Kevin Draper in assoclation with Outlaw Artists

presents ...

* SHAM 69 *

plus Support
SUNDAY 20th APRIL

Tickets: £2.50 from Cyclops Records or
Top Rank Box Office (236 3226)

FRIDAY 2nd MAY
% UK SUBS %

pPlus Special Guests

Tickets: £2.00 from Cyclops Records or
Top Rank Box Office (236 3226)




MAGN'IM

MAGNUM

on tour with
Def Leppard

April 15th
Birmingham
Odeon

Magnum
New live album ‘Marauder
JETLP 230

o : S Live-on MARAMUDER or on tour
Magnum will rock you!

..... SRRSO LA A S A FEE S O TR




’

6

The aim of this little potpourri is to gouge its way
through a batch of the more recent album offerings in 2
pleasantly viiriolic way searching for the Diamond
Stylus award of the column. Kicking off with the
abysmal ‘““Metal For Muthas’’ compilation on EMI
which is in -fact a lousy cover wrapped round a
remarkably dull collection of tired cliches passing as the
new wave of heavy rock.

Best of the bunch are seasoned pros Nutz who turn in the cliches but
play with such panache and style that they kick the others into the
‘monitors. Ethel The Frog don’t come off too badly but their best cut
is a rework of “‘Eleanor Rigby”” which is good stuff and thankfully
available as a single and not included here.

mmram ot En || NEEDLED
i e
T

Rush and Uiopia tur n plesantly s Paul Bearer

keep old fans or make new ones here —
though the Staes wil probably love i
5" has a great chorus but it seems

e result
8 OC i i epe Ridere ity

anton a bl of n expensive way o gt fout s
wp a superd double 5 Geils Ban
compilation album from Lynyrd Skynyrd | switched styies and ““Love Stinks” (UA) has
‘Gold & Platinum" which confirms. en aright 8. Most
what a great band they were. “Down South | - undeservedly 50 because &
Jukin',” “Alabama”, “1 " and | var
“Gimme Back My Bullets” are a fine | unu an ut the weirdo
equi (CA even make up for the | **No Anchovies Please’ for proof of that —
issue of the awful offerings by both Point | and some powerful but mellow rock 'n
Blank and Axe, neither of which are fit to | rolling. Mayt

polsh Skynyrds plectrums. AOR (isn
ly come up with the

‘about now an
concerned this is an improvement. G
stuff,

‘Which is more than can be said for ““Cha

t. Uriah Hee
"cunqm"
(Bronze) but this docsa't eem the

outfits singing a messy collection of bluesy
k with no conviction and litte styl.

10s not that i’s overbearingly bad butif
‘was any more dated reviews would appeat in
the Doomsday Book.

The Knack have recently disproved the

all of the time by
ral times with one song. *“My Sharona’
passable the first time round rettling it
"3aby Talk Dict” aad soring aguin jut
talent the band has and

Tov dumb American sudieates
Homogenised and sanitised rock for those.
with zits, frecklcs brassieres.
“But The Little Girls Understand” is their

tecent
ly then because

off Specor. A semla bl in the Jaw for
“City"”, the. from McGuina
and” Hillman (Capito) only thistime

without Clarke, who

Taught The Night makes it as a dent

Even s o auiout this would be o0
expensive, Tan Mat

varey of styles most of which
found o B0 "o B donble s
on Rockt

potential and even they
one sone into 3 tiles.

The Two Tone volcano has

‘numbers and ““Rub Up Push Up"” by Justin
ichards, ““Contact'” among.

and scratches out such gems as “Six and

under.the name _of

his Blackbeard alias ‘1 Wah Dub (EMI i
better than average dub for the most part
but “Electrocharge” s what I'd imagine a
dub version of Kraftwerk would sound lik.
Interesting i
The legendary Toots and the Maytals
icome reappearance with “Just
Like That" (Island) having dropped the
heavy rastafarian roois approach of
previouseleases ina return to a much ighter
ka feel. The delightful “Chatty Chaty”
sinle isincluded and long with that I'd
y Dally”, el

- Wi
Sl of an abum. Thi s great staff.

Original Mirrors is latest Phonogram

sigaing and a good investment i s 100 with
a powerful and distinctive sound in the
king although not altogether potent on

their debut album (Mercury). Good reinter-
pretation o “Reflcions and boh Sharp
and *“Boys Cry” stand out,
T ool thin s sl s out on
he Marha and the Mt “Metro Msic
(DinDisc) album is how they ma

Memorable single but dispensable album.

The Cramps return with another echoing
xsrise in voodeorockbily,swamprock o¢

ol g R
onty The Lord Taught U Gligad T

don't see it seling in droves but it &

Accomplay Me" are the bestsoftpumbers
ger’s sandpaper ache in fine form but

eoresenied by “Tonight", “1¢1 Soon | All The
Be The Weekend" and "Broken Doll” —
with an admission that his previous stuff

didn’t shif a light in the shape of an extra | disco - slanted slices of Eurog
album  containing _ previously ignored | - experimental avant garde, sort of like a
wonders such as “Whole Wide World”, approach to Mariene Deitrch.
“Walking On The Surface Of The Moon" | Infuriatingly effective.

and Take The Cash”". If you didn't already
own them, hang your head in shame a
rectify with purchase of thi

er Wondered what Smokie
‘would sound like with adenoid trouble then

iwind blow back in good form with
Midnight Bloe” proving that you don't

er 30 and wear a Confederate
fat 0 play s ma rockabilly.

st jgre. (Chrysali) which s | negleced. “Heaven K ingle "along
alternatively horrific and irresistablé. The | with other stand-outs “Honey
first represented by *'Spooky Reggac’ and | Hush” and the tle cut. Electronics take on
the latter by the delightful “Poison”. For | & human edge even if it's via a Revox with

part-time masochists only though. the debut from Orchestrall Maneuves In

Maithew Fisher of Procul Harum fame | The Dark (DinDisc) which manages to
ibum _on combine the commercial apr

h with the sophistication and intellectualism

of both Fox and the Human League’

e s favourto bt verything
ble at least more than twice. Not 3
er SHT Little Fingers who
even manage 10 make the Specials

oesn’t

er are hesvyweight ensican plaing oo
this albun’. Leslic West doesn’t appear but
Keth: Richards surfaces occasonaly and
gveral the exFace 1nd present Sone tums
in 3 lienabl slction of rock ' balads

reggaed “Truly” g sty i

voice 1 can

standing_out
showing his voice timbre to perfection. His
m but ' il e the

““Tonight Ricky" i sensual beyond bounds.

Both Def Leppard and Girl have debut
albums out for the criminally deaf and Defs

“Again “On Through The Night” (Vertigo) is well
R .w.,...uy performed but with- precious It real
the process, “Fire | identty although both “Overure” .and

Lake “Against The Wind and “You'l | “Sorrow Is A Woman'" do shine out (]

MR JONES &
MR CROSSLAND

sell all the very best gear...

6 Smallbrook Queensway, Birmingham, B5 4EN Tel 021-643 4655/6/7 |
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Mainly Folk.

WRITTEN ANY GOOD SONGS LATELY?

The Pitts Head Folk Club in Coventry, who have a good reputation
for boosting local talent, are running their third annual Songwriting
competition on Saturday 19th April. It's open to all comers and, if you
can’t sing you can get a mate to sing it for you. One nice touch is that
the judges are chosen by lot from the aices w e wibiics W
people’s choice! No Major Record Company Liggers hanging round to
sign you up and rip you off, instead there’s a cash prize and you get to
sing the song again. Last year’s winner, from a strong field of seven,
was Al Goodwin, who has since gone from strength to strength on the
presigious Coventry shopping precinct busking circuit. Details from
Pete Willow — Coventry 452916.

FANCY A MAGICAL MYSTERY TOUR?

Walsall’s Fab Five, THE BUTTLES, will be further stretching the
Hare and Hounds Folk Club’s often tenuous link with ethnic Folk
music on Saturday Sth April. If you haven't seen the Buttles, try to
imagine what the Beatles would have sounded like live, if you could
have heard them over the screams, It’s all there, with extra harmonies,
‘more-authentic-than-the-real-thing guitar breaks and tongues hardly
ever anywhere near their cheeks

LOOKING FOR A GIG?

If you're into playing Folk/Blues/Acoustic music and you fancy
tackling the floor spot circuit, then you need the 1980 MIDLANDS
FOLK DIRECTORY. The Directory, produced by Joe Smith, who
also publishes the monthly Midiands Folk Diary, lists 146 clubs with
‘names and phone numbers of organisers. Also listed are Artists, Folk
records available from specialist distributors, Folk Festivals, dance
eroups and a load of other information for the discriminating Folkic.
A useful reference book from your local Folk Club or Joe Smith,
Cove 5.

WILL THE REAL GREATEST ENGLISH ACOUSTIC
GUITARIST PLEASE STAND UP?

Is it MARTIN CARTHY, narrative ballad singer par excellence,
orginator of the English’ style of guitar playing, founder member of
ecleye Span, invariable surrounded by at least 30 beautiful
Sorelertuat girls and understood to be a close personal friend of God?
Or is it MARTIN SIMPSON, Boy Wonder from Scunthorpe, a
lightning guuanst whose playing is flashy way beyond the point of
and a much better singer than he is usually given credit
o8P chn oake your own decision this month. Carthy can be seen
on the 201h at the Seven Whistlers Folk Club (tckets only) at the Mitre,
Stourbridge High St., and Simpson at the Old House at Home,
Lordswood Rd., Harborne on the 23rd. Let us know what you think.

WHATEVER HAPPENED TO . . . RICKY COOL?

Oneansweris that the Black Country Rockabilly has been dug out of
retirement for a ‘Dudley Blues Legends’ tour of Bewdley. Taking in
just one gig this time round, the ageing, war wounded Harmonica
virtuoso and originator of the ‘Digbeth Sound’ can be seen returning to
his blues roots for Dickie’s Folk Club’s charity show ‘Folk Blues and
the Unexpected’, at St. Georges Hall, Bewdley on Tuesday 8th April.
Cool was not available for comment at the time of going to press but ‘a
friend” tells us that the former Albert Stackhouse sideman who, in the
Forties, played Svengali to so many of the American Blues Greats, is in
good shape after drying out at a private clinic in Lower Gornal. We
understand that, despite drinking up to ten cups of strong tea a day,
during the break up of the Icebergs, Ricky is now sticking strictly to
Banks’s Bitter and blowing better than ever.

Sean Patel.

SEAN PATEL'S FIVE STAR 11 Gaugers
RS 0ld Crown, Digbeth.

FOLK DATES:
APRIL 12 Kempion
4 Earl Okin Star Club, Essex St.,
Bell & Pump, St. Phillips B’ham.
GSOB, Waterworks Rd.
BI6. 15 Bill Caddick
White  Hart, Headless
4 Waterfall Cross, Redditch.
The Lock, Wolverley,
Worcs. 18 Slip Jig
Old Bush, Skidmore Row,
9 Nic Jones Coseley.
Old Rose & Crown,
Stourport. 30 Cosmothcka
Lordswood

Old House,
Rd., Harborne.



Following up on
issue’s tip for “Shoot Om
The Lights” as the
Diamondhead single.
Well, lo and behold, but
here it is but since
no-one’s popped one
through the post further
comments will have to
wait until next time about.
Still, should be good. On
the subject of heavy bands
congrats to Jameson Raid
for the support slot with
Magnum and Def
Leppard,” and their EP is
back in circulation and
doing nicely thank you.

til haven't altered my
opinion of the band much but
having seen Tyrant in action
maybe 1 owe the Raid another
chance. Talk of Magnum leads
to mention of their double single
on Jet which is recorded live but
remixed in a studio to get rid of
annoying problems such as
distortion etc. A great version of
“Kingdom of Madness” is
included and I’'m only surprised
that Jet have left it so long before
turning_their attention to the
band with any degree of support.
Best of luck lads.

Sticking with the heavies for a
‘moment Cryer are due to release
their first single with Birds Nest
— presumably through Happy
Face — and featuring new
vocalist Graham Carless. Can’t
give any titles because they’re
planning a ‘name the single’
competition to win a Flying V.
guitar to tie in with release, but
both sides are exceptionally high
quality and the A side is easily on
a par with their magnificent
“Vaices From The Gallows” of
some months back. For those of
you who remember RED you'll
probably recall band member
Mark  Robbins who now
resurfaces on Carrere with a not
but largely
single  called
““Love On Monday”.

Quartz have their live album in
the shops now and J:1 have just
released cheapo hard rock
compllauon callcd “Metallergy”

which features three cuts from
their earlier album, along with a
couple of Magnum cuts, again
including  “Kingdom  of
Madness”, which to

reckoning now makes it available

on four separate discs.

hevvy continue to gain local
interest, not unhelped
vnl\lmmous plugs by Robin vain

ithough having seen them live
heres still 1ot o work needed
to hone the set to a viable act,
but the demo versions of ““I Can
See The Light”” and the excellent
single certainty ““Telephone” are
highly promising. Spreading
aficld somewhat in a similar vein
Jaye C at Radio Nottingham
presented me with tapes from
Kyro who turned in some
thrillng driving rock on_four

o moat . pomably

“Somethin Iec”
“Cruising Down The nghway“
which makes them a priority for
checking out.

BUZZINGS

Mike Davies

Steel Pulse just reeased new
single “Don’t Give In” which
does little to dlspell the fecling
that the band are stranded i
gooove that ‘could well lead to
their demise. Certainly the buzz
around its release has been non-
existent at the time of writing.
An album follows.

From reggae o ska and Ska
City Rockers who turn in

contemporary fashionable
chbisings of  “Time  Is
Tight”, u Don’t Know Like

1 Know” and “Road Runner
on the Inferno label.

In fact this is the pre-split
Mean Street Dealers as far as I
can gather and the sound here is
one of the reasons for the parting

of the ways
Nothing _startling _ but
innocuous  listening.  Ricky

Cool’s new outfit to be called
The Rialtos will be playing
largely soul styled numbers with
a large proportion of self-penned
material. Ricky is on sax and the
band also features ex-Little Acre
bassman Jim Hickman on lead
vocals. Expect gigs shortly.
Talking of Ricky Cool. one
time piano tinkler Dave Bristow
crops up again this time with 2nd
Vision, a Chrysalis signed outfit
that features
Machiners Ric Sanders and John
Etheridge on an abun tiled

they have the ability to pull
through to eventual acceptance
but also reminds me that it won’t
be an easy ride. Good band,
good music, lousy timing. Invest
for the future.

