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Radiol
v Pirates

Dynamic Radio One - derers stopper Jeff “Brick Wall” Griffin,
currently the subject of negotiations between Derek Chinnery and Brian
Clough, snapped in action against Pebble Mill Pirates at St Andrews,
Birmingham (the soft ball capital of the world).

See back page Sports Special for more pix.

DEXY'’S

T-SHIRT OFFER : PAGE

The saga of Dexy’s Midnight Runners continues apace
as a breathless world waits for each new developmentin
the best-selling story that seems likely to knock Cross-
roads out of its position as The Most Tedious Ongoing
Ongoing Situation in History.

As reported in last month’s ‘Brum Beat, Kevin Rowland — vocalist
with Dexy’s— left the group following an internal argumentabout the
re-recording of their current single ‘Keep If.

Shortly after the publication of
‘Brum Beat’ it was discovered
that trombonist Jim Patterson
and guitarist Kevin ‘AT’ Archer
had sided with Kevin Rowland.
The official story issued by the
EMI Press Office state that in
fact it was the other members of
the band who had ‘left’ with
Kevin, Jim and Al continuing as

the nucleus of Dexy's Midnight
Runners.

Their claim fo the name is being
disputed by the other faction
who base their claim on the fact
that there are more original
Dexy’s in their band than in
Kevin's group. Meanwhile they
are trying to retrieve their equip-
ment and establish their right to

royalties both from the album
and singles.

The official Dexy’s Midnight
Runners are proving difficult to
track down. Midnight Music,
the office which dealt with the
band’s affairs have vanished with-
out trace from their Birmingham
City Centre base, and so has the
band’s manager Paul Burton.

SLANGING
MATCH
Kevin Rowland, in line with his
previously stated policy of non-
cd-operation with the Music
Press, has ignored atiempts to
get his side of the story— despite

guarantees f immunity from
editorial intervention.

A member of the new band did
tell us, however, “ All he’s interes-
ted in is the future, he’s not
interested in a slanging match.”
Althouth EMI would not confirm
the story, it is now definite that
Kevin has recruited Nick Billing-
ham (ex-Cryer and Troops) to
take over on keyboards, and Seb
Shelton (ex-Secret Affair) is the
new drummer. The bassist was
still not confirmed at Press-time,
and the band were still looking
for two saxophonists.

‘Keep It the single which caused
all the fuss, was released by EM1
at the end of last month.
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SUNDAY
SOUNDS

ALT

—

RNATIVE

December marks the debut of Sounds Alternative — an
alternative radio station that will broadcast on Sundays
twice monthly on the 255 metres medium waveband.

Carrying the banner of * Music for
the Suburbs of the Second City’,
Sounds Alternative first broadcasts
on Sunday 7th December - a test
broadcast followed by a show
commencing noon on the 21st

The station will have a format of
albums and contemporary music,
will feature local music, news and

gig guides, and * will be run by a
team of semi-professional broad-
casters who strongly believe in the
right to transmit on a truly indepen-
dent basis.”

Plans are afoot for broadcasts over
the Christmas period and on New
Year's Day.

keep you sane).

Just a few of the current prices:

H/H: 20%, 30% Discount. i.e. S500D £365
CARLSBORO: 20% Discounti.e. Marlin €213
PEAVEY: 20% Discount i.e. Classic £256
PREMIER: 20% Discounti.e. STSKit £699-
‘ROLAND: 25% Discounti.e. RE201 £290
YAMAHA Grand 70B  £2175

NO Deposit, Instant credit, even on the low prices
& Access, Barclaycard, Diner’s Club, American Express.

FENDER 30% Discount i.e. MA6 Mixer and Speakers £657

RHODES Pianos from £525
MOOG: Fullrange from  £260
KRAMER 4001 bass 2290
GIBSON Les Pauls from £299

PLUS The Largest Selection of equipment

22/23 Humberstone Road,

BRITAIN'S LARGEST MUSIGAL FUTURESTORE

J Floors with amazing amount of gear.
5 Sound Booths to try the equipment of your choice (at prices that will

Extra discount

Leicester.
Phone: Leicester 24183 (STD 0533)
Mon - Sat 9.30 - 6.00

SDUNDPRY-
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MIKE DAVIES, PETE ARRIS,
PAUL KELLY, SEAN PATEL,
| JULE WIELAND, DAVE BRETT
HARRY LANG, PAUL BEARER,
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o JOHN DOWIE,
: TAYL!
BRUM BEAT 190 MONUMENT ?g'ﬂu ADAM.
ROAD BIRMINGHAM B16 8UU 2
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PA. SALES.
P.A. & LIGHTING

FOR HIRE
100W - 1IKW Good Rates

Tel: Coalville (0530) 31337

NUGGETS: Back issues of the rock
fanzine world’s best venture are
available from 1 Melville Hoad,_i

Edgbaston, Birmingham B16 9LN.
Issues 5,6,7,8,9,12 at 40p each incl

P&P.

