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The Midlands Largest Band Instrument Showrooms
FULL RANGE ' OF
AMFPLIFIERS : ECHO UNITS : GUITARS
DRUMS - ALL WOOD WIND & BRASS
HIGHEST PART EXCHANGES LOWESTF EASY
TERMS

285-286, BROAD STREET, BIRMINGHAM.
Tel, — MID 0593 & 4956
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Vogues’
biggest
bid

THE group who

admit the have
alwa¥s “taken one
step forward and two

backwards” are mak-
ing their biggeststride
towards the top. They
are the Vogues, whose
first single, “Younger
Girl,” should enable
them tomakerealpro
gress at last.

So often have the boys felt
they were getting some-
where, only to find them-
selves marking time once
more, after achievements
that seemed certain to guar-
antee them making the big
time.

The Vogues reached the finals
of the “Melody Maker”
National Beat contest last
year.

Talented

This talented Birmingham
group also reached the fin-
als of the “"Ready; Cicady, —
Win!” contest, sponsored
by “Ready, Steady, Go!”
Their reward was a track on
an LP of the finalists.

But neither of these contest
successes led to the release
of a single in this country
— despite the fact that a rec-
ording of one of their own
compositions was issued in
the States.

And the Vogues have also
passed three separate audi-
tions for Hughie Green’s
“Opportunity Knocks” TV
show, without once having
the satisfaction of being in-
vited to appear on the pro-
gramme.

Hoping...

“So you can see why theboys
feel they have achieved so
much yet so little,” says the
Vogues go-ahead manager,
Den Caney.

“Now they are hoping that
their record will bring them
them the fame they have
been working so hard to
attain.”

Members of the Vogues,
whose “Younger Girl” on o
the Columbia label was
written by the Lovin’
Spoonful’s John Sebastian,

are: -

John Carroll (rhythm guitar,
vocal), Bunny Bryan (lead
guitar, vocal, harmonica,
gazoo, drums), Ron Dick-
son (bass, guitar, mando-
lin, ukelele, vocals), and
Steve Price (drums, vocals,
guitar, piano).

o THE BEST SERVICE IN THE MIDLANDS

for Everything Musical —

\\ CASH BARGAINS OR EASY TERMS ARRANGED

Guitars - Amplifiers - Drums - Electronic Organs - Hohner Harmonicas
Hohner Accordions - Strings and all Accessories

LESLIE LAW MUSIC L™

NORTHAMPTON, 26 Newland. Tel. 36814 = CORBY, 16 The Jamb. Tel. 2746 = KETTERING, 22 Montagu - St. Tel. 3020
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Congratulations to the

VOGUES

" from

The George Clay Music Company

DEN CANEY

Personal Manager to THE VOGUES

wishes to thank Agents, Promoters and Everyone
who has helped us in the past, and trusts that the
release of

“"YOUNGER GIRL"

justifies their faith in the Group
DEN CANEY

176 LEACH GREEN LANE, REDNAL, BIRM’GHADM
Tel. RUBery 2433 — HARborne 2693 (Day)

GABRIELLE

Fashion Designer to the Front Page Groups, hopes

“YOUNGER GIRL™
by THE VOGUES will be a smash hit
For Your New Group Suites contact —

GABRIELLE

WOODBINE COTTAGE, EACHWAY LANE,
REDNAL, Near BIRMINGHAM

CHRIS ALLEN Promotions

congratulate

THE VOGUES

on their latest release
“YOUNGER GIRL”
We hope it will be a big hit.

You deserve it!

MIDLAND BEAT

Published Monthly — Price Is.

Editor
DENNIS DETHERIDGE

Circulation Manager:
DENNIS W. GARNER

Picture Editor:
JIM SIMPSON

Blacklisting

IT is to be hoped that the
blacklisting of groups who
persistently let down promo-
ters will promptthe offenders
to take a close look at them-
selves.

For there is no doubtthat
local agents havebeenforced
to take this action in an effort
to bring to heel a handful of
groups whose irresponsi-
bility was jeopardising their
livelihood.

Groups accepting engage-
ments from an agent have
an obligation to him to see
that they carry it out to the
best of their ability — and
that begins with arriving on
time.

Now groups who
repeatedly show a lack of
discipline will face possible
blacklisting by most of the
major agents in Birming-
ham. Which means they will
have virtually no work in
the area for the period of
their suspension.

But it is up to the agents
to use their power wisely.
They must be scrupulously
fair, giving every group a
chance to state its case if it
feels it has been treated
unjustly.

No group should be
blacklisted unless there is
every justification for such

“*Younger
Girl’’

Backed by “LIES”

Now on Sale — Columbia DB 7985

Buy Today ... It's Great

BO BERRY takes you

ON THE BEAT

IS Roger (no shoes) Beamer
the group’s answer to Sandie
Shaw? ... How long before the
Move move to London ? ...
Bon voyage, Lee Stevens ...
‘Strike recording contract for
the Sombreros ...

LETTERS from Germany to
“M. B.” from Andy’s
Clappers and Giorgio and
Marco’s Men ... Wedding
bells for Showmen’s Mal
Ford and Miss Pat Farrell
next month ...

CUSTARD [Ifouse surely a
“plum” booking for Second
City Sound ... Vogues’ new
release should get a liberal
share of the sales with Den
Caney behind them ... Has
Froggy got a Monopoly at
Tito’s?

Number please

PHIL Myatt wanted to find out
if the new Carlton Johns
answering service had any
messages for him — but he
couldn’t find their number to
ring them! Trespassers
now solely represented by
Mike Carroll ...

MARTIN Baggott knocked
out by the Move ... Jimmy
Powell re-opening recording
studios in Northfield in con-
junction with Strike Records
-~ “Golden Ear - Rings” a

suitable signature tune for

Carlton Ballroom?

A & R man Alan Freeman

visited Birmingham to dis-

cuss next Ugly’s single (due

out early September)... R.L.P.

the Shanes ... Office hunting:

Barr Enterprises and Roger

Allen Agency...

Red roses

BERRIES Clive Lea and
Chuck Botfield learning to
play trumpet ... John Singer’s
secretary wondering who sent
her a dozen red roses ...
“M.B.” celebrates third anni-
versary next month...

DON’T expect to find the Move
bidding for an ambulance at
an auction again! ... Elbow
Room has an impressive list
of forthcoming attractions ...

UGLY’S were paid a big fee
for playing just two numbers
during filming of crowd

Mercian
boss back
again

Mercian Agency boss Ray
Northover is back from
Devon, where he hasbeen pro-
moting at Torquay Town
Hall, the attractions including
Dave Berry, Chris Farlowe
and the Alan Price Set.

Says Ray:“We pulled infull
houses and were very pleased
with the reception given to one
of our own groups, Raynor’s
Secrets, who supported ontwo
occasions.” g

During the summer, the
Kidderminster-based agency
has been booking as far afield
as Aberystwyth, New Quay,
Bude, Torquay, Bognor Regis
and London.

Midland venues solely
booked through Mercian, the
only full-time agency in Wor-
cestershire, include Worcester
Co-op Hall, Stourport Civic
Centre, and Kidderminster
Black Horse Hotel.

Apart from Raynor’s
Secrets, the agency represents
Deep Feelin (now with
Polydor and expecting a
release on their return from
France) and a re-formed
Shakedown Sounds, possibly
the most popular group in
Worcestershire at the time of
their break-up in May.

The new Shakedown
Sounds commence bookings
in September and now feature
organ in their line-up. New
vocalist is John Best, formerly
with Hereford’s Lee Starr
group.

scenes for “Privilege” at St.
Andrew’s ... Must find out the
name of Cyril Isherwood’s
barber...

NEXT month’s Second City
Scene column should have
a Spanish accent with Dennis
Detheridge (Majorca) and
Pete Gittings (South of Spain)
back from holiday ... Blind
saxist with the In-Sect ...
Spartans have a girl organist

Busy start

GLAD to hear Randle’s
Replacement Agency hashad
a busy start ... Two more
well - known Birmingham
groups soon to be represented
by Barr Enterprises ... Who

told the Con-Chords to goto
Dlaises? ... .

Pete Gittings denies judging too
many contests broughtonhis
recent illness ... Deplorable:
lack of encouragement from
the crowd at finals of Silver
Blades contest ...

YOU didn’t miss much if you
missed the U.K. premier of

the Rolling Stones film
“Gather No Moss” in Bir-
mingham ... Opening soon:
Midnight City, 24-hour club
for Birmingham teenagers ...

GIORGIO and Marco’s Men
have distributed copies of
“M.B.” with their photograph
on the front page all over the
Continent ... Listen doubled
the attendance on recent visit
to Queen’s Ballroom, Wol-
verhampton ...

Not the same

DECCA’S August 5th release
sheet lists new discs by the
Martells and Limeys ... but
they’re not the Birmingham
groups with similar names ...
Dennis Detheridge helped Phil
Myatt force the Carlton
Johns office door when the
lock jammed ...

Chuck Dotfield lost his trunks
when he tried water ski-ing
without skiis with the Berries
at Blackpool ... Can we now
expect Lee Stevens to record
“When It’s Springtime in the
Rockies”?

Herc's wishing
VOGUES

a full house and a snowball success

THE

with their record

“YOUNGER GIRL”
Rubery Cinema Bingo Club

Spence is a dad again ...-

FAMOUS FOR AMERICAN and
CONTINENTAL TAILORING ! !

114'

¥
*

., John BrlghtSt.ﬁW

BIRMINGHAM
Under the Guinness Clock
TAILORS TO THE VOGUES
AND MANY OF THE SUCCESSFUL GROUPS
URGENT ORDERS CCMPLETED IN 10 DAYS

UNIVERSAL TRAVEL AGENCY
wish

THE VOGUES

a jet journey to the top
with
“YOUNGER GIRL”
Contact us for vour travel arrangements.
2 BELL LANE, NORTHFIELD
Tel.: PRI 5060

YOU

CAN BECOME A FRONT-PAGE GROUP
LIKE

THE

VOGUES

THE

VOGUES
Fan Club

176, Leach Green
Lane,
Rednal,
Birmingham.

Join To-day

by Getting YOUR EQUIPMENT from

JONES & CROSSLAND

Taking part in Contests has helped THE VOGUES
get to the top . . . It could be YOUR turn next
if you enter the “Midland Group Championships,
1966,” starting at the LOCARNO BALLROOM,
BIRMINGHAM, on SEPTEMBER 5

S O

GROUPS WISHING TO TAKE PART
SHOULD CONTACT US WITHOUT
DELAY

JONES & CROSSLAND

ALBANY HOTEL BUILDINGS

SMALLBROOK RINGWAY, BIRMINGHAM 5
Telephone : MIDland 4655
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The Ian Campbell Column

About turn on Czecks’ ‘folk’

ONE of the reasons why Ifirst
became interested in pertorm-
ing folk music professionally
was because I made a trip to
Czechoslovakia ten years ago.

At the time, I was in a
skiffle group, doing the usual
sort of negro prison songs,
primitive jazz work songs,
blues and so on, as well as
having quite a few Scottish
songs, drinking songs, etc.,
in our repertoire. %

But it was with a choir
that T went on the visit to
Czechoslovakia. It completely
turned me upside down
because 1 was absolutely
knocked out by the folk music
there.

The whole country was
throbbing away with tradi-
tional music. All the young
people we met had a tradi-
tional costume in their ward-
robe. They put it on at the
slightest excuse and went
round yodelling and stamping
with their big boots on.

