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The New Mitec VS32 Vary Desk - on demo now!
The Mitec Vary Desk System offers more possibilities than you can probably think of. A unigue combination of of traditional
o split console and In-Line technology effectively giving you three desks in one - Split Console, Studio In-Line Console, or a
o PNl combination of both. The system also has growth potential in that it is modular, and extra modules ca be added. Vary Desk
s ol also offers internal auto MIDI muting system. At just over £11,000 for a 32:32:8:2 configuration you must demo this
o remarkable new console. Call us now, we would love to give you more details, and arrange a demo.
o < :
(p] E Imagine... _ Groove Tubes...au'di-0
D footswitch simulation, fast preset system and more. .. address condenser microphone
) EG. b intended for the most critical
Qo = Imagine... applications, particularly where
o « Preset Control over patching, mixing, and gain of all MIDI and digital signal processing and/or
- g' non-MIDI effects in your rack. recording is involved.
Qo s s im Contemporary vacuum tube
k o ﬁ It's All Here! technology provides a sweetness
[y AN and warmth which offsets what is
LWL - The Sound Sculpture MIDI Crosspatch MC-8 will bring out all the typically described as the sterile or
Q E’ performance your rack was meant to deliver for an amazing £595 brittle sonic character of digital
*Q 7 inc VAT. Use it with your keyboards, guitar, bass guitar, or other technology. This makes familiar
& o instruments, on stage or in the studio. sounds more real, more satisfying.
N = ¥ This is especially important for
H w Questions? vocals, acoustic instruments, brass
(«n B ¥ and strings.
g ~ §i| We love to talk. Call us now to find out how the MC-8 can be the Now available in the UK for only
T 'E centre of your ultimate rack system. £950 (complete with transformer).
®
™ ==
< 7 We Are Main Dynaudi i Tascam & Fostex.
g = Stockists for: M Series Monitors T TR
LK ; Tascam, Fostex, BSS, Probably the most impressive the MSR24S and the GZ’-‘S !
¢ = TC Electronic, Tubetech, monitor speaker system you Calt_us now to arrange a side
e Mitec, Groove Tubes could wish to hear by side demonstration of both
E‘l } Dynaudjuacnustins, Eventide, Make sure you listen these amazing multitracks.
|  Lexicon, NLE, Adcom, to your mix, not your
'| Electrovoice, JBL, Behringer, monitors.......call now to The New Tascam 3700 -
| Sound Sculpture, Drawmer. arrange a demo. in stock and on demo now!!

_ SRIKSTATION
O ER £700.00 OFF
_________ M NUFACTURERS

REC ODMMENDED PRICE

JONLY £1199.00

INC. VAT

LIMITED STOCKS
NEW AND BOXED
DON T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY TO OWN THE
YAHAMA FLAGSHIP FOR A FRACTION OF IT'S
NORMAL PRICE!

Tlahrs M-

v WHAT MUSICIANS NEED
4, SMALLBROOK QUEENSWAY, BIRMINGHAM. TEL: 021 643655
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New Single

SUGARY SWEET LIES OF GOLD
Released Monday 16th March

MIDLAND DATES
24th March « Coventry Polytechnic
26th March - The Hibernian
70 Pershore Road, 021-472 0136
12th May - J. B.'s, Dudley




CELEBRATION
TIME!

We reckon that a little trumpet
blowing is in order! This edition
of Brum Beat is a double celebra-
tion: The first excuse touncork a
bottle or two rests with the first
anniversary of the take-over of
the magazine by Brum Beat Ltd;
the second is the publication’s
twelfth birthday! That makes
this mag unigue, we know of no
other independent mag of such
stature that has remained con-
stant in its efforts to establish,
nurture and publicise the talents
of a region. Talents that include
those of writers and cntics
alongside those of the musicians
who inspire us all.

But it's not only a time for reflec-
tion, Brum Beat this month wel-
comes the Virgin Megastore on
board as sponsor of the
Recorded Delivery pages. As
part of therr support they have
given Brum Beat readers their
pledge that every record, tape,
CD or video reviewed in these
pages that is commercially avail-
able, will either be in stock or
available to order. What's more,
every £5 spent in the Virgin
Megastore up until the end of
August earns stamps that are
redeemable for more goodies.
Up to £18 worth per full card, if
you collect enough stamps, in
fact!

