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The New Mitec V832 Vary Desk - on demo now!

The Mitec Vary Desk System offers more possibilities than you can probably think of, A unique combination of of traditional
split console and In-Line technology effectively giving you three desks in one - Split Console, Studio In-Line Console, or a
combination of both. The system also has growth potential in that it is modular, and extra modules ca be added. Vary Desk
also offers internal auto MIDI muting system. At just over £11,000 for a 32:32:8:2 configuration you must demo this
remarkable new console. Call us now, we would love to give you more details, and arrange a demo.

Imagine...
MIDI controller capability,
footswitch simulation, fast preset system and more...

Imagine...

Preset Control over patching, mixing, and gain of all MIDI and
non-MIDI effects in your rack.

it's All Here!

0691 658549

The Sound Sculpture MIDI Crosspatch MC-8 will bring out all the
performance your rack was meant to deliver for an amazing £595
inc VAT. Use it with your keyboards, guitar, bass guitar, or other
instruments, on stage or in the studio.

Questions?

We love to talk. Call us now to find out how the MC-8 can be the
centre of your ultimate rack system.

Groove Tubes...au'di-o0

The Groove Tubes MC-1 is a side
address condenser microphone
intended for the most critical
applications, particularly where
digital signal processing and/or
recording is involved.
Contemporary vacuum tube
technology provides a sweeiness
and warmth which offsets what is
typically described as the sterile or
brittle sonic character of digital
technology. This makes familiar
sounds more real, more satisfying.
This is especially important for
vocals, acoustic instruments, brass
and strings.

Now available in the UK for only
£950 (complete with transformer).

0691 658550 Fax
24 Church Street, Oswestry, Shropshire SY11 2SP

We Are Main. Dynaudioacoustics
Stockists for: M Series Monitors
o Tascam, Fostex, BSS, Probably the most impressive
o5 TC Electronic, Tubetech, monitor speaker system you
bovnse Mitec, Groove Tubes could wish to hear.
Dynaudioacoustics, Eventide, Make sure you listen
; Lexicon, NLE, Adcom, to your mix, not your
Electrovoice, JBL, Behringer, monitors.......call now to
Sound Sculpture, Drawmer. arrange a demo.

Tascam & Fostex.

We are main dealers for both
the MSR24S and the G24S |
Call us now to arrange a side
by side demonstration of both
these amazing multitracks.

The New Tascam 3700 -
in stock and on demo now!!

-

MENDED PRICE

NLY £1199.00

lNc VAT All you up and coming Bands out there
> - promote your own group and raise Funds

LIMITED STOCKS
NEW AND BOXED *
DON'T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY TO OWN THE

at the same time.
Sell top quality heavy weight Tee's
with your own personalized design.

YAHAMA FLAGSHIP FOR A FRACTION OF IT'S We supply NEDS ATOMIC DUSTBIN and other

riahwa \A-

NORMAL PRICE!

top Brummie bands.
We can also supply Caps, Stickers and
other promo items.

P.A.K. Manufacturing + Supply
WHAT MUSICIANS NEED

1, SMALLBROOK QUEENSWAY, BIRMINGHAM. TEL: (21 643 465

32 HIGH STREET, BROCKMOOR, BRIERLEY HILL
0384 263590 - ASK FOR PETE




® KOR
KOROVA-
TIME

Korova Milk Bar launch their third
Chapter 22 single on May 18th.
The 12" only release features
‘Seen It All Now’ and "Top Of The
"World, both recorded at Red-
ditch's Workshop Studios with
PWE!'s Mr March at the controis.

Meanwhile the departure of
bassman Tony has led to a reshuf-
fle with Kevin tackling the four
stringed maching and ex-Surf
Drum/Felt guitarman Richard Left
being drafted in on the six-strnnger.
The new line up can be seen at
B'ham's Barrel Organ on Thursday
May 7th and The City Tavern on
Monday May 11th.

Future Korova plans include the
release of a Chapter 22 mini-album
entitled 'Milkplus' sometime in
June.

BRIAR 45

You could be forgiven for thinking
that the headline refers to the band
members average age as the
Brum rockers have been around sO
long! In fact it heralds the launch of
a new own label seven inch that
couples 'All She Wants' and "To
My Door’ both of which are set 1o
feature on the soon come album,
‘Hard Time' and both of which
were recorded in the lads’ own
eight track studio. Both items are
on the Shotgun Charlie label.

The band celebrate ten years of
unwavering self belief with gigs at
West Brom's Coach And Horses
May 2) and London/Walth-
amstow's Royale Standard (31).

RHYME,
RHYTHM'N’
ROOTS

Britain's leading black perfor-
mance poets come together to
launch Word Of Mouth, a new
monthly showcase of the liveliest
poets on the live circuit. Word Of

VA MILK BAR

Mouth relaunches Birmingham's
Old Rep Theatre as a venue for pro-
fessional performance.

Two varied line-ups of poets
including Sister Netifa, Maquap:
Selassie, Su Andi and Muhammad
Yusuf with Rock’N'Rule make up
the two bills, with the first show on
May 17 and the second on June
14.

Word Of Mouth is the brainchild of
Trinidadian jazz poet Muhammad
Yusuf. Having travelled interna-
tional stages performing his dis-
tinctive music and poetry, Yusuf
felt it wonic that there wasn't an
outlet for live poetry in the second
city, his adopted hometown.

With his band, Rock'N'Rule
Muhammad will compere the
events and provide the poemology
- their distinctive fusion of black
music and poetry from around the
world, including jazz, latin, calypso
hip-hop and reggae.

Sister Netifa's May 17 perfor-
mance will be her first since an
international tour taking in Ger
many, Japan and Jamaica. Man-
chester's Su Andi is one of Bri-
tain's most in demand live poets,
renowned for her witty, passion-
ate feminist verse

Tickets and further details from the
Old Rep box office in Birmin-
gham’s Station Street or on 021
236 2392,

US SONGWRITING
GREATS LAUNCH
UK TOUR IN BRUM

Two brilliant American singer
songwriters are set to launch a
unique tour at Harborne’s Junction
on Wednesday July 1st. A date
which is one of only four to take
place in Britain!

Tom Pacheco is well known 10
local afficionados from a number
of brilliant gigs in recent years.
Tom Russell has not appeared loc-
ally before and before this gig will
never have played an acoustic set
in the UK.

Pacheco will be accompanied on
this occasion by an, as yet un-
named, US session guitar player
whilst Russell will be bringing in
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BRUM BEAT understands that the initiative for the Villa Park event came from the UB 40
organisation itself. The band are, it seems, extremely keen to endorse the ‘City Come Alive’
jamboree, which they see as a great kick start for the current Birmingham scene. It appears
that the band, who must rate as Birmingham's biggest export industry at the present time,
were surprised that no one had approached them to become involved in their hometown'’s
event and so decided to grasp the initiative themselves.

BRUM BEAT is certain that UB 40's endorsement of a pop music festival organised by a body
independent of the Sounds Like Birmingham / City of Music non-event will be seen in some
quarters as a deserved snub to local officialdom that by and large displays an absolute
indifference to popular and youth culture.

It cannot have escaped anyone's notice that whilst second city Birmingham is The City Of
Music, the relatively small Norwich has stolen all of the pop limelight (as well as sponsorship,
media coverage and Radio One showcases!).

The UBs Villa Park extravaganza is just the national profile event needed to redress the

balance.

Likewise, details of other acts is speculative though mention has been made of Chrissie

Hynde, Robert Palmer and of Dave Wakeling flying in from his new home in the States to front
a one off reformation of The Beat!

Incidentally, there is a need for musically clued up helpers with the ‘50 Years’ fest. If you're
qualified call Different Aesthetics on 021456 4181 or Brum Beat on 021 643 88989.

® BRIAR

Andy Hardin, his legendary lead
guitarman.

It will be a unique opportunity to
witness the cream of American
singer-writers in a club setting in
Birmingham

Tickets are now on sale at £5 (ad-

vance, £6 on the door). Call Steve
Morris on 021 643 8899 for details.

BLUES SERMONS

THE REVEREND BROWN AND
THE EARLY BIRDS, currently carv-
ing out a niche as the region’s pre-
mier blues bashers have Sunday
services at the following places of
worship this month; The Kings
Head, Bearwood (May 10), Birmin-
gham Barrel Organ  (17), - The
Lagoon, Tipton (24) and The
Breedon Bar, Kings Norton (31).

UB40 TO HEADLINE HOMETOWN FESTIVAL
LOCAL SUPERSTARS VOLUNTEER TO SAVE THE YEAR OF MUSIC!

UBA40 are set to headline a one day music feast at Villa Park on Saturday July 11th.
The news was given exclusively to BRUM BEAT by Different Aesthetics Arts & Cultural
Management, the event co-ordinators. :

It is a fitting crown to the ‘City Come Alive / 50 Years of Popular Music in Birmingham’ festival
set to swamp the City with great local born rock and pop music from June 15th to July 15th.

Brum Beat stresses that at the time of going to press there were no finalised details and ticket
availability had not been set. Watch this space.

1 S f er

ASTON VILLA
LEISURE CENTRE
SUNDAY 31st MAY 7.30 pm

Tickets: £9.00

™ Available from B/O Tel:021 328 5377

(credit cards accepted), Odeon
Theatre, Ticket Shop Birmingham,
MLM Wolverhampton &
Poster Place Coventry
(subject to booking fee)

HEW ALBUM ‘HORMOMALLY YOURS' OUT NOW
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DIVIDE TO
CONQUER!

That's the way it seems as The
Great Divide, fresh from support-
ing chart stars Pele, bring their
‘pop laced disco-cow punk’ to Bir-
mingham's Newman College (May
15), Westhill College, B'ham (16)
and Cheltenham and Gloucester
College (23).

The band also have gigs, or |igs as
they quaintly name these events,
at London's fabled Powerhaus and
Mean Fiddler establishments
before returning to this locality to
headline The Lichfield Fringe Festi-
val in July.

The Great Divide have a 24 Hour
Gig Information Service on 0543
452892

COMMITTED
GIGGING

Andrew Strong aka Commitments
frontman, Deco (a description he's
probably pissed off with) brings his
own show to Birmingham's Hum-
mingbird on Saturday June 6th.

Strong has already sold out the
capital's Town & Country Club on
several occasions, each one
packed to the rafters. So with this
date being hot on the heels of the
‘Commitments 2' album and with
the ‘Commitments’ video set to
hog the top of the rental chart,
immediate purchase of tickets is
not only advisable but mandatory.

REVITALISED
LOU FOR
SCOTT'S
SEASON

Lou Dalgliesh reappears after time
off the road to wrte and
strengthen the band with a clutch
of prestigious dates at Birmin-
gham's Ronnie Scott’s Club.

2

A series of successful one nighters
supporting Thomas Lang comes o
a close on Sunday May 3rd though
Lou and the band can leave the
equipment in place as a week’s
residency supporting legendary
latin jazz hero Mongo 'Watermelon
Man' Santamaria kicks off the fal-
lowing night, Monday May 4th.
Lou will appear mightly at the
venue, an intimate spot well suited
to her brand of quality, through to
May 9th.

WORLD SERIES
FOR
BIRMINGHAM

World Unlimited are set to present
the best sernies of World music yet
seen in Birmingham.

They kick off with Ali Hassan
Kuban at The Hibernian, Selly Park
on Fnday May Bth. Kuban is an
Egyptian singer/multi instrumen
talist who has been a major star
back home for well over 30 years.
He is regarded as one of the prime
architects of the Nubian sound and
15 currently number one in Egypt
with “‘Walk Like A Nubian',
Francisco Ulloa's current Globes-
tyle album is snappily ttled
‘Merengue! Up-Up-Tempo Dance
Dynamite From The Dominican
Republic; a fair descnption of
what's on offer at The Hibernianon
Thursday May 14th. The scene
moves to Birmingham's Town Hall
on Friday May 22nd for 'Roots,
Strings'n'Things', a celebration of
Afro-Caribbean and Afro-Latin cul-
ture with Crucial Music, Afro-Bloc,
Jamma and Mr Maestro
Zimbabwean |it is the order of the
night on Saturday May 30 when
Staben Mawire & The Famous
Seven co headline with The
Maungwe Brothers at The
Moseley Dance Centre. From the
same continent but very different
in style is West Kenyan, Abana Ba
Nasery, an acoustic tnio with
rhythm power provided by scraped
Fanta bottle. They're at The Hiber-

FOR LEGAL AND BUSINESS
ADVICE ON ALL ASPECTS OF
THE MUSIC BUSINESS
CONTACT

JOHN EAGLE
TYNDALLWOODS
8 MILLICHIP
SOLICITORS

51-52 Calthorpe Road
Edgbaston
Birmingham B15 1DR

021-454 7996
Legal aid may be available

i

® ALI HASSAN KUBAN

nian, Selly Park on Thursday June
dth.

Finally it's off to swamp country
when Louisiana’s finest appear at
Birmingham Town Hall on Satur-
day June 6th. The finest comprise
DL Menard aka The Caun
Rhythm Machine, the best rhythm
acoustic guitarist in the genre;
Eddie Le Jeune, a model cajun
accordion exponent and premier
fiddle man Ken Smith. The trio’s
Hanribal label albums can draw
smoke from a tumntable so cold
beers are a must for the live expen-
ence!

You can get further details for all
these great gigs from Graham or
Brian on 021 632 4921 or 021 328
4184

ALL STARS
TOGETHER

Brum Beat will be carrying regular
coverage of the nation's top soc-
cer six competition, the Indoor
Soccer League (ISL) over the com-
ing months with a watchful eye
being kept on our own team, Brum
Beat All Stars asthey battle for hon-
ours ib the Premier Division. The
full guota of teams is; Premier Divi-

]

..........

@ Seen at the launch ceremony for THE ROBIN R&B CLUB, Brierley Hill

sion;- Brum Beat All Stars,
Englehard, Environmental Design,
Great Barr Karate Club, Los
Canarios, Streetley. First Division
Alderwell, Boots, Brooklyn Col-
lege, Casual Strollers, Golden
Rule, Sutton Auto Sounds, Titans.
Brum Beat All Stars are sponsored
by Admiral Sports UK.

WHITSUN ROCK
FEST FOR
INSTITUTE

_ The first Birmingham Whit Rock

Fest takes place at The Institute in
Digbeth on Sunday May 24th.
Doors open at 2pm to a line up
headed by Wolfsbane and Cereb-
ral Fix. Support comes from Skyc-
lad.

FM take the special guest spot
with an exclusive acoustic set.
What's more festival organiser
Dave Juste told Brum Beat that
“three more name acts are to
added to the already outstanding
bill with one of them probably
being an international name.”
Throughout the day there will be
special attractions, gQiveaways,
spot competitions and more.
There will also be a special booze

. —

free viewing area so rockers under
18 can enjoy the event 100!
Tickets are £8.50 and can be had
by sending a cheque or Po {with
sae) to C'n'D Promotions, Imex
House, 52 Blucher Street, Birmin
gham B1 1QU. Or you can walk up
to the Institute box office or any
usual ticket agent.

L]

@ CAPITAL WOW announce
a phalanx of dates kicking
off with the Hare And
Hounds, Kings Heath (May
4), Hummingbird, B'Ham
(27), Pen And Wig, B'Ham
(June 2), The Hib[ernian],
Selly Park (16) and JBs,
Dudiey (July 2).

@ LED ZEP fans should note
the ‘Celebration Days’ event
at London’s Royal National
Hotel, Exhibition Halls,
Russell Square WC1 on May
23/ 24. Everything you want
from a Zep weekend
(barring the band, of
course!). More info from
Andy on 081 649 7576 or
Dave on 0234 267515.

L

(already a great success with 200 turned away on the opening night!) were,
[standing | to r] Robert Hughes (Red Lemon Electric Blues Band), Jim Hickman
(Zoo Q), Tony Baylis (Trevor Burton Band), Martin Curley (TBB), Curly McVicar

(Soul Survivors), Trevor Burton (himself), Steve Dylan (TBB), Frogman Curtis
(S. Survivors), Noddy Holder (legend of this parish), Paul Roberts (Little Sister),
Bob Poutney (R. Lemons) and seated Mike Sanchez (Big Town Playboys)
with Kate Pereira (L. Sister). [Photo by Mark Hadley]
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® BLACK SABBATH are
currently in the studios
recording yet another album
and who should be
providing the vocals but,
returning to the fold, Ronnie
James Dio.(MD)

@ HAVING lost drummer
Fuzz to PWEI, KIRK'S
EQUATOR have enlisted
Dave Wheels who made his
debut headlining at
Holland's prestigious
Paradiso Amsterdam. They
play Hare & Hounds on June
1 and then support the
Poppies at the Marquee on
June 3 & 4. News of the
album is, as they say,
expected imminently.(MD)

® WE WOULDN'T believe
this if it weren't for the fact
that one of his staff
snitched: When asked if he
was going along to the Lou
Reed Symphony Hall gig,
Siren editor, Mick Mercer,
replied to the effect thatif he
wished to see old people
he'd visit his parents!!!

® AND IT'S GOODBYE from
him and it's also goodbye
from her when Clive
Gregson and Christine
Collister hitthe road for The
Last Word’ Farewell Tour
this month. They play Stoke
On Trent, Bridge Street Arts
Centre [aka Old Frog Inn]
(May 2), Wolverhampton,
Waulfrun Hall (13),
Birmingham, Red Lion (23)
and Nottingham, Woollaton
Park Pavilion (24).

® THE NORTHWICK,
downtown Worcester's
prime venue kicks off May
with the legendary Drifters
(May 1) and follows through
with Otis Grand (2), Nothing
By Chance (7), Jools Holland
(9), Bang Bang Machine (14),
Then Jerico (21), Big Town
Playboys (22) and Nine
Below Zero (28). Box Office
and info on 0905 755141.

Premier House, 43-48 New Street, Birmingham, B2 4LJ

® SOLIHULL ARTS
FESTIVAL runs from the 9th
to the 16th of this very
month. Amidst the culture,
coffee mornings and kidstuff
youll find temptations such
as Black Voices (10), Evelyn
Glennie (13), The Blues Band
(13), Expresso Bongo
Orchestra (sans Cliff, we
guess) (14) and Quimantu’s
ethnic Latin American
sounds (15) Full details and
booking info from 021 704
6979.

® BLUE WATER STATE
move into Ronnie Scott’s in
June. The seven piece band
will be resident from
Monday June 8th thru
Saturday 14th.

® MAU-MAU, whose afro-
pop is recorded in their own
computerised studio down
in Balsall Heath, go live at
B'Ham's Breedon bar on
Monday May 18th.

