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If the sigh'f' of a naked female

drcllpeq‘ ucrosshattongbstone is fa- | @09 3‘ /
miliar to you, that is because not so
long ago, the Fleet Street gutter ' ’gﬁ”ff
press had picked up on it and made it

headline news.

Under such banners as ‘‘Thanks for the
Mammary’’ and ‘‘Sick pop group in porn
occult outrage’’, Stroubridge rockers Witch-
finder General became, overnight, persona-

lities.

Their crime wasn’'t that Joanne Latham’s ample ' ToY: N,
frame had upset frilly feminists, (though in many FOI’ the flﬂESt se/ection

ways it did!), their crime was simply that the names Of Musica/ /nstruments

on the tombstones appeared on the cover of the bands

‘“‘Death Penalty’’ album. Whatever the rights and - at SPECIAL PRICES

wrongs of the issue were, what this veritable storm in

a chalice did was to heap a ton of bad publicity at the see offers on back page

door of the record company involved and brother if
ever a story needed to be told to set the record (sic)

straight, this is it. Ladies and Gentlemen . . . put your Rod Argents Music Store

hands together for . . . Heavy Metal Records.
Butts, t 611774
@ FULL STORY CENTRE PAGES 15 The Butts, Worcester (0905)
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*Paul Birch of Heavy Metal Re-
cords recently picked up the
UK rights to a rather good jazz
funk album and duly forwarded
a copy to Polydor with a view to
arranging a licensing deal. Un-
fortunately the album was re-
turned with a duplicated re-
jection note informing him that
the material was ‘‘not suitable
for release on Polydor Records
at present — and apologizing
for sending a form letter but
that this was in order to faci-
litate their intentions in being
as efficient ‘as possible, as
they'd rather spend our time
listening than writing"". In fact
Polydor's A&R department
. seem to have taken efficientcy
one step further since the
record was actually returned in
it's original shrink wrap —
unopened! Maybe this r.arks a
new step forward in A&R policy
- making decisions. Rather
than only briefly listen to the
music, Polydor have actually
dispensed with the need alto-
gether. What guideline do they
use these days — telepathy?
Mind you, judging from recent
signings perhaps this policy
has been in force longer than
we thought ... Nice to see
Magnum's “'Eleventh Hour’'
‘straight in at number 45 on the
National Album chart thus
joining fellow Brummies the
Durans, Kevin, La Armatrading
and Fun Boy Three ... Local
pirates Sounds Alternative are
now testing on FM on alternate
Thursday evenings from
around 8 p.m. — it's well worth
the twiddle to locate them on
94.2 mhz . . . . We hear that an
establishment not a million
miles from the Birmingham

~OVER:

HEARD

settlement hosted a National
Pirate Radio Convention last
week — more news from our
mole in the next issue.. . It
seems that new lan Gillan
fronted Black Sabbath are
soon to be, if not already, shut
away in the Manor Studios just
outside Oxford, recording new
material. They'll be there for a
couple of months and we hear
that the demos done thus far
are “interesting” “not unlike a
cross between Gillan (the
band) and Sabbath (the insti-
tution)”. Brum Beat's powers
of investigation. may well lead
to a Sabs exclusive, watch this
space . . . . Revamped Horizon
Studios at Coventry doing good
business lately with albums by
Witchfinder and Quartz — to
be followed by Steel Pulse.
Musical Youth also due shortly

Beat lensman Mel James fi-
nally landed by the wonderful
Margaret who did the nuptual
bit on May 21st ... Rumours
abound that CBS have offered
a mere 5 million quid in an
attempt to ink Duran Duran as

_ the EMI deal nears expiry. The

Durans and EMI deny any “‘im-
minent’ split — especially in
view of the fact that their 3rd
album HAS to be through EMI.
Brum Beat currently checking
the piggy bank with a view to
making a counter offer . . - We
hear that the 12 piece 747 are
really something special. Their
fortunes are being guided by

Clive Richie — ex-mine host at
the Golden Eagle, The Bourne-
brook and now out in the wilds
of Longbridge . . . too long ago
to carry a review — but the
Stylistics were merely won-
derful at the Night Out. ..
Mike Davies seen investing
wisely at Bernies Real Ale Off
Licence in Harborne. His
current tipple is a potent
Belgian beer quantly named
Mort Subite — it means
Sudden Death! — It is reported
that Duran Duran’s John
Taylor is recording an album
with Scott Gorham and Daryn
Warton of Thin Lizzy. We hold
our breath.

and from LORD
HAW HAW ...