Good news that Nuggets, the
Brum based fanzine, should be

back i circulation ~ come
May/June now that staggering
bills left as a result of

distribution collapse have been
cleared. Remember where you
read about Fashion in full first
and check out tomorrow’s bands
when it hits the stands.
. The Standards feature Dave
Bass and Roger Boden with new
vocalist Robert Weaks and a
three track demo should be with
me by next issue. The other
outfit are PopArt and feature
Kevin on keyboards and Oscar
replacement Nigel Dollman on
als. The threepicce have yet
to really develop as an act, as the
untidy drumming on the demos
shows, but Dollman’s vocals and
material are standouts in any
band.

he modern pop songs like
“Godrs O, To Woren and
“Red Lipstick’” — ‘both ace
single potentil — earmark him

writer and performer to
Skite. Deving back Into e past
Birmingham heroes of the carly
0's

in the fist of a definitely limited
Each album contains a free
Sinalc and if " you like sepulchral,
joomy music_delivered with a
chilling precision and haunting
atmosphere then *“Lemmings” is
well worth the investigation.
Cherry Red set to release a
Coventry  compilation
that totally ignores the Specials
and Selecter so that should prove
interesting, while Robin Valk’s
irmingham  compilation could
well be in the racks by the time
read
contractual problems_involving
the record company of a certain
reggae outfit have been ironed
out.

Interested to know why
Swinging Cats won the Coventry
rock contest when they turned in
such a_dire performance on
Look! Hear! gather certain

jes were not convinced that
they won totally on merit but far
be it from me to suggest that
rumours that the presence of a
member of the Dammers clan
added an extra weight to the
voting are anything more than
scurrilous gossip.

Until next time lup the
snippets rolling, the usual
anonymity wlll be provided on
information received. O

ly release
their debut album *'Lezmings"
over here on IRC. The album
came out in 1970 in France but
never secured a UK issue, despite
acclaim in Strange Days and
Rolling Stone.
A second album,
“Stalingrad”, emerged last year
and now archivists can reinvest

Heavy metal fan Ernie Brick of 3 Twotone Lane, Coventry, seen enjoying new
cerebral entertainment. ‘These head-on collisions with Ford Zephyrs are really
where it’s at’ he enthuses. Ernie, 23, employed as a spare part by Leyland
Motors, names Motorhead as his favourite heavy metal band, with 3 Jumbo Jets
colliding in mid-air running a close second.

““First Steps”.
also involved with the Alblom
it’s not surprising that the entire
project turns our somewhat like
an avant garde Steeleye Span.
oomed I would suggest.

Dansette Damage’s ‘2001%""
single is finally in the shops via
Pinnacle and it seems likely that
offshoot outfit Shady Karakters
own ““Dance Tune’ could soon
follow.

Amused to see an article in
Sounds on UBA0 in which.it was
obvious that the Birmingham
accent totally floored the
interviewer, for what _other
reason would ex-Steve Gibbons
sticksman and budding producer
Bob Lamb find himself credited
as Bub L

A Mental lﬂocl( from Solihull
have finally emerged from the
slough of despond that followed
my panning of them at last year’s
MM area finals and have put
down six tracks that should earn
them some sort of deal. In the
Swell Maps neck of the wood —
who incidentally have a vaguely
commercial single out on Rough
Trade titled ““Let’s Build A Car””
— but more polished and more
tuneful.  Best  bets are
““TreeLined Avenues”, “Clever
New Boys” and “Night In The
Attic” and gigs loom nearer.

Dangerous Girls have a new
single duc shortly which couples

an In The "’ with
“MOTS"" which indiates ther
‘blossoming ‘maturity and
confirms my convictions that

CULTURE CORNER

LOOK THERE IT WAS GONE

LOOK HERE. LOOK OUT ...
IN MEMORIAM LOOK! HEAR!
BY T.S. THRIBB (no relation)

So goodbye Look! Hear!

a victim of the cuts or just the end of the series?

who knows

1 watched every programme while I ate my tea
though my mother said I'd get indigestion

1 never did, except
during some of the links.

My friends said that you were a terrible programme

but they all watched you,

I thought some of it was ‘drcadful but at least it did try
I shall miss your interest in local bands

even if you did tend to go for the bigger names in this series

I shall miss your starbursts

and the camera above the stage
looking down on the band’s heads
1 suppose you were fond of them too.

I shall miss the names you had

Swinging Cats, Plain Characters,

Dexy’s Midnight Runners
Diamondhead

My mother wonders how they think of them
1 wonder what Chris Phipps real name is

perhaps we shall never know

unless he gets his own show

30%

FENDER STRAT.
GUILD STARFIR
PHOENIX AMPS.
PHOENIX CABS.

SPECIAL OFFERS Ol

021 236

YARDLEYS

FRETTS
* SALE! %

OVATION
7%
"Gaild PHCENIR

OVATION GLEN CAMPBELL.

25% OFF DiSCONTINUED HH
25% OFF LANEY
£10 OFF KORG WT10A TUNERS

N S/H KEYBOARDS

MANY MORE BARGAINS AVAILABLE
RING OR CALL IN NOW FOR A QUOTE!
Yk 87 OLD SNOW HILL, BIRMINGHAM B4 6HP %k

7441/2
y Te

%fayet e

Fridays

4 Kraken

(Good Friday only
8-12)

11 Supercharge
18 Holly & The
Italians

25 Split Beaver

(10 till 2)

Thornley St
Wolverhampton

APRIL

Sundays
69 Below Zero

13QTips

20 Lambrettas
27 Teenbeats

(8 til.12)

DEREK BLOCK PRESENTS

THECIIRE

THE PASSIONS

Friday 9th May at7.30pm
DIGBETH CIVIC HALL, BIRMINGHAM.

Al tickets £2.50 available in advance
from Town Hall Box Office
(021236-2392)

ROOK RECORDING (STUDIO)
ANGLO HOUSE
WORCESTER ROAD
STOURPORT-ON-SEVERN
02993-77626

How can we offer the best in 8 Track
Recording (1in Leevers Rich) plus
Tannoy Monitoring, Klark Technic,
Allan & Heath Desk. AK9 202, D12, C41,
190 Mikes and free use of drums and
amps for only £8 per hour?*

PHONE US AND FIND OUT!
*Plus Tape & VAT
Don’t forget ROOK Flight Cases...
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Laxt issue I looked at
in

gigs
Birmlnglmn. This time the
focus is on the East Mid-
lands cities of Leicester
and Nottingham.

The two main Student Union
venues in Leicester are the
Polytechnicand the University —
at both places it is easier for non-
students to gain entry to college
gigs than in Birmingham.
Leicester  University  social
ecretary Tim Davies told me
‘“We admit all non-students, bar
anyone we_consider may cause
trouble”.

The University concerts are
advertised in the local press and
in the city's HMV & Revalver
record shops, and tickets can be
bought at both these shops. Their
gigs are held in Queen’s Hall on
University Road.

Judy Tzuke and The Tourists last
autumn, when both acts were
available cheaply.

In Nottingham the picture is
less _encouraging for ‘town’
people who want to get in to
Student Union gigs.

At Nottingham ~ University
concerts are normally staged in
the Portland Building and the
rules are that each student is
allowed to ‘sign in’ one guest toa
function.

These restrictions have only
recently been imy
University authorities, who were
apparently  unhappy  about
damage being caused in the Port-
land Building (which is owned by
the University and not the
Students  Union). However,
concerts are occasionally held in
the University’s Sports Centre,
and these are open to students
and non-students.

Unlike the Portland Building
gigs, these are publicised around
Nottingham, otherwise one
only find out about University
events from posters on campus o
via the music papers.

According to social sec. Martin
Armitage
reg\llaliuns

Leicester Poly has an unusual
scheme for admitting _non-
students to their concerts. Town
can call in at their
Entertainments Office on the
Newarke Close Site and appy for
te Membership card,
Sohich eniten the o e Poly
premises, and of course bars on
concert and disco nights. *
These cards take about a week
to “process’. The Poly used to
admit d without

, where students can
s:xn in one guest per person. Poly
take place in the Byron
Bluldmg in Shakespeare Street —
and again |.||e'y are only publicised
internal
although you may se't to hear of
them on Radio Tren

Next issue 1 shall be giving
details of Student Union concerts
in Derby and Wolverhampton.
Meanwhile, don’t forget (o check
the Gig Guide for details of

it the start of the

restriction to their concerts, but
following some trouble at Rock
inst Racism and Eddie & The
Houods glgs last st year the Union
imposed Associate
Mcmbers}llp Cnrd regulations.
Poly concerts are advertised on
posters around the site and of
course in the music press. Most
gigs areat the Newarke Close site,
but the Scrlploft m: does luve
occasio
instance social sec Kevm Bryee
told me that this site had both

Summer Term later this month.
1f there is anything else you

would like to know about campus

activities, just write me. O

o
RING OR WRITE
WITH YOUR INFO

UB40 - MOSELEY S FIN

STEVE COXON
AND
RUPERT METCALFE

FJ331
*Lumber Core body,
*Maple neck

“Rosewood fogerboard
alable

*Indi. machine heads w/
“Wine Red colour avaiable
FIDT: mnau shore

Tromlo 4250

Woodrofic's

5-8A DALE END BIRMINGHAM B4 7LN
TELEPHONE 021-236 4992/3

GUITARS

FS3318
*Lumber Core body,
*Maple neck
ibaghe gt

i machie hees w
“Rosewood fingerboard
ovaiable

FT3010W
*Lumber Core body.
“Mple neck.

(aple ingerboard.
*Singl coil pck-up
“Indi. machine heads w/

*Mahogany colour
labl.

FS331S
ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT.

GREAT GUITARS AT
GREAT PRICES,

OTHER MODELS
AVAILABLE

PLEASE RING WITH
'YOUR REQUIREMENTS
021-236 4992

Midlands band UB 40’s single
“King’ s -currently reaching up
into the charts. The band, from

Fashion, the Beat, and the Wide
Boys, play a unique brand of
reggac.

’re very definite and
forl)mxhl about the fact that they
are not a ska band.

e is their roots and
|)|:y re sticking to it.
ike many other
mds around, they
sprinkle  their lyrics
abundant references to Jah anc
Rasta. Nothing wrong with that,
you understand, it just gets a bit
tiresome.

‘The name comes from the form
that the Unemployment Benefit
Office give to you when you make
a claim — it seemed a very apt
choice at the time as the band
were all unemployed - school-
leavers.

They wee not as desperate,
though, as that implies. Several
major record companies made
interested noises, but the band
eventually plumped for a small

reggac

independent  Midlands label,
Graduate Records based in
Dudley.

Drummer _ Jim  Brown
explained, “We had several
substantial offers from large
record companies, but they

weren’t what we wanted. With

Graduate we get a
percentage deal on record sus
but no advance offer — the exact
opposite of what we were being
offered by the majors”.

Another reason for going to
the smaller label, was that the
band “‘have complete artistic
control”.

1s a deal which many bands
would envy them.

Because of the success of the
single, the band are now able to
think bigger — they have more
opportunity to plan ahead.

Having completed a highly
successful support slot on the
Pretenders  tour, they are
currently working on their first
album, which they hope to finish
by the end of this month

After that, they start on their
first major headlining tour of the

e time of going o
press, no dates hadl’ boe
Coafirme, bt it should be the
first step on the road to cven
‘wider acclaim than that they have
already received.

Even though it would have
been easy for the band to jump on
the ska bandwagon created by the
Specials, the Selecterand Co., it's
nice to know that the Midlands
can still produce bands who are
not afraid to create their own
individual musical niche.

Many people have confused
UB40 with the ska explosion for
two reasons. Firstly they come
from the right area of the
country. Ska is increasingly asso-

ciated with the West Midlands,
Birmingham _and

entry.
Secondly, they are a multi-
racial band. Unusual for a reggae
band, but not so unusual for ska.

Although  very  definitely
reggac in style, there are only two
black guys in the line-up. There's
bassist Earl Falconer and Astro
who, although he doesn’t play
anything (he’s described as
““MC/dancer/good laugh!™)
can’t be separated from the rest
of the band.

Micky Virtue plays keyboards.
Although he’s West Indian, he’s
not black. Of Egyptian ancestry,
there’s Norman Hassan on
percussion. Two Scots brothers,

Ali and Robin Campbell share.
vocals and play rhythm and lead
guitar respectively. Finally in this
multi-national company  of
‘musicians come two Englishmen,
Jim Brown on drums and Brian
Travers playing saxophone that’s
sweeter than sugar and grittier
than gravel.

With so many influences all
centred on the same musical style
you can’t fail to come up with
either the most horrendous sound
that has ever had the misfortune
or else produce an

mixture of huge
potential and enjoyment.

Fortunately, for both the band
and their growing audience,
they’ve landed on the right side of
the fence.

Can’t wait to hear the album.O
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The Tear Jerkers come up with
two glorious sides on Back Door
] ystery”  and
“Heart On The Line”, both
strident poprock hitting 'in_the
' e
expos

Tikewise The Stiffs “Kids On
The Street” (Dork) which has a
similar full bloodied feel
wrapped round e Iyrics. Rat
Race Records have two singles
on offer, the first being from ex-
Vibrator and_current Gabriel
guitarist John Ellis titled “‘Babies
In Jars” and recorded live with
Rapid Eye Movement on last
year’s Jean Jaques Burnel fiasco
and which is chillingly effective,
the second being from present

—

adding anything new. Joe Ely
verges on the point of breaking
from cult to popular staus with
hiscontemporary country and
. the 3 track single fron MCA

SINGLE
FILE

featuring *‘Fingernails” should
more than help him along.
16 e e e
Z in “So Long”, which is‘a
romantic concerning  a
suicide note and a uaﬂer for their
forthcoming *“Goi
Living" albim on UA. Six frack
pack from Stiff for Lenc Lovich
which has “What Will I Do
Without You"” aided and abetted
with four live numbers including
“Too Tender (To Touch)” and
“You Can’t Kill Me”, but her
voice is becoming @ wifle
tiresome. y han’s
“Molly” is a strangely haunting
ballad on Arista that deserves
your ears simply because it is so

eat’s ace |

B40 snapped at Top Rank by Brum

different, a comment which
equally applies to the new Jona
Lewie “You'll Always Find Me
In The Kitchen At Parties”
(Stiff) a bittersweet ditty of
disposable impact. David Byron
resurfaces as D. L.

