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The New Mitec V832 Vary Desk - on demo now!

The Mitec Vary Desk System offers more possibilities than you can probably think of, A unique combination of of traditional
split console and In-Line technology effectively giving you three desks in one - Split Console, Studio In-Line Console, or a
combination of both. The system also has growth potential in that it is modular, and extra modules ca be added. Vary Desk
also offers internal auto MIDI muting system. At just over £11,000 for a 32:32:8:2 configuration you must demo this
remarkable new console. Call us now, we would love to give you more details, and arrange a demo.

Imagine...
MIDI controller capability,
footswitch simulation, fast preset system and more...

Imagine...

Preset Control over patching, mixing, and gain of all MIDI and
non-MIDI effects in your rack.

it's All Here!

0691 658549

The Sound Sculpture MIDI Crosspatch MC-8 will bring out all the
performance your rack was meant to deliver for an amazing £595
inc VAT. Use it with your keyboards, guitar, bass guitar, or other
instruments, on stage or in the studio.

Questions?

We love to talk. Call us now to find out how the MC-8 can be the
centre of your ultimate rack system.

Groove Tubes...au'di-o0

The Groove Tubes MC-1 is a side
address condenser microphone
intended for the most critical
applications, particularly where
digital signal processing and/or
recording is involved.
Contemporary vacuum tube
technology provides a sweeiness
and warmth which offsets what is
typically described as the sterile or
brittle sonic character of digital
technology. This makes familiar
sounds more real, more satisfying.
This is especially important for
vocals, acoustic instruments, brass
and strings.

Now available in the UK for only
£950 (complete with transformer).

0691 658550 Fax
24 Church Street, Oswestry, Shropshire SY11 2SP

We Are Main. Dynaudioacoustics
Stockists for: M Series Monitors
o Tascam, Fostex, BSS, Probably the most impressive
o5 TC Electronic, Tubetech, monitor speaker system you
bovnse Mitec, Groove Tubes could wish to hear.
Dynaudioacoustics, Eventide, Make sure you listen
; Lexicon, NLE, Adcom, to your mix, not your
Electrovoice, JBL, Behringer, monitors.......call now to
Sound Sculpture, Drawmer. arrange a demo.

Tascam & Fostex.

We are main dealers for both
the MSR24S and the G24S |
Call us now to arrange a side
by side demonstration of both
these amazing multitracks.

The New Tascam 3700 -
in stock and on demo now!!

-

MENDED PRICE

NLY £1199.00

lNc VAT All you up and coming Bands out there
> - promote your own group and raise Funds

LIMITED STOCKS
NEW AND BOXED *
DON'T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY TO OWN THE

at the same time.
Sell top quality heavy weight Tee's
with your own personalized design.

YAHAMA FLAGSHIP FOR A FRACTION OF IT'S We supply NEDS ATOMIC DUSTBIN and other

riahwa \A-

NORMAL PRICE!

top Brummie bands.
We can also supply Caps, Stickers and
other promo items.

P.A.K. Manufacturing + Supply
WHAT MUSICIANS NEED

1, SMALLBROOK QUEENSWAY, BIRMINGHAM. TEL: (21 643 465

32 HIGH STREET, BROCKMOOR, BRIERLEY HILL
0384 263590 - ASK FOR PETE




® KOR
KOROVA-
TIME

Korova Milk Bar launch their third
Chapter 22 single on May 18th.
The 12" only release features
‘Seen It All Now’ and "Top Of The
"World, both recorded at Red-
ditch's Workshop Studios with
PWE!'s Mr March at the controis.

Meanwhile the departure of
bassman Tony has led to a reshuf-
fle with Kevin tackling the four
stringed maching and ex-Surf
Drum/Felt guitarman Richard Left
being drafted in on the six-strnnger.
The new line up can be seen at
B'ham's Barrel Organ on Thursday
May 7th and The City Tavern on
Monday May 11th.