* RADIO AND TV FUN

for overdubs . . . Veteran Brum - |

Interesting rumours re-
garding the future managerial
structure of BRMB, assuming
they retain the franchise.

Current MD David Pinnell is
scheduled to retire (hence
certain scenes of agitation at
mention of his name on last
issue's column) and the most
likely successor to the post
would appear to be the current
Programme Controller Bob
Hopton. In the light of Hop-
turn’s unpredictable (and so-
mesay downright bizzare)
station policy in his present
post this likely promotion can
surely not bode well for on-

going stability let alone in-
ternal morale. Drawn - faced
rumourmongers also suggest
that likelys#ailhanger PC to
Hopton's MD may well be
current promotions manager
David Bagley, although some
voices have whispered Robin
Valk as a dark horse in the race’
but more knowing and ob-
servant eyes have already
dismissed this prospect as
pure fancy. Interesting fuel to
the gossip is that Tony Gillham
(former Head of Music at
Mercia and currently PC at
some hinterland station} has
been seen at BRMB along with
other ‘strange’ visitors. The
likelihood of these calls being
for personal pleasure or for a
guided tour seems highly un-
likely.

Ironic touch to Central's Girl
of the Year fiasco is that when
the filming in Jamaica was
called off over union squabbles
the programme executives al-
ready in the tropical climes had
to fly back home. All save for
Ted Trimmer who was elected
as responsible for chaperoning
the contestants who were gua-
ranteed the West Indies trip.
Seemns that poor Ted suffers
from a skin ailment that
renders him highly allergic to
the Jamaican sunshine!

Tongue wags that David Wil-
liams — the man who guided
the popularity rise of Pebble
Mill at One and who Neil
Sedaka once remarked was the
only man to fully capture his
adonis - like looks — has been
sacked after previously being
booted up to Radio 4. Without
Williams' guiding hand now will
Treadmill ever be the same?

VENUE NEWS

I’s been a lamentable fact for some time
that Birmingham has very few ‘live’ venues,
night spots where punters can go and
witness artistes in the flesh rather than expe-
rience mere aural satisfaction via vinyl.

Well, three ‘new' live attractions have ap-
peared over the last couple of months and the

success (or lack of!) of each can be judged as the .
intrepid Brumbeat team visited and 1alke(_:| to the

people involved.

Firstly, Debbie Fussell headed for the Railway in
Curzon Street where Freddie Waite, once reggae
superstar’ dad fo two Musical Youths and producer of
such stars as Sugar Minott, has refurbished one of
Brum's foremost pub enues. What were his plans for the
Railway?

“The Railway has a history of live music. | was lucky to get here
and now that | am here | am going to keep up the tradition and
update it a bit for the benefit of the poeple in the business. It is
very difficult to get the P.R.’s from London to come up here,
people who are actually going to do something for a band. I'm
going to create the atmosphere where these people will want to
come and listen to bands"". ;

What advantage does the Railway have over other
venues?

“|t already has so many things, like a reputation, and there are
more things | am trying to create. Most bands go out and they
can't afford PA’s, they can't afford lights, I've tried to cut these
costs by installing a house PA and lighting rig and developing the
right environment to play in. | think about the musicians because
I'm a musician first. I've spent an enormous amount of money on
refurbishment. The business has been good to me, so | want to put
something back into it."” :

Until now, the Railway has been primarly a rock
venue, will there be a lot of reggae bands now?

“No. This place is meant for all types of music. There will be all
kinds of music here because it is not only for the musicians but for
the people.” .

Fred squashes any rumours that Musical Youth might
play at the Railway.

“We've got to remember that this is a public house and they are
juniors". 2 :

Which seems a pity but he hopes to emulate the lads
success with his own backing band, 10-4. An album and
single are due out shortly and at the end of June, they all
descend on Jamaica to take part in the Reggae Sunsplash
Festival. But, evenin his absence, the Railway will carry
on doing what it's best at, providing good live music. The
current break down is as follows: Mondays: 10-4,
Thursdays: Trouble, Fridays: The Flying Doctors,
Saturdays: Bandanna.

Meanwhile, on the other side of town, Faces
French, the Midland Discotheque Of The Year
1982, is giving over a Monday night to live music.

Under the banner **Kilohertz'', the evening will reflect
current music and current fashion. Katu played at the
first gio, (see review page) and Landscape made a
personal appearance. Other bands have included Smart
Young Men, Danse De Feu and Club 21. The success of
Kilohertz has yet to be guaged, as usual it depends on the
quality of the performer(s) and the quantity of punters
that furn up but it is @ measure of the attraction of live

-music, that the citys leaaing night club should feel the

need to put bands on. Long may Kilohertz carry on.