Byron after his excellent but
abortive ‘‘Baby Faced Killer”
album some while back, ‘‘Listen
To The Heartbeat'” (Arista)
continues to explore poppier
sounds  but without the
conf'denu Dmnn if Joe Fagin's

“Why Don't We Spend The
Night (Polydor) wil make
but this gentle slice of

balladeering seduction certainly
deserves of success. Elvis
Costello resurfaces this time as
White Heat who actually sound
more convincing than the man
himself these days on ‘Nervous
Breakdown” (Valium).
Landscape add vocals for a
blistering single of Electronic
Dance Music called ““European
Man” (RCA) which is re-
lentlessly insistent and a bloody

number 100, Nagging
instrumentals from Manicured
Noise with *Moscow 1980”
(PRE) which leads neatly to
similarly menacing *“Back To
The Burner/Siberia”
Proroky  on
Records which is a Krafwerkish
rhythm st against a Russian
dissident relating (a) a list of rail-
‘way stations en route to the work
camps and (b) the story of the
nuclear explosion that wiped out
part_of Russia. Since it’s in
Ru n somewhat
politically heavy I doubt if most
rock jocks will either understand
it or have the guts to play it. —
nuff said and watch out for men
with tipped umbrellas.

One “to watch must be
“SYSLIFM (The Letter Song)”
(shmgun) by Q Tips, a raging

taxy soul number with a lead
vocal that could be a white Otis
Redding/Wilson Pickett.
Incredible stuff.

Imost beyond the bounds of
credibility that I should be sent
into waves of ecstasy by a Foghat
single but “Third Time Lucky’
(Bearsville) is a dimaond in the
woodpile or some such saying, a
gentle and haunting melodic
ballad that deserves instant and
saturation airplay. Exit borrow
several ideas and a couple of riffs
from Dire Straits and turn them
into a naggingly good single
called “On The Level” (RCA)
which should do_considerably
better than it will. Finally, a new
band, described by Back Door
Records as ‘four hip young men”
turn in a debut single that takes
the trend of the Mod movement
and curls it inside the R & B
revival sound and come out still
sounding original. The song’s
“I’m The Face” and the band are
The High Numbers — cries of
“who?” — and if they carry on
like this T reckon we could hear a
lot more from them in the comin;
months. See ya in 30 and tell me if
I'm right.0

Paul Bearer.

AlJ H.

LIVE
ROCK

ON
MONDAYSH

7th SCORCHED EARTH
14th DIAMOND HEAD
21st SPEED LIMIT
28th QUARTZ

HALF PRICE ADMISSION WITH THIS AD!
ROMEO’S & JULIET’S
N " Smallbrook, Queensway, Birmingham.

Every Tuesday
9.00~2.00

RECORD PRESSING

EQUIPMENT
REPAIRS AND
MODIFICATIONS

Our Clients include:

Steve Gibbons, Magnum, The Beat,
Furnace’s Revenge, Eclipse, Mosiah, Judgement, Unity,
Corner Stone, Tradition, Dansette Damage, Airphix, Leargo,
Paradox, Diane Solomon, Big Bear Records, Big Records

(apologies to all those we've had to leave out)

THREE REHEARSAL STUDIOS
SPECIAL DAYTIME RATES
4 TRACK RECORDING

SLEEVES, LABELS, POSTERS
PA HIRE 150W TO 3KW

Phone DAVE or STEVE 021 778 1434
196 Wake Green Road, Moseley, Birmingham.

BACK LINE HIRE
LIGHTING HIRE
TRANSPORT

Street Light, Biast

'BIRMINGHAM B2 4NU Tel: 021-6 THEATRE

E N NEW STREET

The Midlands Leading Live Concert Venue

Tuesday 15 April at 7.30pm
M.CP. presents

DEF LEPPARD
MAGNUM
JAMESON RAID

Saturday 19 April at 7.30pm
MC.P. presents

SECRET AFFAIR

Monday 21 April at 7.30pm
LT.B. presents

DETROIT SPINNERS
~CAR PARK

£350  £250

Saturday 26 April at 7.30pm
Mel.Bush presents

B. A. ROBERTSON

Plus Support

£350  £250 £150

Sunday 4 May at 7.30pm
Andrew Miller & Noel dAbo present

JUDIE TZUKE

Monday 5 May at 8.00pm
Mel Bush presents
John Williams Herbie Flowers
Francis Monkman Tristan Fry
Kevin Peek

Wednesday 14 May at 6.30 & 9.15pm
lock presents

HELEN REDDY

Thursday 15 May at 7.30pm
Outlaw present

THE UNDERTONES
~THE MOONDOGS

uesday, 27 May at 7.30pm
Paul Loasby for Umbrella Productions presents

AVERAGE WHITE
BAND

Plus Guests
£350 €3 £250

Thursday & Friday 29130 May at 7.30pm
Umbrella Productions present

JOAN ARMATRADING

2450 €375 €3

Tuesday 10.June at
Barry Dickins & Rod MacSween for LT.B. present

WHITESNAKE

Booking Office Open
10.30am-8pm Mon-Sat

Postal bookings are accepted, but are dealt with after

personal applicants: Please make cheques and PO's

payable to ‘ODEON BIRMINGHAM' and show name of
concert on envelope.

SAE WITH POSTAL BOOKINGS PLEASE




REVIBWS

ON
RECORD

LEGS AKIMBO

4-track E.|
UGH1

Vindaloo Records.

One of the first to be signed up
on the new Vindaloo Label;
nothing much is known about
this guy, except that he was a
genuine Zoo-keeper, and now
breeds bats and snakes! Perhaps I
might be forgiven in saying that
his  background
accounts _for the
mixture of sounds emitted from
this record.

All the ‘songs were written,
performed and produced by
Legs, and the single engineered
by Bob Lamb of UB40 fame. The
result is a substantial measure of
country music interwoven with
reggac overtones which producea

. is split into four
tracks, the first of whichis a short
instrumental, totally unrelated to
the rest of the songs. Entitled
“Lederhosen’, one"would think
that it’s probably the first name

t came into the guy’s head.
The other three tracks, ‘Greasy
Joe's Café’, ‘Gotta get me legs”
and ‘Dread ina hammock’ are as
equally unattached to each other,
and excessively over-dubbed.

1 think you have to look on this
single purely as an experiment,,
which ~unfortunately, in _this
instance has failed. I would give
the man full marks for originality
though. He has produced
something different, which you
never know, might be the start of
a new cult! (heaven forbid!)
If you want to sample s
extraordinary rhythm - sessions,
get hold of a copy of the E.P. It's
not exactly to my taste, but
maybe Captain Beaky would
approve!

DAY AFTER DAY/LOVE IN
THE

SPACEAGE
Recorded by MAY DAY on
REDDINGTONS

‘Thisis a double ‘A” sided single
due for release in the second week
of April, following hot on the
heels of Nantucket Sleigh Ride
from their successful Reddington

stable-mates,

exponents Quartz. On this first
showing however, May-Day
appear to have a wider more
immediate appeal, and hopefully
indicate that this newly formed
label will not be confined to one
style of music.

Day after Day is a pleasing,
almost dance along
featuring some good synth work
and powerful raunchy vocals.
Just one criticism is that perhaps
more could have been made of
the lyrical content.

“Love in the Space:
instant commercialism  that
should  possibly be given
superiority on the single. It opens
with a ‘Remember the Days of
‘The Old Schoolyard® based riff,
moves into ouncy verse
followed by a catchy chorus
which although once again
Iyrically lacking is  very
infectious.

After a couple of hearings it
etches itself permanently on the
mind. A competent guitar break
and nifty key change put the
finishing téuches to this excellent
debut single.

ge’ has an

Pete Ariss.

CHRIS REA: TENNIS:
MAGNET

Rea consistently turns _out
good albums but receives an
almost parallel lack of success.
Hopefully “Tennis” will break
that trend, although it’s far more
likely that he’ll strike luck in
America before he cracks it here.
His voice is somewhat like a
fusion between Peter Skellern

the
better
moments in both their evocative
use of melody and lyrics. There’s
two instrumentals here, both of
which add weight to Rea’s
reputation as a composer, but it’s
the songs that make the album.

‘The Dire Straits feel to the title
track commends it as the single
with the restramed urgency, a feel
carried over into the sultry
“‘Sweet Kiss.” *‘Since I Don’t See
You Anymore” is almost Bob
Segerish with a country base toits
shuffling rhythm and one of my
personal picks from the album.
““Friends Across The Water” is
the stronger of the instrumentals,
“No Work Today” feeling like
someone wiped the vocals out in
the mix.

“‘Everytime I See You Smile’
is a building ballad most akin to
Eltoniin its phrasing in places. On
side two I can live without
“Forever and Ever”, *“Good

ADRIAN HOPKINS PRESENTS
BINGLEY HALL, STAFFORD

TUESDAY 13th

MAY AT 8 PM

Hm
22 f§

plus (T].7.7.7 44
TICKETS £4

ailable from Cyc
Sundown Re

s Records, Birmingham &

‘Vol verhampton; or by post

from Adrian Hopkins Promotions,

77 Barton Road, H

ington, Oxford (enclosing

S.A.E.).

News” picks up the rhythm feels
of the opening tracks while
“Distant Summers” is a gentle
lmklmg love song.

nly With You” is a
hghlwexghl Alan Price jazzed
throwaway which leaves “Stick
It”, a vicious piece
determination and assertion. All
in all not a completely salisfying
album but even a flaw
from Chris Rea is something that
is worth awaiting.

Mike Davies

KROKUS: ETAL

M
RENDEZYOUS:
ARIOLA

Quite simply this is probably
the best heavy rock album that
1980 is going to see. The band
appear to be Swiss or German
and have a somewhat obsessive
admiration for AC/DC but this
transcends mere imitation.

Marc Storace has a powerful
rasping _voice, ironically not
unlike the late Bon Scott, and he
uses it to magnificent effect on
every track. ‘‘Heatstrokes”
opens up in fine style and
“‘Bedside Radio”” hasto bea huge
single success. “Streamer” is a
mesmerising slow blues that
burns with white heat, as does
“Fire”. “Tokyo  Nights”
emulates Police, and Sting in
particular, in a hard rock context
and succeeds magnificently.

There’s not a lot I can really
say about this album other than if
you like your music to burst alive,
andif you and driving
then Krokus is for you and if
they’re half as good as this live
when they come over in
April/May then 1most of our
metal merchants had better just
curl up and die.

‘Mike Davies

JOHNNY COPPIN: NO GO-
BACK: Rola Records

1 have the utmost respect for
Johnny Coppin, one time me ber
of Decameron, a grossly ignored
band and producers of 3 fine
albums. Last time I saw Coppin
and his band he reminded me
greatly of Tan Matthews mingled
with touches of Leo Sayer and the
[Eagles, but primarily the impres-
sion was of a country influenced
outfit playing durabie emotional
melodies with that distinctive
tang. His solo album underlined
the fact that he is a great singer
and writer with a keen individual
edge both 25 a studio musician
and live performer
gratly looking forvard to this

m. Consequently it galls me
Deyoud meaire BBV 15 oy
that it is the most dtsappolnlmg

album I'm hkely to hear all ym
The Matthews

mains but it s Matthews in his
bland  while soul period
desperately trying to emulate the
style of Robert Palmer and fail-
ing immeasurably. This album
sounds dreadfully flat and in-
sincere, an image rather than a
conviction, despite
maculate

Presumably it must be aimed at
America because it won’t mean a
light here. The songs arc strong
but such excellent material as

““We Shall Not Pass” and “‘Pain [}

In My Heart” are drained of any
touch of spirit they previously
may have had. One of my fondest
memories is of the Johnny Cop-
pin Band playing at Mr. Bo-
jangles at the Centre Hotel; sadly
1 didn’t tape it because this is a
terrifying betrayal of faith. All
the best Johnny you merit it but
on this you really don’t deserveit.

Mike Davies

FASHION NOTES
By Bo Brummel

We’ve an old saying at
Villa Park, The only thing
the Baggies ever won down
here is the dress sense of
the average Holte Ender.

I'm talking "bout those sewer-
pipe wide tubes of blue or grey
cloth, that usually flutter above

the terraces at every football
ground, every Saturday. It’s a
timeless, fashionless mode of
ress, immortalized in Dire
Straits’ “Sultans of Swing’”; the
guys wearing "em stand at the
back and mutter. “It ain’t what
they call rock’n’roll””.

Neither is this article so far, 1
hear you say, but after all, I've
just been given my first
assignment for the fledgling
BrumBeat; ““Go along to the
RumRunner on Wedn:sday“,
said the Ed., *“and write
something about fashion”’.

“Fashion! The Rum Runner!
Why me, Lord?” Immediately
my fertile imagination thrust me
into a nightmarish world of
mixed metaphor; I saw myself
dmwmng unheeded in a sea of
bright, ung and intensely
fashionable things,  pop-up
versions of the Sunday Times
magazine’s fashion pages; I
became the Charles Atlas’ Before
man, blinking helplessly as the
sands of time are kicked in my
face by metaphorically muscle-
bound trendies of both sexes.

Desperately I clutched at
straws. A few weeks back I saw a
piece in “What’s On’” about this

particular club. ““A  really

TWENTY FREE ODEON TICKETS
OK Folks — it’s Giveaway Time!

We have a pair of FREE TICKETS for the B. A.
Robertson concert at Birmingham Odeon on Saturday

'26th April for EACH OF THE FIRST TEN READERS

who can correctly answer the following questions.

1. Name B.A.’s three Top 30 entries.

2. Which recent Number One hit song did B.A. co-
write but not perform?

3. Who did record it?

Entries on a postcard to B. A. ROBERTSON COMP,
Brum Beat, 190 Monument Road, Birmingham
B16 8UU.

TWO FREE TICKETS WILL GO TO EACH OF THE
FIRST TEN CORRECT ENTRIES RECEIVED.

mode of dress possible.