Most of them were singing
or dancing in folk ensembles
and those who didn’t sing or
dance were playing an instru-
ment. It was more of a raving
scene in folk music than the
beat scene is here.

Although young people in
this country are all tied up in
beat, a lot of them don’t play
in groups, whereas in Czecho-

slovakia a young person not
in a folk ensemble of some sort
was the exception.

These groups were not like
my own but huge ensembles
of 50 or 60. Every school had
its group, so did every college,
factory and office block. And
folk music was on the radio
almost non-stop.

1 was so impressed by the
lively atmosphere of the music
and how the young people
had become so involved with it
that I came back determined
to start a folk ensemble.

I failed. In fact, the first
thing I tried to do was to
change the choir I was in into
a folk ensemble. This led to a
great deal of friction and 1
left!

Eventually, the skiffle
group I ran developed into
the Campbell Group, leaving
me with this picture in my mind
of this wonderland, Czecho-
slovakia, where it all goes on
in folk music.

So when we embarked on
our recent concert tour of the
country, I told the others: *It’s
going to be a unique ex-
perience. You’re goingto have
folk music coming out of your
ears!”

After our first four days
there, however, we realised
that we hadn’t encountered
any folk music at all. Thenwe,
found out what had happened.

Leslie Dunn’s Theatre Special

It seems that the whole folk
music scene died in Czechoslo-
vakia because it was being
forced upon them. They just
had too much of it. The
Government, in trying to pro-
tect the Czech public from the
corrupting influence of “deca-
dent Western culture,” had
banned pop music of any sort.

Greener

Well, the grass is always
greener on the other side of the
hill, so young people, being
what they are, immediately
reacted by rejecting Czech folk
music because it was official.

A black market developed
in Elvis Presley and other pop
records until the Government
eventually realised the mistake
they were making. So they
lifted the ban.

The cultural mentors of the
country came to the conclusion
that if they were going to get
beat by hook or by crook
then they must try and set
some sort of standard.

They decided that if the
teenagers must have beat, let
them have the best, so they
invited Manfred Mann over,
feeling that it was the most
musical group in the West.

And when they noted the
folk song revival here, regard-
ing it as a very wholesome

THE FALL... AND THE RISE

SEPTEMBER brings the Fall ... and rise, of
curtains in theatres around the Midlands.

September 5th. is perhaps the first rise
worth noting in BIRMINGHAM where at
the Alexandra, as part of the Birmingham
Festival of Entertainments, the D’Oyly Carte
Opera Company moves in for a two week
spell with the following productions: “The
Mikado”; “Iolanthe”; “Ruddigore”; “Trial by
Jury”; and “H.M.S. Pinafore”; “The Gon-
doliers” “The Yeoman of The Guard”;
“Patience” and “The Pirates of Penzance”.

From this same date until the 10th:
STOKE - ON - TRENT’S Victoria Theatre
plays Bernard Shaw’s “"Arms & The Man.”

On September 6th: yet another Midland
theatre moves over to the repertoire system —
the Phoenix Theatre at LEICESTER will
open a 15 week season with six plays inter-
changing throughout the period.

One of the numerous advantages of this
system is that productions which prove to be
more popular can be given more per-
formances than others, the programme thus
capable of being tailored to suit the demands
and response of the public.

The plays that make up this season at
Leicester are Noel Coward’s “Present
Laughter”; Bernard Shaw’s “Man & Super-
man”; “Little Malcolm and his Struggle
Against the Eunochs” by David Halliwell;
“Portrait of a Queen” by William Francis,
the play which was such a success for
Dorothy Tutin in London; Moliere’s *The
Imaginary Invalid” and Shakespeare’s “ The
Taming of the Shrew”. Not a bad collection
of 15 weeks theatre in lucky Leicester.

The 6th also sees the opening of a new
season at the BIRMINGHAM Repertory
Theatre, already experienced in the reper-
toire system. Peter Dews heralds his appear-
ance as the new Director of Productions
with a production of Bertolt Brecht’s “The
Life of Galileo,” following it up on the 13th
with Ronald Eyre’s “Crack in the Ice.” Into
the COVENTRY Theatre on September 7th
comes by now the tried and trusted, nay not
only tried and trusted but just about the
greatest musical of all time, “My Fair Lady.”

This particular company is the Southern
National, which enjoyed such a successful
season at the BDirmingham Theatre.

The cast includes Tony Britton, Wendy
Bowman, Dert Brownbill, Patrick Wadding-
ton and Gwynne Whitby. If this show is as
good now as when I saw it in Birmingham
don’t miss it whatever you do.

The next night for openings is September
13th when at CHELTENHAM’S Everyman
you can see “A Severed ITead” for two weeks;
DERBY Playhouse for two weeks of " Tres-
pass” by Emlyn Williams and STOKE’S
Victoria for Peter Terson’s “I’'m in Charge
of These Ruins™.

The next date to note is the closing on
September 17th of “Camelot”, which opened
3! the BIRMINGHAM Theatre on August
30th.

Finally September 19th: BIRMINGHAM
Alexandra - “Never Too Late” for 1 week;
September 26th: COVENTRY Theatre - “ The
Royal Ballet”; September 27th: CHELTEN-
HAM Everyman — “Private Lives.”

move, they agreed that it
would be a good idea to have
my group pay a visit.

Their motive was: our
young people have rejected
traditional music, but if we
bring it over from the West,
it will suddenly become re-
spectacle again, since musi-
cally they regard anything
from the West as good.

Which is how the Ian
Campbell Folk Group was
called upon to help to make
folk music respectable again
in Czechoslovakia!
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Ray King plus Midriffs

The big sound of the Ray King Soul Pact (left) has
Jjoined forces with the versatile Midriff Dancers (below),
resulting in a completely new package show, thought
to be one of the first of uts kind in the country. Handled
by Do’Lock Enterprises, of Birmingham, the Pact feature
a variety of instruments, including clarinet, flute and vibes.
The act is in great demand and hopes to make its disc
debut with E. M.I. soon.

No. 2069 COLIBRI
Bl—.\. Trumpet
)

M. HOHNER LTD.
11-13 FARRINGDON ROAD, LONDON, E.C.1

SILVER CoOLIBRI

FOR TOP PERFORMANCE

There is nothing like blowing your own
trumpet — especially when it's a Silver

Colibri made by HUTTL. NEW in
— HUTTL

Great Britain is known
throughout the world for excellence
and maintains the highest standard
in brass instruments, Ask at your local
Music Shop for the new HUTTL Cata-

logue or write for free copy to the Sole
Distributors, M. HOHNER LTD., at the

address below.

N

B
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I HEARD a long evening of superb jazz at
the Midland Jazz Club on 6th August, played
by the man who currently fills the trombone
chair in the George Lewis Band back in New
Orleans: Louis Nelson, admirably backed by
Darry “Kid” Martyn’s Ragtime Jazz DBand.

Supporting band on this occasion was
Dan Pawson’s Artesian ITall Stompers, there
was a bar extension, and yet, M.J.C.
Chairman Eddie Fleming was somewhat
disconsolate because the club was not quite
full. So financially, all was not well.

If New Orleans fans don’t support theclub
when they present such great attractions, the
Midland, the biggest and most influential
club in the Midlands, will not be able to
afford George Lewis and Co.

Wingy Manone, likewise from New

Orleans, is the star booked by the M.J.C.
for September 17th. Older fans will remember
him for his version of “Isle of Capri” a long
time before Ken Colyer and Chris Barber
presented this pre-war pop number as a
vehicle for swinging jazz. Please, lovers of
N.O. jazz, don’t let Eddie and me down, will
you?
NEWS has come in this month of Sunday
lunchtime jazz sessions by Jim Shelley’s
revived Milenburg Band, at The Caves,
Stafford St., Walsall. They formerly played
at the Stork in that town and we were glad to
see Rick Vaughan on clarinet alongside Jim
on trombone.

AN OLD band under a new name were
recently at Le Metro club in Livery Street:
the London City Stompers have become Max
Collie’s Rhythm Aces.

About the only band around to feature a
female bassist (Annie ITawkins), they include,
in addition to leader Max (trombone): Eddie
Edwards (banjo), ex-Eric Allendale Band;
Trevor Arnold (tpt.), Roy Pellett (clt.), and
Tony Skrivens (drs.). Max Collie came over

Band.

Back in Nottingham is Tony Jackson, who has béen singing in

London for the past six months with one of Britain’s top jazz
groups, the Bruce Turner Jump Band, Bruce having now joined
the Acker Bilk Band, of course.

Tony has played in Nottingham with such bands as the
Leen Valley Jazzmen, Richard Hallam Blues Band. R & B
Messengers and Bob Wilson’s Blues. He’s also worked with
Derby’s "Arthur Coyne’s Jazzmen and the Derek Butterworth

But Tony Jackson has not confined his experience as a
Jazzman to playing with bands in the Midlands and London.
He was also in the South of France with Jean Christian Michel’s
Storyville Jazz Band

PLEASE, don’t let us down

AT THE Giffard Arms, Wolverhampton, the
Original Syncopation Jazz Club meets every
Friday.

Mostly, the Zenith Hot Stompers play
there but a visiting band is on when the
Zeniths play away, for example at Salutation
Stomp, Birmingham, as on September 9th.
(Bill Nile’s Jazzmen on August 26th).
ANOTHER popular club in the Midlands is
the Woolpack J.C., meeting regularly at the
Woolpack Inn, Union St, Rugby, on
Sundays.

Closed during August, they - re-open.in
September, and feature visiting bands, such
as Ken Colyer’s, Monty Sunshine’s, Barry
Martyn’s.

Spencer’s Washboard Kings have also
played there, likewise Nottingham’s leading
New Orleans-style jazz band, Les Devotees.
Members pay 5s. at the Woolpack; guests 7s.
TROMBONIST with the Savoy Jazzband is
now Pete ITindle, whose temporary replace-
ment with the Canalside Jazzband on
Mondays is Dave Senior, the trombonist with

Bridges, who seems a very careful and
sensitive Lewis-style musician. The Savoy’s
Monday dates atthe Briars, Habberley Road,
Kidderminster, continue successfully.

Also there on 6 August was Champion
Jack Dupree, whose visits to the Midlands
have been numerous and enjoyable.

Two clubs which also present visiting
London bands as well as having a resident
band are: Worcester, Old Rectifying House,
Mondays, resident: Perdido St. Stompers,
and Stafford, Staffordshire Yeoman, resident:
Three Spires Jazzband.

HAVING closed at the Adam and Eve,
Dradford St. for the summer, well-known
trombonist-leader Nick Williams now plays
on Friday nights at the Old Crown in

Deritend.

His band included Ken Littler (po.), Bob
Oliver (tpt.), Phil Hodnett (bs.), Brian
Helliwell - (bjo.), Mick ITaslam (drs.) and
Roy Lunn (clt.) when I heard them. The
0Old Crown is the place to hear Ken Ingram’s
Eagle J.B. on Saturday and Sunday evenings.

usually exhibit, are notoriously gregarious.

f you have any time left to write letters
after spending evenings in the numerous
clubs and concert-halls and listening to the
ever-increasing record collection, may I
mention International Jazz Friends, formed
to introduce jazz fans from all over the world
to each other, in order that they may
corresgond and exchange records, tapes and
magazines.

Membership is free. [Taving met jazz-fans
from many countries, and being in active
touch with a number still, I can vouch for
the satisfaction such contacts give.

