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Dear Brum Beat,

| have just read your article
in Brum Beat no: 26 about:
Martin O’Cuthbert titled
“Trendy to be Schizoid’, and
feel thnt'tha may be the op-
portunity voice to your
readers what it is like to be a
schizophrenic.

| have been diagnosed by the
medical profession as being a
schizophrenic for the last nine
years, although | know | have
been one for much longer, only
having evaded capture and diag-
nosis until nine years ago.

Hallmarks of this not un-

can be continual visual and
auditory hallucinations. From
seeing angels in the sky to my
last severe attack when the
words “You bastard, YOu f.
ing bastard” were forever tor-
menting me, Only after a long
battle was | able to get my
voices to say "“Love and peace’’,
which is only marginally better.
You often live a world of
your own, not eating or drink-
ing for days on end. The res-
ulting physical stress put on
the body heightens the disease.
Healthy body, healthy mind.
Once you are captured by
society's mental guardian for
your bizarre behaviour you will
find vourself confined to one

of Her Majesty’s psychiatric
hospitals, there being two in

Birmingham.

The one | was sent to

spend a year in used to be an
old workhouse. Some of the
workhouse inmates are still
in there to this day; one old
lady of 80 permanently bent
double from decades of floor
scrubbing - her only crime:
having been poor.

You yourself feel perfectly
well and deeply resent any
attempts at treatment, how-
ever minimal,

First your clothes are taken
off you, and you are locked up.
Vast amounts of a non-sleep
inducing tranquiliser are often
administered by injections in
your backside,

After being forcibly strip-
ped and injected into oblivion
| was then led off for what |
was told were shots of electric
convulsive therapy (ECT).

This is repeated nine times
over three or four weeks.

A process of gradual encour-
agement follows, ranging from
cooking, art, and industrial
(packing spoons all day) therapy
You are encouraged back into
society, being discharged after
many long months of reatment
not without its humour and
pathos,

The causes of the disease
are unknown, The treatment is
equally mysterious, ECT being
the only known way of stabilis-
ing the disease to a tolerable

level. To remain stable you have
to stay on the drugs for the
rest of your life. These them-
selves have very bad side effects
and | have to take drugs to
counteract them every day.

Myself, | pass my time
writing poems and practicing
photography at the W.E.L.D.
community project, Hands-
worth.

Most people would not think
| had any iliness and seem
quite surprised when | say
I'm a schizophrenic. The only
true understanding comes from
fellow sufferers.

S0, to call schizophrenia
‘trendy’ may be a trendy act
in itself, but the disease is a
very high price to pay for
being trendy. Certainly higher
than a pair of silver trousers.

Anyway, |I'm glad Brum
Beat exists, especially as it's
free, and hope it continues
to be a forum for art in the
area.

As the wall poem said:
“This may be your year of
the disabled, for me it’s the
rest of my life.”

David Trippas,
Erdington, Birmingham.

We will publish one of David’s
poems in next month’s issue
of Brum Beat. Lack of space
wouldn’t let us do it this issue.
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Phone Neil: 021 -

16 into 2 Desk
1KP.A.

300 watts Foldback

£40 plus petrol
Trucking backline, all Cerwin Ve, ga and HH system,
lights, Shure mics, and engineer.

742 5020
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STALLION VISION SERVICES
SRS

VIDEO SPECIALISTS

HIGH ERCALL 770694
STD Code 0952

THE GAME.
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realistic price.

original material. Successful bands will be proposed for major
record company. Please send tape and S.A.E. to:
STALLION VISION SERVICES 7, Roden, Telford,

Shropshire.
PROMOTION IS THE NAME OF

FROM THE AMERICAN GUITAR COMPANY THAT STILL CARES

Kramer

1st Aluminium . . .

Kramer Stagemaster Series, Vangard Series and Duke
Series Electrlc Guntars and Bassos

Where Was Judie?

Dear Brum Beat,

So where was Judy Tzuke
who you advertised as appear-
ing at the HMV Shop in Bir-
mingham all over the back of
your last issue.

| happened to be going to
Brum that day anyway and,
clutching my ‘Shoot the Moon’
album | thought | might as well
get it signed there at the same
time.

But, no Judy, just a notice
in the window saying she
wouldnt be there after all.

Can’t you make sure things
are going to happen before
advertising them?

Graham Sand,
Leicester.

.| Dear Graham, point one: the
. | advertising

carried in Brum
Beat is paid for by the com-

panies who want themselves or
their product pushed through
our incomparable organ. That is
why you don’t pay 30p for BB.
ly, when some event is
advertised as taking place at a
specific time on a specific day
it very often occurs that Fate
will come lolloping along and
descend with-size .15 Dr. Mar-
tens on the whole plan. Un-
fortunately this was the case
with poor Judy. Her guitarist
inadvertently whopped her one
in the face with end of his
gittar. Consequently she wasn’t
really up to facing hordes of
people and standing in a hot
and difficult position for ages.
However, she did announce at
her Odeon gig that she would
try to re-arrange the personal
appearance to take plave at the
end of her tour. Vext.......

Dying Cult

' | Dear Brum Beat,

After seeing an article in
Brum Beat about local groups
playing at a Scout Hall in

./ Hall Green | went along. |
Professional U-Matic recording mixed down to VHS (most popular ,

worldwide) For limited time only a special price of ONLY £50 (up to
% hour) inc. tape and processing, plus P&P and VAT. But hurry as|
there is a waiting list. We would also like to hear from bands with

thought all the groups were
fairly good. One group stood
out and that was a group
called Dying Cult, They in
my mind could be the best
prospect |'ve seen. They play

Cockney Rejects style music,
a punky style rhythm with
lots of guitar leads. One of
their songs (I think it was
called Poland) | think will be
aclassic.

Pete of the Maypole.
Thank you for comments Pete,

I'm sure Dying Cult will much

appreciate them. Next...

Naybers

Dear Brum Beat,

| am writing to inform
you of a new band called the
Naybers.

Brendan,
Sellv Pnrk Birmingham.
This letter was edited as most

T

of the information was con-
tained in the first sentence
(printed above). Brendan, it
appears, is the guitarist and
vocalist with the band who,
hopefully, next time they write
will be able to tell us about
some gigs.

® Great Balance ® No Dead Spots
@ Incredible Response from forged

Aluminium neck

® No warping problems

® Ebonal fingerboard,

SO N0 wear

@ Back of Necks laquered to give ‘Superb’

feel

““WITHOUT DOUBT THE BEST"

Kramer Pacer Series, Voyager Series and
Pioneer Series Electric Guitars and Basses

Then Kramer invented the ‘wooden neck’ .and.now excluéively

SPECIAL

distributed in the U.K. by:

Fordingley Marketing Ltd.

(Walsall 33129)

54 Wisemore,

SPECIN-' Walsall, West Mids.
New Kramer guitar strings. See ' em at the Jones &-
Special for British Music Fair: Crossland stand at the.
£1.75p per set. NEC 14th - 18th May'
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