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Davies
Defence

Dear Brum Beat,

I don’t make a habit of
writing to papers on the basis
that if you ignore them they’ll
go- away. As you are patently
not going to go away, I can’t
let the criticism of Mike Davies
in the last issue pass whithout
comment.

You printed four letters
which all managed to insult
Davies on the basis of a review
he wrote of China Doll. This
shows two things: first that
China Doll's fans have the
ability to find a post box
when they need one, and second
that when you can't be con-
structive be destructive.

Davies is a journalist and as
such is perfectly entitled to air
his opinions as he sees fit, and
my God there are few enough
of them, but any reviewer
worth his name on the guest
list is entitled to judge the event
as he sees fit. There's nothing
wrong with Mike Davies that a
pair of platform soles wouldn’t
put right, and along with
Carolyn Spece, is one of the
few local writers that care about
the local scene.

As far as China Doll are con-
cerned I agree with what was
written. [ would also endorse his
views on Fashion and in part-
icular the wonderful Dancing
Did who are by a long way the
most original and exciting band
I've seen all year (1981) out of
perhaps 100.

So, for 1982 I'd like you to

send hatchet-man Davies along
to see the likes of Echo Base,
for example, and I lokk forward
to reading more stimulating
ding dongs in your otherwise
mundane and  predicatable
paper:

Bryan Farley .
Moseley, Birmingham

Echo Base are, in fact reviewed
in this issue by hatchetperson
Sharon - Ward,  although her
hatchets aren’t much in evid-
ence. also, as you admire
Carolyn Spence, you might like
to know that she is in fact a
neighbour of yours - we
deduced that from your address.

Professionol

Dear Brum Beat,

I see in your last issue .(Dec.
‘81), there was a sudden back-
lash against one Mike Davies
concerning his review of a
China Dall gig. Let's put the
record straight.

Not to be content with
criticising his review, people
then went on to moan about his
status as a journalist. All I can
say to those people is do they
really know Mr. Davies well
enough to victimise him?

In 1980, he did a thorough,
professional job  co-hosting
Beacon Radio’s ‘Rock Hard’
bprogramme. Then, in 1981, put
together some astonishing inter-

the fact that in my personal
record collection there wouldn’t
be a quarter of the records if it
wasn’t for Mike’s marvellous

| series  of

COVER
STORY

When you turn 1981 upside
down it reads 1861. That's about
all that can be said for it really.

There were, of course, a few
minor diversions which compen-
sated for the general despon-
dency. Duran Duran fulfilled the
promise of their previous few gigs
and broke through to national
stardom with ‘Planet Earth’ and a
lesser hits. Hazel
O’Connor established herself as
an artist in her own right and not
merely a paper star from the
silver screen. Toyah went from
strength to strength. Discharge
were recognised as one of the
leading exponents of new punk
and were joined later in the year
by Birmingham's GBH on the
Clay label.

But, the Au Pairs — despite a
superb first album —_didn’t touch
the nation’s consecience as much
as they should have done. The
Quads walked from Liverpool to
London on the People’s March
for Jobs, but the song they'd
written and which was adopted by
the marchers, ‘Gotta Getta Job’,
was ignored by the media. Bright
Eyes, the Dealers, the Reluctant
Stereotypes, Grace, the Nervous
Kind, Dexy’s Midnight Runners
all suffered splits with only
Dexy's re-emerging with a new
line-up. All in all, 1981 was a
bummer.

As for '82, the situation
looks rosier as far as bands are
concerned, but
terms of venues.

The major heavy rock venue
in Birmingham, Romeo’s and
Juliets is to close this manth with
a planned’ re-opening under a
different name and minus a stage.
Not much of an outlet for
Birmingham's burgeoning rock

talent pool there. The Golden

Eagle. " ~landlord
Clive Ritchie -transferring
business, so it is said, to the
Bournbrook in Selly Oak.

Still, it's not all - gloom.
Nottingham’s Rock City con-
tinues to thrive. Leicester has a
new venue in the shape of the
Electric Theatre. The Locarno, in
Brum, seems ready to take on a
lot of the mid-range of name
bands, as does the Imperial in
Moseley.

As for groups who can be
squeezed into the upandcoming
mould, the outlook is much better
than it was at the same time last
year.

disastrous ~ in”
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THE PARTY'S OVER....

STEVE COXON gives a personal view of
what 1982 holds for Midland music.