If readers are interested, write to either:
R. Neal, 9 Lee Park, London, S.E.3, or J.
Ellison, 29 Inverary Rd., Wroughton,
Swindon, Wilts.

o000

I HAVE recently received two very interesting
records from Czechoslovakia, whither Bir-
mingham’s George Watts travelled, as
reported last month.

The Studio for Trad Jazz, led by Pavel
Smetacek, reveal ability and taste and the
clarinet player has certainly heard Monty
Sunshine. This is all the more interesting
since (as Monty himself told .me at Le
Metro club on August, 5th) the Sunshine
Band will be a British representative at
Prague’s second international jazz festival
in Czechoslovakia on October 6.

The departure of Val Wiseman, our local
contribution to professional jazz vocalists,
will mean that Monty will not take a singer
with him. I understand Val is hoping to make
a name as a solo artist, and I’m sure readers
will join me in wishing her good luck.

Finally, two more dates to note, both at
Salutation Stomp, Snow Hill: September 16
Johnny Parker, one of Britain’s greatest
blues pianists, with Birmingham’s Creole
Serenaders; September 23, Ged [Ilone
Ragtime Band (from Manchester).

with the Melbourne New Orleans Band, which

toured in 1962-3.

the Artesian Hall Stompers.
This band have a new clarinettist in Dick

JAZZ fans, showing that well - known
solidarity which holders of minority interests

by LES PAGE

Dear Ser...

FURTHER to my letter
printed recently regarding the
playing of “Top Ten” numbers
as an essential to success, I
can now conclude as follows:

We have beenforced to turn
to playing these numbers in
order to get bookings to pay
the Inland Revenue (Tax-
man). So, on threat of jail,
practically, our group has
turned to playing “pops.”

No more will we hear the
sweet words of praise from
other groups who were de-
lighted with our material, no
more will we perform numbers
by such artists as Jackie Ross,
Buddy Ace, the Entertainers
and Bobby Moore.

this does not convince
Dave Hale, then I'll gladly
talk it over with him in my
cell at Winson Green!

Plastic Genius

Wednesbury,
taffs.

Move dedicated

WHY do groups insist on
running down the Move? We
think The Move are a fantastic
group and we cannot see why
they are the current object of
criticism.

We feel that if groups — in-
stead of showing their jealousy
by knocking them — would
follow their example by
showing as much dedication
to their music, we would
probably see a lot more Bir-

For The Latest
And Greatest
BOOK

U.NO.WHO

(DON'T YOU)
MANAGER EDG 2740
MR. B. CLIFFORD
44, COLLETTE HOUSE,

GILBY ROAD, .~
’c»v LADYWOOD, N\

(% |
%, BHAM. &

Abbey Music
Company

for
DRUMS:
Premier Agents.

All Accessories.
GUITARS: Large Stocks
AMPLIFIERS:

Popular Range. o

5 & 6 Market PlaceP

mingham groups in the hit
parade today.

The Monopoly

Sutton Coldfield,
Warks.

Clique club

WE are writing to inform you
of the Official Fan Club for the
Clique, the winners of the
“Sounds of '66” Contest at the
Silver Blades, Birmingham.

When applying for mem-
bership, fans should send a
postal order for 2s. 6d. and a
stamped addressed envelope
to the address given below.

Sheila and Anne

148 Walsall Road,
Perry Barr,
Birmingham.

Thanks...

WE would like to thank you
very much for writing about
the Virus in "Midland Beat.”
They are our local group and
we think they deserve recogni-
tion because they are a fan-
tastic group.

Sue and Lyn
Fan Club Secretaries

44 Oakthorpe Drive,
Kingshurst Estate,
Birmingham 34.

A chance to see

George Barnes

Midland guitarists visiting
London at the beginning of
September will have the oppor-
tunity of seeing noted Ameri-
can guitarist George Barnes,
who will be assisting with pro-
motions for Guild Guitars.

There is to be a “Meet the
Guitarists” evening at St. Giles
Music Centre on September 8
and a concert and demonstra-
tion at the Notre Dame Hall,
Leicester Place, off Leicester
Tickets for the concert which
begins at 3 p.m., with George
being accompanied by Ivor
Mairants, are available from
local Guild stockists or Besson
& Co., Edgware.

Beauty and
the Beat

Attractive, 20 - years - old
Cindy Cole has already
made two discs, her latest
beéing “Lonely City Blue
Boy” on’® the Columbia
label. She comes from Flint
in North Wales.

It was after her family
moved to Chester that
Cindy got her E.M.I
recording contract. Now
she’s hoping it won’t be
long before her name is
gracing the hit parade.
name!

* TETLOW RECORDING STUDIO

NOW BEING USED BY TOP GROUPS
FROM ALL OVER THE MIDLANDS

DEMO TAPES OR DISCS

Original Material and Session Men provided.
Appointments can be made any time of the Day or

Night.
TETLOW RECORDING STUDIO

261, STRATFORD ROAD, BIRMINGHAM, 11

Burton-on-Trent Phones Studio (021) — 772 - 7323
Telephone: 2404, Home (021) SPR 3944
a

Birmingham 13.

Manager’s Name and Address--— —

mingham), Lovin’ Kind

The Nazz (Birmingham).

‘MIDLAND BEAT’ REGISTER

So many groups have just been formed, broken up or changed their name since the intro
duction of the "Midland Beat” Group Register that we have decided it should be revised.
Therefore, any group wishing their name to be entered in the new register must complete
the form below and send it to "Midland Beat” without delay. Remember, inclusion in the
register is one way of helping to prevent another group coming on the scene with YOUR

TO: "Midland Beat” 1966 Group Register, Midland Beat, 110 Wake Green Road, Moseley,

Nameofgroup: — — — —— — — — — — — — _ — _ _ _

TAOPhoOmO NG — — it e C i G, e Sy i i

New
Bromsgrove

studios expect
to be busy

PARTNERS in Bromsgrove’s
new recording studios, Phil
Dawson and Roger Baker,
have called the venture the
“John Graham?” Studios.

Situated in the old part of the
Catshill, W.M.C., well known
for its big beat sessions, in
Meadow Road, Catshill,
Bromsgrove, the first cus-
tomers were the recently
re-formed Moderation. Other
visitors included the Bent
Society.

Ideally situated between Bir-
mingham and Worcester, itis
expected that Worcestershire
groups will make full use of
the facilities offered by the
principals.

Phil will be remembered by
older readers as vocalist with
the Playboys, who were the
first county group on LT.V.

ITe.is a fully qualified electrical
engineer, and has made
nearly all theequipment, with
the exception of mikes and a
Ferrograph tape deck ( the
latest model). He is the A& R
man and his previous group
experience with the Nomads
will stand him in good stead.

Roger Daker, too, is well-
known. Ife is a handyman/
engineer and offers groups a
van-replacement service, as.
well as repairs forequipment.

Groups are advised to book
early for appointments. The
comprehensive charge will be
£2.10s. an hour for the first
two hours, reducing by ten
shillings for each two hour
period thereafter.

This offer is open till October
1st, when charges will be
approximately three guineas
an hour.

Further details from Phil (tele-
-phone Bromsgrove 5763) or
Roger (Bromsgrove 2810)
It is hoped to add a booking
agency at a later stage.

BARRIE FINCH

Here are the latest additions to the revised Group Register: The Clique (Streetly), Catch—22
(Birmingham), Exchequers (Birmingham), Heatwave (Brownhills), Levy Ramblers (Bir-
(Birmingham), Peasant Sect

ngh: X (Wolverhampton), The Rest
(Birmingham), Sonic Sounds (Ross-on-Wye), This End (Nottingham), Thg ?‘l'}‘)" (Leiceester)s,
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CLIQUE

CLICK!

WELL done, The Clique! This popular
Birmingham group are the winners of
the “Sounds of 66” Beat Contest at the
Silver Blades Ice Rink, Birmingham.

But it was such a close-
fought battle in the finals that
judges Dennis Detheridge, Pete
Gittings and Frank Brook-
stein had a difficult task mak-
ing a decision.

However, they agreed that
the Clique were worthy win-
ners with the talented In-Sect
from Evesham in second
place. Another hard-working
group, the Outer Limits, were
third.

Special individual awards
to the outstanding instrumen-
talists and vocalists in the

These were wonby Richard
Bennett (lead guitar, In-Sect)
Terry Gill (bass guitar, Cli-
que), P. Hornby (rhythm gui-
tar, Satans), Tony Pugh (or-
gan, Clique), Doug Alcock,
(drums, In-Sect), DeanJames
(vocalist, Outer Limits) and
Roger Banning (saxist, In-
Sect).

The winning groups recei-
ved substantial cash prizes,
including £100 for the Cli-
que, who also get a record-
ing test and dates at other
rinks on the Silver Blades cir-

contest were presented by cuit.
“Midland Beat.” .

Dennis Detheridge, Editor
of "Midland Beat,” presents
Terry Gill with a cheque for
£100 for The Clique as the
winners of thecompetition. On
the left of the picture is the
Clique’s Tony Pugh. =

Individual award winners
shown here with their plaques

pictures

JOHN LINES

cligue.
Griffths
ql;'(l)g%ael Thomas:

Toasting their own hoped - Lowss (t()dru.ms)'n y Haywood. S
for success just beforethefinal gl’;rse. . Ken
c

are the In-Sect pictured here
in the Silver Blades Milk Bar.
Left to right: Lee Richmond,
Roger Banning, Dick Bennett,
Michael Selby, Doug Allcock
and Roy Birchmore. Theboys
of the In-Sect areallfrom Eve-
sham.

The Satans, from Coleshill,
caught watching the skatersin
action during finals night at
the Silver Blades.
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by Dennis Dett

HAVE you paid a visit to the
Heart Beat Club in Birming-
ham yet? If you haven't, it’s
time you did, writes Pete
Gittings.

The ITeart Beat Club, the
first discotheque to' open' in
Birmingham, is situated over
the Silver Blades Ice Rink. A
very cosy club with subdued
lighting and a'friendly atmos- It
phere, together with brand e

Epu<EgeBss BR

new dance floors, it makes a pl
very pleasant evening out. gl

Genial host and manager, U
Mr. Peter Forward is always o
at hand with a pleasant smile a

for his guests in the club. Top
marks also to his charming th
young ladies who serve e
behind the bars, cloakrooms, w
etc., with good, quick service. 4
Now to the man the club H
cannot do without, Frankie a
Lee, the resident D.J. Twenty-
four-year-old Frankie started "
two years ago, gaining
experience under Geoff Bailey
and Tony Jay. Now he is L
playing in the region of 36 to in
40 hours of records a week in th
the club, using something like is
800 records, which are ]
selected from 2000 - odd titles N
at his finger tips. Ll
types of music is g
played, including Country
and Western, Rhythm and o
Blues, Mototwn, Pop, Blue ol
Beat, seven nights a week. And al
on Wednesday a leading local al
group is featured in the club w
It is not unusual to see 1l
members of leading national di
groups paying a visit to the
club, particularly if they have te
appeared at the rink down- a

stairs earlier in the evening. 0
This gives the members an is
opportunity of getting auto- ;(‘

| - : ; be-

= It wasn’t long ¢
ersation

The Move — = > fore the con]ljiverDOQ

off to Vietnam? nager John
Sorgan. uclomed

ickly to his
Tommy QU Ballroom

Birmingham'’s

\ A [y t two 5
ELBOW s : - %lck ffbout when they
R e LA get together?
ROOM Sl aE > ,
High St., Aston

Not a “Night Club” ar
informal Late Bar (2 a.m.)
with Dancing, Buffet and in-
expensive GREEK speciality
Grills.
Cards and Roulette.