Which suited (o pun
intended) my initial plan of going
down and deliberately_setting
myselfapart,sayng ncflect: I'm
not here to be judged, I'm not
trying to be fmhlmahlev trendy,
or with-it, or whatever the
& ed fashionable hip,

mod word is for fashionable,

T Which beingame back 1b the trendy etc. I'm just here to
baggies — trousers, that is. They | observe and report on you.

most After all, Leonardo da Vinci

the blurb, or words to that effect.
“You won't see anybody wearing

e’

Well, thank God for that! At
least flared trousers haven’t come
back in yet; and as I wore out my
last pair of bell-bottomed jeans

passing muster, at leat below the

fﬂshlonabl: spot these days”’, ran

had to e
unfashionable, nonfashionable | didn’t carry out his classic studies

* MIDLAND TOP 30 *

The Charts are compiled from figures supplied to
BRUM BEAT by a cross-section of leading Midland

Record Stores
SINGLES ALBUMS
Going Underground. . .Jam .. Genesis
Dance Yourself Dizzy. quuld Gold Twelve Gold Bars. . Status Quo
Glass House. . . Billy Joel

Turning Japanese.
Turn It On Again. .
Let’s Do Rock Steady.
Bear Cage.
Poison Ivy.

Magnum Live (EP).
Living After Midnight.

8!3%BEB&&N?E;E:SGI;;:Ewpupw,a_ugv,-t

Working My Way Back To You.
All Night Long.
Echo Beach,
King/Food For Thought.
Do That To Me One Mor:

Sal Sez.
Seven Days Of Splendour.

. Bodysnatchers
Stranglers
. Lambrettas
. Detroit Spinners
- . Rainbow
. Martha & The Muﬂlns

B40

e Time. . Captain &Tennllle
. Brothers Johnson
Magnum
.Judas Priest
. Gibson Brothers

.. Saxol
-Joe Jackson
. The Gangsters
Quartz
. Siouxsie & The Banshees
. Secret Affair
- White Heat
Jameson Raid

.Johnny Mathis
Sammy Hagar
.. AprilWine
Def Leppard
. Stiff Little Frngers

1

2

3.

4. Tearsand Laughter.
5. Loud and Clear.

6. Harder — Faster.
7. OnThrough The Night.
8. Nobody's Heroes.
9. Down To Earth..

One Step Beyond. SS
11, Light Up The Night. Brothers Johnson
12, Too Much Pressure. The Selecter
13. Against The Wind. Bob Seger & The Silver Bullet Band
14. Get Happy.... Elvis Costello
15. Tell Me On A Sunday. . Marti Webb
16. Argy Bargy. ..Squeeze
17. Torpedoes. .Tom Petty
18. Regatta De Blanc. . Police
19. Eat To The Beat. . Blondie
20. Permanent Waves. ..Rush
21. String Of Hits. . Shadows
22. Short Stories. .Jon & Vangelis
23. Twin Peaks.. ... Mountain
24. Fabulous Greatest Hits. Pvlnce Buster
25. Conquest...... Uriah Heep
26. 20 Heartbreakers. Matt Monro
27. Smalicreeps Day. . Mike Rutherford
28. Greatest Hits Vol. 1 . Cockney Rejects
29. Metro Music. . Martha & The Muffins
30. Count Dracula & Other Love Songs. ......... Quartz




of human anatomy whist n the
nude himself —

tape o "and i Twasnt
careful I could end up dressing so
unfashionably as to be (gulp!)
fashionable! Know what I mean?
Overnight 1 could become a
Leader, a world trend-setter.
Bianca would appear wherever-
she-does in-grey baggies and a
Villa scarf. Elegantly coiffured
bother boys would kick hell out
of each other at Studio 54 and
Regine’s. Tony Butler's theme
song would top ti
simultaneously in 1S different

St il my master plan had a
fatal flaw it own a pair
of baggies; in fact Tve never, ever
owned a pair of the wretched
things. So, sod it. I grabbed my
nearest and cleanest like I always

o and got on down there,
checking out the scene, know
what I mean?

THE SCENE: The Rum
Runner, a anmgham nite spot;
on a night of Fashion; with a
capital ‘F*.

‘Whoever chose the music being.
played (Happily there’s no inane
“d.j.” prattling away) obviously

comprehensive record
collection. His taste runs all the
way from David Bowic to Bryan
Ferry, and he even chucks in a
few Roxy Music tracks for good

measure.

This guy (or gal) has enough of
this stuff to last for two hours
without repeating — or playing a
record by anybody else. But who
cares? I'm almost enjoying
myself. Despite my premon-
»itions, these people are all 5o busy
Doing Their Own Thing that
thiey're qulle happy 10 lt every
one else Do Thei

So I'm reelmg “heither out of

place — nor in place. The
Beautiful People running roung
in brocade zoot suits, satin
trousers that fit like a first skin,

rather than a mere second,
ini-dress

of top-twenty synthesizer sounds
(you know, the John Fox type of
thing) laid over tightly played but
very conventional disco rhythms.
It’s presumably meant to sound
disturbing but it comes over as
contrived  and  ultimately
harmless.

he one exception to the
Madame Tussaud’s stage act is a
raven-haired young lady in a
‘Wonder-Woman head-band who
smiles encouragingly at us and
writhes her arms about. This
band obviously have none of the
hang-ups about women’s role in
rock; after all that was last year’s
big thing. Smart boys, they’ve
obviously included her purely for
the visual appeal, as her musical
contribution is only a shade more
than zilch.

One song sticks in the mind.
“‘Cool at the Pool”’, in which the
discobeat is given a rest and an
electronic rhythm leads lnto a
slow, sinuous song ich
expresses exactly the mood of to
‘be bored is to be cool”, which the
band is presumably about.
(Unfortunately the sound mix
prevents most of the words
coming across).

The next number,
unannounced  but  something
about “‘Silent in the Night”, is
quite lively, and a couple of
people begin to dance, But they
seem self-conscious about being
enthusiastic. ~ Generally  the
audience remains motionless and
emotionless, a reflection of
what’s happening on stage. Cool
by the pool indeed. I guess that’s
the penalty you pay for coming
on so cool that you're frozen
stiff. What in the old days we
called ‘laid back’, man.

After a very short set Duran
Duran reach a song which
inevitably contains a verse or so
ch, and they end with
* to the audience and

Bob Dylan than a useful
descripion of any sger.
i undoubted

similarities belweell Dylan and
Forbert. They've both got that
drawling, pained expression to
their voices. They both make
statements of, in their eyes,
undeniable truth.
comparisons,  though,
shouldn’t be carried too far.
Steve Forbert is an artist in his

which draws on the original soul
roots rather than he
contemporary concept of _the
genre. Visually somewhat of an
oddball band this tends to make
them more lnlemﬂng oveall,

certainly  with perves
fascination.
It was their white reggae

numbers that came through most
effectively, notably ““Breakout”
and “Straight Time”, with Pat

own right. An
interesting one at that. Moreover,
he has a strength of support in

this country which many more
‘famous’ personalities might
envy

At Birmingham University, the
audience seemed to know every
song from his two albums.
*Going Down to Laurel’, a widely
played single which heralded his
appearance in Britain last time
around, was by no means |he best

track.

His wide appeal is something
which, personally, I found rather
mystifying. 0.K., 5o his songs are
pleasant, 0.K. so he seems like
nlce enough guy. But that' sllmlll

"It all seems & bit shallow.
blind the audience
risma, he uses the
much more effective means of a
battery of floodlights placed at
the back of the stage.

There was a large and
appreciative audience, who, no
doubt, will probably disagree
with me when I say that Steve
Forbert does not belong in large
halls.

1f he’d been in a small folk-
o with just a guitar to back

his_youthful looks,
occite; mnd dacertty Yeolld
have communicated themselves
much more

As it was, he got swallowed up
in the heady business of the
concert.

gon
Momaalihly thd s sl
the records slips up

L etcsy
etc., are aware of only one thing:
themselves, and the effect they
think they're creating on those
around them. I say “think”
because their fellow club-goers
are in turn only aware of
themselves and the effect they
think they’re creating.

So everyone’s happy in a little
dream world as they move like
iron filings in a magnetic field.
being — what?
place, the event, the
happening, the wearing of the
clothes, the .atmosphere which
leads to, and in turn is reinforced
by, the wearing of the clothes, the
make-up, the ties and the dyes.

In the men’s loo a sroup ot
young men r:llzd(m ir m:
the stacared mircdr, whils urm
s nmm seeps
round their feet.

In the club, purple spotlights
rove endlessly on a never satisfied
search for notMm7

ear midnigl what's
laughingly —— "uu" group

is crammed onto stage.
DURAN DURAN they call
themselves, and, with one

xcepton, areabout s vely asa
bunch of stuffed parr

The. = guitarss - with +'the
taxidermist _ expression s
obviously hating every minute of
it. The keyboard player has the
most filthy, disgusting, distorted
sound I've ever heard. The
drummer s wisely - wearing
industrial ear-muffs
perhaps they're headphanes.

‘When not tuneless, the singer is
out of tune, and presumably he
intends it to be like that

The music is an easy marriage

and lets us hear Blondie and both
sides of UB40. But a robot
mechanic quickly sorts things out
and “‘Space Odyssey’’ puts us
back in the right orbit.

Someone  murmurs  that
another group will be on shortly,
but half an hour passes and
there’s no sign of "em. I reason
that any band that can't be
bothered to come on until after
one o’clock in the morning, can’t
have anything that urgent or
important to say. So I in turn
make my ““Bonsoirs”’, and mi
to leave.

The 1980's Teddy Boy is
rubbing padded shoulders with
the Ferry look-alike; the woman
made up like a clown stands
‘happily by the clown made up like
a woman. There's no visible
bitchiness, none of the *‘My God,

thought those trousers went out
days ago”, I'd originally feared.

Live-and-let-pose is the order
of the day; aren’t we all Beautiful
People, doing our thing, laid
back, not bothering anybody,
man.

It’s really very cosy, very
familiar, down the Rum. Know
what I mean? Peace and Love.

BO BRUMMEL.

Steve Forbert,
University, 14th ercll

Steve Forbert Is the latest in a
long line of singer-songwriters
who have been dubbed as ‘the
new Bob Dylan’. That is

probably more a comment on
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22 THE PINKIES
29 SWINGING CATS

Admission £1 Sounds every Tuesday by
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Steve Coxon

holdi
ows & relentless. but sllnple
reggae rhythm, punctuated with
rimshot crashes and a careful use
of cymbals. Add to this the
colouring of the synth and the
effective use of bass and guitar
and you've got a-band worth
attention.

T missed most of the Gangsters
set because 1 was under the
impression that this was the same
lot that had depressed me earlier
but eventually I emerged to fin
that a Mob Massacre had
obviously nken place and a
whale new was in action.

This lot were  thousandfold
better and tore through a great
soulshaking version of “‘Woolly
Bully” that ripped the house
down. Must catch a full set if
they're this good after only 8
e

f the night were the
inimiable Quads but their set
suffered somewhat through
sound problems and a touch of
concrete brained _enthusiasm
from certain closely cropped
members of the audience. I still
rate them as one of the best bands
in the City and their forceful
attack on a set of firm favourites
did little to aiter opinions.

“Maybe, Maybe Not”’, a new
number  showed  musical
progression within the band, and
1 look forward to hearing more

SOLID 'N' CHUNKY
GENTLEMAN JIM.
MERCAT CROSS—Mondays

Amidst the olde worlde décor

of the Mercat Cross, Gentleman

im came across with a mixture of
self-penned numbers and '60’s
classics that reflected their
interest in that era.

Gemlcmzm Jim are four in

Malcolm  Thomas
(Kuhar)‘ Paul Hath (bass), Al
Eling (drums) and Phil Bevan
(vocals). They've got a punchy,
effective attack. Chunky is
probably as apt a word as any.
The amount of sound generated
belies the numbers in the band
and, since Paul and Malcolm, get
in with backup vocals, this adds
to the fullness.

They started off purposefully
with ‘No Holds Barred’. Went
into ‘Dirty Stop At Home’,
‘Don’t Look Back® (which
featured some nice, determined
work on drums). A homage to me
60’s with Them’s ‘Baby Please
Don’t Go’ and ‘Money’ (Azam
very nicely donme with some
outsumdmg bass work). Their
first set finished with their forth-
coming smgle ‘Secrete’ which has
been recorded at Coventry's
Horizon studit

On to the second set. Again,
nice drumming on ‘Messed Up
For Me'. Two musician friends
who'd said this band were ‘tight
but samey’ (or words to that
effect) got converted by a
powerhouse version of ‘19th
Nervous Breakdown’ then on to
“The Poser’” — nice wailing guitar
work for ‘I'm So Good’ and a
version of ‘Hippy, Hippy Shake’
was attacked with verve. They
offered updated, well-arranged R
'n’ B with ‘Sq own’ and
finished with another 60’s
favourite, ‘Twist and Shout’.

They've been together for

1
around two years now, an‘' they
know what they’re doing. ! you
go for music that’s tight, ciunky
and meaty, yoll could well o for
Gentleman

Jule ¥ lana

QUARTZ/DIAMOND HEAD
Civic Hall
¥ 5th March

Diamond Head have been cited
as one of the better bands in the
new wave of heavy metal The
last time I ‘saw the, at

Birmingham's ~ Romeo and
Julies, 1 was not wer-
impressed.

At Digbeth, I don't kic  why
they bothered playing at !
Adnmittedly, they didn’t - =t off

t0 a good start. The lead :inger
was late coming back from
Wembley and the whole ‘hing'
was nearly cancelled!

The audience, consisting
mainly of kids in their early and
mid teens, had already waited
long enough for the band to start.
Standing around and sayin : sorry
wasn'tquite enough to vacify
what by now was a semi-/ ostile

crowd.

The band already have a -trong
following, this was evident from
the rows of shaking heads near
the front of the stage. Bui, the
converted are never very
discerning. Although competent
musically, there is nothing
particularly original about what
they play.

‘They get the audience moving
more through their own
on stage and a thudding, 2l a0st
tuneless, barrag: of heavy scund,

h y_outstanding

CONTINUED OVER PAGE

HALL

Not exactly overendowed with
crowd, the gig was still one of the
best packages to play the City for
a while.