So it's happy birthday to us with
a promise that things are gonna
get better all the time,

Watch this space ...

WHEN | THINK
OF ALL THE
GOOD TIMES ...

.. that are coming Birmingham's
way courtesy of Good Times, a
new outfit determined to bring
fine music to the region, | feel a
kind of warmth, a glow of, well
let's just say, musicality. Set for
March are excellent singer-wri-
ter Jay Turner at The Junction

STEVE GIBBONS

(3rd); Steve Gibbons Band - a St
Patrick's special with free Guin-
ness - The Junction (17th); John
Campbell, the rockin’ stompin’
blueser who blew Buddy Guy off
stage at Brum Town Hall
recently, at The Insh Centre
(18th). April sees the Junction
good times move from Tuesday
to Thursday kicking off with the
excellent Terry Clarke (April
2nd).

Later that month David Halley, a
fine Texan writer-picker, co-
headlines with "Pick Of The Year’
star in both "90 and "91, Terry
Clarke at The Junction (April
23rd).

Good Times also have a rare
acoustic appearance by the
much raved over by Bob Dylan
singer-writer, Paul Brady. That's
set for April 30th at The Insh
Centre.

JOHN CAMPBELL

MUSIC VENUE
LATE LICENCE
SHOCK!

The Golden Cross, to be found in
Lichfield Road, Aston has been
granted a 1am drinking licence
for Thursday, Friday and Satur-
day nights. What's more there's
live music to be found on those
very nights. The venue has its
own in house PA system and
Thursday night is dedicated to
Jam Sessions when all pickers
are welcome. In fact musos get
in free whilst Joe Public pays £2
(Students and UB40s £1).

CAKE LABEL
LAUNCH

Local club legends Nigel Blunt
and DJ Dick, promoters of Bir-
mingham’s  hippest  dance
nights, have launched The Cake
Label. Named after the dance
nights, the aim of the project is
to take, as yet, unrecognised
Midlands talents all the way to
national notoriety.

If you've got demos or masters
that could be the icing on The
Cake Label, send 'em to P.O.
Box 2571, Birmingham B30 1BZ.
First release from the label is a
12" from B'Ham's Onginal Roc-
kers entitled "Breathless’'.

CANNOCK'S
FAT ROCK

Cannock goes rock crazy with
the opening of Fat Willy's, a new
Sunday night venue at 83 High
Green. The action runs from 7 'til
11 with live bands on stage at
B8.30. Neck oil is pegged at bar
prices and admission s £3.
What's more the attractions are
the region’s best, check March
for example with Robin George
(March 1), Shy aka Black Cat (8],
Briar (15), Radio Moscow (22)
and Marshall Law (29). Call 0543
H03666 if you want to know
more,

JOHN MARTYN

HIBERNIAN
couP

The Hibernian, situated in Selly

Park's Pershore Road, has
cemented its position as prime
roots venue by landing the great
John Martyn for two exclusive
shows in April. Martyn will
appear at the venue on the 13th
and 14th in duo mode rather than
with a full band. This should give
fans a chance to savour his
unigue guitar picking once more.
The venue has asked us to
apologise for the rescheduling of
the Davy Spillane gig announced
last month. Spillane and band are
now set for May 9th.

A late booking for The Hib, which
also has excellent restaurant and
bar facilities folks, is The Kassala
Brothers, a great African outfit,
dropping in on March 19th.
Bands looking to play the venue
should send tapes to Paul clo
The Hibernian, Pershore Road,
Selly Park, Birmingham.

CROWDED, ER,
SHOP: FREE!

Crowded House are playing a
free lunchtime gig in Birmin-
gham City centre on the same
day as their headlining show at
the Town Hall. The great Austra-
lian popsters appear at the new
HMV Shop in the Pavilions at
2pm on March 5th,
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KEVIN WILSON
AT THE
HIPPODROME

No, not ours. Be sensible, how
many would be daft enough to
turn out to see the writer of
Space Junk and Print Out in con-
cert!

No, this is Kevin 'Bloody’ Wilson,
the ‘Lovable Larnkin’. Or to put it
another way, the Austrahan
comic who prefers his humour
XAXX !