Location a few minutes

from the city centre on the
main Perry Barr, Walsall,
Manchester Road (A.34).

Music Programme and
Door Cover.

DISCS — MONDAY,
TUESDAY, THURSDAY.
No admission charge.
GROUPS — WEDNESDAY
FRIDAY, SATURDAY.

“Jakkii” — writing to
recording break.




“1

leridge and Pete Gittings

aphs and meeting the stars
:mselves.
Smiling Frankie tells me
at an “Oldie but Goodie”
ght will be held on Thurs-
lys soon, featuring discs
ade during the past five
ars and still remaining
jpular. They will be played
requested by the club
:mbers.
A point worth mentioning
re is that if any member
guests any record to be
ayed that Frankie has not
it in stock members are
ually told that there is a
yssibility their record will be
railable the following week.
It’s also interesting to note
at members appear toknow
ch other and mix very well
th new faces that might
ypear at the club, making the
eart Beat a place where
wyone can feel at home.

lelp for Jakkii

DOKING forward to mak-
g her first record soon —
anks to “Midland Beat” —
Jacqueline Purser, of 172
iddleton Hall Road, Kings
orton. It was writing to
A.B.” that led to “Jakkii”
itting her disc contract.
She wrote: “I wonder if you
wuld help me. I am 20 years
d and have been singing
id playing the guitar for
yout four years, during
hich I have been playing
iythm and vocal with
fferent groups.
“But now I have decided
go out on my own, as
rother Marianne Faithfull,
aly this time with guitar. This
where I would like someone
help me in arranging num-
irs, etc., most of all to give

“M.B.” gave her a

me an honest opinion on
whether I'd do or not.

“My style is more of a
modern folk (Buffy Saint
Marie, cum a little of Joan
Baez, with a touch of
Marianne Faithfullthrownin)
than anything. I canalso play
instrumentals.”

We passed on Miss Purser’s
letter to Arthur Smith, of the
A.D.S.E.L. agency, suggest-
ing he might like to consider
her for Polydor Records. He
arranged a recording test —
and “Jakkii” passed with
flying colours.

For Mr Brown

WHEN the U.K. Bonds read
that Deputy Premier George
Brown had made a speech at
Durham Miner’s Gala with the
theme, “The World Is Watch-
ing Us,” they couldn’t resist
sending him a copy of their
disc.

An accompanying lettey
from drummer Mick Allen
said: “We little thought that
when we recorded the number
that the title was to be used by
you in one of your fiery
speeches and quoted through-
out the world.”

But the U.K. Bonds havea
feeling that Mr. Brown might
be playing the “B” side of the
disc now that he has moved
over to the Foreign Office.
It’s called “I Said Goodbye
to the Blues!”

To Vietnam

THE MOVE will be off to
Vietham to entertain the
American forces intheautumn
if President Johnson accepts
an offer made by the group’s
manager, Tony Secunda.
Says Mr. Secunda: “I've
written to the President saying
that the boys would be pleased

to go out there for a few days.
I’'m still waiting for a reply.”

Meanwhile, the Move are
expected to make their first
disc soon, possibly for Tamla
Motown, as it is understood
that there is a possibility that
the boys might be signed by
this label.

The Move have just been
filmed at the Marquee Club by
the World Health Organisa-
tion for a picture they are
making on the youth of
Britain compared with other
countries.

And Sardinia

STILL “having a great time”
on the Continent are Andy’s
Clappers. And it seems
unlikely that we will be seeing
much of them in the coming
months because they are con-
templating spending a long
season in Sardinia.

Family act

HOW many beat groups have
an act that appeals to all mem-
bers of the family? One of the
few are the Rockin’ Berries,
currently wowing audiences at
the North Pier, Blackpool.

“Our season with Des
O’Connor and Kenneth
McKellar is giving us another
chance to get across to family
audiences,” comments lead
guitarist Chuck Botfield.

With a summer season at
Great Yarmouth last year,
pantomime at Wolverhamp-
ton last Christmas and an
appearance in “Sunday Night
at the London Palladium” on
TV, the Berries have already
had plenty of experience play-
ing to family audiences.

“To be honest, we would
rather be billed simply as the
Berries,” admits Chuck, “but

promoters won’t book us
unless we can be billed as
the Rockin’ Berries. They say
they would lose business be-
cause people might think it was
another group.”

And that’s why the label of
their latest disc, “Midnight
Mary,” states it is by the
Rockin’ Berries —even though
the boys have previously
announced their intention to be
known as the Berries in future!

Girls wanted!

ONE of the busiest of Birm-
ingham’s dee-jays mustsurely
be Erskin Thomas, otherwise
known as Ersking the “T”,
who came to England from
Barbados ten years ago.

After spinning the discs at
various venues throughout the
Midlands, Erskin is nowlook-
ing for three young mod girls
to form a dancing troupe to
add extra excitement and
action to his show.

The debut for the new pro-
duction will be at the new “Big
Deal Discotek,” opening at the
Breedon Cross Hotel, Cotte-
ridge, on Sunday, September
25, when a capacity crowd
is expected for his action-
packed show.

Book early

GRAHAM Bond is the attrac-
tion at Birmingham’s Pent-
house Club on September 3.
There is also certain to be a
big crowd a week later for the
appearance of the Cream.

Star visitors to the Flbow
Room include Alan Haven and
Tony Crombie (September 5),
Ray Ellington Quartet (Octo-
ber 2—8), Herbie Goins and
the Night Timers (October 26)
and Jackie Edwards (Novem-
ber 14).

British group when

"~ Jp 4= R —
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The Andicaps made
quite sure that there
would be no doubt
that they were a

The Rockin’ Berries
them be just the Berries!

painted as a

U. K. Bonds — they sent their record to George Brown.

b

/ \

— promoters won’t let

they set offforengage-
ments in Germany.
They had one side of
their van coméaletely

nion

Jack!

0how]
IRC

STIRCHLEY

KINGS NORTON 4444
OPEN WEEKDAYS from 10a.m.
SATS and SUNS from 9a.m.

CAR PARK: GRILLETTE-LICENSED CLUB

You can book your lane inadvance

Price of Games:

6.30 p.m. to 11.30 p.m.
and all day Sunday 3/6d
per game.

Other times: Adult
2/6d per game; Ckildren
1/6d per game.
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They’re on top

‘down under’

...and now these

Aussies are hitting

Midlands high spots

MAKING a big impression on the
cabaret scene in the Midlands are the
Australian Variety Trio, a musical
combination with a high reputation
“down under.”

They arrived in England as a quintet called
the Australian Concordes in May — but
two members are currently touring the Con-
tinent.

“We decided to change our name to the
Australian Variety Trio while we’re in the
Midlands to avoid confusion with the group
called the Con-Chords,” explained Peter Kay
(saxes, clarinet and vocals).

The Trio is made up of Peter plus Hedy
Benaud f)girl singer comedienne) and
Johnny Dennis (organist pianist). On the
Continent are Ricky Ward {drums-vibes)
and Mary-Lea (girl singer).

The Australian Because the organ they use in their act in

! 4 b Australia was too heavy to bring to England
Variety Trio with them, the group have acquired a new
portable organ since they arrived here.
with their “It’s a Farfisa Compact Duo,” explained Peter
1 : Kay. “We bought it from Crane’s in Bir-
new Farfisa mingham. We were very impressed with the
range of organs on display there.
from Crane’s “Manager Ian Laird was very helpful and

we’ve found the Farfisa very satisfactory.”

Shop with the Top Groups
at CRANES!!!

Georgie Fame — The Bachelors — John Lennon
Cliff Richard, etc., etc. to name only a few
PART EXCHANGE — EASY TERMS — HOME DEMONSTRATIONS

RECORDS SHEET MUSIC PIANO & ORGAN
Top 50 Always From Bach to HIRES
in Stock The Beatles A Speciality
' OVER 50
ORGANS
- TO CHOOSE
FROM

By Hammond, Lowrey,
Philips, Farfisa, etc. etc.

e B

OVER 75

FOUND THE SOUND! || 4o ZiaNos

Uprights, Grands,

Join the growing number of groups that are The famous Farfisa Compact range: C Duo, :I'.'fmf"es : “mh T?j.em
putting a keener edge to their attack, creating Compact de luxe, Compact, Compact Minor. nishes by all s 2 Haa
a new dimension of sound with a Farfisa ettt b L L T 1 manufacturers.

electronic organ. These wonders of this
electronic age offer three great plusses to
ambitious groups: Versatility. Lots of voices
and tones from one instrument. Portability.

The “Australian Variety Trio” with their
Farfisa Compact-Duo purchased recently
from us.

To: Rank Audio Visual,
Woodger Road, Shepherds Bush, l
London, W.12. |

Please send me further information about the
Farfisa Compact electronic organ range for
professional groups, also the name of my

Light but sturdy—you can easily go places ORGAN TUITION CLASSES AT PRESENT IN PROGRESS

with Farfisa. Price: The most reasonably

: nearest dealer.
priced organ you can buy. g

]
1

I
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I

|

I

I

i

E Birmingham Hammond Organ Society — Meetings Every Month
I
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re———— | CRANE & SONSLTD
L e e : - 34 36 COLMORE CIRCUS, PRIORY RINGWAY,

wzg;z:trego?dgﬁs;hn:rdosr%ag:?tljg:‘dﬁi?\:vﬁ;é < B]RM]NGHAN], 4. Tel.: CEN. 3734

FARFISA ELECTRONIC ORGANS |

v/




W ARWICKSHIRE

Paul Connew,

32 Pinnock Pace,
Pile Hill,
Coventry.

COVENTRY’S Matadors really
exploded and hit the roof in the
nicest sense ... when they appeared
at London tog esgot, Tilgs. The
group were mobbed by enthusiastic
admirers and have been invited to
make a very quick return to the
great shrine of in-people.

eedless to say, tﬁe influential
George Cooper 8r anisation are
very impressed and, at the time
of writing, the future looks rosy
for the boys. They plan their next
recording session with pop avant-
gardist Andrew Loog Oldham
early in October.
LOCARNO _ballroom manager at
Coventry, Dennis Sullivan, con-
tinues to “scoop” away merrily. He
now has those transatlantic pop
record - smashers, the Troggs,
booked. And calmly, Dennis fells
me that the price he is paying is
below their current valuation ... he
took an option onthem months ago
when “Wild Thing” had only just
been released.

Not that the Locarno have a
patent on scooping. The Leofric
Jazz Club (run by Northern
agency, McKiernan’s) also have
some great dates lined up for their
Coventry regulars).

ne jazz attraction they have
on October 1 is Sonny Stitt, the
talented enigma of erican
modern jazz. And the man who is
stylistically so reminiscent of the
legendary, Charlie Parker, "The
Bird” himself.

For this major date, the club
are running a special Saturday
show instead of their normal
Sunday one. And tickets for the
Stitt appearance will be made
available to club regularsfirst. For
the younger, soul music fans, the
Leofric have American stars Lee
Dorsey and Ben E. King.

COVENTRY has found a new 1dol
... but he hails from London! Scott
Hamilton is the name and he is an
up and coming Parlophone recard-
ing star with two discs, “Worr
Is a Rocking Chair” and “Good-
day Sunshine” to his credit.

