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‘Robin Gregory, Harry

Dear Brum Beat,

| was quite astonished to
see the inclusion of From
Eden in your 1983 tips for
the top. | fail to see how
anybody can be enter-
tained by their use of a
musical form which was of
no importance when it
died out ten years ago.

| don't.-want to be la-
belled a reving feminist, so
| won't dwell on their
mindless, sexist lyrics, but
the fact remains that mu-
sically From Eden are ho-
peless. When | saw them
supporting the marvellous
Dahli's Car | heard pure
noise —not uplifting in any
way, but unpleasant and
rather depressing. No
tunes, a ‘singer’' who never
sings a recognisable note,
no subtlety.

| really believe that if
people will swallow From
Eden thereis little hope for
music in Brum or any-
where else.
Janie Darwin,
Kings Heath,
Birmingham.

The fact that you were suffi-
ciently motivated to write in
with your own views of From
Eden demonstrates that the
band attract attention and
create a reaction. They are,
therefore, deserving of co-
verage in these pages. Whether
people ‘‘swallow’ From Eden
or not, the fact that they cause
such widely differing judge-
ments as condemnation and
high praise. promotes rather
than destroys hope in the vi-
tality and continuing life of
local music.

bluesy

Dear Brum Beat,

After a very enjovable
evening listening to the
music of the Blues Band at
the Odeon, we are very in-
terested to know if there
are any venues in Bir-
mingham where rhythm &
blues are played. Could
vou let us know in your
next issue of Brum Beat?
Starved R&B fans,
Birmingham.

As a couple of tasters, try the
Flying Doctors every Friday
night at the Barrel Organ, any
gig by Willy & the Poorboys,
and the Wheatsheaf Blues Club
every Thursday at the
Wheatsheaf Inn, Waisall. If any
R&B venues want to write to
Brum Beat with details of their
venue / bands / dates, we'll
publish them on this page next
month.

Make Someone Happy

With A Telemessage

Dear Brum Beat,
Regarding Kim Hol-
yoak's letter about M's
Telegram. 1'd like to thank
Kim for his / her support
on behalf of the band. Your
reply implies a situation
where the wishes and
tastes of the public are se-
condary to your personal
prejudices, if not com-
pletely irrelevant. OK so
you printed the letter, al-
lowing someone to ex-
press an opinion; and per-
sonally | quite like The
Man Upstairs, but it seems

* that you can't accept that

someone else does not,
without reminding the
world that you have the
power of the press, using
the childish phrase ‘'so
there' in the process. This
is the kind of thing that
starts slanging matches,
and as Birmingham's
established music paper
you're in a very important
position — don't gbuse it.
I'm sure you won't print
this letter —ifyou do you'll
add a sarky reply, proving

my point enfirely.

Lastly, the M stands for
M. If | asked which one
was the Man Upstairs
you'd say | was immature.

See you soon.

Simon van Dyne,
M'’s Telegram,
Quinton, Birmingham. -

You might be interested to
know, Simon, that M's Te-
legram have been singled out
for review, at one of your future
gigs, on the strength of Kim
Holyoak's and other letters,
and on the basis of comments
from our trusted part - time
spies. Certainly, Brum Beat is
in an important position: but,
we don't seek to abuse that
position we simply seek to use
it to the best advantage of
everyone involved in the main-
tenance of a healthy and
thriving local music industry.
That, unfortunately, involves a
certain amount of selection
and rejection. Above all, it re-
quires a maintenance of enter-
tainment within these pages.
Sarky comments and all.

~ MIXED
P
MICHAEL?

Dear Mike Davies,
Puzzled to read in the

February 1983 issue that

we died in 19821 !!

John Seeley,

Romantic Records,

Birmingham 17.

FIGHTING COCKTAILS

Dear Brum Beat,

Please can you tell me
where | can buy a crate of
whatever Leighton Mee
was drinking when he went
to the Revue Bar to see
Kabuki?

We don't see your re-
viewers very often at the
Fighting Cocks, although
the Red Cross delivery
emergency parcels of
Brum Beats every month.
Could this anomaly have
anything to do with the fact
that we don't serve cock-
tails?

Send me a rate card—
better still, publish one —
and more of your hacks.
But please God, not
Leighton Mee.

Bryan Farley,

Waiting Room (Loans
Division), Bank of
England,

Birmingham City Centre.

Cocktails. Dynamite in small
quantities. More than enough.
Fightihg Cocktails. More
stories from the razor's edge of
vital life. Not transient. Not
Mee. Replies Leighton Mee’s
cousin.

train
spotter

Dear Brum Beat,

Midfield General In
Shock Transfer Swoop

New Cap says -
“I'm just,wellover thelimit, Jimmy!”

Steve Coxon, who has been the General Manager of
this paper since August 1980, is leaving.

He takes up a new position this month as a copywriter
with the Birmingham - based advertising agency Solomon
/ Oakley.

Steve will, however, continue to contribute articles on
a freelance basis in the future.

We are sure that all readers will join with the mana-
gement and staff of Brum Beat in thanking Steve for his
past contribution to the success of the paper and wishing
him every success in the future.

Steve's comment: ‘‘Never mind the platitudes,
where’s the gold watch?”’

Due to production
difficulties this
months Gig Guide
could not appear.
Normal service next
month. :

6-Track
é‘ ecord\ng

at

| have been going to the
Railway on Saturday night
for some time now as, in}|:
my opinion, Bandanna is
the best band in thé Bir-
mingham area and | am
really amazed that they
have not yet signed a re-

£8.00p
an hour

EVERY WEDNESDAY cording contract. s
Wl'_len you fhink_ of the
Sounds & nghts.by ?gﬁ?és?hﬁ’? l:ui*u:rt‘ Qﬁrﬁﬂ? 2" Ta Noise Reduction
Rob ;i
Steve Roberts proof of the old saying "‘it's
Doors open 7.45 p.m. not what you know, but Master Quality
who you know."'
Come on record com-
. panies —wake up!!! Wolverhampton
OLD CROWN & CUSHION, : @ WITH|| M. Horriss, o
PERRY BARR, BIRMINGHAM ) Prlce. THIS || Sroiason. Birmingham i ot
Buses:11, 90, 91, 46, 33, 51, 52, 59, }_07 AND 113. It's no use, you know. They

took a sleeping pill in 1976. @
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