The non - success concerns Snobs in Paradise Curcus,
where live music has been taking place on a Thursday
night for around two months. Our own intrepid reporter,
Sister Ray, visited Snobs on the occasion of the recent
Philip Jap concert and was verbally nailed to the wall.

“Where were you when we needed you?"'

“Why didn’t you write about us at the outset of our Thursday
night live music scene?"’ g

Probably because we weren't informed of the clubs

- activities but, suffice to say that the Tin Tin gig (see

Reviews), will be the last that directly involves the Snobs
management although Swans Way played soon after but
did so independently. Snobs manager Wally Truscott put
it thus: .

“I'd be lying if | said it was successful. We tried to give people
something different on Thursdays. Everyone moans about the
deadness of nightlife in Birmingham, but when we did do
something, there was little support from the public.”

In all honesty, Snobs have a point but surely with the
kind-of acts Snobs were booking (national, aspiring
talent, sound major record company backing), it should
have been successful and merely to blame the Bir-
mingham public again isn't only adopting an ostrich -
like approach, it's also akin to wearing a blindfold whist
doing so!

So, there it is . .. the Railway, spring cleaned and
ambitious . . . Faces, new and potential packed . ..
Snobs, if only but . . . Two out of three ain’t bad.

ROCK

EVERY WEDNESDAY

Sounds & Lights by
Steve Roberts
Doors open 745 p m_

NIGHT(

LIVE ACTS

4th SHY
8th K2

OLD CROWN & CUSHION,
PERRY BARR, BIRMINGHAM
Busexcl1, 90, 91, 46, 33, 51, 52, 99, 107 AND §13.

Y Pricet Wi

JUNE AT THE GRAPE

15th CHARADE
18th SHADY DEALS
23rd SYSTEM X
30th RAG DOLLS

FRIDAY HM DISCO

with Tony Craig

(no dress restrictions)
*DISCOS EVERY NIGHT

*3DJs:

Mel James, Mark Lewis, Tony Craig
* ROOM & HOUSE PA (13K)
£40.00 per night

40 capacity room for FREE!

BIRMINGHAM

*MIDWEEK PARTY BOOKINGS

THE GRAPES, HILL STREET,

SHORT

CUTS

FESTIVE
FROLICS

During the weekend of
June 3rd, 4th and 5th, a folk
festival will take place at
Furnace End, Over Whi-
tacre, Warwickshire.
Amongst the array of ar-
tistes booked so far are
Tommy Dempsey, The
Campbells, Band of Hope
and Glory, Hobnail,
Maurice and the Minors
and Last Details. Other at-
tractions are stalls,
childrens sports, skittles
and an afternoon fete. So,
for something completely
different, why not head off
to Furnace End.

Cozy here
ain’tit?

That exiled Brummie
skin basher, Cozy Powell,

“now resident drum ma-

chine in Whitesnake, re-
leases a solo album on
Polydor and it rejoices in
theftitle “Octopuss”. Some.
say it marks a new de-
parture in Cozy's career,
bhut we say never mind
the.....

Who would?
Winwood . . ..

Another exiled
Brummie (how many
more can you find? —Ed)
Stevie Winwood returns to
his mother city for an
Odeon gig on July 10th.
Steve, late of Spencer
Davis, Traffic, Blind Faith
and Stevie Winwood used
to live in Kingstanding, an
area.of Brum well - known
for it's rock heroes (it says
here!). His band is all
American and the gig is
part of a European tour
that -began on May 27 in
Norway. An album is due
out on Island after the four.

Hart to Hart. . ..

John Hart and Martin
Hart, aka Secret Harts
have a hearty new single
‘“Dance like Boy, Dance
like Girl’’ out on Warner
Bros, so it’s/ heartily well
done to all concerned.

TWIST ON

June looks like being a
good month for local band
Twist. They play the Duma
Express, June 16th, the
Triangle Arts Centre on
June 18th and the Gla-
stonbury Fayre on June
21st and 22nd. All dates to
be confirmed at the time of
going to press.

Upstairs
on the road

Do you like The Man
Upstairs? Do you like their
alternative Jazz ap-
proach? Here’s your op-
portunity to judge this
month: June 18th — Not-
tingham University, June
21st — Arches, Wolver-
hampton, June 24th — Not-
tingham University, June
29th — The Asylum, Not-
tingham.

Plug that Leuk_e. .

Former Dexy's key-
board man Any Leake is
set to re-surface in July
with a single and an album
out on Beggars Banauet.