DIAMOND HEAD

The Bureau look like they
will at least start to cut through
the barriers created by passing
trends and be recognised for their
true worth. Fashion, also, having
sorted out the personnel problems
which plagued the band and
having delivered one of '81°s most
undeservedly ignored singles in

the shape of ‘Move On’, should
this year take that final step to the
international fame which has
unjustifiably eluded them over the
past couple of years.

And what about the Au
Pairs?

This year must be that
band’s year."They have something

to say and it's an unfortunate
truth that until now only a
relative few have been prepared to
listen. “It's ridiculous. They just
keep getting better” said Stuart
Crees in a Brum Beat review
towards the end of '81. He's right,
and the process continues.

On the heavy front, Diamond
Head, hopefully, will stop holding
out for silly advance money from
the record companies, get their
fingers out, and become .the
megastars that they now merely
pretend to be and which they
could, in reality, be so easily.

Then, there's all those bands
who have only come to- local
prominence in the last ‘year, but
who deserve wider exposure in the
coming twelve months.

Echo Base, for example,
were a totally unknown quantity
until recently. But, they threaten
to take the Second City and after
that' the rest of the nation by
storm.

Afrikan Star, still in negotia-
tion with a couple of record com-
panies, rehearsing new and even
better material, and generating
enough power to see them
through the coming year and into
the hearts of thousands.

From Nottingham, b-Movie
will attempt to follow in the foot-
steps of Some Bizzarre stable-
mates Soft Cell, and add another
hit band to Stevo’s bounty belt.

The manic fruit farmers of
Evesham, the Dancing Did, will
(if Stiff Records give them the
push they deserve) prove to be one
of the most exciting and original
contributors to the development
of music for a long time. They
might even be recognised as such
in the process.

But, the " Midlands has
always been "a homeé of heavy
rock, and there’s some good stuff
about.

In Birmingham, there's
Trouble. One of the most accom-
plished and commercial rock
outfits seen in the area for a long
long time. With their new, lively,
management team 1982 should
see their music knocking quite a
few more people into submission.
From Stoke — another headbang-
ing outpost — come Demon who
give audiences their own version
of Apocalypse and come out on
top every time.

No doubt some of these
bands won't make it in the new
year, that’s life — but one thing’s
certain; they all deserve to.

views for Beacon Radio. Pllus‘

taste in selection.

As for his “reputation being
destroyed™  (Martin  Ayling,
Aston) 1 should very much
doubt it. (Just ask the guys
Mike has worked with).

So, as this is a letter in
defence ol the man, please print
this just to prove that there is
someone who does care about :
the job journalists do.

Yours
AM.

Kidderminster

Free Radio

Dear Brum Beat,

I haven’t been a regular
reader of the mag for a long
while, so I don’t know if you
print letters on ‘non-musical
topics’. However, here goes.....

A couple of weeks ago I
came across a copy of Nov-
ember’s Brum Beat and read
the article by Jeff Cole in

Free Radio News, more spec-
ifically the information about
E.S.T. radio. Being intrigued
as to what a *“free” radio
station sounded like (I thought
all radio was free, I've never
paid for it anyway) I tuned
into 94.3 Mhz FM at 3p.m. on
the Saturday.

Anyway, to cut an already
overlong story short, the day’s
programme started with some
old Radio Caroline snippets.
Expecting the worst I con-

tinued listening and eventually
the music started, and what a
surprise! Music, including the
intros, as opposed to mindless
irrelevant comments by Dls.
It made a refreshing change to
hear a wide selection of new and
old sounds (Wire, Department S,
Sweet, and Lonnie Donegan, in
the SAME SHOW!!!) all with
the minimum of chat.  *

Stephen Collins
Great _Barr, Birmingham.

OMEGA

SOUND SYSTEMS

-WE ARE MIDLAND
AGENTS FOR

Hill 16-2 mixing Desk.
(as pictured) LED's, PFL,
XLR's Balanced inputs.
Flightcased.

£750.00 plus VAT

*P.A. HIRE & SALES

*STORAGE & REPAIRS

1-5kw

Complete 4-track recording
consoles. Teac 33408,

Model 2 Desk, Meter Bridge,

4 Channel Comp/limiter
& Acc. £1200

Complete PA Systems On
Demonstration All ex-stock

- In Stock:
The new TX 800 (Modular) triple channel power

*BACKLINE &ACCESSORIES amplifier. Total output power 1300 Watts.

The DX Range of amplifiers
From 115W to 625W per channel
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UNIT 2C, TRENT VALLEY WORKS,

TRENT VALLEY ROAD,
LICHFIELD, STAFFS:

LICHFIELD 57280

1981 Hire Stock for sale:

Bass bins, midrange flares, horns and monitors
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