® KEITH CHRISTMAS
makes his only Midlands
appearance of 92 at The
Holly Bush Blues Club,
Norton Canes on Saturday
May 16th. Tickets are £2.50
and can be reserved on 0543
279212. Word is that
Christmas, a veteran with

Bowie, ELP, Roxy Music and

Alvin Lee collaborations to
his credit, is due to sign a
major record deal. Also due
at the venue in May are;
Mighty House Rockers (7),
Chill Factor (14), Smith And
Jones Blues Band (21) and
Kick Back (28). Normal .
admission is £1.50. Bands on
stage 9.30.

® RAB C. NESBITT plays an
extra date at Birmingham
Hippodrome on Monday
May 11th. Yup, it's due to
genuine public demand!
Tickets at £11.50, £9.50 and
£7.50 are on sale now. Box
office number is 021 622
7486.

@® REM’'s FAVE BAND, Drivin
N Cryin appear at Edwards
No 8 on May 7th. Peter Buck
appears as producer and
dulcimer player on the
Atlanta based group’s
current Island ‘History’ EP.

OFREE ROCK is still possible
on Monday and Tuesday
nights at JBs in Dudley.
What's more you still get
great value even if it is free
admission ! If you see what
we mean! Look at May's list;
Shadowland / Naked Eye
(Monday 4th), Phantom
Planet / Serious Rhyme
Squad (Tuesday 5th),
Company Of Fools /
Wounded Spirit (11),
Monkey Messiah / Jacob
Sheep (12).

® MECHANICAL HEARTS
are travelling to The Old
Frog Inn, Newcastle Under
Lyme on Friday may 8th. if
you'd like to join them in
conquering the venue you
can join the coach party
form Wolverhampton for a
piffling two quid! Call
Mechanartz on 0902 755888.

@ Advertising typeset by
PIONEER TYPESETTERS LTD
Parkhall Crescent,
Castle Bromwich.

@ Typeset and printed by
BAKER BOND
Brownhills, Walsall

20216438899 FaxAnsaphone 0216433060
- . Photographer
Editor
STEVE MORRIS MARK HADLEY
Advertising Sales @ Brum Beat welcomes original
GORDON MEWIS ‘manuscripts and photographs but
cannot accept responsibility for
Contributing Editors loss or damage.
Khé"ﬁﬁ Eﬁf&%ﬁﬂ @ All views contained herein are
ARTHUR WOOD not necessarily those of the Pub-
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JOHN TOBLER, PAUL FLOWER,
PAUL REES, JOHN KENNEDY,
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@ No material, part or whole, can
be reproduced without the Pub-
lisher’s prior permission,

All original artwork prepared for
advertising in this publication
remains the sole copyright of
Brum Beat Ltd and may not be
used in any other publication or
reproduced in any way without the
written consent of the Publishers.

“Brum Beat Limited
Published by
Brum Beat Limited.

® GREEN ISAAC are at
Griffin Close (B'Ham Uni) on
May 19th and The Barrel
Organ on June 9th. Go see
‘'em!!

® MAYDAY is to be
celebrated in style at The
Old Smithy, Winson Green
Road, Birmingham (20 yards
from the prison!!). It's an
International Mayday gig
with latin music from
Venceramos and Rosa bett.
Tickets are £3 (£2) from
Banner Theatre, 85
Grosvenor Road,
Handsworth, Birmingham
or call 021 356 1390.

® DOODLEBUG are gigging
at The Breedon Bar on June
1st. A source close to the
band tells us that four labels
are currently in a cheque
book waving scenario.

505, Bristol Road
Birmingham

o21-471 1339
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@ SWEET JESUS, currently
in the studio with Lightning
Seeds, Wedding Present
producer, lan Broudie,
working on a follow up to
‘Phonefreak Honey' for June
release, appear at
Birmingham's Barrel Organ
on April 28th.

® THE SUN HOUSE at
B'Ham's City Tavern has a
solid May with Terminal
Hoedown / New Warm Skin
(4), Korova Milkbar / Chick
Free Zone (11), Monkey
Messiah (18), The Bitter
Tears (25) and Sheriff B (29).

@ ANDY GARIBALDI, Stock
Control boss for Mike Lloyd
Music (Hi Andy, remember
you well from the Pinnacle
days! Ed.) writes to point
out that far from being a
mail order only delicacy, the
Orkestra album offered on
last month’'s News page has
been in stock at Mike Lloyd's
Wolverhampton, Stafford,
Hanley and Newcastle
branches for some months.
They also have copies of the
Orkestra CD single on the
shelves, completists!

® HAVING CAST DOUBT on
the true identity of the
Soviet Playboys’ manager,
we received a communique
from unemployed world
leader and hero of the free,
M. Gorbachov, announcing
that it really is he who is
guiding the band’s career.
Well we still doubt Mikky,
old chum. Rid us of
Majorism and we may give
you the benefit of the doubt
though!

our luxury
rehearsal rooms are
fully carpeted. Don't

we just spoil you
rotten!!




COMPETITIONS

WET WET WET: FRONT ROW TICKETS,
VIDEOS AND T SHIRTS

Wet Wet Wet return to The NEC, scene of recent triumphs, on
Saturday July 4th. The band, currently riding the crest of a
well earned wave, are tremendous live. Melodic funky and
harmonious. _
Brum Beat has a prize pair of front row tickets for the July 4th
gig courtesy of Phil Mcintyre Promotions.

And if that's not enough Polygram Video have given us five
copies of the Wets brand new tape 'High On The Happy Side’,
nearly an hour of hits from ‘Sweet Little Mystery’ to ‘More
Than Love’. And, and each one comes with a fab Wets T-shirt.
So, first out of the hat on June 1st wins the tickets, the video
and the t-shirt with four runners up winning a video and t-shirt
each.

Q: Which Wets hit shares a ti'tln. with Abba and Roxy Music?
RAB C. NESBITT: TICKETS

Rab C. Nesbitt, he of the smash hit TV series, is taking to the
road with a 33 date tour. And it's not a take the money and
run recycling of old material; it's a take the money and laugh
through two hours of never before seen material!

The show hits Birmingham Hippodrome on May 12th and
courtesy of Phil Mcintyre Promotions we have two pairs of
rather good tickets to be won. The first two correct entries
pulled on Friday May 8th will win their senders one pair each.

Q: On which television channel did Rab C. Nesbitt come to
fame?

| BOUGHT A VAMPIRE MOTORCYCLE:
VIDEOS

Filmed on the streets of Birmingham with Michael ‘Boon’
Elphick starring, 'l Bought A Vampire Motorcycle’ is a great
laugh in of a film and we have 5 copies of the video to be won.
First five out of the bag win one copy each.

Q: What fuel does a vampire motorcycle run on? (Think about
it!)

THE HITCH HIKERS GUIDE TO THE
GALAXY: DOUBLE VIDEO SETS

At last BBC Video have the original cult TV series available for
purchase on two cassettes with a combined playing time of
over three hours. The legendary, influential and profitable for
author Douglas Adams series needs no recommendation
here. If you haven't seen it, shame.

Brum Beat has three of the two volume sets to be won,
courtesy of the Beeb. The first three correct entries to be
drawn on June 1st will win one set each.

Q: What was the name of the paranoid android featured in
the series?

HEARTLANDS: CDs

Heartlands is without doubt the very best TV advertised
album to be released in '92. it avoids the usual cliched
excuses and instead is thematically hung around the celtic
spirit that unites the participants. That doesn’'t make it a folk
album, the variety is staggering; it really is the heart that
connects Deacon Blue, Primal Scream, Sinead O'Connor, The
Shamen, Orange Juice, Aztec Camera and more. In all 18
great tracks. And watch out for great newcomers Goats Don't
Shave (the Irish variety, not the fabled local mob,
incidentally!) who debut here.

Dino Entertainment have given Brum Beat 10 of the seventy
minute CDs to give to the first correct entries to be pulled on
June 1st.

Q: Name the driving force behind The Waterboys.

WOMAD: WEEKEND TICKETS

WOMAD, The World Of Music Arts And Dance, are holding a
great May Bank Holiday weekend (29/30/31) featuring such
international world music stars as Burning Spear, Rebel MC,
Super Rail Band Of Bamako, The Ukranians and Mark
O’Connor; familiar names to devotees of Andy Kershaw's
radio shows. '
Even better it's all happening a mere stone’s throw up the
M6, in Morecambe!

Brum Beat has a pair of tickets donated by The North West
Tourist Board that can be won. The rest of you should call 0524
582837 to book!

The first correct answer out of the hat on May 22nd wins one
pair of tickets.

Q: Which famous funny man changed his name from Eric
Bartholemew?

CARL PERKINS ‘FRIENDS,
FAMILY AND LEGENDS’: CDs

The Magnum Music Group are well chuffed to be releasing a
brand new album from rock’n’roll legend, Carl Perkins. A
brand new album recorded at the tail end of ‘91 in the USA.
The set features Chet Atkins, Joan Jett and Charlie Daniels
paying homage to the man who wrote ‘Blue Suede Shoes'.
In advance of Perkins touring the Uk Brum Beat has 6 CDs of
‘Friends, Family And legends’ to be won. The first six out of
the hat on June 1st win one each.

Q: On what famous Memphis label did Carl Perkins make his
hit debut? :

BODYFIT: VIDEOS

Bodyfit is a system to give you energy for life. A video system
devised by Josh Salzman that can be made use of anywhere,
anytime! f you follow the programme for 45 minutes just
three times a week your health and vitality will improve.

So come on Brum Beat couch potatoes, we have 5 copies of
the Pickwick Video to be won and they could change your life!
The first five correct answers out of the bag on June 1st win
one tape each.

Q: Which muscle does the Cardio-Vascular section of the
Bodyfit programme help?

THE DOORS: THE OLIVER STONE
MOVIE VIDEOS

Oliver Stone’s amazing screen biog of Jim Morrison and The
Doors set cinemas alight when it exploded onto the screens
a while back. And just when it seemed like everyone had seen
it it appeared on tape rental to hog the video chart for a
considerable time.

Well, now you can buy it to re-run some of the best staged
concert sequences ever committed to film with Val Kilmer
making you believe that Morrison lives.

Brum Beat, courtesy of Polygram Video, has 10 copies of the
video to be won. First ten correct answers pulled on June 1st
win one copy each.

Q: Which of these is NOT a Doors song? ‘Riders On The
Storm’/*Touch Me’/’Alone Again Or’?

HOW TO ENTER

% Brum Beat competitions are free and easy to
enter. Simply send your answer on a postcard
stating clearly which competition it applies to
(one postcard per competition please, if entering
more than one several postcards can be put into
one envelope to save on stamps). Please include
your name and address and daytime and/or
evening phone number (if possible). I
Send to:- Brum Beat Competitions, Premier
House, 43-48 New Street, Birmingham B2 4LJ.
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Marcus Sergeant in
conversation with
Franco Santunione

This month sees the release of 'Groovus
Maximus', the follow up to 1991’s album ‘Funk O
Metal Carpet Ride’, by Sweden's The Electric
Boys.

The album is preceded by a single ‘Mary In The
Mystery World’, a funk-rock piece sweetened by
some rather pleasant Beatles-esque harmonies
and recorded at Abbey Road no less. Guitarist
Franco explains how these Scandanavian
rhythm-ites arrived at the studio via the famous
zebra crossing. “"Our records are about getting a
good groove and getting people to move to us,
this partly comes out of our appreciation of
people like ‘Aerosmith’ and ‘Led Zeppelin'. The
Beatles were also important to us in the way that
they used melodies and harmonies, we wanted
to achieve that sound and are satisfied that we
captured that feel to the record by using Abbey
Road.”

ELECTRIC BOYS

So what was the approach overall, to the album?
Franco confidently states, “We've had a much
more mature approach and also concentrated on
a heavier sound with more groove. We've
noticed people looking for heavier sounds, like in
‘Pearl Jam’ and ‘Soundgarden’ and that diversity
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PLUG ME IN

in songs is getting appreciated more nowa-
days.”

So if any of this has tickled your taste buds or in
the words of singer Conny got you “hip-swing-
ing, finger-clicking and foot-stomping”, keep
your eyes and ears peeled for summer dates.

L

sl

PAUPERS’ PARIS
Miles Turner (Pan)
PAUPERS’ BARCELONA
Miles Turner (Pan)

Paupers’ guides are exactly that,
travelogues aimed at shedding as few
shekels as possible when you visit the
great cities of the world! The Paris edi-
tion spends few francs in the pursuit of
cultural and gastronomic satisfaction.
The best tips to follow include seeing
the sites by bus rather than the Metro,
eating in the lesser known selfs (self
service restaurants) scattered around
the city and sound advice on tipping if
you're ever in a situation of having to
do so, which you shouldn’t with the
help of this book ! Over in Barcelona,
Olympic City 92, the story is much the
same. Catalonia will be heaving with
thousands upon thousands of tourists
this summer, so the advice is .... keep
cool, keep courteous and keep your
hand on your handbag/wallet. A nice
touch in this book is a section on tradi-
tional Catalan cuisine for the self help
brigade and La Nit, the local nightlife
guide which carries the wise advice to
approach it as purely a spectator sport!
Kevin Wilson

12 DAYS ON THE ROAD.

THE SEX PISTOLS USA TOUR,
Jimmy Guterman

(Sidgwick And Jackson)

The ammunition for this expose is
supplied by ex-tour manager Noel
Monk and is written in glowing detail
by music hack Guterman. For Pistols
afficianados, this tale of two men in
turmoil is aggressive, funny, tragic and
typical. Rotten and Vicious were after
America and they came, they saw and
they didn’t particularly like it. Cook

and Jones were bit part players. The
gigs are nearly secondary happenings
to the incidence of hyper-reality and
the incidents of depravity (Vicious
being sick and covering a groupie with
diarrhoea, Vicious having sex with a
woman come man ¢tc.). The book
recalls a lost forever time and a lost
forever band. Punk will never emerge
again ... the Pistols will never emerge
again ... this book will always have a
place because punk and the Pistols will
always have a place. Get it.

Kevin Wilson

GENE VINCENT: A DISCOGRAPHY
Derek Henderson
(Spent Brothers Productions)

A real labour of love this one. It lists all
known recordings made by Vincent
giving details of date, recording loca-
tion, musicians etc. No attempt at
critique is made tho’ it’s perfectly clear
from the nature of the project that
Henderson’s objectivity would have
been misted by love of the man.
Consequently though you learn
nothing of Sweet Gene, you do have a
reference book that will gmde you
through the mire of uncaring CD reis-
sues that abound, allowing you to fill in
the blanks created by indifferent,
sloppy or non-existent sleeve notes.
So far only 30 pre-production copies
exist, so price and retail details remain
unset. You should write to Gene Vin-
cent Discography, 12 Arthur Road,
Southampton, Hants SO1 5DY for
details of a very special pre-publication
subscription offer.

Steve Morris
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| WHAT'S NEW IN PRINT @ EDITED BY KEVIN WILSON

ANNIE LENNOX
Lucy O’Brien
(Sidgwick & Jackson)

Last year's excellent biog now iIn
paperback but sadly with no reference
to the number one solo set which gives
the book a dated feel.

Steve Morris

JOE COCKER: WITH A LITTLE
HELP FROM MY FRIENDS

J.P. Bean

(Omnibus Press)

Now 1n soft cover, the harrowing tale
of a simple blues singer transplanted
from his roots and unable to cope with-
out pharmaceutical props. A sad,
salutary and moving tale with a happy
ending.

Steve Morris

THE BIG BEAT
Max Weinberg
(Billboard / Omnibus)

The Boss™ erstwhile sticks man talks to
his drumming heroes. Far from being a
paradiddle soup it’s an intriguing look
at the rock story from the engine room.
Steve Morris

MORRISSEY AND MARR:

THE SEVERED ALLIANCE

(The Definitive Story Of The Smiths)
Johnny Rogan

(Omnibus Press)

Admirably researched and detailed
350 page biog / analysis. The question
is does the subject warrant it.”?

SM

IT CRAWLED FROM THE SOUTH /
AN REM HANDBOOK

Marcus Gray

(Guinness)

Everything (and I mean everything)
you need to know about Athens GA's
favourite sons. Set lists, TV appear-
ances with reference to material per-
formed ... and wardrobe! The author
admits that this is not a narrative but
something to dip into and taken on that
basis, it is the essential guide to REM
and a necessary companion to
trainspotters/collectors.  It's  also
gratifying that author Gray (brother of
Birmingham’s Tenderloin/ Onionhead
vocalist, Julian) is a fan rather than a

hack, a fact that perfumes this book,
Steve Morris

ERIC CLAPTON:
LOST IN THE BLUES
Harry Shapiro
(Guinness)

It’s hard to make a famihar (to most
rock fans) story sparkle and Shapiro
doesn’t. However his workmanhke
approach delivers the goods without
the sycophancy often showered on the
guitarist. As such, this is probably the
only biog of the man worth a look.

Steve Morris
Flﬂﬂl.lﬂTlﬂN

)

C.D. VINYL PRESSINGS
LOCATION
RECORDING/MASTERING
DIRECT TO DAT

021-558 8338

PAGER: 0345 345100
CALL SIGN: PANT 10 (24 HRS)@
LOCAL CALL CHARGE




KEVIN WILSON

The only Satellite -
TV column in the
West Midlands ...

@ The Best Satellite TV Col-
umn in the universe ? You bet
... Who was it told you not to
invest in BSB equipment?
Who was it that said Sky
would be in the black sooner
rather than later? Who was it
that bought Tutti Frutti to the

region’s notice? Yes ..... keep s

on tuning in folks ......

® Sci-fi freaks should tune into
Lifestyle every Saturday at
13.00 and catch a new series,
CAPTAIN POWER. Set in the

being controlled by
robotised soldiers and led by
rebel scientist Lyman Taggart
in cohort with Overmind, a
madcap computer. Only Dr.
Power can stop Taggart from
total domination but does he

22nd century, the human race

-

succeed 7 .... Great stuff .......

COMPACT DISCS

Music for all Tastes at

Birmingham’s 1st all C.D. Shop

O imtis

|
HUGE SELECTION OF COMPACT DISCS —
POP, ROCK, SOUL DANCE, CLASSICAL,
COUNTRY, FOLK, BLUES, JAZZ, 50's, 60’s,
I 70's, 80's + FAST ORDERING SERVICE.

