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Starfighters

I ; l 7981 became the first U.K. independent label to have
. an album “go platinum’.
: ‘Signing Off’, by UB40 was released last year and has
since notched up 300,000 sales in Britain for which they
have been awarded a platinum disc.

And to celebrate their success the Midlands label are

expanding in all directions.

ext month they move to
larger premises in Dudley’'s
Wolverhampton Street where
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UNPLANTED?

The Ho:feyﬂrippers — the band which features ex- Leading
Led Zeppelin vocalist: Robert Plant and Ricky Cool bt T TN Sy
and the Rialtos — have spht.

Early reports suggest that the
split happened after arguments
within the group over musical
direction and the development
of the part-time band.

The two July dates for the
group at Birmingham Romeo
and Juliet's (7th) and London’s
Camden Dingwalls (14th) have
both been postponed.

Roy Williams of the Astra
agency who booked out the band
said: are no longer working
in that line-up. I imagine there
will be a ‘Honeydrippers Phase
2'. Right from the start the band
played on the basis of play one
night and see what happens.”

hunds such as Black Sabbath,
Status Quo, wnode:anda
host of others - is to re-open in
A

Bmed above the Crown Hotel
in Birmingham’s Station Street,

Slign
Birmingham

signed a publishing agree-
ment with  Dudley’s
Graduate Music, part of
Graduate Records.
Throughout most of this
month the band are in the studios
working on new material and
their next single, as yet untitled.
In between playing times they
play at Birmingham The Billesly
(July  6th), Walsall Teacher
Training College (July -9th),

Graduate Go
Platinum!

they will be taking over a 3 storey
office block as a base for their
wholesale operation and the
administration of the label. The
record shop will remain where it
is, in Union Street.

At the same time as
announcing the success of

‘Signing Off’, Graduate also

unveiled their new band, The
Chefs.

Previously on Atrix Records,
The Chefs have until now been
based in Brighton but are
currently working in London.

Their first Graduate release
24 Hours’/*Thrush’ (GRAD II)
will be released later this month.

18th), and

Bournbrook (July 23rd). to be released soon.

NEWport‘ H_arper Adams (Ju_ly Graduate Records’ new signing, the Chefs. Having had such success in spotting UB40, could the Chefs
10th), Birmingham Cannon Hill prgvide the Dudley-based independent label with their next major act? The band, now based in North
Arena with Ruby Turner (July [ ondon, line up as: Helen McCookerybook (bass/vocals), James MecCallum (guitar], Carl Evans
Birmingham (guitar/vocals), and Russell Greenwood (drums). Their first Graduate single will be ‘24 Hours'/*Thrush’

"We Wuz Robbed!

the venue will run every Tuwdsy,
Friday and Saturday.

Tuesdays will be Bluesday
under the title of ‘Henry’s
Blueshouse’.

Fridays and Saturdays will be
devoted to ‘the best of
contemperary bands from all

sectors of current music’.

Birmingham rock band Street
Trader had £1,000 worth of equip-
ment nicked at the end of last
month from their practice hall in
Longbridge.

The band are offering a £100
reward for either return of the
equipment or information leading

to its recovery.

Stolen were a Marshall 100W
M/V XX Guitar amp Serial No:
SLAO573L, an MM Crossover
EP822 Serial No: 34512, an MM
AP360J Serial No: 27021, a RSD
12 into 2 stereo mixing desk,

The theft is another in a series
of thefts around the Midlands
over the past few months.
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Any information regarding the

various leads, and a cassette | stolen equipment should be given

recorder.

to your local police station.

Judas Priest, one of the Black
Country’s most successful exports,
have announced plans for a major
U.K. tour in November.

Midland dates are Leicester De
Montfort Hall (November 9th),
Birmingham Odeon (12th & 13th).
More gigs may be added later.
Tickets are already on sale at all
venues.
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Plus

‘A LOAD OF COBBLERS’
Featuring

CHRIS KIEL
Tim Griffiths
& Westgate

&

%

Direct from Cobblers Club, Birmingham

2

DISCOTHEQUE

- every thursday +sunday

GROUND LEVEL : ROXY,BOWIE,FERRY,
ULTRAVOX. JOHN FOXX.

