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SUBVERSIVE

Jear Brum Beat,

Hypocrites.
So Steve 'Subversive'
Toxon explains to us ('In

The Pink's Brum Beat, Aug.
'82) how society and the
media - promote accepted
views, making it difficult for
bands like the Pinkies from
'th left wing of life' to
communicate their views.
Turn the page and lo
and behold it's the same
super-Steve singing the
praises of (sexist) Magnum
at The Whip (i) Club. How
can you criticise the media,
Steve, when your newspaper
(and often your own writing)
promotes some of the
most acceptable, reactionary
and exploitative music
around?

And it's all coming
together for the Pinkies, eh
Steve? Growing ecstatic
audiences - and record
companies in  hot pursuit?
Not a chance. These days
their bland 'Gang of 4 on
depressants' funk is lucky to
haul in a few dozen of their
stoned quest-listed mates.
That's why they needed a
Brum Beat lead - to revive
their sagging popularity.

Enlightening lyrics? Free
Speech? The singer seems
more concerned with
her cool white rasta pose.
A threat? Pull the other one

guv:

Ms. Cheryl Valentine
Sparkbrook,

Birmi m.

Steve Coxon replies: 'Subver-

sive' is not a word that |
would apply to my comments
in last month's interview
with The Pinkies. I was
merely restating well-knuwn,
and well publicised, facts
about the state of the media
both in this country and
abroad. Brum Beat, as part

LETTERS |

of the media, cannot avoid
making statements which
conflict with individually
held views. My review of
Magnum in the same issue
does not in any way jar with
my view of The Pinkies. In
fact the two pieces comple-
ment each other. The
Pinkies hold very steadfast
views (tempered by the
realities of a harsh business),
Magnum are primarily
entertainers in ¢ genre not

Stoned & Guest-listed

known for its tolerance or
adaptability. Both are worthy
of serious attention.. from
anyone claiming to be rem-
otely interested in (all of)
the musical life of ths
region. Ms. Valentine's view-
point is an admirably valid
one, but personally I think
she=is the victim of a form
of media indoctrination
which is, in every way, as
inevitable as that practised
by the national and local
press and TV/radio.

Trojan
Piledriver

Dear Brum Beat
On viewing Trojan at the
Golden Eagle in August |
was pleasantly pulverised by
the piledriver brand of
rock which [ observed.
They combined the
flair of early Schenker with
the harmony of a pneumatic
drill to the teeth. Put them
in the Odeon and you would
have a sledgehammer of a
band to contend with. [
went 12 rounds with Trojan

. and was hammered with fists

of Magic Metal. If you want
your eardrums singed
go and see Trojan, the band
of the future.

Bethany's Sin were
a load of cack.
R. Plant
Birmingham
But not THAT R.
methinks.

Plant

Dear Brum Beat, ;
Having viewed quite a
few 'bog standard' heavy
metal bands around Birming-
ham, | bhad the pleasure
of watching Trojan at
the Golden Eagle recently.

It was like seeing a big
band in a local pub.

I was very surprised. Why
haven't they yet been
discovered, not even had as
much as a write-up in any
of the local rags. Why is -
this?

Any chance of obtaining
more info on the band?

B. Hogan
Acocks Green, Birmingham.

PS5: What were Trojan
doing supporting (!)
Bethany' Sin 1 wonder. |

never heard such a load of

drivel (that's a compliment)
in all my life,how degrading.
B. Hogan, letter-writer
to Brum Beat, fan of
Trojan, despiser of Bethany's
Sin, this is your wish
fulfilled. (There's a review
of the gig you refer toin
this month's issue.)

BT ngress s
More Cries
For
the Innocent

Dear Brum Beat,

This letter is addressed to
'Ellie & Neil' (Letters Aug.
'82) You, the vast majority
of R&J's slaggers, totalled
about 20 in an audience of
over 300. Consequently,l
hold very little respect for
you. Cry of the I were good
visually and musically, are
you deaf, or just one
of the few drunken idiots
who visit venues for a good
scrap.