THOUSANDS OF TITLES TO CHOOSE FROM.
C.D. SINGLES 99p — £3.99

We play discs for you T.DK.
to help you decide. BLANK
Monday-Saturday 9-6 CASSETTES.

4 POPLAR ROAD, KINGS HEATH,
BIRMINGHAM B14 7AD

021-444 1243

V

® ﬁ i%nmemus*
R, R ECORDS

17 Cannon St (close to Rackhams)
Birmingham B2 5EN - Tel: 021 643 2017
“Rare records, CD’s, Programmes, etc

Bought, Sold + Exchanged”™
WE STOCK EVERYTHING - OLDIES, PROMO'S PICTURE DISCS, 78'S,
BIG BAND, JAZZ, MALE & FEMALE, 50'S VOCALS, ROCK ‘N’ ROLL,
SOUL, DISCO, HOUSE, C&W, FILMS, SHOWS, HEAVY METAL, ROCK,
60'S BOAT ACETATES, TEST PRESSING, WHITE LABELS, PSYCH,
PUNK, NEW WAVE, PROMO COMPACT DISC SINGLES, IMPORTS,
OBSCURITIES ETC ETC ETC

Records — C/D wanted for cash or trade
“bring along your unwanted records for
compact discs” it
OPENING TIMES: 10-6 MON-FRI SAT 9-6

Spend days on our mind blowing 3 floors of jam
packed, racks overflowing, floor to ceiling,
*

sitting on, falling over, can't move for 1000's
* 1000’s of records.

® MOORE AND SWAYZE IN WITH A CHANCE OF A “GHOST”

ON THE MOVIE CHANNEL

® Just to prove that it isn't
only Sky who are a success
story, TESN, for whom
Screensport is the English lan-
guage channel, has achieved a
33% increase in viewers in
1991, according to the Pan

European Television Audience
Research (PETAR) organisa-
tion. And, as if to prove the
point, two major Sponsors
have signed up to Screensport
with Reebok adding its name
to the channel's extensive
coverage of the 1992
marathon series and Mobil the

World League Of Football

programmes.

@ I've had an enquiry from a
Mr S. Choudary regarding
Asian coverage on satellite TV
and, unlike the normal telly,
plans are advanced for
Europe’s first all Asian TV
channel called TV Asia featur-
ing Asian news, soaps,
dramas, kids programmes and
comedies. It should be availa-
ble on Astra and cable. For
more info call 0506 461111. On
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cable, there's INDRA DHNUSH
on offer from 9am - mid after-
noon and on Eutelstat, MBC
offers an Islamic view of
broadcasting with readings
from the Holy Koran at either
end of the day's broadcasting.
| hope this info helps Mr.
Choudary and anyone else in
our growing readership in the
local Asian community.

® On The Movie Channel, May
25th at 20.05 is when our
house comes to a complete
standstill as we settle down to
watch the best movie of the
year so far; GHOST with Pat-
rick Swayze, Demi Moore and
Whoopi Goldberg in a tale of
eternal love that moves from
real to spiritual world with
stunning emotional and spe-
cial effect(s). A week before,
(May 18th 20.15) sees the
small screen premier of TEEN-
AGE MUTANT HERO TUR-
TLES on the same channel. |
thought it was the sequel to
The Wizards of Ooze ...... Also
on the 18th (22.05), SID &

e,
T

NANCY tells the never to be
forgotten story of Sid Vicious
and Nancy Spungen, the Sex
Pistol and the super groupie
who lived life in the mega fast
lane and ultimately paid the
heaviest of prices ... Gary Old-
man and Chloe Webb star in
this powerful yet compassion-
ate movie. Elsewhere on Sky
One, THE FLASH gets a two
hour pilot on May 8th (20.00)
before it becomes a Friday
evening series. This latest
super hero is the fastest thing
on two legs and rids the world
of all known crime in every
episode. Emmy winning actor
John Wesley stars in this tre-
mendously enjoyable escapist
nonsense.

® On MTV, fans of U2 must
tune in on Bank Holiday
weekend (May 23rd/24th) as
the channel will be U2-ing us
all with videos, interviews,
concert footage and the odd
exclusive or two thrown in for
good measure. Get a dish now
1111 Elton John gets similar
treatment on MTV the follow-
ing weekend (May 30th / 31st).
Legendary cult show , MTV's
SATURDAY NIGHT LIVE is
hugely popular in the States
and European audiences have
been tuning into its zany rock,
shock and roll format for a
while now. In May two shows
look especially inner-resting,
with Leslie ‘Naked Gun’
Neilsen hosting on May
16th{21.30) with guests The
Cowboy  Junkies. Steve
'Parenthood’ Martin hosts on
May 23rd (21.00) with Sting
the musical turn. Classic stuff.
Finally MTV visits the Cannes
Film Festival on May 16th and
17th, tradition dictates that the
MTV film crews tend to reach
the parts other film crews only
dream about !1!!

Kevin Wilson
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uplication

Sewices

* High Quality Real Time or
Loop Bin Cassette
Duplication from a variety
of Formats including DAT &
4" Stereo Masters

* Cassettes supplied with On - fﬁ“‘mga
Body Printing or Adhesive Goanan
Labels if required.

* Economy or Four Colour
Inlay Cards available

# Short Runs Undertaken
Competitive Prices and
Prompt Service

021-475 8759

... The Studio.”

Birminghams Newest

Live bands welcome

Loads of drum boxes

Now open and ready
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16 Track Demo/
Rehearsal Studio
700 square foot

(own gear please)
* Midi Gear
Atari programming
samplers

and loads more
£45 per day
£6.50 per hour

Tel: 021-449 0567
0831 669882




BRIAR return to the recording scene with a new, and it
must be said utterly mediocre, AOR single, “All She
Wants'. Appallingly lame production, the tinniest guitar
solo ever, and the B side sounds exactly the same even
though it’s a different song. And possibly the worst
sleeve design in the history of the music industry. Aside
from being pretty, it makes you wonder what Jonathon
King saw in them? KOROVA MILKBAR release their
latest Chapter 22 (who may or may not be talking to Jain
Faith again) 12" on May 18, prior to the ‘Milkplus” mini
album of previous singles. A double A side it pairs “Top
of the World' with *Seen It All Now’, a couple of shirty,
grumpy indie-dance grooves you wouldn't want to meet
in dark alley.

A natural bridge here to POP WILL EAT ITSELF who,
having snaffled Fuzz from Kirk's Equator, return with
‘Karmadrome' which is pretty much what you'd expect,
a striding techno-screech rap burping and sampling out
of its pores but in this instance not putting the pleasure
buds to much trouble. B side’s ‘Eat Me, Drink Me, Love
Me. Kill Me", presumably Clint’s potted autobiography.
On the local Red Hand label (presumably as cassetie
only), THE DON O'LEE BAND resurface with an
attractive two title single in the roots-rock vein that mar-
ries some tough guitar with country-folk shades on
‘Greenwood' (echoes of Gram/Emmylou) and “Inland
Sailor’. Rough production doesn't do the vocals justice,
but there's enough coming through to keep you alert for
the two proposed sequels. From Coventry, ADORA-
BLE make their Creation debut with “Sunshine Smile’,
confidently elbowing their way down the leafy paths
once walked by the Psychedelic Furs and Bunnymen but
wearing the latest Ride shell-suits. There's no way
thev're not going to be wonderfully enormous.

Staying in Godiva's arsehole, the 2 Tone revival con-
tinues. if only in the minds of record company execu-
tives. Following last issue’s live Specials album comes
vet another, ‘Live At The Moonlight Club’ on 2 Tone
itself, recorded May 1979 on the night before Thatcher
came to power. A ten tracker of solid enough quality.
but the Aston University one really grabs a much better
atmosphere. Then there’s THE SELECTER with “On
The Streets’, again recorded live, only this time last
December at the now defunct Tic Toc. Urgent ska and
a fair smattering of the old hits, but you'd think some-
thing worth writing about might have happened since
they split up. Frankly, not much difference between this
and the sad old 60s shows that play the golden oldie cir-
cuit.

® STEVE SAVALE

@ AND ALSO THE TREES

Like Breathless, AND ALSO THE TREES are little
known geniuses, known to only a cult audience here, yet
much acclaimed in Europe. Now signed to German
label. Normal, they've come up with possibly their finest
hour in the shape of ‘Green is the Sea’. They hail from
Inkberrow, which is as good a description of their music
as anything, conjuring up as it does the dark hollows of
some pagan landscape. Listening to AATT you can
almost smell the wet earth and the cobwebbed ferns.
Their use of language is richly poetic, evoking as much
the work of Ted Hughes as the music draws out echoes
of Brecht and Weill. And while “Woodcutter™ is posi-
tively jaunty, the dominant mood here is romantic
melancholia, driven perhaps by the darker spirit of
Herne the Hunter. Everything on this album shines with
its unique brilliance, haunting images, rich portraits,

BRUM BEAT — 39

evocative melodies. But driven to select a few choices,
I'd pin down to the Brel-like ‘Red Valentino’, “The Fruit
Room’, 'Blind Opera’ (which makes even Scott Engel's
most glorious moments sound like Jason Donovan),
“The Dust Sailor’, '"Mermen of the Lea’ (W.H. Auden?)
and ‘Jacob Fleet'. A reminder that not everything rural
is as rosy-apple as Laurie Lee. Buy this record and
change your life.
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One day ANTHONY FLOYD sat down in his bedroom,
picked up a guitar - which he'd presumably never seen
before - pretended he was Billy Bragg all over a cassette
plaver. And then, for reasons I don’t understand,
decided to make my life miserable and send the tape.
The track’s called ‘Joy'. Jaw-dropping awful would have
been a better name. Worcester's ANOTHER FINE
MESS cite Abba, Buzzcocks, Vimto and Blue Smarties
as influences. Actually its more an early Jam meets Lur-
kers given a good kicking and plenty of jumping about
on stage. Fair enough in that raucous, beer swilling,
idiot pogoing revivalist way.,
Yet more from THE GREAT DIVIDE and as usual no
track titles. But an improvement on the temporary blip
on the graph last time round. A couple of good time
hoedowners - one of which may be called ‘This Old Hat'
- and a sort of James-ish bouncer that might be titled,
but 1 hope it isn't, "Yahoo'. But they've still to find the
killer song to support their growing following. Second
demo from YE FUNGUS continues to emphasise the
folk-punk elements, though New Model Army creeps In
to the Blythe Power equation on “Turnip’. A continually
interesting outfit.

RAGGED GLORY have part of their name right, but at
least have the sense to call the tape A Poor Excuse For
a Demo. Rather ordinary indie R&B, formed from the
remnants of Last Association, Born Blind and Merce-
nary Tree Freaks, at present the word remnants seems
to sum it up. SOME MEN are equally ragged with a
strained off-key vocal, tortuous lyrics and a clumsy beat
guitar. Some Hope might be a better name. BLUE
WATER STATE finally resurface on demo to gainsay
my consigning them to obscurity. having landed a sup-
port slot at Ronnie Scott’s presumably someone reckons
they've got something to offer, but even taking into con-
sideration this sort of funky rock-soul (with a dash of
reggae-rap) leaves me cold at the best of times it sounds
remarkably clinical in that Keziah Jones meets AWB
sort of way. I think we’ll just have to agree to go our
scparate ways.

Rather more The Prisoner than Ambridge, THE VIL-
LAGE begin to live up to the earlier buzz with their
latest slashing guitar demo, a swift jab to the solar plexus
with ‘Backwards Girl', an upper-cut from ‘Haywire’ and
then they grind your face into the dirt of ‘Intravenous’.
a wild-eyed sonic molester that should be kept safely
behind bars. THE DAY offer a new three-tracker, which
with the exception of the poppier “When Jenny Comes
Round’ is the sort of acoustic moody instrospection that
usually ends up gigging in trendy wine bars. Youcan see
where Tony Wille's trying to reach, but one wonders if
he can muster the polish or the depth it requires to get
there. With The Noseflutes in cold storage, Martin
Longley turns his attention to THE CLICKING STICK,
an acoustic ensemble of Spanish guitar and male/female
harmony that harks to baroque folk sensibilities, laced
with Longley’s inimitable lyrical perversity on songs like
‘Harbour Mauling’ and ‘In the Gloom’. *Cash Cartoon’
sounds like a ‘flutes demo’, but the overall impression’s
of Martyn Carthy and Shirley Collins on worm-oil.

THE DOVETAILS hail from Manchester, Harrogate
and Kent but are currently gathered happily at Birmin-
gham University, from where they recently trounced the
opposition in the deafeningly unpromoted Battle of the
Bands. Deservedly so one suspects. For this is a fine
band indeed. Vitriolic guitar one moment on the bitter
‘Disappointed’, the next jauntier handclap 60ps popbop
on ‘Jo' or the splendid indie-beat swagger of “Won't
Take You Back'. A distinctive tonsil-warbling voice,
patently young guitar god potential and songs that aren’t
ashamed to admit it. I'd be very surprised if inky fingers
weren't thumbing contracts by the end of the Summer.
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KEVIN ‘BLOODY’ WILSON
- XXX Rated: Live On Stage
(Polygram Video)

There are four famous Kevin Wilsons.
One plays soccer for Chelsea, Notts
County and Northern Ireland. One is a
journalist famous for work on Sky
magazine. Another is me, Brum Beat's
own KW and the man with the head to
match his ego; the fourth and by far the
most famous, is the Australian Kevin Wil-
son with a ‘Bloody’ middle name.

This video of his art is, quite frankly,
about as funny as a burst appendix and
almost as painful to experience. Looking
like a San Francisco version of Rolf Har-
ris, ‘Bloody’ Wilson is not only sicken-
ingly sexist, he's also revoltingly racist.
He's the ideal comic for a Viz reader with
bad taste in humour! He has to be the
least funny Australian since Frank I[field
and the least talented since, er, Frank
Ifield. He has the stage presence of a per-
forming seal and about as much sophisti-
cation. He relies solely on a lager lout
mentality and fourth form scripts to raise
the audience to the levels of mass hys-

L4

% 24 hour access

teria only recently witnessed on the
Richard Clayderman tour.
In short, this Kevin ‘Bloody’ Wilson just
isn't funny! He should be confined to
Australia where his stinking humour
belongs and I'm sorry to share the same
bloody name !
Kevin ‘This is sheer Bloody Hell’

Wilson

k.d. lang

Harvest Of Seven Years
(Warner Music Vision)

k.d. herself introduces an all encompas-
sing retrospective of a seven year career
in vision. It's a journey from a gauche
Canadian TV debut to the sophistication
of the promo for the soon come Percy
Adlon movie, in which she makes her
cinema acting debut.
And it's atotal joy; notonly is she blessed
with a peach of a voice but with a sense of
dynamics and drama that endows her
performances with greatness.
Maybe the convenience of the country
marketing tag is a put off to the narrow
minded but only a complete clot would
fail to find humour and heartache here.
And only a statue would fail to be moved
by her duet with Roy Orbison.

Steve Morris

EMMYLOU HARRIS AND
THE NASH RAMBLERS
At The Ryman

(Warner Music Vision)

We've already reviewed the soundtrack
album, so suffice to say that Emmylou
and her acoustic band provide both
adequate visuals and enlightening com-

MUSIC CORPORATION
LOCK OUT

REHEARSAL ROOMS

* Hi-tech security

* On site recording Studio

% Photographic Studio
Telephone

021-772 1210

107 GLOVER STREET, DIGBETH
BIRMINGHAM
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mentary. You also get to see Emmylou
cut a rug in the company of the legendary
Bill Monroe.

Steve Morris

THE LONDON ROCK AND
ROLL SHOW

(Magnum Music Group
Video)

Flashback to August 1972 and the first
rock gig at Wembley Stadium. Tickets are
£2.80 and the bill includes Chuck Berry,
Little Richard, Bill Haley, Jerry Lee Lewis,
Bo Diddley and a comedy act from
Screaming Lord Sutch (some aspects of
which The Stranglers later nicked!).

Essentially a live video hits package, for
which the music may not be as good as it
might but then again the event and par-
ticipants are legend. Even with the sound
down, some of these characters are

amazing with moments such as during
“You Can Have Her' when without mis-
sing a beat or dropping the melody, Jerry
Lee malevolently announces to one of
the crew 'Pull that plug out and I'll be
right over there!”

Jack Parnes
MADNESS
Divine Madness
(Virgin Music Video)

You bought these promos before, split
over two volumes. Now, with freshly
filmed links ‘and a complete set of
Japanese TV ads, they're back!
They are also still quite excellent. Promos
from a time before huge budgets
replaced imagination and marketing men
replaced inspiration.

Andrew Windsor

BLOODY BIKERS

Michael Elphick and Neil Morrissey
take Brian O'Donnell on a vampire hunt ...

The stars were in Birmingham to prom-
ote the video release of “| Bought a Vam-
pire Motorcycle®, a low budget British
comedy-horror filmed in the city. Michael
arrived in a very un-Ken Boon "act-or”
cravat while Neil was closer to his ‘Boon’
image with long hair and a leather. The
two were attracted to the film by the
script: “It was handed to us and it was
hilarious.” explained Neil, in a voice
nothing like his TV Brummie accent. “"He
was reading it in front of me,” added
Michael, in a voice which is unmistakably
Michael Elphick, and | said "What are you
looking at?’ and he handed it over and |
thought “We must have same of this!"”

The film has been described as very
English and Neil agrees. “It is English in
it's humour and charm. A lot of people,
even though it's gratuitously violent in
many places, have described it as a

truly great collection.

is our darhin™

May 29th.
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Charly is my darling and any other Blues and R'n’B fan's.

Charly Records have just released a tremendous series of mid-price C.D.’s and
cassettes (bye-bye vinyl). The "Masterworks’ series covers John Lee Hooker,
Guitar Jr. (Lonnie Brooks), Albert King, Otis Rush, Howlin” Wolf, Clarence
Brown, Lightnin’ Hopkins, Walter Washington, Muddy Waters, Buddy Guy,
Elmore James and John Mayall. Add a really cheap sampler and you have a

Rarer than rare 1953 cuts from Albert King; 1951 Ike Turner produced tracks
from Wolf at his meanest. An excellent Vee Jay era album from John Lec
Hooker, Fire and Fury cuts from Elmore James and on and on.....

Place an order with your nearest friendly dealer for a regular delivery. Charly

And look out for Ace’s reissue of BB King's ‘My Sweet Little Angel’, 2
classics from the 50s Modern label sessions now shining on CD.

Bear necessity time - Paul Lamb (5th) Johnny Mars (12th) Blues 'n’ Trouble
(19th) and a triple header of Sonny Leyland, The Sure Shots and Hot Lick
Cookies (26th) for Bearmingham Blues.