Lousy sound didn’t exactly
help out the threepiece Thrilers
but fortunately their music did
manage to pierce through the
general cavernous _echo. An
interesting outfit ~ combining
white reggae with a more Mod
influenced touch of New Wave

[ Hollywood
Sound Hire

0217452194
PA SYSTEMS TO
6K

or 16 CHANNEL
XERS
F/BACK TO 2K
ONE NIGHTERS
TOURS
ROAD CREW
MERCEDES 407D
TRUCK
For all PA
requirements,
hire, sales, flight
cases
RING JOHN

illustrated their lbillly as ins-
trumentalists while every song
was @ tribute 0 their writing and
performing abilities.

1 recently reneged on their
agreement for a deal, which could
well be taken as a good indication
of their current lack of awareness
and_foresight. 1 mean fancy
turning down Quads gift to
music.

Mike Davies

BLUES/R & BBAND

or musicians willing
toform band
required now by
Recording Company.

Phone: (021) 455 9494
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talent.

Visually, Diamond Head are
xciting, they manage to give the
impression_that they’re having
he time of their lives up there
beneath the lights. And that im-
pression spreads easily among the
audience. But, without the music
to back it up, it’s hard to see
where they can progress.

Perhaps I didn’t see them on a
good night. Perhaps their lack of
sxperience accounts for a lot of
the disappointment. Perhaps
they're just not as good as some
ocople think.

1 tend to think that the Jast
explanation is the right one.

To be fair, I'd like to see them
again in a couple of months time,
when they might have gained
more experience and
professionalism. But; on their
showing at Digbeth, I don’t think
"Il bother before then.

Main band on this all-
Midlands heavy metal bill was
Quartz. Their performance
Couldn't be faulted. In a word
they were brilliant.

Their recently released live
album was recorded at Digbeth.
The album itself is a pleasing

erience. To sce the band live is

Diamond Head were
5 might have
how it should be done.
Steve Coxon

The Photos. Birmingham
Polytechnic. February 29th

The Photos, you may have
heard, are a bunch of Blondie
clones playing material with a
heavy tinge of all that is highly
popular at the moment — includ-
ing the Tourists, the Police, and
others.

True, this Evesham band do
bear striking resemblances (o all
of those perhaps
Blondie more than any other. But
then, those groups all bear
striking resemblances to_cach
other. So, it’s no real criticism to
‘make of a new group starting off
in the same style.

GENO LIVES!
RECOLLECTIONS OF A
NIGHT WITH DEXY’S

HOLY CTTY 700

1t was off to Holy City
Zoo, Brum’s latest (and
flashest?) nitery to catch
Dexy’s Midnight Runners
in action for their end of

THE

Midnight Run

France for a couple of
weeks’ rest.

‘Altheugh Dexy’s ad-
mire Geno Wasl ton,
Otis Redding, Zoot Money
and the 60’s soul bands,
JB — sax playe
spokesman said “‘we’re a
band that does original
’s ~our

thing. e rework
material it’s cos we

material and that

respect

the artists and love the

songs. We just want to

play ”IEI’II for that
s/

reason.

. In truth, their material
is a mixture of old and
new. mong the old
numbers reworked were
“Soulfinger”’ (their get-
you-on-your-feet opener).
a fast and ballsy version of
“Respect’”’ and Sam and
Dave’s ‘‘Hold on I’'m com-
ing”’. There was some fine
trombone work from Jim-
mie Patterson. There was
their own ‘“Would you be
llllrt.afnin"’.’ and “‘You’ll
feel it foo’’ which featured
some food falsetto vocalis-
ing.

renlmruig
down the walls of heart-
ache’” but they’d got it
right for the next number,

‘Don’t let it show”
showed them in a (Luieler
vein with almost hymn-
like keyboards and slow,
soulful vocals that really
worked. Of course, they
did  their single
“Geno” (an LP in the
pipeline for EMI depends
on how this does to a large
extent). The audience were
chanting ‘“‘Ge-no, Ge-no,
Ge-no’’ and one guy even
clambered onto his mate’s
shoulders (no, not through
lack of space — though it

was pretty cramped in
there: getting an eight|

i feet the au-
dicnce got their's movin;
though when I asked J!
abou i

nohod; dances. Often they
don’t “cos they’re so in-
volved”.

They certainly weren’t a
blasé audience though the
band reckon they seldom
5“ those anyway.

resumably, we weren’t as
bad as a lot of Midlands
audiences that JB said
‘‘are more rooted in past
ideas and are difficult to
get through to”".

e em — and
would have liked more —
the brass section was
‘?amc.ulnrly good. That’s

immie Patterson (trom-
bone, dark glasses and a
mean pair of nifty feet that
he uses to good effect on
fast numbers) Steve
%‘nnner and JB on saxes.
ough ‘““‘at first, people
were unused to a brass sec-
tion as opposed to a wail-
ing lead guitar” (JB). For
the record, the rest of the

rums)
vocals and guitar).O

W remains a personal

favourite
with its  disturbing sexual
overtones and essence of wasted
youth — “they said Johnny
Rotten could change the world,
Anarchy UK it just didn't
work.”
Les Salcombe is a driving
drummer and holds down the
attack most_forcefully against
which both John Kavanagh and
Steve Hall add their guitar
embellishments and Jeff Collins
etches the bass rhythms - and
there’s more than a few twists
and turns to their melodies, most
notably in the flurry of false
endings to their extended version
of the single ““2001% Approx”
which riffed out on a **Panic In
Detroit”” wave in manic fashion.
Other  highspots  were
“Morning _Papers” ~ and a
magnificently strident chunk of
paranoia titled “‘People In My
Room” which is a glaringly
obvious choice for the next
single.,

In visual terms more work is
obviously necessary to give them
stage confidence to match their
abilities and as the word spreads
those important gigs should start
to multiply.

Unfortunately the  written
word doesn’t do them the justice
they deserve, frankly a cassette
of this gig should be given away
free with every copy of the paper
as a public service.

Mike Davies

‘What really counts, is whether
or not they can connect with their
audience.

The Photos certainly can.

They're not as insubstantial
and poppy as their image
suggests. Sure, the songs all fit
into a certain formula. Sure,
vocalist Wendy Wu looks and
acts like an auburn version of
Debby Harry. But, their music
has a little more depth and
* subtlety to it than you’d expect.

Far from being the sugary-
sweet idols I dreaded, they were
fast, they were furious, they were
exciting, they were extremely
danceable.

They laid straight into the
audience with their version of the
classic ‘Do You Wanna Dance’

and didn’t have to look back
once.

Highlights of the set included
their single ‘I'm So Attractive’,

and a number called
“Barbarellas’, dedicated to the
sadly missed  Birmingham

nightclub. A Police-type sound
this one made interesting and
intriguing by Wendy Wu’s weird
and wonderful vocals.
Police-type, sound this one made
interesting and intriguing by
Wendy Wu's weird and won-
derful vocals.

There's a wealth of talent in the
Midlands, and it isn’t all centred
on the major towns and cities.
The Photos are proving that with
style.

Steve Coxon
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The Sound of Smethwick, as
represented by  Dansctte

amage, as  matur
considerably since 1 saw_their
first gig at the Californian a
couple of years back when they
valiantly attempted to reconcile
theory and practice into some
sort of performance.

These days this six piece are a
dynamic and professional unit
with a clutch of good songs and
the style to match their ideas.
This was their first gig for quite a
while and certainly to the largest
crowd they'd played and from
the opening waves of ““Modern
Love” it was obvious that the
stops were out. .

and as a tribute to their talent
they more than earned the encore
that time sadly didn’t allow.’
Musically Dansette Damage
cross several frontiers with slabs
of synthesised modern rock,
hard heavy riffing and spasms of
reggae but the unifying factor is
a ver distinctive overall identity
of sound largely provided by
Colin  Hall's _laconic _and
vocals and Eddie

Blower's dextrous teasing of the

keyboards, most notably the
novatron.

““Assassination’’ and “‘Street-
fight”” are both intelligently
constructed epics, allowing the
band to demonstrate their
musical abilities and

convolutions without _resorting
to tedious ego pyrotechnics and
Colin’s lyrics add an_incisively
intelligent cutting edge. “‘All
Little Girls Taste The Same”

ON
CELLULOID

SURFACE FILM
BLACK HOLE

Black Hole is of course Walt
Disney’s much vaunted venture
into sci-fi epics and has already
received a deal of admiration in
the national press. To which I can
only presume they saw a different
version.

The ‘main problem with the
film is that it appears to have
been made by two directors, the
first dealing with the bulk of the
picture and the second brought in
to handle the conclusion.

Throughout the film the script
‘makes Mickey Mouse sound like

idential candidate at a

THE CIRCLES il

Wolverhampton band The Circles have been

attracting plenty of critical accl:

lately, with thei

single on Dudley label Graduate Records ‘“‘Opening
Up/Billy” picking up good reviews and enticing interest
from Chrysalis to whom the band have now apparently

signed.

Before the single was released Brum Beat was lucky
enough to catch an excellent gig of theirs — at Aston
University supporting Tom Robinson’s Sector 27. We
were so looking forward to their return to Aston on
March 14 when they were due to support Holly & The
Italians. But it was not to be. Apparently the American
band’s sound man refused to alter the levels on the mixer
(which he had set during the Holly & The Italians
soundcheck) to accommodate the Circles and enable

them to do their set.

Hardly surprisingly The Circles took exception to this
and departed forthwith — no gig, no fee, no nothing! All
we can say is that we hope they get another chance to

come back to Aston.

WHAT'S THE FIRST NAME
YOU THINK OF IN ENTERTAINMENT?

Andersong Artist
Management

_SEDGLEY 3356

Agency

TEL: SEDGLEY 2211
OR

a
major primary but that aside the
‘majority of the picture seems to
be approaching the plot on a sort
of semi-humorous tinged Wwith
tension approach, a Captain
Nemo remake inOuter Space.

Basically, it boils down to the
fact that a spaceship assigned to
discover life in the Universe
stumbles across a black hole —
which we are constantly
reminded is the biggest enigma of
the whole field of human
knowledge — on the perimeter of
which hangs an _apparently
deserted spaceship which it trans-
pires is run by a‘mad genius —
recognise the character — with a
robot and humanoid crew.

The mad professor decides to

induct the visiting crew into a
casual  jaunt through  the
maelstrom of the black hole to
discover what lies beyond. Not
unnaturally said crew are less
than overwhelmed at the prospect
of journeying through a space
threshing  machine  with  a
deranged genius and attempt to
escape.
This sparse scenario tends to
manifest itself as a basic
adventure sidetracking slightly
into a Disneyesque send-up of the
‘Western Gunfighter cliche this
time featuring a rather endearing
robot called Vincent who is
obviously designed as a serious
challenger to R2D2 and C3PO in
the cutie stakes. So far and it’s
remarkably  facile  and
inconsequential but then as the
disintegrating _space _leviathon
hurtles into the unknown the
whole picture takes on a sudden
and allegorical meaning with
Dante’s Inferno  springing
unbidden to mind.

trailer to ‘““Beyond The Black
Hole”, presumably in another S
years.

The movie has an A certificate,
probably to prevent anyone with
simplistic ideas about Disney
having their ideals assaulted,
which isn’t to denigrate the film
but itis facile and so hesitant and
cliched as to make Star Wars
seem like a work of art.0

Norman Barry



Apologies to you sweaty young
things in Sta Prest and Pork Pie
hats (or Woolworth’s punk
bondage outfits for those in the
second division), but when it
comes to energy, the old masters
still have the final say.

And in this normally quiet
outfield of the bizness, both old
‘masters and energy wil be around
in abundance in the coming
months, with appearances from a

of septegenarians, and a
fistful of the founding fathers of
the British jazz scene — ancient
and m¢ 3

We kick off with that fiddling
Frenchman, Stephane Grappelli,

vho at 72 is swinging harder and
faster than ‘marginals.
Grappelli is probably the greatest
Violinist alive today and veteran
of the legendary Quintet du Hot
Club de France (which featured
Django RMeinhardt). His trio
features bassist Lennis Bush and
two  bright young British
guitarists, Martyn Taylor, and
John Etheridge, a one time
member of Soft Machine(!) who
has recently put together a Jazz-

k band ““2nd Vision™ with
violinist Ric Sanders, more of
which later. Gmppelll and friends
are at Malvers eatre
on April 2

Tony Coe plays at Leicester
Jazz Society (Braunstone Hotel,
Narborough Road) on April 22nd
as part of a very tasty April
package. Tuesday it features the
Pete Allen Jazzband, the 8th
features a visit from that master
of the slippery keyboard, Stan
Tracey with his quriet I-mnng

e original Art
Themen. The lsm bnng; ‘mafiosi
from the Bull’s Head at Barnes,
witl The Tony Lee Trio plus
Willie Garnett and Kenny Baker.
And on 29th, the Society have
scooped American Trumpeter
Art Farmer, a tender expressive
player, especially on Flugelhorn.

Stan Tracey crops up later in
the month in more intimate
company, for a rare solo gig in
Birmingham _on Apn.l zsm
Tracey's  solo
normally occupied e e e
of the jazz spectrum, problng the
deep dark blue recesss of

0. His recent solo :Jbum —
“iello old Adversay” on Steam

— reveals a simpler approach

though incorporating, whimsical

tunes. Whimsy or passion, you
the

can catch Tracey at
Birmingham and _ Midland
Institute, Margaret St. (April
25th), where he is supported by
guitarist John Adams, a fine
young player with a fat funky
sound and a great sense of form
that combines Blues and Free-
form ideas rather like Mclaughiin
did before he cranked up the
tempo and went Eastern.

A little earlier that week and a
few miles down the road,
Birmingham Jazz Soc. present
former Tracey associate, Mike
Osborne and_quartet. Osborne
arrived with Mike Westbrook's
outfit in the late sixties and has
since established himself as a
major force with a sty that
mixes Jackic McLean and
Ornette Coleman. For al the iré
there’s a melodic side to
Osborne’s playing too with
leaping sinewy melodies. You can

DON RENDELL

catch the quartet, which features
Dave Holdsworth on Trumpet
and Bassist Ernest Mothle, at the
Strathallan Hotel, Hagley Road,
on Sunday April 20th,
eanwhile (o the same venue,
and i slightly different stye
come Colver, without
vhom Brish Tradiion Jass
would  probably be in-
conceivable. Thirty years on and
the guvnor and band are still
blowing strong and you can catch
the continuing crusade at the
Strathallan on April 6th.
Another founding father of
British  J; crops up
Coventry. Don Rendell was a
mearber of the seminal Johnny
Dankworth Seven and Ted Heath
Orchestra back in the fifties. An
adventurous playe in those days,
tyle has hardly stood still,
been

young turks, he remains a dnvmg
player, especially exciting on e
fast blucs. His more recent

Studio Licks

by John Haynes

have also been travelling
academies of young talent, the
latest of which (a quintet) can be
heard at the Bull’s Head, Binley
Road, Coventry on April 24th
thanks to the Coventry Jazz
Society.