He’s made personal appear-
ances at the Locarno ballroom and’
been a beauty contest judge (along
with me) at the same venue.
Judging from the girlie screams
that greeted his guest appearance,
Scott has a big future.

STALWART Pretty Flamingoes
have turned into a journalist’s
dream this month with good angles
shooting out of them faster than
musical crotchets and quavers. And
that’s the trouble, not all of the
news is good.

One black night, thieves stole
their van with much of their equip-
ment inside and although the van
was found, a lot of equipment,
including drums and organ —
value just under £2,000 — was
taken. Several lucrative dates had
to be cancelled and an important
record chance was threatened. Only
about half of the missing gear was
insured.

Altogether, it was not a very
happy return from holiday for the
group’s manager, Arthur Payne,
who had been on the Continent
combining business with pleasure.

The etty Flamingoes have
also been responsible for the return
of one of the Midlands early rock
spirits, Shel Naylor. After some
time in the wilderness, heisplaying
organ and piano with the group as
well as the occasional vocal.

Rather different, though, from
the lean young man who became

something of a Coventry legend

with his ~ uninhibited Jerry Lee

Lewis efforts in_the days when

Elvis was still a new phenomenon

and the Beatles hadpnever been

heard of.

SENIOR Friar’'s Promotions
artner, Jack Hardy, from
edworth, is quite a trumpeter, and

used to have his own excellent little

band. But, until a couple of weeks
ago, teenagers who regarded him

as a promoter more than a

musician, never had a clue.

+ Now. however, Jack is back on

the scene ... sitting-in on trumpet

with the Ray King Soul Pact and
the Jigsaw.

RUGBY guitarist Geoff Parson,
formerly with the now defunct Beat
Preachers is now with Coventry-
Rugby outfit, the Ravens. A new
nest for Geoff, and I hope this will
satisfy his fans, who have been
plaguing me with requests for news.

THE thirty-odd miles between
Coventry and Leicester is becoming
almost next-door — in the pop
sense.

Friar’s Promotions and Leics
P & S Promotions are linking up
in many wag's in a pop interplay
of mutual benefit, they hope, to
both scenes.

Two groups who should benefit
are Leicester’s Mozeltoff and
Legay. The latter are said to be
more like the Move than the Move.

What a month for London-
based Coventrians, the Sensations.
Liberty, under the auspices of
Sonny and Cher, have flipped over
both sides of their disc planned for
American release. The “B”sidehas
been switched into a follow-uF “A”
side and two new flips had to b
rushed out.

Manager Ken Waites was
ha8pily shocked when'the original
800-dollar advance from America
was immediately trebled. Early
sales are encouraging.

Young Ken — now with
Southern Music — is being
encouraged to branch out as a
record producer on his own within
the convbpany and is looking for
good Warwickshire solo singers,
male or female.

“We are in a different position
from most,” he says. "Wi é)eople
like John Lewis and Ken Carter,
of Ivy League fame, also in the
company and its subsidiary, Iver
Recording, we have plenty of good

songrs.
“This is usually a record pro-
ducer’s biggest headache. What I
want, however, are some good
singers, the songs are already
available.”

A golden chance for some song-
birds and boys?

EAST ANGLIA

R. G. TUDOR,
92, Christchurch Road,
Norwich

AFTER winning their way to the
finals of the “"Melody Maker”
National Beat Contest 1966, the
Versions, Norfolk’s only represen-
tative group at the contest, failed
to maEe the top placings at the
London Palladium - held contest.
Nevertheless, they put up a great
show in the face of overwhelming
opposition.

The four-man line up of the
Versions was not enough to
compete with some of the groups
taking part, who featured up to
seven, eight or nine piece mini-
orchestras.

However, the contest has done
a lot to boost the group’sbookings
and there is also the possibility of
their making a record soon.

The group members, Malcolm
Hooper, Roger Puymer, Brian
Crook and Chris Bell, are certainly

the envy ot many local bands, for
it’s not everybody who can say
they’ve played at the London
Palladium.

NEWS are in the news again.
Although their first release, “The
Entertainer”, was a disappoint-
ment and failed to make thecharts,
they have a new release, a Chris
Andrews number, "This is the
Moment,” which is. now getting
airplay.

The number was rush-recorded
by the group in July and was
featured in the B.B.C. programme
“Adam Adamant,” on ugust25th.
The News have create uite a
stir in the area of late with their
Rock n’ Roll revival meetings.

A NORWICH group who have a
total of nine members, Cheaters
have flown to the Costa Brava to
take up aresidency atthe El Cortijo
night club in the tourist town of
Blanes.

They got the job after the club

manager, a close friend of the
roups’ organ player, Keith
urberry, heard some of the
group's tapes.

He decided to give them the

contract at the club and for the next
three months, the Cheaters formed
in their present line-up only six
months ago, will be entertaining
nihghu:lub crowds.
PETE Miller, ex-Jaywalker and
now leader of the newly formed
Fuzz, has penned the latest release
by Boz, former King’s Lynnsinger,
now based in London.

The release, “The Baby Song,”
has had good reviews in this
country and abroad and Pete hopes
for a 'hit with this one. His own
group, the Fuzz, made a trium-
phant debut at the Orford Cellar
at the beginning of August and
since then promoter oward
Platt has booked them regularly
t_hrot{fhout the winter season.
SATURDAY, September 3rd, sees
the re-opening of the Saturday night
dances at Norwich’s Gala Ball-
room after a break for August.
Billy J. Kramer and the Dakotas
are appearing at the first night
session. Spencer Davis appears at
the Dereham Tavern (ﬁub this
month on a Saturday nightsession
— September 17th.

WALES

MARK GALE,
7 Hanover Street,
Canton, Cardiff

ANNOUNCING anew hip pastime
— well, new to Wales, anyway. Beat
ﬁ]roups are beginning fo decorate

eir vans with way out verse and
legends.

One anonymous ex-P.0. van
which stands habitually in Romilly
Road, Canton, Cardiff, invites com-
Slositions for this wayside "Break-

ru.”

Another van, rather less anony-
mous. — it is owned with every
pretence o{'}\;}ride by Brother John
and the itnesses, of Barry —
makes this suggestion, “Don’twaste
water, bath with Brother John.”

I’'m all for beat groups broaden-
ine their artistic canvas. and where
‘better _than__on the sides of their
vans? But I must confess a little
concern over the directions their
deviations are taking.

nKhow. it's something new,

something different, and maybe
that’s a virtue in itself. Isithappen-
mﬁ elsewhere, I wonder?
CARDIFF, never exactly a swing-
ing city, where beat groups grew
and thrived or otherwise in church
halls, suddenly has two rave
centres — neither in the city centre.

. Their gaining popularify hasan
air of infection aboutit. Fly-posters
appear . like brightly - coloured
pimples on empty %rey walls, onthe
white-washed windows of aban-
doned shops.

They advertis®the pleasures of
the Scene Club discotheque in

educating!

Leckwith Road, Canton, and the
Blue Dolphin Club, in Richmond
Road, Cathays.

The Scene has beenleased from
Cardiff club owner Annis Abraham
who used to operate the Sphinx
Club on the site until localised
complaints of slamming car-doors
and stop-tap language brought a
stay in the renewal of his music
and dancing licence.

Recent visitors have been the
Eyes of Blue (of whom we shall
hear more directly), the Falling
Leaves and the Image.

The Blue Dolphin operates at -

the Kennard Rooms, pioneer of
purely teenage dances, which still
retains an “Old-Tyme Night” link
with respectability, if that’s what
it is called.

Rufus Thomas was there while
I was on holiday and received
sterling support from the resident
Dave Edmunds Trio. Dave has a
Peter Pan presence. He used to pla;
bass guitar when his brother
and I and a couple of others now
departed from the scene made up
the Stompers.

And that was ej ht]{ears ago.
EIGHT YEARS AGO! But Idigress
... Rest of the bill of fare at the
Blue Dolphin is made up by the
disc jock, Doc Rock.

SWANSEA’S Eyes of Blue (see
this page) had a busy time in
London, auite apart from winning
the Melody Maker Beat Contest
with the P.A. system, £250 organ
and Carnaby Street wardrobe that
went with it.

Four days before the contest,
they were doing around of London
clubs; the night after the contest
they did a spot at the Cromwellian
and were congratulated by Georgie
Fame.

Then they returned West for
celebration shows at Swansea,
Skewen and Llanelli. Presently,
they are searching for suitable
material for their first Deccarecord
release — another adjunct to said
contest.

The Swansea success took the
cream off it a little for Pontypool’s
Sabres, who took third place. But
local fans are planning to make it
up to the Gwent group. And the;
still have a recording test wi
Decca’s Dick Rowe to come.
PROMINENCE of the Princi{)ality
in the contest already has the talent-
seekers heading for thehills. E.M. L.
artists and recordi manager
Peter Eden has asked me to help
him find some recordable sounds,
and I would welcome some word
from groups who'want an audition.

Incidentally, it might make
things a lot simpler all round if
groups could provide tapes. Ifthey
can’t, it doesn’t matter.

Disastrous introduction for bass
guitarist Mike Richards to Ponty-
pridd’s Stereos. The group were on
their way back from Mike’s debut
concert at Tredegar when their car
skidded on the wet road and
crashed into a wall.

Mike suffered a broken leg
vocalist Ken Rees was concusse
and lead guitarist Dave Parfitt was
treated for severe bruising. Scene of
the accident? Fiddler’s Elbow ...
Where else?

Swansea’s Smokeless Zone have
cut short their tour of German
U.S.A.F. bases and are returning
home, with rumours rife. Most
probably story is that their trans-
port was stolen. ’

OFF the track alittle, a very close
friend of mine, science-fiction writer
Peter Tate, has what he describes
as an "anti-beat” short story in the
current "Impulse” magazine, pub-
lished by Compact Books.

This is quite an about-turn for
him, because I happen to know he
does a great deal of beat jour-
nalism.

“All the better for authenticity,”
says Peter. I suspect that when he
wrote “The First Last Martyr,” he
had a large lump in his rightcheek
... his tongue.

...says Giorgio

All set to promote their first
disc for Polydor after
a month in Germany are
Giorgio and Marco’s Men,
the popular group from
Wolverhampton.

Says Giorgio: “We went down
quite well at the Star Club.
But it needs a lot more big
groups over there with or-
gan and saxes, playing our
kind of music to educate
them!

"They are still living in the
pas’. All the top groups are
Jjust a three-guitar line-up.

“We played three-and-a-quar-
ter hours a nightin the week
and four hours on Satur-
day’s and Sundays. Ithink
we are much better for it.”

A big music festival was held
in Hamburg while the
group were there and the
boys appeared on a boat
on the River Elbe with five
other groups from all over
Europe.

And the following night at
the Star Club found Giorgio
and Marco’s Men being
filmed for showing on tele-
vision.

Full details from—

KAY WESTWORTH'S

Melody House, 17 Cannon St.,
Birmingham, 2.
Tel: Midland 9043

The
BAND BOX

(Welverhampton), Ltd.

All Leading Makes
GUITARS & AMPLIFIERS
SAXES, CLARINETS
TRUMPETS, TROMBONES
DRUMS & ACCESSORIES

28, SNOW HILL,
WOLVERHAMPTON

21420 — Telephone — 2142(

L.N.P. REPLACEMENT SERVICE
38 BISHOPTON ROAD, WARLEY, STAFFS.
Want to join a group? Do
you require a replacement
in your group? Write to us.