1st AIRPHIX/PIECE DE RESISTANCE
2nd: RICKY COOL & THE RIALTOS/XPERTZ
3rd: AU PAIRS/DANCE

4th: VISION COLLISION/THE PRIVATES

5th: DANGEROUS GIRLS/DENIZENS/THE EVER-
READIES :

6th: FAST RELIEF/CARNASTOAN/THE PINKIES

Plus surprise appearances by Robin Valk.
Tickets: £1 per night, £56 for the week

All profits go towards buying a minib

for Granville H
the Moseley hostel for h | boys. ; 3

This space donated free by ‘Brum Bea_f'

Hill Street, Birmingham
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WHAT'S
ON,
STEVE?

Dear Brum Beat, .
I am writing to ask for your help.
My friends and I are very keen

"Steve Gibbons Band fans. We

understand that they come from
Birmingham and we were wonder-
ing whether you (being the local
paper) could help us to find out
what their plans for the future are?
We have followed them since they
first started on their own after
‘“The Who' tour, mainly going to
the London gigs since that is the
nearest place to us down here in
West Sussex. We have all their
records and think that they are
absolutely fantastic, especially
Steve himself.

So you can understand that we
were absolutely shattered to read
last summer (1979) that the band
were splitting up, but encouraged
by the news that Steve would be
getting together another group and
also preparing an L.P.

Every week we scoured the music
press for news but there was none.
‘We thought you might be able to
get the answers to our questions.
I have written to the New Musical
Express several times but have
never received a reply.

We contacted Steve for you Anne,
he told us “There’s nothing hap-
pening between now and Christ
mas, unless I decide to play then.
I've got no venues lined up, but I
like to play Brum at Christmas.”
In the slightly more distant future,
Steve hopes to finalise negotia-
tions with a large record company
soon with a view to releasing an
album in the New Year. If the
album is released a “major rour”
will be set up to coincide with the
record

In
Search
Of

The
Squibs.. .

Dear Brum Beat,

I picked up one of your m
and found it really good and full
of *fax’. So could you please put
me out of nig misery and tell me
where I could obtain the single by
the Squibs called ‘I'll Try to Get
to Your Heart', I heard them on
Radio  Birmingham’s ‘Brum
Club’. T've been all over Brum
with no luck so could you please

(This statement guarantees inclu- find me any information.

sion in Brum Beat - Ed.) John Butcher

Yours sincerely, Acocks Gl’t’-ser:dm

Anne Rogers, - | Come on , create a
Pulborough, ﬁ’ﬂ"”'ﬁu - uﬁ e?::: record o,{'
West Sussex J.in Brum Beat. advertise
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Alternative Friends
In Sound -

LATEST!

. Dear Brum Beat,

Following publication of the
‘Alternative Radic’ article in the
November issue of ‘Brum Beat’ 1
thought you might like further
information on this subject

E.S.T. ‘Your alternative friend in
sound who aim to start regular
transmission of contemporary
music and local information on

" Sunday evenings, suffered a further

setback to their plans early in
November when the transmitter
failed during low power engineering
tests. Station staff have been un-
able to rectify the fault and the
equipment has been returned to
the London manufacturer. It is
hoped to have it in service for
Christmas so that broadcasts may
be made over the festive season
Listen out for E.S.T. on 94.3
MHz FM - especially on New
Years Day.

On recent Sunday afternoons an-
other FM station has been heard

the airwaves when most of the,
staff left the station Founder
member Steve Merrick made a
return transmission on 2 Novem-
ber and hopes to organise more
regular broadcasts, possibly fort-
nightly or 3-weekly, in the near
future. The station is sure to be on
during the last week of December,
s0 tune in to 227m medium wave.
Another new MW station which
hopes to be on the air over the

holiday period(they are alreadyin

possession of a transmitter) are a
group calling themselves ‘ Sounds
Alternative’ although it is yet to be
decided if that will be the ‘on-air
name. They will broadcast on
255m. The poeple behind the pro-
ject are dedicated, experienced
radio personnel so the station
should be well worth a listen.