August Bank Holiday sees our own 5 day Blues Festival.

Finally, the man mountain guitar strangler Jesse Taylor, hits Birmingham on

charming film. It's like a cross between
“The Evil Dead’ and a Carry On picture.”
Neil and Michael have just finished
another low budget British film, this time
a western. Michael told me that the film’'s
lack of finances meant that everyone
involved helped out. “Even in things like
day-to-day expenses, hiring vehicles and
stuff like that. | mean we had a whip-
round - it's down to that." According to
Neil, money (or lack of it) isn"t that impor-
tant: "It doesn't mean you can't make a
good film ‘cos you use the story and
characters to make it interesting.”

"... Vampire Motorcycle’ picked up some
very impressive reviews and both actors
are very pleased with it. "I think it's a very
funny piece of entertainment,” says
Elphick, “what's clear is that we all
enjoyed doing it. | think that comes over.
And it is a good laugh!”

Blue Notes

FANCY WOOTTON
Brum Beat’s Blues Correspondent
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THE MAN

IN THE MOON

Mike Davies shoots
the breeze with
Shoot the Moon.

As anyone who read my live review a couple of
months back will know, I rather rate Shoot The Moon.
And with a new demo just completed and having
pared back to a four-piece line-up of singer Richard
Brookes, Dean Jones, formerly of the underrated Pri-
vate ID, on guitar, bassist John McQueen and drum-
mer Peter Walker, it seemed an appropriate time to
shed some light on this musical lunarcy. (Correct
spelling )

Brookes used to play with Duran wannabees and
sailor suit fans Club 2] (and diplomatically doesn't
remind me of various slaggings I gave them) but
when they finally spluttered to a halt in 1986, decided
to pursue a solo career. “I'd been writing songs for
some time that weren't getting used anyway. [ got a
management deal and spent two years recording but
not really achieving anything because [ was working
with this guy who was into computers whereas the
material was written on acoustic guitar. Then I got
some interest with Polygram who suggested I should
get myself a band. Having been through the Club 21
experience, | wasn't that keen, but they pushed me

and I have to say it was the best thing I could have
done.”

Taking their name from the Alan Parker film (and
definitely not from the US slang for jacking up) and
having spent a year rehearsing, Shoot The Moon
began their gigging campaign, working to get the
name known and build a following. In past reviews
I've thrown in comparisons from FYC to Creedence,

HYPERSONICS
& DIGEE AL PRODUCTION
DEMO D' FROMV

74 Gravelley

4 Chapel Hill, Cromford
itlock, Derbyshire DDE4 30,

from Loving Spoonful jugband to T. Rex. An eclectic
collection of influences to which Brookes is happy to
oW up.

“As a writer | go through fads and I'm completely
influenced by what I'm into at the time. I'll listen to
something for two or three weeks and that'll influ-
ence the next clutch of songs. Then I'll be into some-
thing else. I grew up on Roxy and Bolan, but basically
I just like good songs and all kinds of music.”

As anyone who's seen or heard them will recognise,
first and foremost, Shoot The Moon are about pop
songs. Plain and simple. Complete with a song called
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"Shoo-Be-Doo"! “Absolutely,” admits Brookes. “I do
what I do as well as | can, but it's important to realise
that for Joe Bloggs, music is three minutes on the
radio. Something he hums on the bus or in the bath.
He's not analytical about it like musicians. We are a
pop band. We are about those three minutes on the

radio. Adult pop as opposed to Chesney Hawkes. A

lot of it's tongue in cheek. And if there's a message in
the songs (and, like the bouncalong ‘Mother Nature',
several have noticeable common sense social
awareness ecological slants) then that's open to
interpretation. We're not here to force things on
people. If you get sidetracked into using music as a
political soap box then ultimately you lose it. Look at
Paul Weller (yeh, but look at Billy Bragg too). And
while music is important and you do have a responsi-
bility if you're in a position to influence people, once
they're past 18 or 19 music is really just something to
listen to.”

Having experienced the headaches of a self-
financed solo single, Broockes wary of going that
route with the band. And while hopeful of having pro-
duct out in the not too distant future, as of yet they've
not made any concerted approach to the labels. “We
wanted to make sure we were together live first, so
that if someone comes to see us we don't blow it".

There seems little danger of that. Although it's get-
ting harder rather than easier to get gigs in Birming-
ham (“the city does nothing to support the scene. It's
really terrible now. We could do with a good agent if
anyone's reading this!"), Shoot The Moon really do
embody the 60s spirit of live pop. No intense shoe-
gazing, no self-indulgent muso trips. Just instantly
catchy songs, irresistible infectious melodies and a
sense of immense fun coupled with intelligence.
"People enjoy it. They get up and dance,” says
Brookes with matter of fact pride. “It's light. It's not to

be taken seriously. It's entertainment. Thats what
we're doing.”

And | for one am over the Moon about it.
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MIDDLE ENGLISH SETTLEMENT

Why does Henry VIII appear on XTC's album
thanks? Mike Davies investigates their renais-
sance.

Gun called their new album Gallus, Scottish for
pretty bloody good. XTC's is called Nonsuch,
medieval English for without equal. No doubt
somone will call theirs the Dog's Bollocks.
Enough. Nonsuch is aptly titled, even if it’s taken
three years to arrive.

However, as Andy Partridge revealed at one point
it didn't seem as though the damn thing would
even get made.

“I'm highly embrassed by the long gap. It wasn't
intentional. We'd been made to wait at the non-
sensical request of the record company (Virgin).
Indeed, we'd delivered 25 songs as soon as we
could after finishing promotion on ‘Oranges &
lemons’. But the A&R man said he didn’t like
them, go away and start again. We were aghast.
These were some of the best songs we'd ever writ-
ten. But no, he wanted more Eventually we deli-
vered 32 new songs and he said he liked one of
them! Could we write some more.

“He actually said if we didn’t write an album with
12 guaranteed Top 10 singles we wouldn’t be mak-
ing a new record. | had to have a tantrum. It was
obvious this guy simply didn't like us. Fortunately
he left the company and saved any more argu-
ments.”

Despite making a string of fine pop songs, XTC
have never seemed too bothered about showbizzy
popular success, or, as Partridge puts it, “making
the public gag on it.” Even so, it's ironic that their
biggest sales have actually been with their affec-
tionately pastiching alter-ego The Dukes of
Stratosphere, “At that point in our career ‘The Big
Express’ had sold 30,000 in the UK when we
released the first album, ‘25 O°Clock’. It sold
90,000. So we were in the strange position of a fun
pseudonymn selling three times the real thing.”
Not surprisingly Virgin would eagerly like to see a
third album to follow up Psonic Psunspot. Tough
luck.

“We knocked it on the head with number two. |
think we’d just about said thank you to everyone.
But who's to say they won't rise from the ashes in
another form. There’s a lot of projects I'd like to do
that would benefit from anonymity. Actually the
Dukes were supposed to be anonymous, but Vir-
gin couldn’t resist telling everyone who we were!”
Given the Dukes’ fondness for pastich, 1t's ironic
to listen to Nonsuch and note how clearly XTC
wear their influences happily on their catchy
sleeves. Brian Wilson's an obvious one, but when
I suggest ‘Omnibus’ sounds like 10cc, Partridge
almost chokes.

“Agghh. 1 didn't like them at all! I give you the
Beach Boys, that's always been there. But 10cc! The
worst insult we ever had was being called XTCC.”
Partridge is happy to own up to any influences that
surface, consciously or otherwise, but insists they
don’'t deconstruct the past and reassemble it with
their own tunes.

“We don'’t copy specific things. I'm not a thief, but
we may say can you make this sound a bit like that
thing George Harrison does or that tone on an old
Kinks record. It's points of reference.”

But no contemporary reference points?

Not at all. Look how much of the Top 40 is purely -

mechanical. Even the vocals. It's very diffuclt to
refer to that lack of flair.”

Indeed, he doesn't even listen to contemporary
pOp music. .

“All the records I've bought in the past year have
been Early Music, late Medieval, early Renais-
sance. There's no snobbery to it. I'll buy a record
just because of the picture on the front. It gives me
a great lift, the instruments are so mud-coloured,
so turf-like. [t's all I play at home. If | go out the
wife puts on pop radio, but when I come back I

® XTC

have to turn it off. It annoys me because it's vio-
lently mechanical performances. It's like listening
to the spin cycle.”

The Old English touch of the title extends to the
graphic design of the album, but also perhaps to
Partridge’s lyrics, his use of language construction
and metaphors. Assuming the music comes from
the West Coast, are the words an EngLit heritage?
“Musically, 1 actually think I'm carrying on an
English pop tradition. I never heard rock 'n’ roll. In
50s England it didn’t really exist unless you saw it
at a film or knew a sailor who brought back
records. I missed all that. I was at a more impres-
sionable age in the mid 60s beat era. | was into the
Kinks, Beatles, Small Faces, but | didn’t like the
actual Americans. | found Dylan too whiney. My
biggest influences were those second or third
hand English groups. As to the words, I haven't
the faintest idea. They're probably more con-

nected to Music Hall than anything. I never really
read a book of my own volition till T was 15 and
then | started anus first with The Soft Machine. But
| was petrified of reading areas of print without
pictures. So | really can’t say who influences me.”
Er, Henry VIII perhaps?

“Oh that. He was the king who ordered the village
of Cuddington to be flattened so he could build
this dream palace that would be truly nonsuch,
having no equal. Then some 200 years later it was
pulled down. The most magnificent piece of
architecture built in England no longer exists. The
sleeve mention was a reminder that no matter how
brilliant a work of art may be, it can disappear. No
matter how much effort you put into your art, it
will shortly cease to be.

“Depending on how good your marketing dept is
of course. Our Australian label actually deleted
‘Oranges and Lemons’ after one month!”

Having consigned the station to the annals of spin-
cycle chart-wash and pension fund revivalism, His
Lordship is pleased to note that swarthy BOB
LAWRENCE is forsaking the honeyed shores of
Buzz FM to take up the rock show mantle on BRMB.
His Lordship trusts however that these many years
programming geriatric radio at Beacon and Buzz
hasn’t dulled his sense of experiment and street
awareness entirely.

His Lordship is also greatly looking forward to the
Classical Fireworks Spectacular at Cannon Hill this
late spring. Particularly so if grinning goon, and
friend of the organiser, GORDON ASTLEY hosts
the occasion as has been suggested. The reason for
His Lordship’s anticipation lies in the fact that when
JOHN MOYSTN learned of Gastley’s likely pre-
sence, he declared, and His Lordship quotes, “If he
does it, you'll have to put me in jail because I'll shoot
him.”

LORD HAW HAW
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It would seem that Mr Mostyn’s guite understanda-
ble attitude harks back to last year's event when, fol-
lowing the stunning finale, the inane Astley bounced
on stage and proceded to wreck the whole moment of
perfect epiphany with his banal Mr DJ chatter. Mos-
tyn, it seems, had to be physically restrained from
hurling himself upon the gibbering fool on that occa-
sion and this year, pre-warned as to what to expect,
vows to strike a blow in the name of good taste, if
matters are allowed to proceed as proposed.

His Lordship also welcomes news that the Cannon
Hill Open Air Arena. the site of the legendary Lark
In The Parks, is to be renovated and reopened for
live concerts. However, His Lordship must seriously
question the wisdom of allowing the involvement of
the more, shall we say, ‘sheltered’ of local officials in
deciding how things should be run. After all, was not
one such gent heard to protest against erecting a can-
vas canopy over the stage in the event of rain, as the
raindrops might distract the musicians. Ho Hum.
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Is it within the grasp of Carter
USM? Steve Morris takes a sound- o
ing from the man they call Fruitbat.

L] .I -I -:.‘I-.‘I-.‘I‘I -
-

T
L

LN
CE N
-

L

aE
-
.
.
B e

- =
L -
"

llilll‘llll‘l'l.".+"

“1992 - The Love Album’, Carter
USM’s current collection
climaxes with the old show tune,
‘The Impossible Dream’. A song
of unbridled optimism and belief
in the human spirit's ability to 3
pull through. No matter what.
It's a song that typifies Carter. A
glowing pointer to the ambiva-
lence that straddles their posi-
tion as indie good guys and their S35
obvious joy in the grandly theat-
rica. They're not alone.
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Remember The Sensational Alex = s
Harvey Band? Correct, Alex 3= e
sounded nothing like Carter but %3 - B e e

he shared the absolute values of
humanity and the love of the
showbiz wrapping. It's a tradition
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that’s also touched lan Dury and
Madness.

It's also a tradition with traps.
After all the working class boy
who becomes a pop star has the
tabloids to answer to. The head-
line’is already and waiting: Will
success spoil Carter?

“1 think the main thing is that no
matter how successful we get,
we're still the same people, is
Fruitbat’s defence, we've always
been honest with ourselves.” He
does add a rider, “So far it hasn't
changed me. | can't say for the
future.”

It could be argued however, that
a dilution of Carter is happening.
That success needing success to
prosper dulls the message. After
all isn’t the celebrated AID5 mes-
sage of current single ‘The Only
Living Boy In New Cross’ deliber-
ately opaque to facilitate radio
play?

“Well if it had been (clearer) it
wouldn’t have got played on the
radio and no one would have
bought it.” is Fruitbat's perhaps
surprising answer. “The thing is
that song is not written as an
AIDS song, it's written as a love
song taking AIDS into account.
This is not our song about AIDS.”
In the event, the press release
that accompanied advance tapes
of the single was unequivocally
AIDS related.

“Well that is the serious message
that's going along with it. When
we wrote the song, we thought
when people ask us about it what
dre we going to say? There was no
way we could say this is our AIDS
song because it would look like
we have this list of subjects;
we're going to have one about
alcoholism, we're going to have
one about army bullying and so
on. We didn’t want it to appear
like that, we wanted it to come

out as a song first and then prom-
ote discussion on it.”

Perhaps the greatest success is
that Carter wrap their discus-
sions in a hydra headed high
energy cocktail of influences. As
Fruitbat laughingly puts it, “We
steal from everyone!” adding
with a reference to the current
‘Ruby Tuesday’ case, “That's why
we're in so much trouble.” It's
wrong though, to assume that
because Carter appropriate a
couple of words that have fil-
tered down into the fabric of lan-
guage, (as opposed to wilfully
nicking a Stones song for profit,
Mr. Klein) that their approach is
the same a the current breed of
dance samplers.

“We've been a songwriting
partnership for about ten years
now and we've always written
tunes. The songs are always the
most important, we want to write
good songs, brilliant songs, clas-
sic songs and make classic sing-
les ... that happen to have a mes-
sage.”

So tell us, Fruitbat, how does
‘1992 - The Love Album’ fit that
criteria? "It’s us baring our souls
a lot more than it has been
before, it's not just a list of com-
plaints like the other LPs have
been. It's kind of embarrassingly
uncompromising in the way that
the lyrics are a lot more
straightforward.” And a clutch of
cracking tunes folks!

And finally a career tip from Fruit-
bat. We're talking about the
press treatment of Carter the pop
stars and how the tabloids treat
them when he tells me, “When
the lies are in the tabloids, you
just have to accept it. It's when
the untruths are in the music
press that you get annoyed,
unless we've made them up our-

selves, like the U2 one!”

Which was ...

“We just decided one day that we
were going to say that we were
going to support U2 in America.
And all of a sudden it was fact

with everyone asking us about it.
In the end U2’s management,
rang up and they actually thought
it was a good idea!”

If you want to get ahead, get a
scam?

BACK BY
POPULAR
DEMAND

ALL THE MUSIC

ALL THE
DIALOGUE

BOOK BY PHONE 021-622 7486 ~

@z=» BOX OFFICE OPEN MON-SAT 10am-8pm Wi
w— PARTY BOOKINGS 021-622 6043
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DELTA BLUES

Dave Massey witnesses an ‘urch for growing’ (ouch! Ed.)

Jumping off the style bandwagon can, for a working
band, be an experience akin to hurling yourself off
the London to Manchester express as it reaches the
‘Tamworth Triangle’, but jingly teen-popsters come
indie exponents The Sea Urchins, have done just
that. With a French release (on the Danceteria label)
and a Japan only CD single about to wing its way to
the orient to spice up a few corporate eastern work-
outs, they have decided to make a complete break
from their own recent history - to such a point that
when the Synthetian's Bob Stanley rang to ask if he
could use a Sea Urchin single, he was told politely,
but firmly, to bog off. In the words of manager Hugh
Harkin, “Resuscitating the past isn't going to do any
good”. So, shining like a National Guitar, the not-so-
hippy Delta's (apologies to Paul Simon) are in the
process of emerging from the Urchin’s shards.

lends a ‘Beautiful South’ quality to the vocals, the
bass and drums pinning everything down with a
loose groove that gives the demo a laid back,
ethereal feel. Chapter 22 Records have already
shown an interest in Delta's material and are waiting
to hear some more up-tempo songs at their pre-
miere live show. “We've got a demo of two or three
songs and we're going into the studio in the next
few days to record three or maybe more which will
be more representative of where we are at at the
moment. Our debut gig is set and we know that
someone from Chapter 22 is going to be coming
along. We are also trying to set up a showcase gig in
London. You need to be able to perform live as well
as produce a good demo, the two go hand in hand.
I'm not really into that great myth about rock and roll
bands on the road - if you can’t record a classic song
in the studio, it's a bit pointless. Great gigs and great

Lead singer and guitarist James Roberts told me, records go hand in hand really.”

“The Sea Urchins started off in that indie scene that
began in the mid 80's - | think we were the Birmin-
gham version of E‘F‘Wﬂk- We progressed a blt from what the band is, isn’t easy, especially if the song
that whole 60's thing, although we all still Ike that % = writing is all from the same source (mainly James).
_rr:lusm and |'g's a massive influence on what we do, o . " -Asaparting shot, | wondered where he got his inspi-
t's not so important now. Delta Is just trying to ration from - life, the universe or something else, (an
move away from all that and get into the classic  Only bass player Matthew Eaton isanew additionto  opportunity to wax lyrical | thought)...

band thing - just trying to write some good songs  the original line-up, and Delta are using only three  “Shit, | don't know - it's wherever you are at when
and play them the way that the songs dictate rather  sangs from the old live set. Jangly guitars remain you get a good ditty on the guitar isn't it?"

than any particular style. the lynch-pin of their sound while lead singer James ~ Absolutely.
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DON'T MISS THE
4TH ANNUAL MOTORSHOW 1992

Come along and join in the fun with the

Trying to break away from people's conceptions of

ity

a

Beacon Radio Roadshow - Radio WABC Roadshow - Citroen Ski Team
Daihatsu Freefall Parachute Team - The Sunday Sport Girls
The Untouchables - Take That - Craft Fair - Classic and Vintage Car Displays
and much, much more

Don’t miss it - Its a great day out for all the family - Admission is free at
Himley Hall - Dudley on Sunday 17th May 1992



Donovan Leitch emerges once
more. This time it’s the 'Hurdy
Gurdy UK Tour’ which visits
Birmingham Town Hall on
Sunday 17th May. One week
earlier, Stockton’s Wing are at
the same venue. Opening the
monthly account at the Town
Hall, is my very favourite

Campfire folkie from the Quiet
Valley Ranch, Michelle
Johnson. Sorry, Michelle

Shocked. With album numero
four, ‘Arkansas Traveller’
already on the racks, it's time to
tread those ‘horeds’ once more.