Fee 10/- (Payable on completion of service).

SPR 5430

Groups that Win Contests Use

JOHN LINES
ACRO-PHOTOGRAPHY

(SPECIALISTS IN GROUP PUBLICITY)
or ACO 4020
242a Spring Road, Birmingham 11

CARDS —
QUICK

HIGH STREET
Blackwell Street

. T EASYBEAT - LTEH.

f
ALL GROUP ADVERTISING

& PUBLICITY MATERIAL

POSTERS
QUOTATIONS GIVEN

and RELIABLE SERVICE
Telephone :

ALLWAYS ELECTRIC LTD.

LOWER GROUND FLOOR
RUSSELL & DORRELL LTD.,

Branch: RONALD WILSON & CO. LTD.,
:: Kidderminster

. « Group Business a Pleasure . .
PREMIER — SELMER — VOX
MARSHALL PA — HOFNER — GIBSON, Etc.
Telephone: Worcester 28571/2

— PHOTOGRAPHS

SHE 3472

WORCESTER

“ Demo Discs
E.Ps
Tape Masters

DOMINO SOUND STUDIO

(A. McLachlan) A.P.R.S.

Mecca SILVER BLADES ICE RINK

Pershore Street — Birmingham 5
MID 6969 -
12th SEPTEMBER — 7.30 to 11

GEORGIE FAME

and

THE BLUE FLAMES

Advance Tickets 5/6 — Door 6/-

SKATING DAILY — including SUNDAY
10 am. 2.15 p.m.

The Heart Beat — Dancing Nightly

16, High Street,
ALBRIGHTON,
Nr. Wolverhampton
’Phone:
ALBRIGHTON 2384

7.30 p.m.
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32 Bristol Street, Studio-MID 3792
Birmingham, 5. Home JAMes Bridge 2413

LADBROOKE SOUND

RECORDING STUDIO
Full professional facilities at only 4 guineas per hour

RANDLE'S REPLACEMENT AGENCY

1233 WARWICK ROAD, ACOCKS GREEN,
BIRMINGHAM 27, ACO 2761

GROUP MUSICIANS ;
Are you looking for a grouo to join? Phone or write to
ubove address and we will do the rest.

GROUP MANAGEMENT

{f you require a replacement for your group. we can supply
you. Phone or write your requirements to above address.
Also stand-ins supplied for holidays or illness at short
notice.

12th FLOOR
HAGLEY HOUSE
HAGLEY ROAD
BIRM'HAM 16
Tel.(021) 454 645

The Agency’s Latest Singing
Sensation . . . LEE HOLT

Blaises The Monopoly

The Nightriders | Gloraio 5
The Banners Aance s

The Ebonites The Andicaps

Michelle The U.K. Bonds

Versatile Birmingham’s

SUE DENNING | Top Dee-Jay
Shirley Kent Mike de Minter

The Road Hoggs | Jakkii ? ?

THE WAIKIKI TOP LINE GROUPS and

CABARET ARTISTES
ISLANDERS| s1,waYS AVAILABLE

TOP BANDS, GROUPS, ARTISTES, FASHION
MODELS

SOLIHULL ENTERTAINMENT
AGENCY

Offering the Most Comprehensive Service in the
Midlands
Solely Representing — Batman & His Wonde'r Boys,
Jenny Hunter & The Pack — The Statesiders
For full details of all our services, etc.,
write or phone
63 FOUNTAIN RD., EDGBASTON, B'MGHAM 17
Telephone 429/2315 — 2154

JOIN THE P - SET
at THE PENTHCUSE

BIRMINGHAM’S ONLY 6 DAY RAVE CLUB
ALL NIGHTERS EVERY SATURDAY
* BIG SOUND DISCOTHEQUE *
TOP ENGLISH & AMERICAN ARTISTES

TWO BARS LICENSED TILL 2 a.m.
Membership Only 5/-

THE PENTHOUSE
1—7 Constitution Hill,
Birmingham 19

(Above Surfside Stop Coffee Bar — CEN 1686)

e i e b
BARR ENTERPRISES &

ROGER ALLEN AGENCY &
ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES LID.

SOLELY REPRESENTING . . .

SHOWMEN FINDERS KEEPERS
D’FENDERS MONTANAS
MODERNAIRES e

STAFFORDS FORNIANS
SHERIDAN'S LOT GENTRY
SHOOTING STARS DERRIE RYAN
LADIES GENTLEMEN FORMATION

THE STRINGBEATS ROY GRANT &
HARI KARI THE KINGPINS
Tele.: GRE 6238 Tele.: WO 25301

Accountancy & Administration — SHE 3472

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE

HARRY SHARPE,
4 Craster Street,
Sutton-in- Ashfield

JAYBIRDS have been having a
busy time lately, but they have
been loving every minute of it. In
addition to backing the Ivy League
nearly every night, the *Birds have
been ?::atured on their new L.P. and
also on B.B.C.’s “Saturday Club.”

Much of the group’s work has

recently been centred on the "club
circuit” of the north and north east
of England, playing (with great
success) some of the largest clubs
in the country. Future plans with
the Ivy League include visits
overseas.
ONE of clubland’s biggest names
— Wee Willie Harris — remember
him from early rock ’n roll days?
— has invited the Beeston group
the Carpetbaggers to become his
permanent backing group.

Willie is a tremendous pull in
cabaret and his act has taken him
all over the world, but the boys
from Beeston have declined the
offer.

The Carpetbaggers have done
this because the)ll are determined
to reach national prominence, not
as a backins group, but in their
own right and on their own merits.

Recently in London, the boys
recorded a demo disc featuring
“1 wanna meet her,” on the A side,
coupled with a self-composition,
“I'm so lonely.” Ballroom dates
this month feature the group with
Dave Dee, Dozy, Beaky, Mick and
Tich, the Action and the Who.

M R (SR

THE future of Vicky and the
Kordettes goes into the melting pot
this'month. Drummer Tony Borg
returns to his native Malta and the
whole group have been mulling
over the situation.

It is not only the problem of
finding a new drummer but also a
rhythm guitarist, Roger Severn is
reported to have lost interestand to
be leaving. s

There is a certain feeling in the

roup that they have goneasfar as
5\ey can in their present format —
they haveoacipeated on "Opportu-
nity Knocks” and ha an
unsuccessful recording test — and
that a change is needed. At thetime
of writing no-one seems to know
what wilF emerge — a nucleus of
the group still calling themselves
Vicky and the Kordettes, or two
new groups.

NE feature vocalist for the
Pinxton Pack is Johnny Angel,
who has moved from the Lost
Taces. . Only together since May,
the five-piece Intruderscame second
in the Beat Nite group contest and
are considering turniPl;% ro. in the
New Year ... The ars Show
Group new title for the Old Beat
Pedlars.

STAFFORDSHIRE

ROGER BENNETT,
23, Lichfield Road,
Walsall

A STORMY outburst comes this
month from Maurice Jones of Wol-
verhampton’s Astra Agency. He
hits out at certain Mid.2nd outfits
who are charging “fantastic fees”
for their services.

“In some cases it is gettin quite
out of hand and they are in anger
of pricing themselves out of work
altogether. It is really gettin,
ridiculous when I can boo
nationally-known artists for £20
cheaper ~ than local groups,”
Maurice told me.

And he should know what he’s
talking about. In the next couple
of months he has booked into the
area both '!‘0131 Jackson and the
Vibrations and the Mojos. The
latter appear for the week com-
mencing October 8 and the former
start a week on November 13.

At the time of going to press
Wolves’ manager Geoff f acobs was
hoping to get his boys up from
Weymouth ~ —  where they are

enjoying a highly successful
summer season — for some record-
ing work.

This Wolverhampton ouffit
recently recorded some half dozen
numbers with Pye, who have them
under a leasing contract. Geoff
took a couple of them to E.M.L,
however, and they too were inter-
ested.

“They are becoming a lot more
particular what they release nowa-
days, however,” says Geoff. "At
one time anything that sounded
vaguely commercial was puton the
markef. The pattern is changing.”

Geoff also told me that when 51(:
Wolves finish their summer season
this month they will be taking a
well deserved rest.

R
BILLY Bonham, a member of
Walsall’s Prim n’ Prorer. is quite
a_talented boy. This 15-years-old
plays the iano _clarinet, and
tenor and alto, besides the organ.
He’s feeling quite pleased with him-
self latelr, having just taken
a

delivery ol a brand new Hammond
organ.
Talking of talented people,

someone else who comes in this
category is "N’ Betweens’ bass
guitarist Jim Lea. He gave up
a scholarship in arts and music to
join the group.

Jim can play piano, organ,
violin, viola and double bass and
was a member of thé National
Youth Orchestra. Quite a change,
I should imagine, from orchestra
classics to beat music, but
obviously one Jim has accom-
plished.

The N’ Betweens themselves
are still riding high. A few days
ago they were cock a’hoop atplay-
ing at London’s Tiles Club in
Oxford Street — the real swinging
place of the moment.

ABOVE: This End are being hailed as “Nottingham’s big-

gest attraction,” according te a press release. The group
is endeavouring to create “a new type of music,” earning
them the description “four experimenters in sound.”

BELOW: Popular Staffordshire group Samantha’s Moods.

During last month this busy
Wolverhampton $roup had just

three nights off. This month ey
are Foing really wild and resting
for five! This ‘is in gre aration
for tough times ahead, f‘l)owever.
In October and November they
have just one clear evening.

The "N’ Betweens’ fans are as
fervent as ever. The latest story
tells of two girls who went to see
the boys perform in Birmingham
but then lost their sleep through
having to walk n’hitcﬂ back to
Wolverhampton in the early hours
of the morning.

There is also the tale of another
two who camped outside drummer
Don  Powell’'s Bilston home —
luckily while his parents were on
holiday! Don woke up one morn-
ing to find them sitting on the
doorstep.

BLUES Ensemble, whose act I
caught at Wolverhampton last
month, have now dropped the
blues tag and stick to the plain
Ensemble. The group first started
out with John Edwards on tenor
sax, Joe Ellis lead guitarist, bassist
}[}lill“Clarke and drummer Roger
all.

It was then decided they wanted
to add to this and produce a top
outfit playing soul and blues.

Trumpeter Johnny Burnett,
whose prowess I mentioned in the
last issue, then joined them, along
with organist Barry Lunn. Last to
arrive was ex-N’Betweens vocalist
John Howells, then the boys got
down to some really driving prac-
tice sessions.

They have now been on the
scene for nearly two months and
big things are forecast for them.

It is some months now since
the Radio Luxembourg and Cyril
Stapleton  Search or Talent
audition was held at Wolverhamp-
ton’s Connaught Hotel. At the time
almost 200 groups and solo singers
were auditioned.

During the auditioning Stuart
Collins, who works with ftapleton
in conjunction with Luxembourg,
was talking with Mrs. King, who

works behind the bar at the hotel.
She mentioned that her son played
~drums with a local group and he
suggested she invited them along.
n to the scene marched the
Ides of March and they impressed
both Stuart and Cyril. The result
was the group were invited to
Luxembourg’s London studios,
where they cut an original, “You
Wouldn’t ~ Listen:,” which was re-
cently released on the London-
American label.

Manager Bob Bradford tells me
it is selling okay and his boys
are due back in London shortly
to cut four more tracks.” Two of
wem have been written by Bobby
Corral and one bﬁl the group’s
lead vocalist John Bradford.