Future Korova plans include the
release of a Chapter 22 mini-album
entitled 'Milkplus' sometime in
June.

BRIAR 45

You could be forgiven for thinking
that the headline refers to the band
members average age as the
Brum rockers have been around sO
long! In fact it heralds the launch of
a new own label seven inch that
couples 'All She Wants' and "To
My Door’ both of which are set 1o
feature on the soon come album,
‘Hard Time' and both of which
were recorded in the lads’ own
eight track studio. Both items are
on the Shotgun Charlie label.

The band celebrate ten years of
unwavering self belief with gigs at
West Brom's Coach And Horses
May 2) and London/Walth-
amstow's Royale Standard (31).

RHYME,
RHYTHM'N’
ROOTS

Britain's leading black perfor-
mance poets come together to
launch Word Of Mouth, a new
monthly showcase of the liveliest
poets on the live circuit. Word Of

VA MILK BAR

Mouth relaunches Birmingham's
Old Rep Theatre as a venue for pro-
fessional performance.

Two varied line-ups of poets
including Sister Netifa, Maquap:
Selassie, Su Andi and Muhammad
Yusuf with Rock’N'Rule make up
the two bills, with the first show on
May 17 and the second on June
14.

Word Of Mouth is the brainchild of
Trinidadian jazz poet Muhammad
Yusuf. Having travelled interna-
tional stages performing his dis-
tinctive music and poetry, Yusuf
felt it wonic that there wasn't an
outlet for live poetry in the second
city, his adopted hometown.

With his band, Rock'N'Rule
Muhammad will compere the
events and provide the poemology
- their distinctive fusion of black
music and poetry from around the
world, including jazz, latin, calypso
hip-hop and reggae.

Sister Netifa's May 17 perfor-
mance will be her first since an
international tour taking in Ger
many, Japan and Jamaica. Man-
chester's Su Andi is one of Bri-
tain's most in demand live poets,
renowned for her witty, passion-
ate feminist verse

Tickets and further details from the
Old Rep box office in Birmin-
gham’s Station Street or on 021
236 2392,

US SONGWRITING
GREATS LAUNCH
UK TOUR IN BRUM

Two brilliant American singer
songwriters are set to launch a
unique tour at Harborne’s Junction
on Wednesday July 1st. A date
which is one of only four to take
place in Britain!

Tom Pacheco is well known 10
local afficionados from a number
of brilliant gigs in recent years.
Tom Russell has not appeared loc-
ally before and before this gig will
never have played an acoustic set
in the UK.

Pacheco will be accompanied on
this occasion by an, as yet un-
named, US session guitar player
whilst Russell will be bringing in
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BRUM BEAT understands that the initiative for the Villa Park event came from the UB 40
organisation itself. The band are, it seems, extremely keen to endorse the ‘City Come Alive’
jamboree, which they see as a great kick start for the current Birmingham scene. It appears
that the band, who must rate as Birmingham's biggest export industry at the present time,
were surprised that no one had approached them to become involved in their hometown'’s
event and so decided to grasp the initiative themselves.

BRUM BEAT is certain that UB 40's endorsement of a pop music festival organised by a body
independent of the Sounds Like Birmingham / City of Music non-event will be seen in some
quarters as a deserved snub to local officialdom that by and large displays an absolute
indifference to popular and youth culture.

It cannot have escaped anyone's notice that whilst second city Birmingham is The City Of
Music, the relatively small Norwich has stolen all of the pop limelight (as well as sponsorship,
media coverage and Radio One showcases!).

The UBs Villa Park extravaganza is just the national profile event needed to redress the

balance.

Likewise, details of other acts is speculative though mention has been made of Chrissie

Hynde, Robert Palmer and of Dave Wakeling flying in from his new home in the States to front
a one off reformation of The Beat!

Incidentally, there is a need for musically clued up helpers with the ‘50 Years’ fest. If you're
qualified call Different Aesthetics on 021456 4181 or Brum Beat on 021 643 88989.