Fresh from his late April set at
the Digbeth Irish Centre, Paul
Brady appears once again with
his acoustic songs n’ jokes n’
stories show at Wol
verhampton Wulfrun Hall on
Thursday 21st. The Oyster
Band also make it a duo of local
dates, with a Civic Hall appear-
ance on Friday 29th.

To be honest, I've long
retained doubts about the
genuine nature of k.d. lang dis-
covering her Patsy Cline niche
back in 1989 with ‘Shadow-
lands’. And that’s despite the
fact of having a road band cal-
led the Reclines. From way
back, as well. (There’s a pic of
Patsy on the sleeve of her 1984

album. lang-ophile Ed.). Cyni-
cism led me to believe that the
cowpunk rhythms of earlier
efforts ‘A Truly Western
Experience’ (Bumstead) and
‘Angel With A Larat’ (Sire)
just weren’t cutting the finan-
cial mustard. Trouble is, her
subsequent efforts leading up
to the recently issued ‘Ingenue’
(Sire) are sucking this wrnter
into a black hole of total belief.
The opportunity to check out
the lang’s chops, comes on
Tuesday S5th May with her
Symphony Hall gig.

As if you haven't already
noticed, i1t’s Summer Festival
time again. The 16th Edale
Bluegrass Festival takes place
at Nether Ollerton Farm,
Edale, Derbyshire from Thurs-
day 28th through to Sunday
31st May. Headliming this
year’s bill is Allison Krauss and
Union Station. This Illinois

born wunderkind, has taken
the bluegrass field by storm in
the last couple of years, reap-
ing numerous awards including
a Grammy along the way. On
the evening of Thursday 28th,
there’s a special show featuring
Nashville based fiddle genius,
Mark O Conner. For further
details, contact Tom Travis on
061 236 3326 (day) 0457 861789
(night). Upton Upon Severn
Folk Festival is held on Maylst
through 4th. For details con-
tact 28 Minge Lane, Upton
Upon Severn, Worcester. Tel.
0684 63849 or 393663. For
details of the May 15th to 17th
Shipston Folk Weekend, con-
tact Home Farm, Admington,
Shipston-on-Stour,  Warks.
Tel. 0789 450250.

Here’'s one for the couch
potato concert fan. Armed
merely with a television set, in
the privacy of your own abode,

you can witness the recent 25th
Annual Country Music Associ-
ation Awards Show on Mon-
day 4th May at 7pm, Channel
4. Among the countless artists
featured are Garth Brooks,

‘The Judds, Vince Gill, Mary

Chapin Carpenter, Albert Lee,
George Strait, Tnisha Year-
wood, Marty Stuart, the Ken-
tucky Headhunters and....wait
for it .... Roy Rogers. You
have been forearmed!

Billed as ‘The Last Word’
Farewell Tour with an eleven
track, Special Delivery label
album of the same name
already in the stores, Clive
Gregson & Chnstine Colhister
are scheduled for a couple of
local dates. The first on Wed-
nesday 13th May is at Wol-
verhampton Wulfrun Hall,
while they're featured in the
more intimate surroundings of
the Red Lion Folk Club, in
Kings Heath on Saturday 23rd.
Christine is embarking on a
solo career, while Clive will
continue working as a session
musician, producer and of
course, songwriter.

The Hibernian roots deeper
into the crossover ether during
the coming month. Freddie
White appears on Friday 6th,
with world musician Al Has-

SHLVER
SHICFIN

The major reissue this month is Con-
noisseur Collection's ‘25 Years Of
Rock’N'Roll Volume 2'. So far five vol-
umes spanning 59 to ‘63 have
appeared containing one hundred
cuts.

Now Brum Beat readers catching the
series’ subtitle, ‘Radio One’s Simon
Bates Golden Hour Presents’, might
run for the hills but fear not; a) the
series coincides with the station’s
quarter century so it's simply a sensi-
ble marketing ploy and b) it's my
guess that Connoisseur’s Mark Strat-
ford has wielded editorial control
rather than the loathsome Bates. This
is the Collection's second massive
look at R'n'R’s silver years so the obvi-
ous choices have already gone, and
the company is sensibly priding itself
on a no duplication policy. It would be
facile to cherry pick either high (or low)
spots here; suffice it to say that if
you're starting a pop collection on CD
and want a representative back
catalogue that won't break the bank,
this is the ideal foundation.

Carole King's sixth solo set, "Wrap
Around Joy' reappears care of Thun-
derbolt /| Magnum and whilst no
‘Tapestry’ it's classy mid seventies LA
style AOR demonstrates how wide of
the mark this year'’s model, baffling
Bev Craven, really is. Magnum also
have ‘All The Best' from Rick Nelson.
It's a re-recording of his career best
from 'Stood Up’ to ‘Garden Party’ and
whilst hardly recommendable when
the true originals are in the racks, the

performances are so relaxed and
assured, they do no harm at all to the
Nelson legacy. ,

Ace Records are also bayou bound
with a twenty-five track "Swallow
Louisiana Cajun Special Vol 2'. With
legends like Nathan Abshire, The Balfa
Brothers and Belton Richard marinat-
ing the lesser known (but red hot) con-
tributors it's a great month for gumbo
guzzlers.

King Pleasure And The Biscuit Boys /
Big Town Playboys fans should note
that Ace have dug deep into the Spe-
ciality vault to make shiny Joe Hous-
ton's ‘Cornbread And Cabbage
Greens' (featuring long time KP stage
fave 'All Night Long’) and Chuck Hig-
gins ‘Pachuko Hop'.

Music Club receive the wooden spoon
of the month for ‘Orchestral Rock Il in
which The Vienna Symphonic
Orchestra do damage to the likes of
‘Stairway To Heaven' and a Queen
Medley on a scale that makes the
Tories attack on the NHS seem trifling.
The label regains ground with an
excellent ‘Kings Of Cajun’ set that
offers 22 great ‘stomps from the
swamps', performed by genuine
giants of the genre, for about six quid.
The Clubbers have also squashed
onto one disc all aural necessities by
Marilyn Monroe. They've called it,
‘The Essential Recordings’ and
clothed it in an impressive booklet of
pics and biog. With the seventies
vying for fashion acceptance Music
Club’s ‘Get On Up - 16 Saturday Night
Stompers' should be on your pose
purchase list. All you need from Vil-
lage People, Grandmaster Flash,
Trammps, Sharon Redd, Bohannon
and more, more, more!
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san Kaba (from Egypt) there
on the following evening. The
Davy  Spillane  Band’s
rescheduled date from March,
is now confirmed for Saturday
9th May. At the same venue on
Wednesday 13th it's Mike
Silver, while on Saturday 16th
it's those Sons Of The Desert.
The following night sees the
much lauded Oyster Band per-
form some cuts from their new
Cooking Vinyl offering ‘Deser-
ters’.

Local Club dates for the month
of May:- Fri 1st: Simon Thou-
mire (Woodman, Kingswin-
ford), Singers Night (Old Mar-
ket Tavern, Moseley St.); Sat
2nd; Harvey Andrews (Red
Lion, Kings Heath); Fr 8th:
Chris Foster (Woodman), Jim
Couza (Market Tavern); Sat
9th: Maddy Prior & Rick
Kemp (Red Lion); Fn 15th:
Huw & Tony Williams (Wood-
man), Singers Night (Market
Tavern); Sat 16th: Vin Garbutt
(Red Lion); Fri 22nd: Singers
Night (Woodman); T.B.C.
(Market Tavern); Sat 23rd:
Clive Gregson & Christine
Collister (Red Lion); Fri 29th:
Norman & Betty McDonald
(Woodman), Singers Night
(Market Tavern); Sat 30th:
Alias Ron Kavana (Red Lion).

GREGSON & COLLISTER
it L

THE

12 BRISTOL The Thekla

13 WOLVERHAMPTON "éul;ulfrun Hall
16 KENDAL Brewery Arts Cenlre

17 NEWCASTLE Playhouse

18 BURNLEY Mechanics Arts Centre
20 LEEDS Irish Centre :

21 SHEFFIELD Brincliffe Oaks Hotel
22 SPALDING Elioe Hall

24

23 BIRMINGHAM Red Lion Club
NOTTINGHAM

Woollaton Park Fuﬂlit?n

26 LONDON Queen Elizabeth Holl
27 EXETER Barnfield Theatre
28 CHELTENHAM Town Hall Pillar Room

30 MANCHESTER Lesser Free Trade Hall (5.30 pm & 8.30 pm)|

NEW ALBUM ‘THE LAST WORD’ RELEASED APRIL 20TH
ON SPECIAL DELIVERY RECORDS (SPDCD 1045/ SPDC1045)
VER/PINNACLE

- DISTRIBUTED BY REV

“The state of the art” (Rolling Stone)

0782 717600
0522 523000
0206 577301
0277 218897
0603 660352
081 577 6969
0462 672893
10703 229319
0272 293301
0902 312030
0539 725133
091 232 7079
0282 30055
0532 480887
0742 349636
0775 725031
021 444 7258
0602 419741
071 928 8800
0392 421111

. 0242523690 |
061236 7110
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HUGH AND KATY

MOFFATT

Dance Me Outside
(Rounder/Philo via Topic

Records)

This eleven track duet album is
long overdue in my book, con-
sidering their stunning interpre-
tation of Hugh's ‘Jack and Lucy’
from five years back. Co-pro-
duced by Hugh and Katy with
Emmylou Harris / Rodney
Crowell associate Donivan Cow-
art at the controls of the Enactron
Truck, it falls mainly within an
acoustic setting. Our own Albert
Lee pitches in some neat guitar
licks, while Buddy Emmons’
steel and dobro balances well
with Tim O'Brien’s refined man-
dolin breaks.

The album kicks off with Tom
Kell's ‘it's Been Decided’ and
closes with the Chip Moman/Dan
Penn classic ‘Dark End Of The
Street’. Elsewhere the duo
reprise ‘We'll Sweep Out The
Ashes (In The Morning); cut
nearly two decades ago by
Emmylou and Gram Parsons.
Hugh supplies four new tunes,
while three of Katy's collabora-
tions are featured, including the
album title track written with
Tom Russell.

‘Dance Me Qutside’ is a fine low
key set which amply displays
Hugh's talent as a writer and per-
former, while that heart rending
ache in Katy's voice does it every
time for me. That the lady can
pen a neat song was never in
doubt.

Arthur Wood

LEON RUSSELL
Anything Can Happen

(Virgin America)

A couple of decades back Russell
wielded some large influence.
Coming from the southern states
scene his musical ringmastering
of the Joe Cocker / Mad Dogs
tour set him up as a man of
legend and ability.

This album finds the man of
influence returning courtesy of
Bruce Hornsby, one of the influ-
enced. Sadly this is not one of the
great comebacks. Russell
sounds for much of the time like
a sideman on his own record. For
instance on ‘Stranded On Easy
Street’ his trademark gospel /
R&B piano ripples recognisably
but the song is weak and the

band sound uncommitted.
There's just no grit.
Equally Russell's hallmark

gnarled vocals sound uncom-
fortable fronting a lacklustre
band instead of being invigo-
rated by hard playing.

Sadly playing this back to back
with ‘Delta Lady’ from way back
when, is no contest. As a com-

eback this is a totally misjudged

false start.

Steve Morris

vV

CHRISTINE ALBERT

Texafrance
(Gambini Global / Import)

Austin's leading songbirds have
been musically surveying their
ancestral roots of late. Last year
San Antonio raised chanteuse
Tish Hinojosa, looked southward
with ‘Aquella Noche'. This year
Christine Albert takes to the
wing, westward across the
Atlantic, to present us with the
eleven stunning cuts that com-
pose Texafrance'.

Born in Upstate New York of a
Swiss/French mother, Albert
received her adolescent school-
ing in New Mexico and finally
settled in the musically fertile
haven of Austin, Texas a decade
back.

Aided in this bilingual project by
the cream of Austin's acoustic
pickers and strummers etc, pro-
ducer Mitch Watkins has intelli-
gently employed the colours at
his disposal. Albert’s voice how-
ever is the jewel in this particular
crown.

Whether as the writer of original
songs, ‘La Lumiere De L'Amour’
and ‘Je Reve De Toi’ or in inter-
pretting angst filled Piaf classics
‘La Vie En Rose’' and ‘'Hymne A
L'Amour’ Albert's voice soars
and glides with ease. Elsewhere
Bob Seger, Jane Gillman, plus
George & Ira Gershwin tunes,
experience the ‘Texafrance’
treatment.

With "92 being a significantly
Euro-oriented year, ‘Texafrance’
is a fitting musical contribution.
Lest your native island bound
isolationism prevents you from
contemplating this disc, Albert
neatly mingles Anglais/Francais
throughout the set!

(Available from Gambini Global,
PO Box 49207, Austin, Texas
78765. CD $11.00 and cassette
$7.50 each.)

Arthur Wood

VARIOUS / OST
The Commitments

Vol. 2
(MCA)

Time to capitalise on the left
overs. A few that made the film,
but luckily not the original
album, padded out with sweep-
ings from the editing room floor
to a generous thirty six minutes!
Well it's not that bad (short play-
ing time aside) though admit-
tedly proceedings do flag when
Andrew Strong takes a breather.
Robert Arkins is no match as a
bloodless 'Fa-Fa-Fa-Fa-Fa (Sad
Song)’ amply illustrates. A fact
that is surprising as his duet with
Angeline Ball on ‘Bring It On
Home To Me' is above par.

It is not as essential as Vol. 1; for
the committed only you might
say.

Steve Morris

VARIOUS ARTISTS
Threadgill’s Supper

Session
(Buddy Records - import
cassette only)

Neat title, huh? Just proves that
there's still a few folk stalking
this planet, who possess sixties
sensibilities.

OK, let's get the history lesson
over with. Back in 1933, the late
Kenneth Threadgill, old time
country singer and yodeller
extraordinaire, opened a bar in
an abandoned North Austin fil-
ling station. Over the ensuing
decades the bar became a legen-
dary stop over for musicians.
These days, on the same site
you'll find Threadgill's Restaur-
ant.

With Jimmie Dale Gilmore regu-
larly at the helm, Wednesday
night ‘Sittin'n'Singin’ For Sup-
per’ sessions became a tradition
at the eatery; until early last year
when JD handed in his badge.
Sometime sideman Champ
Hood, was the chosen replace-
ment.

This ‘Supper’ live tape recorded
last September (and hopefully
the first of many), features con-
tributions from the new and old

"hosts, plus Marcia Ball, Christine

Albert, Sarah Elizabeth Campbell
and the unique Butch Hancock.
They're aided throughout this
sixty minute plus set by an A-
Team of local pickers. Tradition
dictates that the set kicks off with
Jimmie Rodgers ‘Waitin For A
Train' and closes with “Sittin’ On
Top Of The World'. In between,
there's a ton of tunes, traditional
and new, loads of atmosphere
and some damned fine pic-
kin‘n‘grinnin’. It's also your best
chance to hear the Threadgill's
remix of Hancock's ‘Bluebird’.

Come to think of it, this compila-
tion deserves a UK release via an
outlet such as Demon. Overto U

Essential for any self respecting
Texophile it's £7.50 a copy, from
Buddy Records, 1121-B Bluebon-
net Lane, Austin, Texas 78704.

Arthur Wond

BIGGIE TEMBO

Out Of Africa
(Cooking Vinyl)

Ex-Bhundu Boys front man Big-
gie emerges with an album that
takes traditional Zimbabwean
melodies and transposes them
into vibrant African dance cuts,
notably ‘Mozambique’ - a song
that damns South African inter-
ventionism whilst curling up the
toes and causing hips to sway!
The Bhundu Boys were late BO's
mega cult hits, Biggie looks like
being a mid-90's cultural rave
star |

Kevin Wilson

MARY COUGHLAN

Sentimental Killer
(eastwest)

Not big on surprises, while
rather patchy this is exactly what
you'd expect from a Coughlan
album. Smokey jazz-blues and
stylistic nods to Brel and Brecht
(notably “There Is A Bed' and
‘Love In The Shadows'] with
biter romantic songs of stained
sheets, bruised hearts, death and
drink. On some she simply tries
too hard and demolishes the
song, Cohen’s ‘Aint No Cure For
Love’ is belaboured and over-
blown, and her version of 'Hand-
bags & Gladrags’ is a pale
shadow of Chris Farlowe's. On
the other hand she works won-
ders with Jim Webb's Four Tops
hit ‘Do What You Gotta Do (oddly
credited on the cassette as ‘Bal-
lad of A Sad Young Man’).
Equally positively, the roots-gos-
pel and Catholic imagery of
‘Magdalen’s Laundry’ is a stun-
ner, she does a perfect Piaf waltz
through 'Hearts’, and the playful
‘Just a Friend of Mine' is a won-
derful Eartha Kitt skittish jazz.
Not a great album but one of the
few where you can genuinely
taste the nicotine and smell the
whiskey on the breath.
Mike Davies

THE REVEREND

BROWN AND THE
EARLY BIRDS

Well Bless My Soul!
(Boshay Music / Mail Order)

It would be easy to dismiss this
self produced sixteen track set
on the basis that the vocals are a
bit one dimensional, that the
rhythm section can be a tad pon-
derous and that the material, all
self penned, is derivative and
thematically samey.

But that would be ignoring two
major facts; this is a blues set
and in the blues all of those con-
siderations mean diddley if there
ain't the 'feel’. And this has the
'feel’,

The Rev's voice may not be the
best but its whisky and untipped
texture is convincing, and his
guitar mauling is just dandy. His
six string sermons wail and coax,
scream and plead with a raw
untamed edge. He may be a little
undisciplined in places but hell,
how are you gonna train the
‘feel?