Finally, another group of experi-
enced enthusiasts own a low-
powered transmitter which has
been used on occasions on 280m

on approx. 94.5 MHz The signal | (betweenthe Radiol frequencies).
is strong but no further details are | Previous broadcasts were made
known. (Perhaps the operators | last year on Boxing Day and this
would like to contact us and help year on Easter Sunday and August

solve this little mystery? — Ed)

Free radio activity could be quite
active in Birmingham over the
Christmas/New Year period and
its always worth tuning your

radios across the bands, especially -

on Sundays. Radio Free Birming-
ham, who were fined heavily
earlier this year celebrated their
1st birthday in September and
then promptly disappeared from

Bank Holiday Monday, so there
seems a fair chance that they will
be on the air again sometime over
the forthcoming holiday season.
The callsign is not known: last
year Radio Acocks Green was
used!

That's all for this month. Happy
listening! :

Yours sincerely,

E.S.T., Newark, Notts.

Conipiled from figures supplied to Brum Beat by a cross-section of

leading Midland record stores. Onl
eligible for inclusion in the Top 20.

y Midland artists and labels are

SINGLES
1. The Earth Dios Screaming .................. U.B. 40 {Graduate)
2o Donl CWRNC AW . o i TR e e g ELO. (Jey)
3. Mr.Crowley .............. Ozzy Osbourne’s Blizzard of Ozz (Jet)
bt el BB e e e Discharge (Clay)
5.ManintheGlass ................ Dangerous Girls (Happy Face)
6. Where's Captain Kirk? .............. Spizz Energi (Rough Trade)
- o e e Showaddywaddy (Arista)
s T o TR R S s e Black Sabbath (Vertigo)
- Rl | R e e e i e e Dexy's Midnight Runners (EMI)
10.-Roalities of War .. ......0 00, v s iaensiias Discharge (Clay)
11, Give Me Anlnch .................... Hazel O'Connor (A & M)
e % 0 2 NS e RN B T e e The Quads (Big Bear)
13. Children of Today ............. Weapaon of Peace (Phonogram)
14, Alive atReading EP. ... . ................. Slade (Cheapskate)
15. Sharethe World ................. ... The Dealers (MAP)
A0 DECE B T TR Discharge (Clay)
17. TooNiceto Talk Too ..................... The Beat (Go-Feet)
TR EIGR S 5t 0 o e T e Buggles (Island)
19. Merry Xmas Everybody . . . Slade and The Reading Choir{Cheapskate)
20. Rudi the Red-nosed Reindeer ...... . . The Gangsters (Big Bean

ALBUMS

T Slgninig O 0 G Ly e e UB40 (Graduate)
2. 'Preaking Glass' . ..................... Hazel O'Connor (A & M)
3. More Specials .. ................,... = .. Specials (Two-Tone)
R BMEShOR i R TR e e Slade (Cheapskate)
LI e L S R e Black Sabbath (NEMS)
6. We Sold Our Soul for Rock ‘n Roll ....... Black Sabbath (NEMS)
7. Brum Beat Live at the Barrel Organ .......... Various (Big Bear)
B DosRunner ... . o o s “«... Atletico Spizz 80 (A& M)
9. JustCanm'tStopit......................... The Beat [Go-Feet)
10.Blizzard of Oz2 ..............0000000000s Ozzy Ozbourne (Jet)
11, StandUpand Fight ... ...............c0invinas Quartz (MCA)
12.MeMyself I ...................... Joan Armatrading (A & M)
10, Bpatinle sl B e e Specials (Two-Tone)
14. Searching for the Young Soul Rebels.. Dexy's Midnight Runners {EMI)
15, Eappelin IV . L L oo amip i T rmak Led Zeppelin (Swansong)
16. Too Much Pressure .................. ... Selector (Two-Tone)
1. Goastest Hits . 0005 0o Lt Black Sabbath (NEMS)
18. Marauder ; Magnum (Jet)
19. Heavenand Hell .................. 00 Black Sabbath (NEMS)
20 Britlaly Bhial 1L L TR e Judas Priest {CBS)

EVERYTHING IN GROUP GEAR -EXCEPT GROUPIES..

..50 BRING YOUR OWN!?!

 SMALLBROOK QUEENSWAY, B'HAM. TEL: 021-643 465567
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