One Septegenarian down and
one to go, and Tenor Saxist
Benny Waters is back in the
region for a number of dates.
Benny’s 72 years have taken him
through the bands of King Oliver,
Fletcher Henderson, Hot Lips
Page and Jimmy Lunceford. A
sort of walking history book of
early big band jazz, Waters
swings with a sizeable vibrato and
a nice line in florid shirts. He

Bridgeford on 10th April with the
Mercia Jazzband, for Bridge St.
Arts Centre, Neweastie-under.
Lyme on 12th with the Roy Fisher
Trio and for Crown Jazz Club,
Crown Inn, Codsall Nr. Wol-
verhampton on 19th.

Trumpeter Digby Fairweather,
recently voted the BBC Jazzman
of the year, (with their policy
towards jazz they've got a nerve),
is another to appear at both
Bridge St. and the Crown. He'sat
the latter on April Sth with the
Crown Swing Band and at the
former on 26th as part of ““Jazz
College’ with Danny Moss and
the Stann Barker Trio completing
the class. Other dates at these two
venues, The Zenith Hot Stompers
are at the Crown on 12th and the
Crown Swing Band have their
own date on 26th, while the

‘ommy Burton 4 feature at
Bridge St. on 11th April.

Down the road, the Worcester
Jazz Society has a adventurous
evening lined up, featuring Ken
Hyder's Talisker, The band, now
down t0 a three piece after carlier
larger formats, mesh Scottish
folk music with contemporary
post-Coltrane idioms.  Actually
this strange sounding mix works
remarkably well, with the loose
skirl of highland music neatly
measuring up o the primacy.
blues of 60s Afro-American Jazz.
John Rangecroft is a range
expressive player, and if the

threads of Talisker’s music will
be offset by the more

cnnvmuonal style of local pianist
Brian ite and trio who appear 8 track
o siport. Al that happens on recording
Sth April at Worcester Arts
Workshop, Sansome St.,andyou | | — £10 per hour
can see *“Windows” at the same
venue on April 19th. glmml Include:—
o,

Finally, ~equally primaeval
things happen rather a long way

up river in Nottingham a the bour
Blues come home to roost with B et 0!
the  Alesis  Korner/Colin Surpries, Clerks,
lodgkinson Duo appearing for Reno, Wide Boys,
e TS ot e Biack Boy Market 3?'-1'3:7 2 m"
g: Notingham on April 30th, ~ hand
emondma four concert
scription series that starts on BmeRt o
April 16th with alto saxist Pete FORGET THE RESTI
King, best known for his playing N:"f, T0 THE
with the Be-Bop Preservation
Society, backed by the cbullient Lo

sounds of the Nottingham Jazz
Orehestra. Completing the series
in May and June are The Peter
Jacobsen Quartet and Ian Carr's

Nucleus and discounts are
offered fo people buying tickets
for the whole series.

—JAMES.-

AMPLIFICATION
EQUIPMENT WHICH SQLVES THE

PROBLEMS OF THE PROFESSIONAL
EQUIPMENT YOU CAN RELY ON

EANGILINSPAN

THE QUALITY SOUND HIRE

systems

CUSTOM BUILT P.A.
EQUIPMENT - BUILT TO YOUR
SPECIFICATION

sound

& MIXING

GROUP DISCO P.A
EQUIPMENT REPAIRERS
FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE
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Hottest SKA Record Around
Available Now

b 021 622 5439.

Recording Studio activity in the Midlands has been pretty intense
since the outbreak of a new decade. Hitting the 80’s with a vengeance is
Coventry’s Horizor Studio. After completing the Selecter album “Too
Much Pressure”, they cut a new single with the Reluctant Sterotypes
for release on WEA and then took a break to install a Trident series
80-32 into 24 mixing desk. But you'll have to wait a while to get your
sweaty hands on it because the Specials are “‘locked into”” Horizon with
their soundman Dave Jordan until sometime in May — should be a
good album!

Outlaw Studios played host to Ossie Osbourne’s new band with Ex
Rainbow Bassman . . . watsisname . . . and Californian guitarist
Randy Rhodes — sounds like he has fun — who were working on some
material for Jet Records, and Quartz are booked into Outlaw to follow
up their single ““Nantucket Sleighride”.

John Taylor of Grosvenor Studios has been taking a long and serious
look at Digital Multitrack Recording asa viable alternative to 24 and 32
track machinery currently available — a great day for Midland music
makers if he decides to “rob a bank”” and go Digital

Activity at Zella — where, some say, East mects West — has
included albums for Stourbridge band Precious Metal, that Wolves
supporter Harvey Andrews (easy now you Carrott fans!) an album
Plastic Money featuring Andy Hall and Roger Brown. A single for
Quill (one to watch) plus Oscar’s band Sussed with ““I've Got Mc
Parka” due for release on Graduate Records, and from Daventry to
Zella came 6 piece outfit ““The Leftovers” — with a name like that they
must surely get a deal.

And finally this month, just to prove that the Midlands has pulling
power in the music world, Midland Sound Recordings out at Balsall
Common have done Disc Mastering work for Emblem and Pan Audio
Records from Scotland, Fellside Records from the Lakes not to
mention local label regulars like Tank, Cottage and Highway Records.
MSR have also had a hand in the Coventry revolution created by Two-
Tone, the aformentioned single by the Reluctant Stereotypes being hot
off the cutter at the time of writing.

WOOLLY BULLY
clw
WE ARE THE GANGSTERS
THE GANGSTERS
(BB26)

Available 25 April
EW QUADS SINGLE
DOUBLE A-SIDE
in direct response to requests from their fans

ASTRONAUTS JOURNEY/UFO (BB27)
Order NOW from your retailer

)

Big Bear Records 021 454 7020
Distributed by Pinnacle. DEALERS Call Hotline 0689 73146
24

POWERPHRASE
Professional PA. Systems
= Hire Service.
o JBL. ATC.

electronic services
& HI-FI

«KLARK-TEKNIK »
ounderaft
Turner R.S.D.

TKw - 6Kw
Telephone 029-93-4585

~ barrel -
organ

EVERY NIGHT

LIVE BANDS

&
pizea

Doors open from 7.30 pm
Live music 7 nights a week!

—] _HIGH ST. DIGBETH H
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m Who recorded these recent Midland Top Thirty climbers’
“Nantucket Sleighride” — rtz
“There's Never Been A Night” — Quads
"Woo/ly Bully” — The Gansters

S

'E What have all these local bands in common?
Money, Shady Characters, Quill, Precious Metal, Overdrive,
[B] Rise N Shine, Cerebrus, Traitors, Mosiah,

EE@EEE

0] Whm is the most celebrated drinks machine in Birmingham
and A,

ANSWERS : PAGE 16
EEEEEIEIEIEIEEEIEEJEEIEIEIE
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‘' ® Please let US

know
what YOU know.

MONIKEY ON A BICYELE

‘A drummer’s eye view of the STAR of the show — this
time the band in question is THE DEFENDANTS.

Jameson Raid rertce afr 3 briel
he Raid. They

At the time of writing there’s a
veritable dearth of Dig RAME gigs  with an cver open mouth. Bus whaiver B
hitting for April, e ol oy
but at least most of what you get i o gt sy
Is quality stuff. Unfortunately  “Gioh 5oy Sram 9 vur back o
what you won't be getting is Rose n the at Top Rank

Royce  which has cancelled ~ Il b incesing 10 e what o
because of the departure of the

carer has been only disinguished by 3

lack of real talent. Cancellation

wouldn't bea s
hich

85 the wind- hup (028t and the
much awaited retorn o

oo g
ahead.

Next bigi it 15th when Def Leppard,
Magnum and Jameson Raid invade the
D Lapwind e oo slenyore  “Q

headbar

younger ingers tion
emariably fitle 1o offr in the way b
durable. look

of Lucy Jordan"". powerful
cmotoml voke_which s _vasied_on
Dresenable and have the clihs down (o3 undemanding MOR cay ening
fine an. Magmum however il robably i it dosspayth ren. c.m. hen live and
Off them in their home town see the real thing in act
withther grandiose pomp Ace Ligger

Direct From Wembley’s Co ry/Rock Festival
A Night of Rock ‘\ostalgla

WEDNESDAY  16TH APRIL

with

Roymond
Froggoit

And His Band

Membership Not Required

TheOppnsliE\(\ /8

Gas Stre

GIGSe

1 (Tuesday)

THE Z00 Au Pairs
MERCAT CROSS Ramparts
BARREL ORGAN The
Leftovers

RAILWAY Speed Limit
OPPOSITE LOCK Ski
MAXWELL'S PLUM Kaya
NOTTINGHAM BOAT
CLUB Saxon

2 (Wednesday)

MERCAT CROSS MNS
RAILWAY Ezra Pound
BOGARTS Deadringer plus
Last Chickens

DRAKE'S DRUM Key West
ELBOW ROOM Elbow All Stars
BARREL ORGAN Tarot
FOUR OAKS CROWN Quill
COVENTRY ZODIAC
Criminal Class

HEREFORD ROTTERS
CLUB Lasers
LEAMINGTON CROWN
Sleepy & The SD's plus
Flight 401

SOLIHULL CIVIC HALL
George Melly
STRATFORD GREEN
DRAGON Star Jazz

3 (Thursday)

BARREL ORGAN Little Willy
MERCAT CROSS Sky Diver
RAILWAY Titan

GOLDEN EAGLE Airphix
plus The Sound

HOLTE Quill

FOUR OAKS CROWN
Back’O'Town All Stars
COVENTRY CLIMAX Squad
COVENTRY THEATRE

Sad Cafe

LEAMINGTON CROWN
Silmarrillion

STRATFORD GREEN
DRAGON Dave Morgan

4 (Friday)

HOLTE Atlantis

ODEON Genesis (Sold Out)
BARREL ORGAN Out
MERCAT CROSS No Faith
RAILWAY Teuser

GOLDEN EAGLE The Touch
plus Modern Boys

BURTON ON TRENT 76 CLUB
Split Image

COVENTRY GENERAL
WOLFE Fire Brand
NEWPORT THE VILLAGE
Deadringer

TELFORD IRONMASTER
Lasers

WOLVERHAMPTON
LAFAYETTE Kraken

5 (Saturday)

BOGART'S (lunchtime)
Ransome

BARREL ORGAN Andy
Lloyd's Wedge & Ricky
Cool's Rialto Horns

ODEON Genesis (Sold Out)
MERCAT CROSS Handsome
Beasts

RAILWAY The Dealers

OLD CROWN Eagle Jazz Band
SMETHWICK 2 BREWERS
The Sussed

BRISTOL GRANARY Quartz

COVENTRY GENERAL
WOLFE Eleven Fifty-Nine
DUDLEY JB’s Mark Andrews
& The Gents
NOTTINGHAM BOAT
CLUB Sledgehammer
NOTTINGHAM GREY
TOPPER ‘B’ Movies
STRATFORD GREEN
DRAGON Shylock
TENBURY WELLS TITHE
BARN Lasers

6 (Sunday)

STAR CLUB Vision Collision
MAXWELL'S PLUM

Geoff Sewell

BARREL ORGAN Stray Dogs
MERCAT CROSS Rock Disco
RAILWAY Out

GLADIATOR Dijon
COVENTRY THEATRE
Blood, Sweat & Tears plus War
COVENTRY GENERAL
WOLFE Sinner
NOTTINGHAM GREY
TOPPER Flash Cats
STRATFORD ETTINGTON
PARK 2wenty Sive plus The
Handsome Beasts

WEST BROMWICH COACH &
HORSES The Dealers
WOLVERHAMPTON
LAFAYETTE 9 Below Zero

7 (Monday)

ROMEO'S & JULIET'S

Scorched Earth

RAILWAY Ramparts

MERCAT CROSS

Gentleman Jim

BARREL ORGAN Dansette
amage

DRAKE'S DRUM lce

STAR M21

GOLDEN EAGLE Valley Forge

COVENTRY SWANSWELL

TAVERN Nize

LEAMINGTON CROWN

Musical Workshop

STRATFORD GREEN

DRAGON Musicians Night

8 (Tuesday|

THE ZOO Weapon Of Peace
RAILWAY Speed Limit
OPPOSITE LOCK Ski

MAXWELLS PLUM Kay
MALVERN NAG'S HEAD
The Denizens

9 (Wednesday)

BARREL ORGAN Reality
ARTS LAB Buddy Holly
Story (Film)

BOGART'S Supercharge
MERCAT CROSS MNS
RAILWAY Ezra Pound
ELBOW ROOM Elbow All Stars
FOUR OAKS CROWN Quill
COVENTRY ZODIAC
Photographs
LEAMINGTON CROWN
Rich Bitch plus Flight 401
NUNEATON 77 CLUB The
Skatalites

STRATFORD GREEN
DRAGON Benny Waters

10 (Thursday)
BARREL ORGAN Leo
HOLTE Quill

FIGHTING COCKS
Collision
RAILWAY Titan
MERCAT CROSS Sky Dive
FOUR OAKS CROWN
Back'O'Town All Stars
TOP RANK Sham 69
TOWN HALL Stephane
Grappelli

COVENTRY CLIMAX Squad
DERBY BLUE NOTE Q Tips
STRATFORD GREEN
DRAGON Musicians Night
NOTTINGHAM GREY
TOPPER Ripper

11 (Friday)

GOLDEN EAGLE Beggar plus
The News

ARTS LAB Buddy Holly
Story (Film)

BARREL ORGAN Photographs
MERCAT CROSS No Faith
RAILWAY Teuser

HOLTE Atlantis

ANGLERS CLUB Sapphire
COVENTRY GENERAL
WOLFE Nostock

BURTON 76 CLUB

Little Roosters

DUDLEY J8's Protex
MALVERN NAG 'S HEAD
Rapiers Ban

NEWPORT THE VILLAGE

9 Below Zero

STRATFORD GREEN
DRAGON The Thrillers
WOLVERHAMPTON
LAFAYETTE Supercharge
WORCESTER BANK HOUSE
George Melly

12 (Saturday)

ARTS LAB Buddy Holly
Story (Film)

BARREL ORGAN Andy
Lioyd’s Wedge

GOLDEN EAGLE Cerebus
MR. SAM'S (lunchtime)
The Sussed

BOGART'S Wicked Sister
RAILWAY The Dealers
MERCAT CROSS Handsome
Beasts

OLD CROWN Eagle Jazz Band
COVENTRY GENERAL
WOLFE Swinging Cats
DUDLEY JB's Bad Manners
NOTTINGHAM BOAT
CLUB Diamond Head
NOTTINGHAM GREY
TOPPER Bleeding Hearts
STRATFORD GREEN
DRAGON The Force

13 (Sunday)

RAILWAY Out

GLADIATOR Ballmark Revival
KINGSHURST LABOUR
CLUB Reflection
MAXWELLS PLUM

Geoff Sewell

COVENTRY GENERAL
WOLFE Scorched Earth
COVENTRY THEATRE
Genesis (Sold Out)
NOTTINGHAM GREY
TOPPER Hot Foot Gale
STRATFORD ETTINGTON
PARK HOTEL Chevy plus
Cheeky

STRATFORD GREEN
DRAGON Big Band Night
WEST BROMWICH COACH &
HORSES Melvin's Marauders

Phane 0”1 643 2573

Mondays
Tuesdays
Wednesdays
Thursdays
Fridays
Saturdays

Sundays Kevil

Admission Free

The K|cks Cex Kidda Band)

PA.HIRE

SOUND SYSTEMS

MIXING
BUSINESS?