FIRST LEVEL : JAZZ FUNK

TWO D.J’s - One Admission Price!
THE ELMS *ALDRIDGE » 8-10-30

Cerwin-Vega!
9 1K to 12K

Up to 2K foldback
Trucking and Experienced Crew
Tours or one-nighters

MAXVOLUME LTD.

021-421 1949 Stratford- upon- Avon 294910

RECORDING STUDIO

Our clients so far in 1981
Airphix, The Beat, Dexy s Midnight Runners, %
Eclipse, Equators, Headbolt. Iganda, The:
Lazers. The Quads.

Debut

Andde Leek makes his debut
appearance on July 25th at
Dementia 13, based at
Birmingham’s - Opposite
Club. ;

Since leaving Dexy’s Midnight §

Runners a year ago Andde has
gathered a new band around him
consisting of several well-known
names.

Former Ferrari saxophonist
Sean Stafford shares. work on

ol Fullard
with
Starfighters, Money and Leargo.

Lock @&

SOFT OPENING

Yet another new club comes to

{ Birmingham this month with the

| | opening on July 4th of the Soft

Club run every Saturday at the

®| Eagle and Tun, Digbeth. Bands
| lined up so far are Soft Asylum

(4th and 25th), Farm Life (11th),

Bl and Year Zero (18th). The club

sill also feature films and taped

# music.
1 Soft Asylum also gig at Birming-
| ham Golden Eagle (22nd).
COV METAL
London's Heavy Metal
| Soundhouse headed up by Neil
4 Kerrannggg Kay  reaches

q 30th. Neal

; W e
Bassist Baz Ketley used to be
with Media One.

The Opposite Lock gig will be
free to UB40 card holders.

A new club opens in Birmingham in mid-July based al

the Opposite Lock Club in Gas Street.

Open between 9pm and
12.30am the organisers, Kevin
Wilson and Simon Hare, are
aiming the club at “those people
who would like to be home at a
reasonable hour in mid-week and
for those who traditionally have
precious little money come a
Tuesday night!”

Titled “The Great Escape’, the
club will be running regular
‘theme’ parties every Tuesday
from July 14th. Their first two
events ae ‘Merseymusic - from
the Beatles to the Bunneymen’
and ‘Stax of Tamla’.

THE
. GREAT
ESCAPE

As a special opening offer
anyone carrying a copy of this
issue of Brum Beat can get into
the Grand Opening Party for a
mere 25p. Don’t say we never do
anything for you

HOT HAMBURGER

Black Country based heavy metal band Hamburger
Mary have split with their management organisation

from Saccen Studios in Stourport.

Saccen will continue to work with ex-Thin Lizzy guitarist Eric Bell
and the Kidderminster-based reggae band Assyne.

Hamburger have since signed a new management deal with Switch

Music of Wolverhampton.

Switch are planning to record a live E.P. with the band for release

later this year.

The band play every Wednesday at Birmingham’s Railway and gig at
Birmingham’s Romeo and Juliet’s on August 3rd.

Coventry General Wolfe on July
is supported by
Megaton, but who'’s supporting
the General Wolfe?

STICKY CHANGE
Birmingham band Sticky have
changed from a Monday to a
Thursday night residency at
Birmingham’s Railway and also
gig every Wednesday at
Leamington’s Crown. The band
have -a one-off gig at the
Sherwood, Hall Green on July
13th.

Hazel Plus Two

Hazel O’Connor’s new tour takes
in only one Midland date at
Nottingham Rock City on July
Tth. A new album, ‘Cover Plus’
is released next month with a
book ‘Undercover Plus’ to follow
in the Autumn.