Completing the line-up are Mike
Reeves, lead guitar; Eric Timmins,
bass; and Paul King, drums, and
they are all keeping their fingers
crossed that the big break has come
at last.

S R

HAVING some bad luck on the
M6 motorway are the Soul Seekers.
Coming back from a Cheshire date
recently they had a tyre go but
managed to reach the hard shoul-
der safely. This is the sixth time
theby have struck bad luck on the
M6, and they hope, the last.

At present in,Germany, Giorgio
and Marco’s Men hope to see their
first Polydor disc released on their
return ... Radio City’s First Rave
at  Wolverhampton’s Civic and
Wulfrun Halls was just that.

On the bill were Tony Barrow
and the Sounds of Three (who
have just split). the Downliner Sect
M. L 5, Blues Ensemble, Gerry
Byrnes and the Invaders and the
;iN;j Betweens. About a 1,000 atten-

ed.
WALSALL’S Bossmen, still busy
fong writing and rehearsing, have
a new lead guitaristin John %ealtie,
ex-Ides of March. He replaces Ber-
nie Howells.

'N’ Betweens have four songs
on an E.P. in France on the Bar-
clay label. It was cut quite a while
back ... Finders Keepers’ C.B.S.
record, " Listen,” released last week.

LEICESTERSHIRE

ARTHUR KIRBY,
24 Tolcarne Road,
Leicester

MAGNIFICENT Five areback on

the scene with a new instrumental

lgne-up which now includes a jangle-
0X.

Wigston composer Raymond
Kirby has 16 sonEs onmanuscript
and is awaiting the release of one
of his songs on a disc by the Saints.
This is for the Pye label.

Les and Jean Davis, husband
and wife team, won lots of applause
with their drums and guitar act at
Knighton and Scraptoft clubs. The
Flipsides have a rival for the title
of Leicester’s youngest group. New
contenders are the Saketa Four.
PAUL Newman of the X’Caliburs
is now out of hospital, where his
recent operation was a complete
success.

Laverne West and the Rangers
Showband turned down a very
lucrative offer from a London

agent to fulfil a local engagement -

at a very much lower fee.

Martin and the Munix fast
becomini one of the city’s best
groups. nn, of Ann and the Count-

owns, may soon be working the

area as a solo act. The Dave
Houston Four have found them-
selves an excellent manager in Bob
George of Oakham. The Barry
Brothers are finding Leicester a
swinging place to work in.

RUMOURS that Francis Langford
may quit show business are
Fremature, though it’'s true he has
eft the Vic Rawlings agency.

Mary Courtney and her
Courtiers are still awaiting offers
from Leicester clubs, and my hunch
is that offers are being whispered.

Groups already lined up for the
weekly “Shop indow” include
Alec Winstone and the Flintstones
and the Greycats. :

Groups are getting out of the
Top Twenty rut at last with Soul
Expression trying to lead the way.
Farinas are atlastbeing recognised
by local concert booEers. David
Gibson is doing well as part of the
vocal instrumental act called The
Forresters.

Ken Noble has had a successful
audition for "Opportunity Knocks”
and has invited me to sponsor him
on the show. Dave Houston Four
are also through the audition.

RENEGADES are still resident
dance group for the central St.
Patrick’s Club after four years at
the same club.

Ken Norton, lead guitarist with
the Magnificent Five is now sport-
ing a magnificent beard. Rockets
were recently advertised by two
different clubs as " Leicester’s lead-
ing group”. E.M.L. man Peter Eden
may soon visit Leicester to discuss
with me the possibility of recording
one or two local groups.

Bernie Burgess, husband of

Ruby Murray, seems to have
forgotten his promise to bring Ruby
to Leicester. Clive Denson Trio got
a greatreception at North Evington
recently.
MY remarks about low fees seem
to have angered a few concert
secretaries, who feel they are
already paying out morethanthey
can afford.

I'm not impressed with their
crocodile tears. Groups are still a
big attraction at most clubs and
should be paid accordingly.

Professional Groups
Required Urgently

For month's engagements at

Top German Night Club
Maximum playving time
33 hours per night.
Cash guaranteed
Travelling expenses and

accommodation provided.
Apply :
CARLTON-JOHNS
ENTERTAINMENTS LTD.,
Windermere House.
110 Wake Green Road,
Moseley, Birmingham 13

Tel. : SOUth 4097

TS
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SOUL ‘N’ ROLL
FARINAS

Great Glen 393
Leicester 29449

THE GROUP WHO TRAVEL
ANYTIME/ANYWHERE

THE SHOOTING
STARS

Manager :

R. WHITTLESTONE.
141, TANHOUSE AVENLUE,
BIRMINGHAM, 22a.
GRE 2912 : GRE 4538

THE REEFER
SET

— Manager : —
ROBERT JOINES.

Oxford 78623

RAY KING
SOUL PACT

All enquiries to:
Ray Black EDG. 8278
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CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISING

Photographs.  Musical Ser-
vices, Special Notices, Publica-
fions. Licences, Tape Recorders,
T'uition,. Personal and Public
Notices 1/- per word. All other
headings 9d. per word, Engage-
ments wanted 6d. per word.

Heavy black capitals after
first two words arc charged
at double rate.

Box Numbers £1
insert.

extra per

All Classitiecd  and  Semi-
Display Advertisements must
be prepaid and sent (0 arrive
not later than the 15th of the
month preceding publication 1o
The Advertisement  Manager.

*“ MELODY MAKER™
CONTEST FINALISTS

THE

Contact: Den Caney
RUB 2433

Runners-up, Silver Blades
“ Sounds of ’66 Cortest”

THE ORIGINAL

“IN” SECT

For That Big Band Sound.

DEREK BRUCE AGENCY
64, PORT STREET,
EVESHAM, WORCS.

Tel. : EVESHAM 2819.

THE IN-PACK

Manager:

P. CRADDOCK
Burntwood 8966

THE

Ambassadors
An ORGAN -ised

Group

Contact : J. TURTON.

9. OUNSDALE ROAD.
WOMBOURNE,
WOLVERHAMPTON.
Phone: WOMBOURNE 2108.

THE NAZZ
R&B

THE GROUP FOR
EVERY OCCASION
Contact :

Mr.K. Shaw, 8, Chale Grove,
Kings Heath, Birmingham 14
Tel : 475 - 2654

THE
LEVY
RAMBLERS

Phone
KIN 5233
ERD 6326

Just back from a Successful
Tour of Space

THE SENSATIONAL

OUTER - LIMITS

Featuring DEAN JAMES
Phone: CAS 6773. Mr. D. Lloyd
Management; Mr. T. R. Bown

39, Kitts Green Road
Kitts Green, Birmingham, 33.

THE LYMIES
RHYTHM GROUP

Have the Sound YOU Wam

BILL MALLARD,

384, Rotton Park Road,
EDGBASTON
Birmingham 16

Phone: SME 3323 (Manager)

PERSONAL

Have You Kept Every Copy
of “MIDLAND BEAT?” since

publication in  Oclober.
1963? Back issues can be
obtained from: Dennis

Garner, Circulation Mana-
ger.

Accountant: Already prepar-
ing taxation accounts for
several well-known Beat
Groups and Artistes; can
save you TAX. Confidentia]
and reliable service at very

reasonable charges. — Box
No. 100. Midland Beat.
Teenagers! Penpals. any-

where Send s.a.e. to Teen-
age Penpal Club, Burnley.

Pen Friends. — Teens/Twen-
ties. Home/Abroad. M.F.C.,
9. The Arbour Farnhill
Ke'ghley. Yorkshire.

INSTRUMENTS WANTED

Good Quality Guitars. Ampli-
fiers and All Group Equip-
ment wanted. Will call and
pay cash. Pan. 33/37. War-
dour Street. London. W.1.
GER. 1578. MEA 5449 even-
ings.

MUSICIANS WANTED

Guitarist / Vocalist required.
Top group. — Phone NOR.
5733.

Young Lady Musicians re-

quired to form All- gir]
Group. — Apply: Solihuli
Entertainments, 429, 2315
2154.

WANTED

Groups for “Midiand Beat”
Tenpin Bowling League.
Matches at A.B.C. Bowl,
Stirch.ey, at 12 noon every
f5u7nsday. — Apply: SOUth

WORCESTERSHIRE

B B FINCH,
24 Church Road,
Rainbow Hill,
Worcester

HANBURY - based Exits have
taken on Vic Chivers as vocalist
(not David McCallum!). He hopes
to_go to Germany with the lads in
ear?y September. They are also
hoping for a recording contract,
arranged by the Norton York

Agency. 3 :
News, too, of the vocalistwho is
due on . V. soon, Sandra

" Reynolds. She is due to record her
spot  on “Opportunity Knocks”
before she departs for a six-month
cabaret tour with her new backin;

roup, in Morocco and Nortl
\frica.

Sandra, 21, is blonde, petite,
very attractive — and can sing
most types of tunes. She plays
Sundays with a trio led by her
brother on piano, mid-week with
a piano/drums backing at a venue
near Droitwich, and Saturdays
with the Gen Sett, from Malvern.

The lads played as the Gen
Things and the Sett before and
are pleased to be offered thechance
to back Sandra overseas. Paddy
Bevis (lead) and Roger Hardman
(rhythm) both hope to get married
before they set out for Africa.

Drummer Keith is a former

ro. who was with Tom Jones’
g uires for a period. Bassman Ray
\}/]vien is not able to accompany
them.

DROITWICH - based Additions
changed members and are now
named Lott 49. In Sect now signed
sole management forms with
Evesham’s Derek Bruce Agency.

They got as far as the semi-
finals of the National “M.M.” con-
test, and were runners-up to the
Cligue in the Silver Blades contest
as well. Congratulations.

Cropthorne’s Sun Set lost
vocalist Dave Rose, but added 20
Kr. old saxman John Klee, and

ope to cover a wider field of pops
than before.

Rain spoilt City of Worcester
show, but the Erly Berdz played
with the Chattery, This Kind and
Nu-2-U (previously the Raiders).
GLAD to report that the Malvern
Contests will be restarted on Friday
September 9, and will be held or
Fridays. There are still a few
vacancies in the October heats.

Promoter Doug Webber will be
pleased to hear from new groups
and I look forward to meeting
personally several of the groups
entering. Applications to Mr.
Webber at 44 Bellars Lane,
Barnards Green, Malvern.

MALVERN’S Mood gaining
f)opularn /, as are the End, who
rave added to the line-up — and
then had a series of accidents, which
gut three out for the month. They

ope to recover intimefor Malvern
dates.

The Chattery have replaced bass
man Geoff Bowkett and in comes
Dennis Morgan. He was one of the
original recording Hellions and
has been road manager for the
Berdz.

Redditch  Leaves

Reasons Why. lan Mellings has
left the Bob James Set, who have
added an organist. and is helping
out youngsters “The Congress”
during the summer months.
. Koy "Kipper” Kendal has aiso
joined them as lead guitarist and at
16 is the veteran of the group. Roger
Broad switches to rhythm — and
then there were five.

now the

el natgda

Joe Dunnett, former Suedes
lead, after a spot with the Nomads,
was rushed out to Italy and is
with the Renegadesfor anunknown

eriod.

ORRECTION: Doc Thomas
Sound new City trio. Look out for
them this autumn. Bromsgrove’s
Bent Society added Wicker Priest
ex-Pack, on vocals, John Byng
replacing Pete Burgess on rhythm,
but still takes lead vcceals.