® BRIAR

Andy Hardin, his legendary lead
guitarman.

It will be a unique opportunity to
witness the cream of American
singer-writers in a club setting in
Birmingham

Tickets are now on sale at £5 (ad-

vance, £6 on the door). Call Steve
Morris on 021 643 8899 for details.

BLUES SERMONS

THE REVEREND BROWN AND
THE EARLY BIRDS, currently carv-
ing out a niche as the region’s pre-
mier blues bashers have Sunday
services at the following places of
worship this month; The Kings
Head, Bearwood (May 10), Birmin-
gham Barrel Organ  (17), - The
Lagoon, Tipton (24) and The
Breedon Bar, Kings Norton (31).

UB40 TO HEADLINE HOMETOWN FESTIVAL
LOCAL SUPERSTARS VOLUNTEER TO SAVE THE YEAR OF MUSIC!

UBA40 are set to headline a one day music feast at Villa Park on Saturday July 11th.
The news was given exclusively to BRUM BEAT by Different Aesthetics Arts & Cultural
Management, the event co-ordinators. :

It is a fitting crown to the ‘City Come Alive / 50 Years of Popular Music in Birmingham’ festival
set to swamp the City with great local born rock and pop music from June 15th to July 15th.

Brum Beat stresses that at the time of going to press there were no finalised details and ticket
availability had not been set. Watch this space.

1 S f er

ASTON VILLA
LEISURE CENTRE
SUNDAY 31st MAY 7.30 pm

Tickets: £9.00

™ Available from B/O Tel:021 328 5377

(credit cards accepted), Odeon
Theatre, Ticket Shop Birmingham,
MLM Wolverhampton &
Poster Place Coventry
(subject to booking fee)

HEW ALBUM ‘HORMOMALLY YOURS' OUT NOW
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DIVIDE TO
CONQUER!

That's the way it seems as The
Great Divide, fresh from support-
ing chart stars Pele, bring their
‘pop laced disco-cow punk’ to Bir-
mingham's Newman College (May
15), Westhill College, B'ham (16)
and Cheltenham and Gloucester
College (23).

The band also have gigs, or |igs as
they quaintly name these events,
at London's fabled Powerhaus and
Mean Fiddler establishments
before returning to this locality to
headline The Lichfield Fringe Festi-
val in July.

The Great Divide have a 24 Hour
Gig Information Service on 0543
452892

COMMITTED
GIGGING

Andrew Strong aka Commitments
frontman, Deco (a description he's
probably pissed off with) brings his
own show to Birmingham's Hum-
mingbird on Saturday June 6th.

Strong has already sold out the
capital's Town & Country Club on
several occasions, each one
packed to the rafters. So with this
date being hot on the heels of the
‘Commitments 2' album and with
the ‘Commitments’ video set to
hog the top of the rental chart,
immediate purchase of tickets is
not only advisable but mandatory.

REVITALISED
LOU FOR
SCOTT'S
SEASON

Lou Dalgliesh reappears after time
off the road to wrte and
strengthen the band with a clutch
of prestigious dates at Birmin-
gham's Ronnie Scott’s Club.

2

A series of successful one nighters
supporting Thomas Lang comes o
a close on Sunday May 3rd though
Lou and the band can leave the
equipment in place as a week’s
residency supporting legendary
latin jazz hero Mongo 'Watermelon
Man' Santamaria kicks off the fal-
lowing night, Monday May 4th.
Lou will appear mightly at the
venue, an intimate spot well suited
to her brand of quality, through to
May 9th.

WORLD SERIES
FOR
BIRMINGHAM

World Unlimited are set to present
the best sernies of World music yet
seen in Birmingham.