They are a good group
and give a very good live
performance, one of the best
seen for a long time. Let's
face it we need good groups,
like this letter needs
punctuation.iKeep on Kabuki,
And Also The Trees, and Cry
Of The Innocent.

Mark Bethnal
Birmingham Poly

OK,OK,OK. There's a bit
about the much-vaunted and
much-abused Cry of the
Innocent in this month's
issue. That, we trust, will
put an end to discussion of a
gig which took place nearly
three months ago. To have
generated such a flwry of
letters it must have been
either incredibly good
or one of the worst in living
memory.

What About
the Kads

THE ORIGINAL
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Dear Brum Beat,

We'd like to write to you
concerning the Nikki
Sudden  gig at the Royal
‘George as reviewed in last
month's Brum Beat. Whilst
we agree on the whole of
Steve Coxon's assessment of
Sudden & Co. (Six Hip
Princes review, Aug. '82)
why was there no mention of
the support group The
Kads, who blew Sudden and
his jaded cronies into next
week (incidentally we
hope he stays there). They
were young, good-looking
and exciting which is an
improvement on Sudden
before we even reach his
shitty 'music'.

To make amends for this
could you please give us any
info on the Kads, or even a
" feature?

Anna White, Donald Fisher,
Lynn Burgess, Mark White-
side, Claire Shread, Deb
Bennett, Jenny, Mark Hum-

phreys, Laura Fenton,
Caroline Smith, Tania
Power.

(Faithful Kads fans).

OPEN: Mon-Sat: 11-2; 6-10 Sun: 12-2; 7-10

Basically, the only reason
the support band weren't
given a mention in Steve
Coxon's review is that he
“didn't know there was one."
All our Steve saw was the
sadly inept Mr. Sudden and
his gaggle of merry men. As
for info on the Kads; lo and
behold on the very day that
your letter arrived so did
one’ from the band them-
selves. Life is full of these
happy co-incidences. They
are: Keith Ascough (guitars),
Andy Fenton (drums); Dave
Mullard. (bass); and Steve
Lambton (guitar).

Andy Fenton (drums); Dave
Mullard . (bass); and Steve
Lambton (guitar).

e e
Robson

Support

Dear Brum Beat,

I would like to thank you
for your support of the Rock
Show from Radio Nott-
ingham in July's Buzzings
column. I found this to
be the best programme on
radio in 1982 with little
competition.

I would like to know when
new radio stations open, and
what free radio stations
exist in the Midlands. It is
a pity that the programme
did not get mentioned in
Brum Beat before it was too .
late. Centre Radio's week-
day Rockola show is perhaps
the best on offer at the
moment with Jay Cooper.
But this is nowhere near as
friendly as the Radio Nott-
ingham programme.

It is* perhaps too late
to ask if you could persuade
people (especially musicians
from independent labels),
Fashion and Ubik were
played on the programme, to
write to 'The Rock Team',
Radio Nottingham, Mansfield
Road, Nottingham NG1 8JB.
Martin Perrins
Burton-on-Trent
PS: 1 have the Bomb Party
cassette.

Jaye C, as he was known
during his time at Radio
Trent, has now lost the rock
show on Centre Radio as
well - the station cut the
rock airtime [from the
nightly two hours to a mere
couple of hours at the
weekend. That leaves
Graham Neale with his
Castle Rock show on
Radio Trent. In the abscence
of any other rock-oriented
shows in the area Graham,
who you do not mention in
your letter is your

your letter is your only
chance. As far as the other
shows are concemned, judging
by the wusual response
from local radio stations
(BBC and commercial) in
the past, the rock cause is
a lost one. Most stations
are content to appeal to
the Radio 2-type audience.
The commercial stations aim
there because it's the
market with money,
the BBC can't

afford
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