No, the Rev and his altar boys
deliver the real thing. If Gary
Moore's current brand leading
albums are to your taste you owe
it to yourself to seek this out with
some vigour. It'll be like quaffing
scrumpy after Autumn Gold but
to paraphrase Dylan, if you start
on Burgundy you soon need the
harder stuff.

Steve Morris

BIRMITINGHAM

GREGSON &
COLLISTER

The Last Word
(Special Delivery)

And so it's farewell album and
tour time eh? Well, | suppose
Clive And Christine were never
going to replace Everything But
The Girl in bedsit affections.
They're far too bluff. Down to
earth. Imagine Mr Gregson dis-
cussing the philosopher of the
week or cultivating a goatee for
hip cred (as discovered on a Blue
Note album sleeve).

Trouble is their records were, by
and large, like them; plain folk
that took some time to make
friends with, honest individuals
you could rely on. Special in their
guiet ways.

‘The Last Word' is just that. It
doesn’t break the mould and
ensures that, sadly, their passing
will be largely unmarked.

Steve Morris

THE STARGAZERS
Back In Orbit
(Ace)

Now this is a band | have long
admired. Not a genre of music |
normally go ape about but their
cover of Bill Haley's Hit "Crazy
Man Crazy’ is pure jive Daddy-0!
With a smattering of band origi-
nals, ‘Baby, Baby, Baby' being
my favourite. Buy the album, get
the D.A. greased and Hail, Hail,
Rock 'n’ Roll!

Fancy Wootton

JOE COCKER
Night Calls
(Capitol)

That's all he's ever needed. A set
of solidly suitable songs, a col-
lection of sympathetic producers
and a manager who can deliver.
This sees all of those factors in
place. OK, so the sound may veer
to AOR in places but Cocker's
amazing wvoice refuses to be
smoothed. The grit and soul are
still the driving force. Cocker's
passion is the real thing, not the
ersatz Michael Bolton soft focus
mallarkey. Cocker's pain is too
real; blues based on personal
anguish that runs deeper than a
cancelled Beverley Hills hair
appointment.

Yet he applies that feel to com-
mercial songs from Elton John,
Prince, Don Dixon, Bryan Adams
and, with a hint to the early suc-
cess perhaps, Lennon [/
McCartney. All in all, a devastat-
ing combination that adds up to
one thing: The Joe Cocker revi-
val starts here. The man is going
to be massive; and quite right
too.

Steve Morris



BIG STAR

Sister Lovers / Third
Live

CHRIS BELL

| Am The Cosmos
(all Rykodisc)

During a brief interview segment
on ‘Live’, Big Star's notional
leader, Alex Chilton, is asked
whether he considers the band's
sixties flavoured music is anac-
hronistic. This happened in the
early seventies when ‘Live’ was
taped for broadcast. Such acom-
ment would be unthinkable
today with Big Star being a post-
humous legend and influence on
such as Teenage Fanclub.

“Third / Sister Lovers’ has previ-
ously been reissued (briefly)
under both titles; this issue com-
bines all tracks from the variants
to present, in excellent quality
sound for a change, the band's
third album as near as intended
at the time of gestation. It's a
strange addictive album too,
curiously pained and distant.
Obviously made by troubled
men, listening is akin to mental
voyeurism. A classic.

The aforementioned ‘Live' is
from a time pre “Sister Lovers'
and catches the trio raw. Chil-
ton's solo acoustic ‘Ballad Of El
Goodo’ is a standout item in an
album of rock blueprint.

Chris Bell was a founder member
of Big Star, he lasted one album.
His was the Beatle / Britpop voice
in the band that was to be
squashed by Chilton’s rougher
sensibilities. ‘| Am The Cosmos’
is his previously unissued solo
debut. It predates Jeff Lynne in
several ways though adds heart
and subtracts grandeur form
ELO's vision of the Lennon/
McCartney legacy. Ultimately
though, Bell's lack of personal
faith in his talent lends the album
too personal an edge for pure

pop escape.
Steve Morris

VARIOUS

The Chiswick Story-
Adventures Of An
Independent Record

Label 1975-1982
(Chiswick)

Chiswick grew out of a market
record stall, ‘Rock On’ situated in
London's Soho and immor-
talised by Thin Lizzy's ‘The
Rocker’' (Lizzy were once man-
aged by label co-founder Ted
Carroll fact fans).

It was, along with Stiff, which it
preceded, a major influence on
the growth of the indie scene as
we know it. As such a simple,
extremely well annotated, two
CD set seems to short change
that impact.

The fifty one cuts included tell
the story better than words and
indeed the lack of genuine
household names would damn
the package. However the spirit
of the operation and the sheer
energy of most cuts makes you
long for a nineties equivalent to
spring up.

Hidden on this disc you'll find
fledgling Joe Strummer, Kirsty
MacColl, Simple Minds, Billy
Bragg, Pogues and more; i.e. the
reverberations of Chiswick’'s
talent spotting are still being felt.
Great package, great label.

Steve Morris

MICHAEL NESMITH
The Older Stuff

From A Radio Engine
To The Photon Wing
Infinite Rider

On The Biﬂ Dogma

(Awareness Records)

The Older Stuff' is the snappily
titted bookend to last year's
'Newer Stuff and contains a
dozen and a half classics from
the RCA years. ‘'Some Of Shelly’s
Blues', ‘Different Drum’, ‘Propin-
quity’ and more tunes that make
life worthwhile. The curiously
titled ‘From A Radio Engine ..." is
the natural home of Nesmith's
hit 45, ‘Rio’ and a clutch more
songs that whilst rooted in coun-
try play well humoured havoc
with the straight laced genre. ‘In-
finite Rider ..." (if I'm not mista-
ken) makes its debut hereas a UK
release. The title simultaneously
revealing Nesmith's self depre-
catory humour and belief that
music should do more than col-
ourwash life. Many of this
album’s pieces saw the light of
day in the man's ahead of its
time, award winning long form
video, “Elephant Parts’ which is
due on the shelves soon.

These reissues are a labour of
love for label boss Andy Ware to
whom all music lovers should be
grateful. Andy has one Nesmith
reissue to go (‘Live At The
Palais’) before he (and we)
receive this year's best gift, "The
Garden’, a brand new Michael
Nesmith album and, dare we
hope, an accompanying gig.

Steve Morris

THE SPECIALS
Live At The
Moonlight Club
(2 Tone)

Live: Too Much
Too Young
(Receiver Records)

THE SELECTER

Out On The Streets
{Receiver Records)

Coventry: Ska-d for life! Or so it
would seem to judge from these
new arrivals. The Specials offer
two sets; the Moonlight from
May ‘79, taped on the eve of the
disastrous arrival of Thatcher as
PM, is pre debut single and hot
wired with energy and social
indignation. This set has existed
as a bootleg for some time and in
‘reissued’ sound quality is essen-
tial.

Too Much Too Young' is a high
quality soundboard recording
from an Aston Uni gig of the
same time (same tour?) that
kicks off with a vital ‘Gangsters’
and runs through a more com-
plete set than ‘Moonlight’. Taken
together they confirm The Spe-
cials as a worthy legend and an
unbeatable live experience.

The Selecter existed in the wake
of The Specials. That's not to
demean them, they were a great
guaranteed sweat drenched
party gig at all times. They were
simply less substantial, more
pop motivated. This album, cut
at Coventry's late TicToc last
December mates  original
frontliners Pauline Black and
Neol Davies with new bloods for
a live hits set that is every bit as
exhuberant as the hey day.

Steve Morris

OCEAN COLOUR
SCENE

Ocean Colour Scene
{Fan tana)

After last year's feverish praise,
things are looking decidedly
dodgy as the press exchange
glowing praise for scathing
sneers and singles emerge
stillborn. However, put fashiona-
ble contempt aside and listen
with the ears this deserves and
you'll discover no lack of gold
within,

Steve Craddock doesn't even
break a sweat to prove he's one
of the most gifted guitarists cur-
rently painting six string narco-
tic, crystalline waterfalls. And
nobody, but nobody can turn a
poisonous sweetness of phrase
like Simon Fowler.

Opening with the gentle bruises
of ‘Talk On’, their 60s influences
are obvious, though within the
Velvets and Beatles listen care-
fully and you might be surprised
to detect traces of the early
Gibbs; on the candy-clouded
‘Giving It All Away’ for example,
despite its George Harrison
Asian-pop subtexts {which sur-
face on several other occasions),
or 'Penny Pinching Rainy Heaven
Days'.

'Do Yourself a Favour’, a form-
less ‘'we can be tough’ work-out,
would have done the album a
favour by voting itself out of the
running, butit's the only stumble
on an otherwise graceful soft
psychedelic ride.

The three singles are all here
land it's forever a mystery why
‘One Of Those Days’ wasn't a
huge hit), as is the longtime
dramatic stage favourite "Third
Shade of Green’, still capable of
assaulting the gods. You'll also
find the inexplicably rejected
single 'Blue Deep Ocean’, a glori-
ous tidal wash of bliss that puts
lesser shoe-swayers to shame.
Here too is the six minute ‘Is She
Coming Home?', perhaps the
most obvious nod towards Sgt
Pepper Lennon. Mention too for
‘How About You', a fine piece of
bubbling popchew.

But perhaps the maost exquisite
of all is 'Justine’, a fragile,
baroque, acoustic number with
cello  backingl sung in
troubadour caress with only the
subtlest hint of its de Sade ances-
try. Mandatory listening, it's
worth the price of the disc alone.
The album's released in late
May. The music press is going to
rip it to shreds. | just thought
you'd like to know in advance,
they're lying.

Mike Davies

PELE

Fireworks
(Polydor)

Not surprisingly Pele's poppy
fiddle, acoustic guitar and Ham-
mond Organ line-up has had
detractors invoking the Dexy's
name alongside The Waterboys
as obvious influences / sources.
In fact frontman and chief writer
lan Prowse is a Springsteen fana-
tic, a fact that is plain to anyone
who cocks an ear to 'Sear-
chlight's opening refrain. (Al-
most a sample eh, lan?)
‘Fireworks’ is a creditable debut
from a band so far maligned but
about to surprise thanks to some
staunch gigging and the ability
to write pop with roots and feel.

Steve Morris

ANNIE LENNOX
Diva
(RCA)

Already multi platinum by the
time you read this, ‘Diva’ is a
curious debut document from
the apparently fragmented “A’ of
the D'n’A Eurythmics team.

Mot that it's a bad, or even unex-
pected set, simply that it lacks
bite. Lennox writes well enough,
her vocals are predictably flaw-
less and the production, by
Stephen Lipson is state of the art.
Mor is it that easy to drop the dis-
appointment in the absent Dave
Stewart’s lap. Sure the quirki-
ness abounding on his solo sets
is completely AWOL, but Annie
has learned enough from the
duo’s work to ensure that Lipson
frames her vocals in the familiar
ways.

It is simply, | guess, that
Eurythmics were the ideal jigsaw
puzzle; two pieces with only one
possible way to make the whole.
Not a question of straight man
and stooge but a situation in
which the mutual influences
were adapted, filtered and pre-
sented. It was also a team that
grew together with neither hav-
ing status to dominate the other.
Maybe Lipson, faced with Len-
nox’ deserved status was unable
to offer any sense of catalyst.
Disappointment aside ‘Diva’ is
not a bad album, lyrically Lennox
addresses motherhood, celeb-
rity and her own desire for fame
amongst more ambivalent
themes. Her voice soars and
seduces with equal aplomb and
the tracks achieve the perfect
balance of the funkily danceable
and the mellow. And all of it is
polished to showroom perfec-
tion.

That's it] What it lacks is a little
grit'n'dust. Maybe Annie should
ponder on the fact that perfec-
tion invariably scratches whilst
grit produces pearls.

Steve Morris

VARIOUS
Tombstone After Dark

Demon Blues
(both Demon)

Two excellent sets from possibly
Britain’s most interesting record
label and a reflection of their
innate good taste.

Sixteen tracks of country based
delight on ‘Tombstone’ and
gighteen blues blasters on
‘Demon’. Both sets almost revel
in the breadth of their respective
genres with the bluesers loping
from John Lee Hooker's original
I'm In The Mood’ to Dr John's
piano boogie and George
Thorogood’s caustic, stinging
slide guitar. The country pickers
move through Nanci Griffith’s
folkiness to Asleep At The
Wheel’s western swing to the
great Jimmie Dale Gilmore's
classic honky tonk to Butch Han-
cock’'s ascerbic Texas wit and
David Halley's great songs.
MNormally such sets are little
more than clumsy sales aids but
these two have a flow and an
entertainment value that surpas-
ses such considerations.

In other words you'll be buying
Demon catalogue items without
feeling bad about it.

Steve Morris
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En  Vogue/Funky  Divas/
(eastwest) They look good,
sound like an assembly line pro-
duct and thank God in the liner.
Nuff said? SM

Twisted Sister/Big Hits And
Nasty Cuts/(Atlantic) Teenage

rock'n‘'roll  rebellion played
according to the rules by grown
ups. SM

Slim Gaillard/Siboney/(Trojan
World) The grooviest man in hip-
dom’'s last album is, sadly, a

rather lacklustre latin leftover.
SM

Primus/Suck On  This/(In-
terscope) Nine live cuts captured
on 8 track that prove that the
bastard sons of metal and Tony
Williams' Lifetime are alive and
feelin’ fine.

Q-Tips featuring PAUL YOUNG/
Live At Last/(RPM) Two live sets
(and a fatuous remix) from the
time when the Qs were a hot tip
and Young was strong and true.
Seventy odd minutes of real
commitment. SM

Sandie Shaw/Reviewing The
Situation/(RPM) From'69 Sandie
sings Led Zep, Donovan, Dr
John, Dylan and Loving Spoonful
songs to tear off her pop cloak.
Add ten failed singles of the time

for a 20 track set for fans only.
SM

Jan Cyrka/Beyond The Com-
mon Ground/(Food For Thought)
Eleven guitar instrumentals of
the Vai/Satriani ilk. More pedal to
the metal than the two techni-
cians though, and familiar grist to
Tommy Vance backing track
fans. SM

The Stranglers/All Twelve
Inches/(Epic) The family jewels
in extended form. Most go limp
before delivering the goods. Bet-

ter in original, unaroused, mixes.
SM

Various/Club For  Heroes/
(Telstar) The New Romantic
starts here. Spandau, Duran,
Japan rubbing frills with Numan,
ABC, Soft Cell and Classix
Nouveau and more. SM

Eden/Gateway To The
Mysteries/(Third Mind)
Gothic splendour with a
medieval world music
flavour. Really. Atmos-
pheric and fresh. SM

Gene Clark and Carla
Olson/Silhouetted In Light/
(Demon) Maybe the last
recordings to surface from
the late Byrd are honest live
DAT captured diamonds.
The fragility of several per-
formances and Clark's sub-
sequent demise lend an air
of diary delving. SM




TRIED AND TESTED @@ DEMO

DIAMOND GEEZERS LISTEN

parts too. In fact all four
tracks are good, even great
in part. Unfortunately, It's
notcurrent, one glance atthe
charts will verify that, butit is

| JOHN SLATER well played and I'm afraid
Dave Massey checks out those sound chaps from Cannock RATES THE TAPES that's the best you can
Every musician likes to think that s/ and he was always the technician - — expect until all this Seattle
he knows all there is to know about into repairs as well. These days he's nonsense has blown over.
P.A. and their ‘own sound’ and as a our main engineer. :
result the sound people have to Budget systems start with a 2K rig SEVEN DEADLY SINS
walk the tightrope between “gimme (including foldback) for around £160 MEAN LITTLE THINGS

a bit more top end” or “put a bit
more on the bottom..." - if you'll
excuse my french - whilst still
wrestling with the acoustics of the
venue. For the last five years, Dave
Howe and Sean Middleton of
Diamond Sound P.A. have success-
fully navigated the shoals between
prima-donnas, deaf bass players
and mushy acoustics and are cur-
rently en route to lavish new pre-
mises from whence  Sean
reminisced about their beginnings..

“We started just on the hire side

with local bands, progressing as we
went along. The gear was very
cheap and nasty but now we use top
quality gear, all JBL components,
Soundcraft desks and Electro Voice
speakers. The main venues that we
did at the start were The Rathole
(Tamworth) and Foxes. Dave and |
started out as D.J.’s doing the clubs,

and go up to the 20K rigs (P.0.A.).
Satisfied customers so far include
The Prodigies and The Nomads..
“We've done Bad Manners a few
times now, along with Doctor And
The Medics, usually working bands
who'll come back for more, but on
the hire side, the recession has
started to bite with orders slacking
off a bit, so in the last two years D.S.
have joined forces with Stagecraft
Systems on retail while Dave and
Sean have been venturing into club
installations.

“We had lot of people at our grand
opening on the 23rd of April, and
there’s a few more areas we want to
get involved in like JBL in-car sys-
tems and installation work.”

Find the guys on the Rumour Hill.

Business Estate, Rumour Hill Road.
Cannock.

WitA SOUIIL PP

PA HIRE/INSTALLATION/SALES/BACKLINE
Suppliers of professional sound systems/services to the
entertainment industry
VOCAL & CONCERT SYSTEMS
AKG, ATC, BEYER, BSS, EV, MARTIN, SENNHEISER, SHURE, YAMAHA...
CUSTOM MADE CABLES, MULTICORES etc., etc.

HIGH QUALITY, LOW COST — RING FOR A QUOTE

INTA SOUND PA

- (0905) 840400

Business Hours: 9am-6pm Mon-Sat (24-hour Answerphone)

Robannas Rehearsal
Studios

Are proud to OPEN their latest REHEARSAL ROOM, with full
Dat Recording Facilities
6 Shell Yamaha 9000 Drums/Pearl BLXS
Trace Elliot Bass/Laney Bass/Marshal/Peavey Guitar Stacks
500 watt Seck/Trace Elliott P.A. Peavey XR600s, SPX90's
and Quadraverbs

Record your rehearsal live on Sony Dat Recorder or
Aiwa tape machines

REHEARSAL PRICES -
£4.00

12 HOURS
£30.00

P.S. OQur dogs

are friendly

DAT SHOW CASE -
£6.00

12 HOURS IN DAT

FLEASE FPHONE
ROB OR ANNA

021 333 3201
Mobile: 0836 694747

ROOM ONLY £50.00

Fuck me - it's the Jam! Actu-
ally Paul Weller jamming
with Peter Hook and the Cure
Is nearer the mark. ‘Sleep
With You' is a sojourn into
the murky world of relation-
ships, honestly executed
and pleasantly poppy. ‘Die
Mister Nice Guy' should
have been dedicated to Billy
Bragg (he gets on my tits)
and is ruined with unneces-
sary effects. ‘Drugs Really
Cheer You Up' was recorded
live in the studio, and should
receive an award for ‘song
title of the decade,’

THE RUTH

Ambient backing, odd chord
changes and voice from the
bottom of Barry White's war-
drobe tinged with Bowie-
esque vocal theatrics. There
are of course elements of
madness within the writing
of this material, snatches of
Alice In Wonderland and
maniac laughter. That's
‘Patience’. ‘Mr Black and
White And Blue' would
would physically frighten
small children with its sheer
size. Too big for me (sailor),
relying even more on that
special drama from Bowie's’
bisexual ‘Boys..." period.
Mostly odd yet, oddly moist.