WITH
PLEASURE!
2KW - 6KW

with
KW FOLDBACK
24 into 4 Main Desk

Rampart + S ,.r

M.S. N

Skydiver

No Faith + Suicide
Handsome Beasts
n King’s Rock Disco

Doors Open 7.30 pm

Deek
TOURS &
TRUCKING
LONDON &
BIRMINGHAM
Tel:
LICHFIELD
53284

TO ALL BANDS & VENUES

In order to keep the Gig Guide as
comprehensive  as  possible,
compiler (or is it compilist?)
PETER ARRIS needs bands &
venues to send him information
about upcoming dates. For FREE
inclusion in our next issue please
send your listings of May dates to
reach Peter by April 21st latest.

WOLVERHAMPTON
LAFAYETTE The Q Tips

14 (Monday)

SELLY PARK TAVERN
Andy Smith’s 100° Proof
MERCAT CROSS
Gentleman Jim

ROMEO'S & JULIET'S
Diamond Head

RAILWAY Ramparts
DRAKE’S DRUM Ricochet
ASTON UNIVERSITY Circles
COVENTRY SWANSWELL
TAVERN Squad
LEAMINGTON CROWN
HOTEL Musical Workshop
STRATFORD GREEN
DRAGON Musicians Night

15 (Tuesday)

MERCAT CROSS Ramparts
ODEON Def Leppard, Magnum
& Jameson Raid

RAILWAY Speed Limit

THE ZOO Holly & The Italians
MAXWELLS PLUM Kaya
OPPOSITE LOCK Ski
BARREL ORGAN Cromo
CANNOCK STAR &
GARTER Little Willy
NUNEATON 77 Club Chelsea

16 (Wednesday)

BARREL ORGAN Reality
MERCAT CROSS MNS
RAILWAY Ezra Pound
ELBOW ROOM Elbow All Stars
BOGARTS Racing Cars
OPPOSITE LOCK Raymond
Frog;

FOUR OAKS CROWN Quill
COVENTRY ZODIAC

Bron Area

LEAMINGTON CROWN
Prodigal Son

NUNEATON 77 CLUB
Kilometres

STRATFORD GREEN
DRAGON Jack Parnell, Kenny
Baker & Betty Smith

17 (Thursday
FOUR OAKS cnowu
Back’O'Town All Sta

GOLDEN EAGLE Lost World
Troubadours

ODEON Sammy Hagar
MERCAT CROSS Sky Diver
RAILWAY Titan

BARREL ORGAN Little Willy
HOLTE Quill

COVENTRY THEATRE

The Osmonds

covsumv CLIMAX

The Squax

CDVENTRV LANCHESTER
POLY Au Pairs

DERBY BLUE NOTE

9 Below Zero

LEAMINGTON CROWN
HOTEL Leviathan & Third Act
STRATFORD GREEN
DRAGON Rod Felton

18 (Friday)
BARREL ORGAN May Day
MERCAT CROSS No Faith
RAILWAY Teuser

HOLTE Atlantis

COVENTRY GENERAL
WOLFE

Superstud

BURTON 76 CLUB

Mark Andrews & The Gents
DUDLEY JB’s Bad Manners
NEWPORT THE VILLAGE
The Tygers Of Pan Tang
NOTTINGHAM TRENT POLY
Jimmy Lindsay
SHREWSBURY MINSTERLEY
VILLAGE HALL Lasers
STRATFORD GREEN
DRAGON Domestic Bliss

plus The Fragiles
WOLVERHAMPTON
LAFAYETTE Holly & The
Italians

19 (Saturday)

BOGARTS Hard Shoulder
MERCAT CROSS Handsome
Beasts

BARREL ORGAN Andy
Lloyd's Wedge plus Ricky
Cool’s Rialto Horns

ODEON Secret Affair
GOLDEN EAGLE Au Pairs
RAILWAY The Dealers
OLD CROWN Eagle Jazz Band
DIGBETH CIVIC HALL

- Vision Collision



COVENTRY GENERAL
WOLFE Gentleman Jim
NOTTINGHAM BOAT CLUB
Eric Bell Band

NOTTINGHAM GREY
TOPPER Modettes

DUDLEY JB's Holly & The
Italians

STRATFORD GREEN
DRAGON Ideal Husbands plus
The Remove

TALKE SOCIAL CLUB Revival
WEST BROMWICH THROSTLES]
CLUB Peppermint

WEST BROMWICH COACH &
HORSES The News

20 (Sunday)

SELLY PARK TAVERN
(lunchtime) Paul Davis
Outrageous Big Band
RAILWAY Out

TOP RANK Sham 69
MAXWELLS PLUM Geoff Sewell
GLADIATOR Sage
KINGSHURST LABOUR
CLUB Bodi

COVENTRY GENERAL
WOLFE Ice

NOTTINGHAM GREY
TOPPER Rockabilly Rebels
STRATFORD ETTINGTON
PARK Cheeky

WEST BROMWICH COACH &
HORSES Rainmaker
WOLVERHAMPTON
LAFAYETTE Lambrettas

21 (Monday)

MERCAT CROSS

Gentleman Jim

ODEON Detroit Spinners
ROMEO'S & JULIET’S Speed

Limit

DRAKE’S DRUM Cargo
RAILWAY Ramparts
TOWN HALL Alan Price
STAR M21

COVENTRY SWANSWELL
TAVERN Machine
LEAMINGTON CROWN
HOTEL Musical Workshop
NUNEATON 77 CLUB
The Mem|

sTnATFoRD GREEN
DRAGON Musicians Night

22 (Tuesday)

BARREL ORGAN Cromo
MERCAT CROSS Ramparts
THE ZOO Pinkies
RAILWAY Speed Limit
MAXWELLS PLUM Kaya
OPPOSITE LOCK Ski

23 (Wednesday)

BARREL ORGAN Reality
MERCAT CROSS MNS plus
Photographs

BOGARTS Writz

ELBOW ROOM Elbow All Stars
DRAKE'S DRUM Bromford
County

RAILWAY Ezra Pound
FOUR OAKS CROWN Quill
COVENTRY ZODIAC
Silhouette Theatre

LEAMINGTON CROWN
HOTEL Bad Behaviour
STRATFORD GREEN
DRAGON Star Jazz Night

24 (Thursday)

GOLDEN EAGLE Beshara plus
Iganda

HOLTE Quill

BARREL ORGAN Little Willy
MERCAT CROSS Sky Diver
RAILWAY Titan

FOUR OAKS CROWN
Back'O'Town All Stars
COVENTRY CLIMAX The

Squad
LEAMINGTON CROWN
HOTEL Chain Saw plus
Valley Forge
STRATFORD GREEN
DRAGON Musicians Night

25 (Friday)

MERCAT CROSS No Faith
RAILWAY Teuser

GOLDEN EAGLE The Name
plus Save The Sheep

HOLTE Atlantis
BURTON-ON-TRENT 76 CLUB
Brum Beat Tour featuring The
Quads, The Gangsters & The
Thrillers

COVENTRY GENERAL
WOLFE Fire Brand
LOUGHBOROUGH SUTTON
BONINGTON SCHOOL OF
AGRICULTURE John Leonard
& John Squire

MALVERN NAG'S HEAD
Shaders

NEWPORT THE VILLAGE
The Members

STRATFORD GREEN
DRAGON Third Alternative
WALSALL WEST MIDLANDS
COLLEGE Eclipse

26 (Saturday)

ODEON B.A. Robertson
MERCAT CROSS Handsome
Beasts

RAILWAY The Dealers
BOGARTS Warning
DIGBETH CIVIC HALL Crass
plus Poison Girls

OLD CROWN Eagle Jazz Band
COVENTRY GENERAL
WOLFE The End plus

The Generals

DUDLEY J8's 9 Below Zero
LEICESTER POLYTECHNIC
The Blues Band

LEIGE s uvasstv
The Only.

MALVERN NAG'S

HEAD

NOTTINGHAM BOAT

CLUB Girl

NOTTINGHAM CITY
HOSPITAL LEISURE CENTRE
Marmalade

NOTTINGHAM GREY
TOPPER Richard Strange
WEST BROMWICH COACH &
HORSES,Sub-Zero

27 (Su

TP AAK Martha & The
Muffins

RAILWAY Out

GLADIATOR Dijon
MAXWELLS PLUM

Geoff Sewell

LEICESTER DE MONTFORT
HALL Quartz
NOTTINGHAM GREY
TOPPER Johnny Storm with
Memphis

STRATFORD GREEN
DRAGON Stan Rawlins Quintet
STRATFORD ETTINGTON
PARK Cheeky plus Bad
Behaviour

WEST BROMWICH COACH &
HORSES Savage
WOLVERHAMPTON
LAFAYETTE Teenbeats

28 (Monday)

ODEON Dr. Hook

ROMEOQ'S & JULIET'S Quartz
MERCAT CROSS Gentleman

RAILWAY Ramparts
DRAKE’S DRUM Little Willy
ASTON UNIVERSITY Steve
Gibbons Band

COVENTRY SWANSWELL
TAVERN The Opinions
LEAMINGTON CROWN
HOTEL Musical Workshop
NUNEATON 77 CLUB
Angelic Upstarts
STRATFORD GREEN
DRAGON Musicians Night

29 (Tuesday)

BARREL ORGAN Cromo
MERCAT CROSS Ramparts
RAILWAY Speed Limit
OPPOSITE LOCK Ski
MAXWELLS PLUM Kaya
LEICESTEH UNIVERSITY
Fischer

NUNEATON 77 CLUB
Bron Are:

NOTTINGHAM TRENT
POLY New Music

30 (Wednesday)

BOGARTS Bright Eyes plus
Cerebus

RAILWAY Ezra Pound
BARREL ORGAN Reality
MERCAT CROSS MNS
ELBOW ROOM Elbow Al Stars
MIDLANDS ARTS CENTRE
The Buddy Holly Story (Film)
COVENTRY ZODIAC
Silmarrillion

LEAMINGTON CROWN
HOTEL Machine

NUNEATON 77 CLUB

God's Toys

STRATFORD GREEN
DRAGON Art Reheman

Brum Beat would like to make it
clear-that we do not necessarily
subscribe  to the opinions
contained herein and - cannot
therefore be held responsible for
any hurt feelings.

VENUES e

BIRMINGHAM

ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION

SOCIAL CLUB

Thorp Street, Gity Centre

ARTS LAB

Holte Street

ASTON UNIVERSITY

Gosta Green

BARREL ORGAN

Digbeth

BIRMINGHAM UNIVERSITY

Edgbaston Park Road

BOGARTS

New Street, City Centre

COLLEGE OF FOOD &

DOMESTIC ARTS

Summer Row

CROWN HOTEL

Corner of Hill & Station

Streets, City Cente

CROWN INN

Walsall Road, Four Oaks

DRAKE'S DRUM

0ld Oscott Lane, Great Barr

EAGLE & TUN

New Canal Street, Digbeth

ELBOW ROOM

High Street, Aston

FIGHTING COCKS

St. Mary’s Row, Moseley

GLADIATOR

Pound Road, Druts Heath

GOLDEN EA

Hill Street, Clly oo
LTE

Trinity Road, Aston
HOLY CITY ZOO

Water Street, City Centre
KINGSHURST LABOUR CLUB
Clopton Crescent

MAXWELLS PLUM

Five Ways, Edgbaston
MERCAT CROSS

Digbeth

MISTER SAM'S

Needless Alley, City Centre
ODEON .

New Street, City Centre

OLD CROWN

Digbeth

OPPOSITE LOCK

Gas Street

POLYTECHNIC

Bordesley Green, Edgbaston &

Curzon Street
ROMEO'S & JULIET'S
Smallbrook Queensway, City

Centre”

SELLY PARK TAVERN
Pershore Road
STARCLUB

Essex Street, City Centre
TOP RANK

Dale End, City Centre
TOWN HALL

City Centre

TWO BREWERS
Smethwick

TYBURN HOUSE
Tyburn Road, Erdington

15
SUNDAYS THURSDAYS
ouT TITAN
MONDAYS FRIDAYS
RAMPARTS TEUSER
TUESDAYS SATURDAYS
SPEED LIMIT MEAN
WEDNESDAYS STREET
EZRA POUND  DEALERS

THE
RAILWAY

CURZON STREET

-~y

NO NEED TO GO
TO LONDON

When i can cut your Masters here in
the Midlands. If you have your own
label, doing your own single or
album, | can help. | can arrange
pressing, label and sleeve design
too. Super stereo masters or
acetates cut on my Neumann Lathe -
here in the Midlands...