L’Homme de Terre
Coventry band L'Homme de Terre

are finalising the construction of
their own studios — to be!called
Cabin. The 8-track is located in
central Coventry and has a capa-
city of 15 musicians with refresh-
ment and rest rooms supplied.
“The aim is to provide a good
quality, low budget 8-track facility”
said band member Caroline Lord.

U.X.B. Split

Vocalist Dom Roche has split
from U.X.B. and is currently
working with the Last Wave while
he looks for a new band “with a
punk/reggae sound.”
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THE LARGEST
SELECTION OF
DRUMHEADS AND
DRUMSTICKS IN

_THE MIDLANDS

SHORT
CUTS

LONDON VISIT
Vision Collision and their
designer Suzy Varty both go to
London this month to showcase
their respective talents. The band
lay at West Hampstead's
oonlight Club on July 23rd,
Suzy has a three week exhibition
of her work at ‘The Gal’, off the
Kings Road starting July 22nd.

b-Movie Silgple
b-Movie, from Nottingham, have
just released their new single,
‘Marilyn Dreams’ on the Some
Bizarre label. A second single
‘Cold Spell Ahead’ is due this
month.

Bureau Move On

The Bureau have finished the re-
cording of their first album, pro-
duced by Pete Wingfield, for release
on WEA Records. No release
date has yet been set for the album,
as yet untitled. The band will be
supporting the Pretenders on their
forthcoming British tour.

Amber Gigs

Leicester-based band the Amber
Squad play Leicester Fosseway
(July 17th), Humberstone Wind-
mill (21st) and Leicester-
Saracen’s Head (23rd).

TROUBLE

Three former members of
Cerberus have formed a new
band, Trouble, with new
members Mark Payne on vocals
and Derek Finan on drums. The
ex-Cerberus contingent lines up
as Pete Smith (Guitar/vocals),
Huw Lucas (Guitar/vocals) and
Roy Davis (bass). Their first gig
in the new format is at
Birmingham’s Romeo & Juliet's
on August 17th.

SANDWELL SPECIAL

The Nolans, Liquid Gold, The
Worzels and Legs and Co. play in .
Sandwell’s Dartmouth Park over
the

people.
Further details are available from
Sandwell Arts Council or the
Council’s Recreation and

Amenities Department.

Grace Re-release

Stoke band Grace have re-issued
there debut album on Clay Records
after the cancellation by mutual
agreement of their licensing deal
with MCA. They gig in July at
Birmingham Railway (10th and
17th), Stoke Meir Wagon and
Horses (18th), and Newcastle
under Lyme Bridge St. Arts Centre
(21st).

Karry On Kraken

Kraken carry on making inroads
into the souls of Midland rockers
this month at Redditch Valley
Club (10th), Malvern Nag's Head
(17th), and Worcester Swan
Theatre (30th). 5

Summer Assault

Chainsaw undertake a summer-
assault — although on what they
don’t say — at Solihull Civic Hall
(July 15th) Birmingham Romeo
and Juliets (20th) and Leamington
Crown (30th). Support at Solihull
Civic Hall is Ernie Bloggs and the
All Stars, and Thunderbay Inn.

HELIOPOLIS

Birmingham jazz-funk band
Heliopolis fresh from their
success at the Bracknell Jazz
Festival will be recording a half-
hour session for 'Radio One
transmission on August 2nd.

Storm In

Announcing the arrival of Storm,
formed out of the remnants of
local hard rock outfits such as
Overdrive, Cerberus, Phantom and
Sigma. The band line-up as John
Ward (vocals), Big Joe Cotton
(drums), Kev ‘Access Card’ Haris
(bass), and Terry Higgs (lead
guitar). Gig details will be revealed
shortly.

Jenny Miller Broadcast
The Jenny Miller Band record a
'session at Worcester Swan
Theatre shortly for broadcast by
BBC Midlands TV in their
‘Nights at the Swan’ series. Jenny
will be joined by her husband
Eddie Matthews for the show
which is set for transmission on
August 28th.