They kick off with Ali Hassan
Kuban at The Hibernian, Selly Park
on Fnday May Bth. Kuban is an
Egyptian singer/multi instrumen
talist who has been a major star
back home for well over 30 years.
He is regarded as one of the prime
architects of the Nubian sound and
15 currently number one in Egypt
with “‘Walk Like A Nubian',
Francisco Ulloa's current Globes-
tyle album is snappily ttled
‘Merengue! Up-Up-Tempo Dance
Dynamite From The Dominican
Republic; a fair descnption of
what's on offer at The Hibernianon
Thursday May 14th. The scene
moves to Birmingham's Town Hall
on Friday May 22nd for 'Roots,
Strings'n'Things', a celebration of
Afro-Caribbean and Afro-Latin cul-
ture with Crucial Music, Afro-Bloc,
Jamma and Mr Maestro
Zimbabwean |it is the order of the
night on Saturday May 30 when
Staben Mawire & The Famous
Seven co headline with The
Maungwe Brothers at The
Moseley Dance Centre. From the
same continent but very different
in style is West Kenyan, Abana Ba
Nasery, an acoustic tnio with
rhythm power provided by scraped
Fanta bottle. They're at The Hiber-

FOR LEGAL AND BUSINESS
ADVICE ON ALL ASPECTS OF
THE MUSIC BUSINESS
CONTACT

JOHN EAGLE
TYNDALLWOODS
8 MILLICHIP
SOLICITORS

51-52 Calthorpe Road
Edgbaston
Birmingham B15 1DR

021-454 7996
Legal aid may be available

i

® ALI HASSAN KUBAN

nian, Selly Park on Thursday June
dth.

Finally it's off to swamp country
when Louisiana’s finest appear at
Birmingham Town Hall on Satur-
day June 6th. The finest comprise
DL Menard aka The Caun
Rhythm Machine, the best rhythm
acoustic guitarist in the genre;
Eddie Le Jeune, a model cajun
accordion exponent and premier
fiddle man Ken Smith. The trio’s
Hanribal label albums can draw
smoke from a tumntable so cold
beers are a must for the live expen-
ence!

You can get further details for all
these great gigs from Graham or
Brian on 021 632 4921 or 021 328
4184

ALL STARS
TOGETHER

Brum Beat will be carrying regular
coverage of the nation's top soc-
cer six competition, the Indoor
Soccer League (ISL) over the com-
ing months with a watchful eye
being kept on our own team, Brum
Beat All Stars asthey battle for hon-
ours ib the Premier Division. The
full guota of teams is; Premier Divi-

]

..........

@ Seen at the launch ceremony for THE ROBIN R&B CLUB, Brierley Hill

sion;- Brum Beat All Stars,
Englehard, Environmental Design,
Great Barr Karate Club, Los
Canarios, Streetley. First Division
Alderwell, Boots, Brooklyn Col-
lege, Casual Strollers, Golden
Rule, Sutton Auto Sounds, Titans.
Brum Beat All Stars are sponsored
by Admiral Sports UK.

WHITSUN ROCK
FEST FOR
INSTITUTE

_ The first Birmingham Whit Rock

Fest takes place at The Institute in
Digbeth on Sunday May 24th.
Doors open at 2pm to a line up
headed by Wolfsbane and Cereb-
ral Fix. Support comes from Skyc-
lad.

FM take the special guest spot
with an exclusive acoustic set.
What's more festival organiser
Dave Juste told Brum Beat that
“three more name acts are to
added to the already outstanding
bill with one of them probably
being an international name.”
Throughout the day there will be
special attractions, gQiveaways,
spot competitions and more.
There will also be a special booze

. —

free viewing area so rockers under
18 can enjoy the event 100!
Tickets are £8.50 and can be had
by sending a cheque or Po {with
sae) to C'n'D Promotions, Imex
House, 52 Blucher Street, Birmin
gham B1 1QU. Or you can walk up
to the Institute box office or any
usual ticket agent.