THE LOVELESS

Gravel-guts, jangly guitar
and harmonica lend a west
coast feel to ‘What Town Is
This’, with a honky tonk
piano bringing up the rear.
Very nice. Very Tom Petty in

Spinal Tap would cringe in
embarrassment if they had
to sing lyrics half as bad as
these. And it would help if
the ‘singer’ could at least
stay in tune for a complete
track. Still, the guitarist
seems to know what he's
doing and the rhythm sec-
tion isn't bad. Otherwise a
shower of shit thinly dis-
guised as...a shower of shit.

HAPPY ADDICTS

Two new songs and sidestep
in direction. ‘In My Stride’ is
a messy affair with a
superfluity of the six
stringed beast but a fabul-
ously hooky chorus: “well
there's no point in livin® if
you're no good at dying’ is a
belter. The bottle of Jack
Daniels and twenty Players a
day vocal sits comfortably
enough in the midst of this
badly mixed noise vomit. It
suits them. ‘Saints And Sin-
ners’ continues in similar
vein but hasn'tthe same bile.
Good shit.

THE NEW PURITANS

Artwork of the month to
these suckers. The music's
the bastard child of all that
midlands  based late
eighties/early nineties non-
sense which every Brummie
songwriter seems to feel is
his heritage, and also feels
obliged to emulate in some
form, as though they were
the last of a dying breed and
then...the end of the blood
line. Other than that, not too
bad but a very ‘local band’
sound to them.

SERVICE

NOW OPEN AT THE RICH BITCH
I, Wl S TUDIOPLEX

i 414 0240

505, BRISTOL ROAD, SELLY OAK, BIRMINGHAM

FOR FAST EFFICIENT REPAIRS TO ALL ELECTRONIC, MUSICAL AND RECORDING
EQUIPMENT, FOR EXAMPLE: AMPS, PROCESSORS, COMPUTERS, KEYBOARDS,

MIXERS, TAPE MACHINES (YEP, AND PORTA STUDIOS)

CALL US NOW!
N

0
021-




TOM PETTY AND THE

HEARTBREAKERS
NEC

Birmingham

In my book, Petty’s right hand axeman,
Mike Campbell, is a largely unsung guitar
hero. Anyone stumbling into this NEC
date would have quickly understood the
reasons why. The drawback, and there
always has to be one, is that an assess-
ment of his string pyrotechnics needed to
be balanced with an incessant, night
long, series of guitar changes. On a fash-
ion note - hollow bodied acoustics fol-
lowed single neck solids, double neck
specials and the inevitable jangly Ricken-
backer. The axe count easily surpassed
one dozen. More damned changes of rig,
than Selina’s Clothes Show.

Launching into the great wide open with
the title cut from last year's Heartbreak-
ers comeback album, Petty followed with
two more from the same source. Strut-
ting the stage like a manic, albino
panther; kicking up his heels to almost
universal response from the faithful,
Petty induiged in non-harmful self
parody for most of the evening. His antics
inevitably leading into a series of crowd
rousing, hand clapping, singalong-a-
Tommy sessions. The boys were there to
entertain. Taking hostages wasn't part of
their plan.

Midset, drummer Stan Lynch'’s lead vocal
on-the 1966 Count Five hit ‘Psychotic
Reaction” was followed by ‘Ben's
Boogie', Mr Tench's keyboard workout.
Deja View. Seems like someone had hit
the video replay button. Was this the con-
cert of the video? As the stage lights dim-
med to black, the Spielberg influence
crept in, Petty exhumed his familiar pork
pie hat from the white light streaming out
of a pirate’s treasure chest, stage right.
You Get Me High', a newie, followed.
Roger McGuinn’s ‘The Ballad Of Easy
Rider’ was even given an airing, before
Petty indulged in a short acoustic set,
including the unrecorded tune ‘Driving
Down To Georgia.

After opening the three song encore with
‘Learning To Fly', Petty introduced the
band including sixth man inthe shadows,
Scott Thurston (guitar). Minutes later the
lights dimmed for the final time, and they
were gone.

Arthur Wood

retreat when, unannounced, Daisy
Chainsaw appeared on stage and half the
audience reappeared from the bar. Not
my cup of tea perhaps but Daisy's perfor-
mance at least held my attention for the
rest of her short set, visually and photo-
graphically if not necessarily musically.
There was considerably more than a
slight spark of commercial promisein her
material and imagery. The gig attracted
around four times the attendance of the
rave in the Civic Hall next door, largely
based on their first single ‘Love Your
Money', and | suspect further tours,
hopefully better publicised, may take the
band onto greater things.

Mark Hadley

DAISY CHAINSAW/
SHEEP ON DRUGS/

ELEPHANT WITCH
Wulfrun Hall
Wolverhampton

How the hell do you write a review on a
gig featuring three bands, the first of
which didn't play but distributed
bananas, included a typing demonstra-
tion (the result of which were sub-
sequently eaten by the typist) and
centred around the physical abuse of a
blind-folded female member of their
company; the second of which featured a
nutter with a designer nose-bleed, guitar
and drum machine, and a vocalist with a
gun projecting from his skull; and the
third featuring the bedraggled frame of
Daisy Chainsaw, fresh from her mudbath
and with more than a hint of lunacy.

Having endured 'Sleep on Drugs' and
‘Elephant Witch' | was actually making a

0ZZY OSBORNE

Appolio
Manchester

In today’s age of thrash metal and exces-
sive aural aggression Ozzy, once hailed
as the wild man of rock, may seem a little
tame. Yet his musicality, humour, and
on-stage presence are unsurpassed. His
Appollo appearance, the first of three to
precede his forthcoming Arena dates
scheduled for later this year, simply rein-
forced these observations.

Following a brief video history of Ozzy's
more bizarre publicity the band launched
into an unrelenting barrage of rock
anthems and the obligatory buckets of
water, the sparse stage set enabling Ozzy
and guitarist Zakk Wilde to strut their
stuff without obstruction (and without
getting the gear wet).

Ozzy's performance was quite simply
awesome and ideally complemented by
the excellent Zakk Wilde whose fretboard
antics have become as individual and
expressive as his predecessors.

Ozzy is due to play Birmingham's NEC
later this year. Check him out.

Mark Hadley

DOODLEBUG / BLIPVERT
Hummingbird
Birmingham

Blipvert are a colourful amalgam, skate
punks on funk. You can tell that they wor-
ship the Chili Peppers and in fact they can
probably play their whole catalogue
backwards and twice as well. This
doesn’t make them a great band though.
They still lack two vital ingredients in
their evil brew, a sense of purpose and
the ability to let their own characters
shine through.

We all know how Alan McGee discovered
Swervedriver whilst cruising around the
US of A with a pile of demos and some-
thing makes me think that this is how
Doodlebug should be heard. Road music
from the garage. They even went as far as
borrowing Prince's ‘Little Red Corvette’
to hold me to their ideals. Their own
material still has a certain charm, ‘Cactus’
being as spiky as it suggests and ‘Do
What You Wanna' do throws out hooks
left right and centre. | left dreaming of
long sun baked Arizona dirt tracks,
walked into the rain and the image was
almost washed away.

David Ellyatt

THE PINK DANDELIONS/

ROOSTERVELT
The Catapult Club
Hare and Hounds

King's Heath

With a substantial and enthusiastic
crowd turning out to the atmospherically
revitalised Hare and Hounds (lights and
backdrop!) it appears that The Pink Dan-
delions, despite a rash of recent local
gigs, are attracting a regular following

other bands would kill for.

First, however, a word about the marvell-
ous Roostervelt. Defiantly un-hip, they
deliver a set varying from beautiful
Crosby, Stills and Nash type harmonis-
ing, to paint stripping feedback, all with
an ear for a timeless classic song.

The Pink Dandelions, complete with
hyperactive fiddle player combine youth-
ful exuberance with a confidence and
togetherness which belies their tender
years. Modern day Wonder Stuff without
the cynicism, or Waterboys minus the
mystical Celtic bullshit come te mind - all
melted down to an exhilarating foot-
stomping hoedown. Broughtto the atten-
tion of the right ears (oh for a fair world!),
larger stages surely will be in sight.

Neil Tansley

29 PALMS/ENERGY

ORCHARD
Waulfrun Hall
Wolverhampton

29 Palms are one of those bands who are
invigorating to come across ........ 8spe-
cially these days. Their songs are both
memorable and refreshing and their live
show is genuine, welcoming and mod-
estly anthemic. ‘Mad To Be Saved’ the
opener, is a very melodious and uplifting
song with soaring and committed vocals
from Simon Wilson.

As their set un-folded, it not only showed
their skills in songwriting, but also a great
outdoors feeling tfat breathes through
many of their songs. This was illustrated
no better than by ‘Go Not Gently’ with it's
Bruce Hornsby - like piano and the fact
that it's chorus has remained perma-
nently in my head.

Energy Orchard are so un-assuming,
they just get on stage and play tunes that
are down to earth, spirited and per-
formed with passionate hearts.

Spartacus
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JOHN CAMPBELL
Irish Centre
Birmingham

Despite the poor audience, this was a gig
to remember - one to tell the grandkids
about. John Campbell and his band set
out to confirm the rave reviews of last
year. Stalking the stage, his menacing
appearance, bowels of the earth vocal
and sweet stinging bottleneck playing
was the nearest thing to heavenly com-
fort you could get. Featuring most of his
current ‘One Believer’ album material
and a smattering of new songs, the
standing ovation after the encores was so
richly deserved. Using his close to 60
year old National (that once belonged to
Lightnin’ Hopkins and Dr. John), the
depths of emotions were tempted and
wrung out dry.

The show had been opened by local band
Straight Aces, with their newly added
horn section. This is a blues band that
draws on the vast quantity of numbers
available without relying on the ‘usual’
material you expect to hear from British
bands. One final praiseworthy note must
go to their lead player John Purcell. He
just plays..... and how.

lan Green

RANDY CRAWFORD/
FAST FREDDIE'S

FINGERTIPS
Symphony Hall
Birmingham

A capacity crowd sat, watched and
politely applauded a band that worked
and worked - Fast Freddie’'s band suf-
fered from an audience that hadn't had
time for a drink (well, if the impolite and
short-handed bar-staff had tried harder,
they might have). This eight piece band
need an all dancin’, all stompin' crowd.
Next time they are in town at the right
venue, a Good Time will be had by all.
Ms. Crawford was on top form. Her set
contained all her hits, performed with the
excellence you would come to expect
from an artiste of her calibre.

Fancy Wootton

DESIGN FORUM

T-SHIRT DESIGN & PRINTING #K

021 622 2821

PIETRA ROSA
Cleopatras
Wolverhampton

Having recently played support to the
likes of Kingmaker (who were atthe gig!),
Pele and Gallon Drunk, selling t-shirts on
a par with Neds and James in the town
and being followed by their ‘Sherry
Crew’, Pietra Rosa are making waves.

In Stuart, they have a visual and commit-
ted frontman who convincingly com-
municates the songs to the audience.
Many of their songs are dynamic and
played in a furious spirit, regularly break-
ing out all shapes. What gives them the
edge over other bands in this field, is that
there is time spent in songwriting, result-
ing in somg appetising hooks, individual
emphasis and a distinctive identity.
Much of Pietra Rosa's appeal directs itself
towards those who have relentless
amounts of energy to release.... whether
it be in anger or celebration (‘Party Head')
or in more serious subject matter ('Wars
R Us’).

Involvement and movement are of the
essence here, riding, bursting, revolving
and concentrated upon their activities
and displayed through ‘Round And
Round’ 'Jesus’ and the closing ‘Death
Before Disco’.

Search and enjoy....manifest yourself.

Spartacus
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PA & LIGHTING HIRE

PA &

LIGHTING HIRE

CALL 021-643 8899
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UNIT K4
DUDLEY CENTRAL
TRADING ESTATE
SHAW ROAD
DUDLEY
WEST MIDLANDS
DY2 8QX

Tel: 0384 456679 SUB ZERO MUSIC

Fax: 0384 239024 y

PA & LIGHTING HIRE

NEW HIRE STOCK NOW AVAILABLE

* CONCERT SOUND REINFORCEMENT 2K -12K

+ PEAVEY 36-8-2 F.0.H. MIXING CONSOLES are now
available on all our Concert rigs (24 Ch Consoles also
available)

* F.0.H. EFFECTS RACKS on all our Concert rigs are now
comprehensively equipped as standard with - 2 x 3 Octave
E.Q.for F.O.H. - Cass. deck - SPX900 - Dig. Rev. - Dig. Delay -
Drawmer Dual Noise Gates & Compressors (Other Effects on
Clients request)

* PEAVEY HDH PROCESSED SOUND REINFORCEMENT -
We now have two of these superb P.A. Systems available in
2K-12K Formats.

* ON STAGE MONITOR SYSTEMS - are now available on all
Concert rigs in either 24-8 or 36-8 Formats 31 band EQ on all
sends - Lots of quality wedges and Fills available to suit Clients
requirements.

OTHER SERVICES AVAILABLE

. % D.LY.P.A. & LIGHTING SYSTEMS HIRE

% D.L.Y. DISCO P.A. & LIGHTING SYSTEMS HIRE

+ D.LY. SPECIAL EFFECTS - Inc. Smoke Machines/

Followspots/Strobes U.V.'s/Mirror balls etc. etc.

v RADIO MIC.SYSTEM HIRE - Hand-held or Lapel types

% SALES - All types of P.A /Lighting and Disco equipment.

Anything from a Jack plug to a complete system/D.L.Y.

Flightcase hardware.

% INSTALLATIONS - All types of P.A./Lighting/Disco Systems.

Also Background/Foreground Systems.

w CUSTOM BUILT FLIGHTCASES - Top quality Flightcases
~manufactured to customers requirements.

SHIH ODNILHODIT 7 Vvd
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STRAND WEST P.A.

PE FFE
2K PA AND LIGHTS

MOBILE 0836 786405
0827 50380

WHITE RABBIT MUSIC STUDIOS
NEW 24 TRACK

RESIDENTIAL RECORDING STUDIO

FOR QUALITY RECORDING
AT AFFORDABLE RATES

St. Leonard’s Close, Bridgnorth,
Shropshire. Tel: (0746) 764046
Mobile Phone: (0831) 639280

Contact Paul or Oriole

k j_ b

;_H EATH STUDI

Only 45 Minutes
from Birmingham!

24 TRACK 38 CHANNEL
SOU_H_DCFIAFT 6000 with Full Automation

DAT MASTERING
SPACIOUS AIR CONDITIONED CONTROL ROOM

ACCOMMODATION CAN BE ARRANGED

> £10 Weekdays inc V.A.T.
Rates per hour » ¢ 45 weekends inc V.A.T.

Telephone ingus (0604) 740739

FAT RAT
RECORDING
STUDIOS

24 Tracks for
ONLY £15 per hour

Real Time Tape Duplication
also Available

Phone 0455 251551
Fax 0455 612263

Station House,
Station Yard, Hinckley,
Leicestershire
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*Please publish mysmalladfor .. ... ... ...

commencing with issue date

insertion(s)

(state month) l

ALL SMALL ADS MUST BE STRICTLY PRE-PAID.

MINIMUM CHARGHE: £2.00 FOR UP TO 20 woRrDS. |

10p PER WORD THEREAFTER. (Telephone No. l

counts as ONE word). BOX NUMBERS: £1.50.
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Tel No.

BLOCK CAPITALS, PLEASE.

lenclose cheque/postalorderforf. . ..............

To: SMALL ADS, BRUM BEAT, PREMIER House |

{payable tp Brum Beat Limited)

NEW STREET, BIRMINGHAM B2 4LJ l

schvartisements ot ther discretion.

BASS GUITARIST to join / form
band. Own gear / transport. Into

Monochrome Set, Furs, Bunnymen,
sixties pop etc. Phone 021 373 5460.

GUITARIST / SINGER 30, Dudley
based, seeks other musos and lead
vocalist for Irish folk rock band. Must
have transport. 021 520 5714,
Daytime only.

SCAN ..... EXTRA

Don Dixon/(If) I'm A Ham, Well
You're A Sausage/Mau Maul
Dixon, an old REM alumnus, is a
pop sponge. These collected
squeezings provide a refreshing
shower. SM

The Remingtons/EBlue Frontier/
(BriarBMG) Cool country outfit
fronted by ex Bread man Jimmy
Griffin. Smooth Eagles-ish and

rather good. SM

Arc Angels/(Geffen)
Rhythm section from Dou-
ble Trouble shack up with
Charlie whatever happened
to Sexton to be produced
by Little 5Steven. The
result’'s steamrollenng but
unmemorable Texas R&B.
More like Arc Welders actu-
ally. MD

# The publishers resenvs the righi to refuss or withdrie
¥ ¥ ¥ ¥F X N R N N N N B N _B__N ]

PHENOMENALLY FUNKY guitarist /
songwriter seeks bands / players /
singers |/ sessions / projects.
Influences Funkadelic / Hendrix /
Tower Of Power / Led Zep / Sly /
Stevie Wonder etc. For the bootiest
prospects phone Roger 021 452
2064 (Day) / 021 449 5174 (After
6.30).

BACKING VOCALIST wanted for
soul band. Tape available. Phone
021 551 0262 for info.

Scott Walker/Scott/(Fon-
tana) Chapter One in the
rehab of the back
catalogue. ‘Montague Ter-
race (In Blue)' is cause
enough to buy this, the first
of four volumes of pop's
prodigal genius. SM

Ludicrous  Lollipops/Scum-
diddlyumptious  EP/(Damaged
Goods) Toothrotting pop. Guitar,
bass and drums. No artificial
flavouring. SM

Townes Van Zandt/Poncho
And Lefty (Live And Obscure)/
(Edsel) Welcome return (espe-
cially on CD) for the fine live set
last seen, fleetingly, on Heart-
land. Laid back, wry and compul-
sive, SM

CREATIVE BASS player, perceptive
jonist and female vocalist for

rmonies required for new group.