The language is 'earthy outback’
as Kev shoots down sacred
cows with pinpoint accuracy.
Wilson has an awesome live
reputation which, for those
unable or too prim to attend the
March 29th Birmingham Hippod-
rome show, iS captured on a
Polygram Video called, with
some originality, ‘Kevin Bloody
Wilson The Lovable Larrikin’.

Erl What the lager is a ‘larrikin'?

CANDI SAYS ...

.. that Edwards No 8 is the place
to be on Thursday March 5th.
Why? Because that's when Can-
diRock, in association with
Robannas Rehearsal Studio are
presenting a showcase of local
rock power.

Five bands will feature in a non
stop night of talent that kicks off
at 8pm prompt with Assassin.
The rest of the gig goes like this;
Borderline, India Tag, Wyche
and bill toppers A.R.K.

Doors open at 7.30 so have your
£3 ready and form a queue now.

MORE BIZARRE

‘Bizarre 1" is a cassette sampler
of current sounds from the Mid-
lands masterminded by Alex of
Morthampton's Venus Fly Trap.
The album showcases fourteen
of the region’s hard gigging band
inciuding  Mercenary  Tree
Freaks, Voodoo Sioux, Attrition,
Stress, The Eternal and more.
Contact Bizarre at PO Box 210,
Northampton NN2 6AU

MLM

MEGASTORES

CD’s
CASSETTES
ALBUMS
VIDEOS
SINGLES

T-SHIRTS
POSTERS
CONCERT
TICKETS

25 QUEEN SQUARE
WOLVERHAMPTON
0902 26876

MIKE LLOYD MUSIC

WOLVERHAMPTON'S LARGEST INDEPENDENT MUSIC STORE
S.U. DISCOUNT

SELECTION

REGULAR UK RELEASES.
ROCK, INDIE, BLUES, ETC
PLUS IMPORTS FROM
AROUND THE WORLD;
LIMITED EDITIONS,
SPECIAL PRICES, BOX SETS,
SECOND HAND
BARGAINS, DISCOUNTED
CHART TITLES, AND MORE

10%
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TRADE-IN
WE TAKE YOUR

UNWANTED CD’s, TAPES

DISCOUNT

OFF FULL PRICE

CD’s, TAPES & ALBUMS ON

PRODUCTION OF YOUR
STUDENT UNION CARD

AND ALBUMS IN
EXCHANGE FOR CAS
ORTOWARDS NEW
TITLES ALL TITLES
CONSIDERED MUST BE IN
GOOD CONDITION.
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® DOGFOOD & THE
CANTELS launch March
at The Sunhouse (at The
City Tavern, Bishopgate
Street, Birmingham. 021
643 4394) with an
appearance on the 2nd.
The rest of the month
tempts like this:- Sheriff
B /Brian Duffy / L.A. Bass
(9), State Of Groove / Jain
Faith / Crystal Injection
(16), Box Em Domies /
High Tree Vogue (23),
Delicious Monster /
World Service (30).
Factory Circus appear at
the venue on April 6th.

® CURVE, the indie band
creating the biggest buzz
since The Stone Roses,
are on the road to
promote their
‘Doppelganger’ album.
They play Birmingham
University (March 15) and
Wolverhampton Wulfrun
Hall (31).

CURVE
@ THE BLUES (at The

Bear) had a baby and they

called it ‘Blues & Cajun
Party Night'. Not as
snappily christened as
the last offspring,
rock’n’roll, but a sure sign
that Tuesday nights at
The Bear Tavern in
Bearwood are so
successful that an
expansion into related
areas has become
inevitable! The Tuesdays
will remain dedicated to
quality blues whilst
Fridays, initially once a
month, will be
steadfastly committed to
blues and cajun hoe-
downs. Kicking off on
March 6th will be Howlin’
Wilf And The Vee Jays
with future attractions
confirmed as Mighty
House Rockers (April 3),
Cajun Special (May 1) and
Mean Red Spiders (June
6).