L]

@ CAPITAL WOW announce
a phalanx of dates kicking
off with the Hare And
Hounds, Kings Heath (May
4), Hummingbird, B'Ham
(27), Pen And Wig, B'Ham
(June 2), The Hib[ernian],
Selly Park (16) and JBs,
Dudiey (July 2).

@ LED ZEP fans should note
the ‘Celebration Days’ event
at London’s Royal National
Hotel, Exhibition Halls,
Russell Square WC1 on May
23/ 24. Everything you want
from a Zep weekend
(barring the band, of
course!). More info from
Andy on 081 649 7576 or
Dave on 0234 267515.

L

(already a great success with 200 turned away on the opening night!) were,
[standing | to r] Robert Hughes (Red Lemon Electric Blues Band), Jim Hickman
(Zoo Q), Tony Baylis (Trevor Burton Band), Martin Curley (TBB), Curly McVicar

(Soul Survivors), Trevor Burton (himself), Steve Dylan (TBB), Frogman Curtis
(S. Survivors), Noddy Holder (legend of this parish), Paul Roberts (Little Sister),
Bob Poutney (R. Lemons) and seated Mike Sanchez (Big Town Playboys)
with Kate Pereira (L. Sister). [Photo by Mark Hadley]
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® BLACK SABBATH are
currently in the studios
recording yet another album
and who should be
providing the vocals but,
returning to the fold, Ronnie
James Dio.(MD)

@ HAVING lost drummer
Fuzz to PWEI, KIRK'S
EQUATOR have enlisted
Dave Wheels who made his
debut headlining at
Holland's prestigious
Paradiso Amsterdam. They
play Hare & Hounds on June
1 and then support the
Poppies at the Marquee on
June 3 & 4. News of the
album is, as they say,
expected imminently.(MD)

® WE WOULDN'T believe
this if it weren't for the fact
that one of his staff
snitched: When asked if he
was going along to the Lou
Reed Symphony Hall gig,
Siren editor, Mick Mercer,
replied to the effect thatif he
wished to see old people
he'd visit his parents!!!

® AND IT'S GOODBYE from
him and it's also goodbye
from her when Clive
Gregson and Christine
Collister hitthe road for The
Last Word’ Farewell Tour
this month. They play Stoke
On Trent, Bridge Street Arts
Centre [aka Old Frog Inn]
(May 2), Wolverhampton,
Waulfrun Hall (13),
Birmingham, Red Lion (23)
and Nottingham, Woollaton
Park Pavilion (24).

® THE NORTHWICK,
downtown Worcester's
prime venue kicks off May
with the legendary Drifters
(May 1) and follows through
with Otis Grand (2), Nothing
By Chance (7), Jools Holland
(9), Bang Bang Machine (14),
Then Jerico (21), Big Town
Playboys (22) and Nine
Below Zero (28). Box Office
and info on 0905 755141.

Premier House, 43-48 New Street, Birmingham, B2 4LJ

® SOLIHULL ARTS
FESTIVAL runs from the 9th
to the 16th of this very
month. Amidst the culture,
coffee mornings and kidstuff
youll find temptations such
as Black Voices (10), Evelyn
Glennie (13), The Blues Band
(13), Expresso Bongo
Orchestra (sans Cliff, we
guess) (14) and Quimantu’s
ethnic Latin American
sounds (15) Full details and
booking info from 021 704
6979.

® BLUE WATER STATE
move into Ronnie Scott’s in
June. The seven piece band
will be resident from
Monday June 8th thru
Saturday 14th.

® MAU-MAU, whose afro-
pop is recorded in their own
computerised studio down
in Balsall Heath, go live at
B'Ham's Breedon bar on
Monday May 18th.

® KEITH CHRISTMAS
makes his only Midlands
appearance of 92 at The
Holly Bush Blues Club,
Norton Canes on Saturday
May 16th. Tickets are £2.50
and can be reserved on 0543
279212. Word is that
Christmas, a veteran with

Bowie, ELP, Roxy Music and

Alvin Lee collaborations to
his credit, is due to sign a
major record deal. Also due
at the venue in May are;
Mighty House Rockers (7),
Chill Factor (14), Smith And
Jones Blues Band (21) and
Kick Back (28). Normal .
admission is £1.50. Bands on
stage 9.30.