Ring me anytime on

Aldridge 56546

Phil Dawson, Ginger

Recordings, Portland

Road, Aldridge.

INGS

Seas Jewellery . .

e

136 ALCESTER RD, MOSELEY

Exotic goods from Worldwide Traders . .
Ethnic craftwork & clothing . . .

Silks from the Orient . ...

Fine Indian prints . . .

A wide range of Local, Mexican & South

Woven rugs & macrame hangings . . .
Plus an amazing collection of pipes . . .

. 50 come and see us

10% Discount for Students.

BIRMINGUAM I3, 449 6546

You..

BAND DIRECTORY/REGISTER

Brum Beat is compiling for publication a Band Directory and
Register which should also serve as a permanent source of

reference.
Listing i

tosendto

us immediately the following details: Name/musical style/
members’ names and instrumentation/contact address and

deals, etc.

Agency &

The first list will be included in our May issue - so send us your

information NOW.

CRACK™ ) BETTER
s dll  BADGES
LET THEM

Studio Acoustics
Analysis Service
Determination of

room frequency

response from
computer analysis

acoustic treatment.

PA. Hire Service

021-459 9967
021-707 3795
996 Warwick Road

Birmingham B27 608,

RIL
1§ THE MODS
19 AU PAIRS

AP
3 AIRFIX + THE SOUND
4 THE TOUCH + THE
7 VALLEY FORGE 21 THE PINKIES
11 BEGGAR + 24 BESHARA +
THE NEWS IGANDA

12 STYLE 25 THE NAME + SAVE
THE SHEEP
Adm. £1 8-11 p.m. Room for Hire

Ring Clive 643 5403

Hill Strest, Birminghar s
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STUDIOS e

BECK RECORDING

Lister Road

Wellingborough

Northants 0933 224126
BIRD SOUND STUDIOS

4 Wellington Road
Wedgnock

Warwick

BUZZ MOBILE

65 Widemarsh Street
Hereford

GINGER RECORDING
13 Portland Road
Aldridge 86548

GROSVENOR RECORDING
STUDIOS

55961

16 Grosvenor Road
Handsworth Wood
Birmingham 20 356 9636
HORIZON STUDIO

Horizon House

Warwick

Coventry CV3 6QS 0203 21000

MCR

196 Wake Green Road
loseley

Birmingham 13 777 371

MIDLAND SOUND

RECORDIN

Westing House Lane

Balsall Common

Near Coventry 0676 32468

THE OLD SMITHY
Post Office Lane
Kempsey

Worcester 820659
OUTLAW STUDIO
Sherborne House
Sherborne Street
Birmingham 16 454 0232
ROOK MUSIC
1 New Street
Stourport

SCARTH RECORDING
737 Chester Road
Erdington R Rood
Birmingham 24
WOODBINE STUDIOS
27 Woodbine Street
Leamington Sp-
ZELLA RECORDING
108

6797

3730744
38971

STUD
Walker Hall
pton Road

igbaston
Birmingham 15 4550645

VIDEOe

GINGER

1 Pomand Road
Wm M-nlmm 56646
GODFREY DAVIES
PRODUCTIONS

19 Calthorpe Road
Edgbaston

Birmingham 15 4550818

GRIFFIN AUDIO VISUAL
78 Bristol Street
Birmingham 5 6224339

LIGHTING
HIRE e

HOLLYWOOD

45 Sandy Hill Road
Shirley

Solihull

LIGHT & SOUND DESIGN
Unit 5

745 2194

Kent House
Gooch Street North
Birmingham 5

TRAVELLING LIGHT
177 Rookery Road
Handsworth
Birmingham 21

PAHIRE e

BUZZ PA
64 Widemarsh Street
Hereford

CJP.A.

Flat 2

41 Forest Road
seley

622 7329

623 3297

55961

449 4166

ingham 13

CRACK
Ambleside

996 Warwick Road
Acocks Green
ingham

459 9967 & 707 3795

HOLLYWOOD SOUND HIRE
45 Sandy Hill Road
Shirley

Solihul

JACQUES PLUGGS
119 John Bright Street
Birmingham 1 643 7909

LANGDONS
27 Victoria Street
‘Wolverhampton

MOREPOWER
106 School Street
Wolverhampton

MUSICAL EXCHANGES
32 Broad

745 2194

27251

29352

ammngn.m 1 6436718
6 Stafford Road
Lichfield 53284

MCR
196 Wake Green Road
Moseley

Birmingham 13 777 2371
PANGOLIN PA
40 Bristol Street
Birmingham 5

POWERPHASE
14 Longmynd Road
Longmynd Way
Dunley Park
Stourport

6225439

ROOK MUSIC
1 New Street

Stourport 6797

6 Albm Road

98

Blrmlngham B14 7THE

443 2893
SPPA
42 Upper Dean Street
Birmingham 5 6221755
TEXSERV LTD
25 Middiamore Rosd
Nortt
Blrmvr\gham 31 476 2669

REHEARSAL
ROOMS ¢

ASTRAL sTumos
53/54 Broad §
Bir |ngham 71643 3513/6510

DN:
196 Wake Green Road

loseley
Birmingham 13 777 2371

TRUCKING @

RUNNIN' BEAR
48 Serpentine Road
Harborne
Birmingham 17 4265445
CRACK TRANSPORT

996 Warwick Road
Acocks Green
Birmingham 27
HIRE & HIRE

32 Newman Road
Erdington
Birmingham B24 9AQ 382 1343

459 9967

MCR
196 Wake Green Road
Moseley

Birmingham 13

FANZINES

NUGGETS

1 Melville Road
Edgbaston

Birmingham 16
Blmonthly.— aumon imminent
(May) 40p +1 Op
SMART VERBA|

20 Tomllnmn/Ma White
Flat

568 Coventry Road
Birmingham

18p + 10p postage

BRASS LIP

Compiled by Sid Freak (a lady)
Features interviews with Ladies
In Punk

38p from Inferno & Virgin

777 2371

HOT WACKS

16 Almondbank Terrace
Edinburgh

EH11 1SS

40p + 10p postage

KILLIN' TIME
Mike Bowman
192 Dane Valley Road
Margate

ent N

25p + 10p postage

GENERALe

CHEAPO CHEAPO
33a Pipers Row
Wolverhampton
CONCEPT

15t Floor

190 Monument Road
Ladywood
Birmingham 16
(Complete staging — PA
hire/lighting/engineers/stages/
tour management etc.

52147

455 9659

MODEL AGENCY
Julia Rose Agency

City Centre 6325894
FLIGHT CASES
Rook Music

1 New Street

Stourport 6797
BADGES
Chris Rust

BETTER BADGES
286 Portobello Roart
London W10 01 960 5513

EQUIPMENT REPAIRS
Soundtech

443 4232

istol Street

Birmingham 5 6225439

RONALD J. COOPER
504 Bearwood Road
Smethwick 429 9029

BRASS & WOODWIND
REPAIRS

6/15 Edward Street
Birmingham 1

GUITAR STRAPS
2nd City Leather
702 Bristol Road
Birmingham 29 4711339
BIN MANUFACTURERS
Turbosound
Atkins Works
Farraday Road
Lenton
Nottingham

LOUDSPEAKER
MANUFACTURERS

Midland Loudspeakers

Unit 32R

Washford Industrial Estate
Redditch 20665

0602 783306

GUITAR MANUFACTURER
CUSTOMISATIO!

Guitar Workshop Ltd.

77 Worcester Road

Bromsgrove 78665

@ RAOK music

Tel: Stourport (02993) (67 97
FANTASTIC SALE

itoms at rock

To Stourpon (029931 77628,
24 HOUR ANSWERING SERV.CE

\M-7PM MON. SAT

SMALLS

BABY SITTER Wanted. Ring
4547610,
HAND MADE PINE FURNI-
TURE Traditional designs made
to order. Prices on application.
Tel: 021 472 8980.
WANTED. Good quality stereo
amplifier,  cassette  recorder,
turntable - also Revox or Teac
tape_recorder. Phone evenings
454 7610,
1967. Left-hand drive Renault
4-requires carburrettor to be a
runner, otherwise suitable spares.
Luvely personality. £60. 454

mANo WANTED. Good con-

GROUPIE % MONTH

This time from The Quads snapped whilst expertly setting up the
guitar rig at a recent Zella Recording session

.and

Surprising rush from city’s
niteries to put on live acts. Recent
adoptees of live band policies
Holy City Zoo and Rum Runner
are joined by Cedar Club who
made something of a coup by
booking The Lambrettas for
peanuts only to see the single chart
at 23 immediately prior to the gig.

Since the arrival of Brum Beat
if’'s noticeable that the Birming-
ham Evening Mail has increased
it’s coverage of music— they now
seem to carry a photo/newspiece
several times a week. Unfortun-
ately they usually feature name
acts who happen to be visiting the
area: a regular feature on Mid-
lands bands would be of im-
measurable value in such a widely
circulated blat. Never mind lads
— at least it’s a step in the right
direction. We'll keep you checked
out.

Must be something in the

Edgbaston air that spawns record
labels — now up to three with the
addition of newcomer Vindaloo
Records 1o the existing Big Bear
Records and Initial Record
Company. And all of them based
on the seedier side!
DRIFTERS spotted ligging with
the Footy Fraternity at Holy City
Zoo — where they are STILL
celebrating that League Cup Final
win (a credit to the stamina of
Messrs Gray, Warren etal.)

A continuing paucity of appli-
cations for the prestigious posit-
ion of ‘Brum Beat Groupie Of
The Month’ despite guaranteed

lastly

Thanks 1o Radio One’s Paul
Gambaccini & Andy Peebles for
Brum Beat plugs on BBC.

In the light of recently increased
gig activity it's surprising to learn
that Barbarella's is still up for
grabs — amere 40 G's we hear.

Thrillers guitarist/keyboard
man Pat Walsh nursing broken
leg after getting run over. . .

CRYER and RICOCHET
full of praise for Birmingham Fire
Dept during blaze & subsequent
flood above the bands’ rehearsal
parlour. Apparenly the Boys in
Blue (or is it black?) prevented
much damage 10 valuable guitars
& amplification by speedy and
careful action when water used to
quell upstairs fire flooded. the
lower floors. Full marks to the
BFD.

Strange reluctance of bands &
venues to provide information on
upcoming events for FREE
inclusion in our listings. Come on
Guys, get off your asses— apathy
is no longer fashionable.

Director of city's leading rock
venue spied checking out empty
seats at nearby Town Hall and
chuckling. . .a happier Chris in
now in evidence.

Can It Be True Dept — Are
SUNDANCE. really re-forming
after all these eons? Rumour has it
that senior rock citizens Pete
Oliver and Stef Griffin (an orig-
inal Sundancer) are exhuming the
body. Lock your doors, Warners

e D s ol ok okl bl e At i baians

m.-mmr.n dition or restorable. Cash paid.

£ BpamEs2000 Sy
E
2
20 oo
2%
2 EpamRocital
30 Eigam Brosdway 500 from 136510 1082
259 Eigam Brosdway 30 rom 113510908
30 Elgam Misvar 2105 from 83010664
1 6 from 44510356
%0
20
199 " from 72910578
20 Randal RET20210 from 408102
18 Randai A Hom 31810254
3 VoA bz
Vox ACB0 180
450 Ak in stock FenderRhodes, Custom Sound,
isbro, Rokk, Trucker. H/H and many, many
00 more s koot pces. LT
HIRE
PURCHASE
24hr

1 & 1A New Street,

Sever.

‘monss______

Worcs

|
I

QUIZ . . . answers

16 Track Recording
Demos or Masters
Separate Copy Room
Noise Reduction
Gadgets Galore

tea or coffee

The answer to ALL your questions
— Tel: 021 455 0645

Humpers on gig to gig basis. Tel

455 9494.

RECORD COLLECTION. For

Sale; Wreckless Eric/Wigwam/

Nasty Pop/The Rumour/Rachel

Sweet/Phil Spector/Lene Lovich

plus Blues and Progressive/Free

Jazz. Tel: 021 455 9495.

FOR SALE. 2 WEM 4 x 125 £75
each. 2 Laney 2 x 12s £55 each.

Tel: 454 8100.

ELECTRIC TYPEWRITE;
Remington excellent condition.
£250 ono. Phone evenings 356
2774

MALE & FEMALE SINGERS
REQUIRED IMMEDIATELY BY

'RECORD COMPANY. Tele-

phone (021) 455 9494. 10
am-6 pm Monday-Friday.

rently seéking replacement for
bass player who quit after
BRMB's Robin Valk described
the band members as “Grizzled
Veterans”. Any bass man who
considers he could accurately fit
this description please call Phil
Savage at Outlaw Studio.

Looks like advertising does pay
— Phil Dawson of Ginger
Recording delighted o pick up on
much extra work following his
Brum Beat ad.

"tis rumoured that the intrepid
BRMB Football XI are soon to
perform against the vaunted ATV
Girlie Team. Probably won’t be
much skill in evidence (though the
aprés-match shower sequence
should make up for that) — Brum
Beat are bidding foM the film
rights.

1SUN BY PRIOR
not better any genuine price advertised. AS}i'\?ARECORDS = {mrdtg}': ;mdl Havl‘i,vw;od hf:\fyle Brothers!
MG R IR L T ARTHUR | in a Chelmsley Wood penthouse 5
the nase. Ring now and ssk for Tony and Meurice. [~ ™ "~ = == " T T ALEXANDER urgently re- | appartment. Midlands Arts Centre strangely
ey v o, quired. Ring 382 1343, reluctant to associate themselves
| e WANTED Road Crew and | Rock Band SAVAGE' cur-  yiththe restofthe local music biz

We're all sorry not to be
carrying a Mike Tobin Extrava-
ganza in this issue — pressure of
work at his M.A.P. operation has
kept the elfin Mike off the streets
of late. He guarantees another
special for our May issite.

Leading gripe. from out-of-
towners is the concentration of
editorial focus on Birmiingham
The explanation is simple— apart
from the fact that Birmingham is
the Capital Of The Football
World, hardly anyone out there in
Injun Territory bothers to keep us
informed of their activities. Our
catchment area is the ENTIRE
ATV TRANSMISSION REG-
ION — so please, please, please
let us know what you're up 1o
in The Midlands ouside of
Birmingham. 0