Mid 20s. Influences The Eyrn:ls
venhgs

BASS PLAYER required for live
work. Competent, tight playing
essential. Dance/Rock/Soul
influences. Contact Dean 0922
32275 or Adrian 0922 31515
KEYBOARD PLAYER/Songwriter
with first song published seeks Lisa
Stansfield for collaboration
Irecording. 0905 775419
LIFE IS GOOD! Band seeks fresh,
competent, multi-influenced
musicians to embark on a
marvellous venture. Auditions to be
held shortly. Call now. Jon 021-706
S572.
HELP!! Loads of ideas: lack of
musicians. Due to timewasters. band
are looking for fresh, competent
musicians; guitar / bass / drums etc .
. . Auditions to be held in Midlands
shortly. Stefan 0527 33329 (after

Tpm)

EXCELLENT DRUMMER and bass
player required. Please ring Mark
Lemon 021-784 9707 or Steven
Tumer 021-743 0915.

FOLK GUITARIST (23) needs fiddle
player. Anyone considered -
experience not necessary - main
interests involve busking and pub
crawling. Ring Tom - Work 021-545
8404 | Evenings 021-449 9247.
DRUMMER WANTED to join newly
formed band. Distinctive, energetic,
solid, sense of humour. Phone Chris
021-454 7420 or Chaz 021-428
2396.

WANTED. Christian rock band seeks
vocalist, keyboards, sax. Influences
rock, funk, blues, various. No egos,
team workers only. Humour helps.
Gigs soon. Phone Mark 021-422
6577. Gpm to Bpm.

MANIC GUITARIST wanted. Small
Faces, Buzzocks, Costello, Pixies for
hard pop combo. No fools please!
Paul 0543 684294.

DRUMMER REQUIRED for new
south B'ham based alternative band.
Enthusiasm essential. Tel: 021-472
4456.

DRUMMER WANTED. Into Jane's
Addiction, Swervedriver, Zeppelin,
Hendrix, Stooges, Princes.
Telephone Michael, 021-707 4416
(evenings). Ability to bleed is
essentiall

BASS PLAYER required by Pure
Instinct, a three piece rock, rhythm
and blues band into SRV, Winter,
Hendrix, Muddy etc. Must be
committed. Phone Bryan 021-444
6534,

GUITARIST, 23, influences Beatles,
REM, Nirvana, Manic Street
Preachers, seeks band/musicians
into different styles. Ambitious and
dedicated. John 021-356 9195.
WANTED - VOCALIST with good
range, teens/early 20s. To join
bluesy psychedelic rock band with
one foot in the sixties. We've got
loads of our own material. Call Gavin
0384 212711.

BASSIST AND DRUMMER wanted
for band comprising vocalist/two
guitarists. Influences All About Eve/
Marillon. Phone Simon 021-788
2773 (Evenings)

TALENTED BASS person urgently
required for qurkily innovative, oddly
literate indie pop group . . . Violent
Femmes, Go-Betweens, REM,
(Early) James, 10,000 Maniacs.

Birmingham/Lichfield area.
Telephone Lee 021-471 2309 or
Howard 0543 415639,

GUITARIST, 19, seeks to join/form
rock band. Pro minded with
equipment, transport, dedication.
Call Steve 0902 T89382.

FLAK require Lead Guitarist, 23-28.
Must be hard, heavy, funky and fast!
Commitment essential. Phone 021-
730 2935.

INNOVATIVE(ISH) NEW BAND
need bass player and drummer -
must be innovative(ish). Influences
REM, Dylan, Velvets (not Pants).
Contact Rob 021-744 5529,

BASS GUITARIST/VOCALIST
seeks band fed up of nine to five and
are ready for club work. Come on
there must be someone out there.
Steve 0543 374824,
VOCALIST urgently required for
exciting new rock band. ing,
showcases and lots of gigs waiting.
Call Vince 0902 352721.

BASS PLAYER (21) s aehs mch
band into paganism.

lays mandolin. Influancas Lad
Eﬂp pnlm etc. Call Eddie 0203

ummmmmmm
rock band. Capahla of Hammond
Kravitz. .launn 021- :{%’ Dﬁ
HAPPENING DRUMMER, rock, funk

ou name it influences, seeks

and/musicians into rocky funky
thing. Electronic, acoustic kit. Chris
021-353 5621.

MOTHERF*****'S PA HIRE. 18
mixing channels, 3K front line
through JBLs/Predators. Up to 1K
foldback through EVs.
Quadraverb/Roland DEPs. Shure
and Boss radio plus lots of
Shure/AKG mikes. Multicore, stands,
Dis, Emulators. On u:;s::h I'ﬁﬂ:mli'l'l.lg of
ig. Fully engineered thro ire.
i ul'l’w?or new clients. £80 all
in. Best value in the Midlands, Tel
0203 319222
PREDATOR SPEAKER SYSTEMS.
New USA Ehgigﬁadmﬁanga !ﬂ:ﬂ
compacts at to range
waus RMS heavyweights at £499.
ery system is beautifully finished
mtemdly and extemally (grey tweed
carpeting). AI‘I‘IHIII‘I% clarity with
killing power. Tel 0203
BIG G VIDEO films bands etc. Ideal
for promotional use. Two or three
camera vision mixing. VHS or U-
Matic. 021 771 1851.
SLIMEBALL PA HIRE. Professional
sound systems from vocal rig to
concert system. Our rigs are fully
engineered throughout the set and
only top quality equipment is used.
Phone us for details. From £45 to
£80 according to requirements. Tel
0203 319222
PIDDLY SMALL PA Hire. 12 channel
mixer, 500 watts front line, 100 watts
foldback, echolreverb, mikes, cables
etc. £45 + diesel. Tel 0203 319222,
INTA SOUND PA HIRE. Suppliers of
professional sound systems /
services to the entertainment
ndu . Vocal and concert systems.
Tl'; Elagar BSS, EV, Martin,
Eennhuisar hure, Yamaha. Tel
0905 840400.
CRYSTAL PA - 1.5k band system
£60 - Shure, AKG mics - live ta
DAT or 16 h'ank valabﬂ
also lighting rigs - all pro equipment
and experienced engineers. Tel:
0203 449053.
BEDROCK STUDIOS - 16 track
recording - Cubase sequencing,
MIDI, SMPTE, samg!mg. digital
mastamg l'ully e for gigs or
rehearsals - simply the best and only
£7.50 per hour! Tel: 0203 449053,
REHEARSAL STUDIOS. Three fully
equipped sound proofed rooms.
Includes PA backline and drumkits.
Laney, Peavey, H&H, Tama etc.
Phone PR. 021 585 5488.
PROMO PHOTOS for groups and
models. £25 per shoot. For quali
not bullshit phone Chris 090
608530

CASSETTE LABELS PRINTED £8
?aen gold, y:aﬁﬂn mﬁ
per !

el Zero 21 Music 021 554 5512.
ISIS LIGHTING rigs for hire.
Includes projectors, kinetics, oil
wheels, strobes, 3D slides, 16mm
films etc. Prices to suit semi and
mﬂu: one offs and tours. 021
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PEN AND WIG have dates left for

" April and May. Also booking bands

for later 1992. New stage with
Peavey house PA. Rates for use
reasonable and negotiable. Tel: 021
236 4171.

ROCKHOUSE REHEARSAL
Studios. Three fully equipped
studios, all fully carpetted and air
conditioned. Pearl drumkits, Marshall
amps, Laney and Trace Elliot bass.
From £2.50 per hour. Tel: 0203

B s vy
ive S, ma
hour + tapes. Phone Tavem Sb.ﬁ
0926 842415, ask for Rob.
L PA, two WEM cabs, 100w
ue head, including mic and mic
. Good condition £220. Tel dan
0384 273701.
STRESS FREE GIGS! Stage lighting
and effects delivered, np&{;t;gﬁ
collected. 12k mr
us olgolm & machines
10. D.LY prices on request. 021
440 D682.
THE VELVET UNDERPANTS are
good lads really and just need to be
mothered. If you'd like to adopt a
Velvet Underpant call Costas
Lothario on 021 451 3007. Velvet
Underpants cost about £50 a week
to keep in drugs and curry and they
have an impressive collection of
sti | habits.

mTE ph:n‘.:rwﬁ\‘.:'.lll:“H-ﬁ;'LETE LYRICS,

good song ideas for commercial
recording. and unigue music
styles, samples and new sounds.

Cash and e deals. S950 /
DAT / MIDI file formats acceptable.
Zero 21 Music. Tel 021 554 5512.
RECORDING BUSINESS FOR
SALE. South Staffs. Complete 24
track system with MIDI and FX, new
lease (low rent), all existing
business. Serious enquiries only to
Box No RS 1.
FOUR BLOKES new to the area
seek wild music loving types for
lasting relationships in the classic
band to fan mould. Contact The
Soviet Playboys.
WANTED DRUM KIT around £150.
Tel 0827 880506.
SPECTACLE WEARERS, in a band
but your glasses let down your
image? Can't afford new ones? Call
Mobile Eyewear, new independent
mobile spectacle dispensing service
(GOC Registered) offering frames
and lenses at unbelievably low
Eriu:as, Prescription lenses from
14.90 a pair. ‘John Lennon’ style
round eyes complete with
prescription lenses from £23.90 -
(HURRY, AS STOCKS OF THIS
MODEL ARE RUNNING LOW AT
THIS GIVEAWAY PRICE) or free if
you get a NHS voucher (on income
support, student U19 etc ...) No
q:ha:rga nu uhllijgma?gn‘p m?
in your
%! rehearsal. Call Mobile Eyewear
1 550 T97T for details.
HAMMOND ORGAN, bass pedals,
built in speaker, various sounds.
V.G.C. £175. Call 021 777 6868.
2K PA HIRE for just £60! Excellent
quality, 16 channel mixing,
Shure/AKG mics etc. Engineered
with you in mind to get the sound
you want. Ring Richard on 021 552
4128.
MOONBEAM PA HIRE. 500W FOH,
'.-'mh:s m FX, . Ideal

s efc. EE-Eall usive.
Tel: D21ﬂ%

TUITION

BASS GUITAR tuition with Colin
Vallance (ex Chris De Burgh Band).
All styles. Beginners welcome.
Phone: 021 471 1186.

BLUES mmmu tuition wanted
for complete beginner. Phone
Damian - 021 428 1

%
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MAY

SOURPUSS - BACK TO BASICS - GOLDEN MILE
THE SHORE - RED RED GROOVEY -

DREAM FACTOR

BEDLAM (IN INDIE CLUB TILL 2 am)

ABOUT TIME - PURPLE RHINO’S

AND STRANGER THINGS - MOLLY’S PEOPLE
BEDLAM (IN INDIE CLUB TILL 2 am)

HOJA - LOST FOREST - JONI'S BUTTERFLY
THESE FOOLISH THINGS - KUOMINTANG PARTY
- MY FAVOURITE SHIRT

THUNDER HEART - ASSASIN - PENDRAGON
THE DARK - PSYCHIC CIRCUS

MAIN ROOM
HAWKWIND - - KREL
14 &15CARTERU

JUNE
6

LR RERERa oo

p—t
e

ANDREW STRONG (THE COMMITMENTS)

MENAGERIE 9pm - 2am EVERY SATURDAY
£3 before 11pm £4 after
BANDS WANTED

@, 20, o 6. 0 0 0 ¢ ¢ ¢ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 %

gt RO
&% rnBcLuB
AT THE
ROBIN HOOD, MERRY HILL, BRIERLEY HILL,

Nr DUDLEY, WEST MIDLANDS

“ LIVE BANDS EVERY THURSDAY & FRIDAY II

wmmay  THE E NUMBERS

snmay  GROUNDHOGS
THURS _THE DT's

14th MAY ____

iswmay TRAPEZE

MEL GALLEY GLEN HUGHES DAVE HOLLAND
{EIWHITESHAIE} {EIDEEFPUHPLE} [EIIUDASPHEST}

T CURTIS LITTLE BAND.

i 51 23
: 22nd MAY BLUES BAND

TREVOR BURTON BAND

28th MAY

sammay _ PIG IN SHADES

n D'DLJF".':: OPEN 7.45pm * BANDS ON STAGE 9.15pm * U—"uHGE FREE CAR PARK
+ R'n'BBLUES-ROCK DISCO SUPPORT ON BAND NIGHTS & BEERS/SPIRITS PUB PRICES

FOR ADVANCE TICKETS AND ENQUIRIES Tel: (0384) 456679

F#ii##*i######ﬁi#

Open Licence
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BRUM BE“I'

IN ASSOCIATION WITH CATAPULT RECORDS AND
WPSU
PRESENTS
A Special Pre-Release Showcse For The Catapult
Records Release ‘The Demise Of The Executive
Perambulator’

Special Guests

DELICIOUS MONSTER

with
Mechanical Hearts

Roostervelt
Pink Dandelions

plus DJs

Friday June 5th
at
Wolverhampton Polytechnic

Tickets £2.50 (Students £1.50)
All Welcome
Bar to 1.30am

Doors 8pm

Further Details: Contact Marcus Sergeant 0902 755888
Brum Beat 021 643 8899

s

THE CATAPULT CLUB

HARE AND HOUNDS, KING'S HEATH
MAY
Mon 3 Capital Wow! / Dan Dares Dog / The Evidence
Mon 11 Factory Circus / The Haywires
Mon 18  The Dovetails / Kog / Present From Margate
Mon 25 Venue Closed

JUNE
Mon 1 Kirk's Equator / Church of Elvis
DOORS 8.30 ADMISSION £2
Bands wishing to play - demo etc to Catapult Records
E: 140A Alcester Road, Moseley, Birmingham B13 BHS ,ﬂ

-

TOWN

TR S
BIRMINGHAM

Thursday 4th June at 7.30 p.m.
RICHARD THOMPSON

plus support
BOO I-IEEHS’ﬂIIIIIE

Saturday 6th June at 8.00 p.m.
Direct from Louisiana the finest Cajun music around

DL MENARD, EDDIE LEJEUNE & KEN SMITH
r

with support Julian Dawson
£6.50/£4.50 unwaged

Friday 12th June at 8.00 p.m.
A double bill featuring

MOUTH MUSIC & GUO ‘I‘IE GROUP
A unique, sometimes haunting, sometimes joyous always magical sound
£6.50/£4.50 unwaged

BOX OFFICE 021 236 2392




‘GOOD TIME

PRODUCTIONS

Thursday  BLUES ON THE LOOSE

?“1 MGY McKinley, Hatton and Hunt - A Birmingham Blues
The Junction night out.

Thursday  STRAIGHT ACES

14th HﬂY prime 'R & B'

The Junction
GARY HALL & THE STORMKEEPERS

Thursday

21st Mny ; Nouveau Roots from Folk/Rock Traditions with the

The Junction added spice of contemporary rock. Hall's writing
encompasses Tim Buckley. Tom Waits and Gram
Parsons influences, but with an originality that defies all
catagories

CEI.TIC AFFAIR

ﬁecm] night from a band who can Toss the Feathers
further than spit!

JESSE GUITAR' TAYLOR - Texas Guitar Glant

:9'“1 Mﬂ)\' After being part of our opening night sensation with
T|'|Q Jlllll:l'iﬂl'l Butch Hancock & Jimmie Dale Gilmore, Jesse is back
with a night of awesome guitar crusl’un Suppnﬂ is
from a local band that are being re ula rly requested as
l openers for visiting acts from the 35 A STRAIGHT
" is the perfe-:t taster for a great

Thursday
| 28th May
The Junction

Friday

ACES mix of ‘R &
night.
The JUNCTION, High Street, Harborne
THE IRISH CENTRE, Digbeth, Birmingham

Tickets for Irish Centre gigs available soon
General Enquiries: Steve Morris on 021-643 8899
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021-472 0136
THE HIB PERSHORE ROAD
SELLY PARK
BRUM BEAT BREAKTHROQUGH CLUB

MONDAY TUESDAY
4th oth

SOVIET THE EVIDENCE
PLAYBOYS Rl MIE
THE SORDID DETAILS WALKING THE WIRE

12st

PETRA ROSA
THE BITTER TEARS

11th
NO MANS LAND

LY X DELUXE
WASTELAND

18th

WANTED

MAY

Tickets available at the Brum Beat Office for all Gigs
and

on FREDDY WHITE

M AY + 8 IEI:E

MA" ALl HASSAN KUBAN band
M THE DAVY SPILLANE BAND
A GARY HALL & THE STORMKEEPERS

lOrh

l3rh MIKE SILVER
% SONS OF THE DESERT

Ibth

I7th OYSTER BAND
25t THE BAND OF HOLY JOY

25rh

26th PULP
st~ THE LIBERTY CAGES taotetiong”

Sth
ALTERNATIVE COMEDY EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT

SELLY PARK

plus the Great
Divide

021-472 0136
PERSHORE ROAD

THE BEST SHOWCASE VENUE
: FOR THE BEST NEW SOUNDS IN TOWN

PRIORY RINGWAY
MASSHOUSE CIRCUS
BIRMINGHAM B4 7LN

021-236 4171

MAY

KEO

SOME FOOLS MESS
PSYCHO DRAMA
WORLD SERVICE

ELIOT

BROTHER’S GRIM - EARTH
LITTLE RED SCHOOLHOUSE
THE DAY - TENDER LOIN
JULIA SCREAMS

WHITE HEAT

MONDAY 18 THE ETERNAL - THE DARK
TUESDAY 19 BLIPVERT

WEDNESDAY 20 JESTERHEAD
THURSDAY 21 PALE BLUE

SUNDAY 24
TUESDAY 26

SUNDAY 3
TUESDAY 5
WEDNESDAY 6
THURSDAY 7

SUNDAY 10
TUESDAY 12

WEDNESDAY 13

THURSDAY 14
SUNDAY 17

HANGING JUDGE'S
RUFUST

WEDNESDAY 2/ MAD CARSON

SHOOT THE MOON
RHYME & REASON
- DANGEROUS AGE

NOW BOOKING BANDS FOR JULY & AUGUST
PLEASE SEND DEMOS &DETAILS TO THE ABOVE
ADDRESS OR CALL IN AND SEE US!

THURSDAY 28
SUNDAY 31
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B THE UNSTOPPABLE SEX MACHINE R

THE LOVE ALBUM

OUT MAY 5TH