® RAB C. NESBITT plays an
extra date at Birmingham
Hippodrome on Monday
May 11th. Yup, it's due to
genuine public demand!
Tickets at £11.50, £9.50 and
£7.50 are on sale now. Box
office number is 021 622
7486.

@® REM’'s FAVE BAND, Drivin
N Cryin appear at Edwards
No 8 on May 7th. Peter Buck
appears as producer and
dulcimer player on the
Atlanta based group’s
current Island ‘History’ EP.

OFREE ROCK is still possible
on Monday and Tuesday
nights at JBs in Dudley.
What's more you still get
great value even if it is free
admission ! If you see what
we mean! Look at May's list;
Shadowland / Naked Eye
(Monday 4th), Phantom
Planet / Serious Rhyme
Squad (Tuesday 5th),
Company Of Fools /
Wounded Spirit (11),
Monkey Messiah / Jacob
Sheep (12).

® MECHANICAL HEARTS
are travelling to The Old
Frog Inn, Newcastle Under
Lyme on Friday may 8th. if
you'd like to join them in
conquering the venue you
can join the coach party
form Wolverhampton for a
piffling two quid! Call
Mechanartz on 0902 755888.

@ Advertising typeset by
PIONEER TYPESETTERS LTD
Parkhall Crescent,
Castle Bromwich.

@ Typeset and printed by
BAKER BOND
Brownhills, Walsall
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“Brum Beat Limited
Published by
Brum Beat Limited.

® GREEN ISAAC are at
Griffin Close (B'Ham Uni) on
May 19th and The Barrel
Organ on June 9th. Go see
‘'em!!

® MAYDAY is to be
celebrated in style at The
Old Smithy, Winson Green
Road, Birmingham (20 yards
from the prison!!). It's an
International Mayday gig
with latin music from
Venceramos and Rosa bett.
Tickets are £3 (£2) from
Banner Theatre, 85
Grosvenor Road,
Handsworth, Birmingham
or call 021 356 1390.

® DOODLEBUG are gigging
at The Breedon Bar on June
1st. A source close to the
band tells us that four labels
are currently in a cheque
book waving scenario.

505, Bristol Road
Birmingham

o21-471 1339
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@ SWEET JESUS, currently
in the studio with Lightning
Seeds, Wedding Present
producer, lan Broudie,
working on a follow up to
‘Phonefreak Honey' for June
release, appear at
Birmingham's Barrel Organ
on April 28th.

® THE SUN HOUSE at
B'Ham's City Tavern has a
solid May with Terminal
Hoedown / New Warm Skin
(4), Korova Milkbar / Chick
Free Zone (11), Monkey
Messiah (18), The Bitter
Tears (25) and Sheriff B (29).

@ ANDY GARIBALDI, Stock
Control boss for Mike Lloyd
Music (Hi Andy, remember
you well from the Pinnacle
days! Ed.) writes to point
out that far from being a
mail order only delicacy, the
Orkestra album offered on
last month’'s News page has
been in stock at Mike Lloyd's
Wolverhampton, Stafford,
Hanley and Newcastle
branches for some months.
They also have copies of the
Orkestra CD single on the
shelves, completists!

® HAVING CAST DOUBT on
the true identity of the
Soviet Playboys’ manager,
we received a communique
from unemployed world
leader and hero of the free,
M. Gorbachov, announcing
that it really is he who is
guiding the band’s career.
Well we still doubt Mikky,
old chum. Rid us of
Majorism and we may give
you the benefit of the doubt
though!

our luxury
rehearsal rooms are
fully carpeted. Don't

we just spoil you
rotten!!