@ OUR EAGLEEYED
reader probably noticed
that Paul Flower had
multiplied to Flowers on
the cover! This was no
mistake, merely a
reference to his trinity of
talents. Likewise the pic
of Warren Beattie was in
no way connected to
actor Beatty, rather it was
a rare shot of the heir to
the Midlands department
store fortune. (Er, do you
think they'll believe it?
Ed.)

@ THE MERIEL TRAP'S
Psycho-T tells us that just
one mention in this
illustrious mag has
netted the band an
abundance of A&R and
agency interest. Mr. T
also tells us that the
Meriels are in need of a
keyboard/effects
operator and that said
knob twiddler should
contact Daz on 0384
440747 after 5.30 pm.
Those not into knob
manipulation may like to
know of The Keriel Trap
Info Service which
resides at Trap Out, Flat 6,
Knoyle Court, Scotts
Road, Stourbridge.

@ NICE TO SEE that the
influential take note of
Brum Beat. Within days
of the January edition
hitting the streets, Radio
WM boss Tony Inchley,
having seem him
described as a radio
presenter without a
show, had a letter in the
post to our man Paul
Flower offering him a gig!
Paul accepted and began
as the Night Moves
anchorman on February
16th.

@ MUCH TIPPED in these
Pages, THE SATYRS have
signed to Anxious
Records. Presently
gigging in Europe, the
band expect the next
single to be out April
time, to be co-produced
by Curve’s Toni Halliday
and Ride knob-twiddler
Alan Moulder.

MEGA CITY FOUR

@ DAVID TRAVIS
continues to blanket
Brum with interesting
gigs, this month finds
Bleach at The Barrel
Organ (9), A House /
Marie McCormack (Barrel
Organ, 16), lan McCulloch
(B’Ham University, 16),
Ride / Mercury Rev (The
Hummingbird, 17), The
Frank & Walters (The
Barrel Organ, 29). Look
out for Dr. Robert at The
Barrel Organ on April 1st
and don't forget, as if
you’'d want to, The Freak
Scene featuring The Click
Club, Go For Your Guns
and The Cavalcade Of
Perversion every other
Saturday at The Institute;
March dates are the 14th
and 28th.

SOUNDGARDEN

@® TOMMARTIN and Sam @ SOUNDGARDEN, the
Cornwell want you to self declared Seattle rock-
know that THE gurus, suppoprted by
OUTSIDERS CD/cassette hardcore thrashers,
reviewed last issue is Corrosion Of Conformity,
available by mail order at will be rocking The
£10 (CD) and £5 (tape) in Institute in downtown
P&P from Sam Cornwell, Birmingham on March
PO Box 2418, Moseley, 30th.
Birmingham B14 7HD. g ROSA
® MEGA CITYFOURdrop  wyojyerhampton’s
into Birmingham'’s current contenders, will
?;Tf"'"gb"d on March be hoping that the A&R

in !_‘hn hope thgt they genie pops up when they
can whip up a buying play Wolverhampton,

frenzy for their shiny new
Big Life LP, ‘Sebastopol
Road’, which is actually
rather good. Midway Still
provide the support.

Aladdins cave on March
3rd.

@ THE CATAPULT CLUB
is back at full stretch with
The Rising / State Of
Groove / The Sherbet
(March 2), The Pink
Dandelions / Roostervelt
/ The Haywires (9), Kirk's
Equator + DJs (16) and
Mice And Men / Rhyme

- And Reason / Kick FC (23).

Doors open at 8.30 for

e these Monday night

extravaganzas and
admission is £2. Bands
wishing to play the club
should send demos etc.
to Catapult records, 140a
Alcester road, Moseley,
Birmingham B13 8HS.

DOODLEBUG
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@ DOODLEBUG,
WEIRD’'S WAR and
BLIPVERT launch a
nationwide Brum talent
assault with a hometown
gig in The Warwick Room
of Birmingham's
Hummingbird on Sunday
March 22nd. With good
reviews and a growing
following pushing them
on Doodlebug and
Weird’'s War then march
on to Bournemouth,
Poole, The Mean Fiddler
and more.

@ THE ‘YOU TURN your
back and it moves’ dept!
The great Southside
Johnny And The Asbury
Jukes gig set for Junction
10 is now at Birmingham
Institute on Wednesday
March 4th. Miss this gig
at your peril.

g i

SOUTHSIDE JOHNNY