Pete is supRosed to be joining
the Nomads. Another Pack’ﬁllayer
who has left is Brian Seed. The rest
have called it a day.

Brian, or “Skib” asheisknown,
has joined the Moderation, now
down to four members with the
departure of drummer Clive
Thompson, and Paul Nicholls is
now road manager for Jimmy
Powell's new group.

Moderation now consist of
Butch Hal&)enny - 17, lead, John
Collins - 20, bass, Phil Hobbis -
18, vocals, and Skib, who is 17,
on drums.

T R W
HALESOWEN'S Four Ways
organist says  Worcestershire

audiences are more appreciative
than Birmingham crowds.

They line-up: Alan Tweedie,
lead (17); Barry Hopkins, bass
(20); Malcolm Miles, drums (20 -
and Pete Blackburn, who is 1 3
on organ. They were formed some
two years ago, and have played
unchanged since March.

They report an increase in

bookings since their appearance in
the “Group of the Year” contest at
West Bromwich.
QUIET . Few report all well
in Ravolzhausen Germany, after
vocalist Roy Robbins lost his voice
and they had to look around for
new bookings as a result.

They are now entertaining
American airmen — a swinging
scene over there — and may stay
another month yet.

An American D.J. su%‘gested
they visit U.S.A., as they had a

reat new sound (Helped by, those
%’ark amps!). Meanwhile, I should
be pleased to consider bookings for
the lads when they return. They
will remain pro. if‘they get a good
offer, so anyone looking for a five-
piece outfit, playing standards, pop
and R & B, get in touch please.
NEWS at last for Miss Pat Barlow,
up there in Wordsley, of her
favourite outfit, Pagett's Race. She
wrote months ago about them and
road manager Andy Jones passed
on these details ...

Lloyd Simpson and Mick
Woods, bass and vocalist with the
now defunct Deerstalkers, joined
forces with Dave Pagett on lead
“Pell” Smith on rhythm an
drummer Jem Mobberly, all from
the Blackcrow Blues Band, added
Tex Maiden on harmonica, when
Dave bouEht an organ, and they
now call themselves Pagett’s Race.

'I‘heg have been together since
early '66, and sound very exciting
from the line-up. A small point
here — if you write me with news
about any group, do try to let
me have a contact address or
'phone number. Thanks.

NEWS, too, of the Kingsnakes —
they disbanded some time ago.
Rob Plant is now with Listen, of
course, and vocalist Alan King
tells me he has joined the Money
Game ...

Lead guitarist Bill Davies is a
former Shakedown Sound player,
bass and drummer, Pete Down-
hams and Dick Hughes, were with
the Astrals, and the group is
receiving expert tuition from ex-
Shakes man, Kev Gammond, the

roup’s former lead.

EADERS may remember that
vocalist Jess Roden now sings for
the very popular Alan Bown Set.

APOLOGIES to Richard Kaminski
of the Intrigue, mentioned last
month. Due to lack of space, I
had to hold over the story for six
weeks, and when it finally got into
the paper, there had been'a change
around, yet again! This is why I
have appealed to readers, or
managers, in the past to let me
know of changeovers as soon as
they can. Z

¥{ichard‘s new group is called
the Gin Cotton Syndicate, and
com{);ises Richard on lead, Frank
Dudley (ex-Motions), 18, on bass,
drummer Paul Macheath (17)
who was with the Outrage and
Joe B’s, and vocalist Dave Deakin
who had been with Hangmen and
Kingsnakes but had retired for
about six months before joining
the Syndicate.

The sroug has a fan club,
organise Miss  Yvonne
Spooner, 40, Woodland Avenue,
Franche, Kidderminster, who will
be pleased to forward full details
in return for S.A.E.

More news next month of the
newest groups in the county. Drop
me a line if you know anything of
any former group members who
are still playing elsewhere.

DERBYSHIRE
NEIL HALLAM,

Raymonds News
Agency,

4 Victoria Street,
Derby

PATRICK Shippey, the Rialto’s
Mr. Soul deejay, has, he says, found
himself a group and is ready to
launch himself on the unsuspecting
public as a singer.

One problem he has, however.
Money ... or the lack of it. He
explained: “I've got me this group,
man, but we need a few pennies to
start the ball rolling. When we find
a sponsor we’ll practise for a few
months and then make a record
or two.

“I know we can make it to the
top. Coloured singers are “in” and
I reckon an%/one with a few pounds
to spare could do worsethanfinance
us for a little while.” What sum
had he in mind 1asked. “Qoohhh...
say £700 or so.”

Will interested candidates for this
investment please form an orderly
queue.

EERD AR [ESH
IMPS, who recently parted com-

ﬁany with manager John Frawley,
ave become the Iliad, and are

" trying to cultivate a completely new

image and reputation to go with
their new title. S

Organist and Leader Geoff
Cooke explained: “We want people
to know us as the Iliad and not as
a group who used to be the Imps.
The Imps are dead. They never
existed as far as we are concerned.
We have not just changed the name.
The Imps broke up and the four
component parts re-assembled as
the Iliad.”

Geoff was also anxious to give
their point of view on the split with
John Frawley. He said: “It was
inevitable. We disagreed. People
don’t want to hear a pale imitation
of a popular %Nroup. They want
something new. We hope to develo
a brand image of our own now.
YAKS, who were not long ago toy-
ing with bringing in a sax and
organ, have decided to stick to the
three guitars and drums line-up.

Drummer-leader Terry Hall
explained: "We thoutght very hard
about it but decided that our sound
is more suitable for the sort of
bookings we do. None of us is
really keen on playing all over
the countryside and we’d have to

if we changed our style. There aren’t
enough venues to go round for that
sort of group but there are plent

of pubs and clubs who likesstraight-
forward beat stuff, like we play.”

All the boys have good steady
jobs and don’t want to prejudice
their chances of bettering them by
taking time off to appear in the
R & B circuit.

Terry added: “We get a lot of
sneers from so-called R & B groups
who think being commercialis a sin.
We aim to please our audiences
and it's only an avant garde fringe
who want to listen to second rate
imitations of little known blues
artists anyway. Why “commercial”
is such a dirty word I'll never
know.”

THE DATE when Roger and Doug
Smith make the reak from
Godfrey’s Grit “n” Soul Band has
been set at September 12.

Doug goes to College and Roger
is quitting to concentrate on the
promotional side of things, but the

roup are not as was at first
t ouﬁht, breaking up.

Chris Smith, of the Inventix is
taking over from Doug on organ
and John Bennieston will move
from lead to bass guitar. Guy Jones,
a former professional balladeer,
has been with the group for a few
weeks and is takingto blues singing
like a duck to water.

Doug Smith was full of praise
for the coloured singer who fas
taken over his vocal spot. “He
really is great. He Joesn't scream
.ne place down but he gets things
moving just as well as the types
that do.”

Doug added: “A lot of the
coloured singers, and white blues
singers as well for that matter, are
too self-conscious altogether about
producing a coloured sound. They
try to sound like a gravel path and
sound off like klaxons, yet get no
more feeling into a song than Guy.

“He's got a more subfle
approach — something like Otis
Redding. He never tries to sing
beyond himself. All the boys are
knocked out by him. Although we
are still committed to leaving the
group, we are a lot more interested
in things generally since he has
joined us.”

BROTHER Roger Smith is still
trying to find suitable premises for
Derby’s first blues club and disco-
theque. At present he and Jim
Milton run their promotions at the
Wheel Hotel but a permanent club
is their ambition.

Roger and Jim are biting their
finﬁer nails over a rumour that a
well known Northern club owner
has been spending a lot of time
in the town looking for a place.

Certainly whoever finds a venue
for a good-class R and B club
should succeed. Every weekend
there are hundreds of [ocal people
who flock off to Manchester’s
Twisted Wheel, The Place at Stoke,
The Burlesque at Leicester, The
Mojo at Sheffield or the Beach-
camber or Dungeon at Nottingham.

BORDERLAND

AUSTIN POWELL,
Station House,
Bucknell, Salop

LOCAL groups are now invading
the far reaches of the Welsh coast,
mainly as a result of Shrewsbury
foursome The Karakters spending
a few days up there on holiday.

They were booked to appear in

THE HOLIDAY season is all but

Towyn on one occasion and were
asked to return. They could not
oblige and passed the booking to
The Bird and the B’s.

The promoter in the area was
so pleased with the Karakters that
he has planned to book groups
from the Borderland for all his
Winter promotions.

IN THE HOPE of bringing some
sun into the lives of local pro-
moters, the Heatwave launched
themselves recently.

The Hollies in Hereford and
the Zombies in Shrewsbury (sup-
ported by the Saracens and the
Soul Party respectively) competed
for audiences with the final of the
Beat Contest in Ludlow on 19th
August. %

The Karakters visited Hollick
& Taylor’s studios last month and
recorded one of their own songs...
the Uncertain Kind (Hereford)
back from a German tour.

Where are all the Ups’n’ Downs
now? ... Bromsgrove’s the Charge
helping out with last minute
bookings in local venues. During
August, they were able to step into
two venues in Shrewsbury and one
in Welshpool!

TWO bands-cum-groups are very
much in demand now in this area
— the Clubmen from Shrewsbury
and the Earls from Wellington.
Bill Jones, a local promoter, runs
the Clubmen, while Brian Eveley of
Walton’s Music Stores, Welling-
ton, runs the latter. Both are now
talking of dates in January and
February which can’t be bad for
anyone.
AN E.M.I. A & Rmanis interested
in a couple of local groups, buthe’s
also competing with interest from
two of the newer independentlabels.
A local agent is also thinking of
recording local talent in Future
Sounds Studios, in order to sell the
masters to the record company.

OXFORDSHIRE

JOHN STANLEY,
90 Lonsdale Road,
Oxford

over for most of us but not so for
the area’s big money spinners, the
Primitives. They have been abroad
now since the beginning of the
summer, playing at a night club
in Montpellier, three miles from the
South Coast of France.

They have had their living
provided in a converted farmhouse
and taking five-course meals each
day. Oh, yes! and playing two
half-hour spots each evening.

However, six weeks ago they
were moved on to another venuein
France - Chamonix. After a terrific
reception they were destined for one
other spot before arriving at the
famous Piper Club in Rome on the
15th of this month.

It is planned for them to return
to this country at the beginning of
next month for a short rest and
some recording. However, Alain
Boissier, the Montpellier Club
owner, has flown down to where
the boys are playing and is
negotiating for them to return after
the Piper Club spell ashis audiences
have fallen from 500 a night to an
average of only 150!

A NOTE from an Oxford outfit
new to me, tells us “If Frank Foster
and Stephen Winstone had not
been at school together, the
Hypnotics might not have been
formed.”

They started off by playing
together back in 1962 at school
concerts and small youth clubs
around the Oxford area. John
Foster, Frank’s brother, joined the
group three years later and soon
after that it was completed when
Bernard Dudie joined as their bass
guitarist.

"By June ’65,” the note con-
tinued, "the group had become fully
established and were playing at
some of the dances held in and
around Oxford.” The note added
that they hoped to make their first
record by the end of next year.

What the note didn’t tell us was
who W.N. is: Stephen Winstone,
whose initials share the arrowed
heart deeply impressed into the
notepaper, will no doubt have the
answer!

ANOTHER quite fresh group in
this area are the Heat Wave. These
five local lads are Simonondrums,
Ian on lead, Dick on bass, Jeff
on sax and " Lucky”asthe vocalist.

They play a good deal of top
twenty material in their stage shows
but personally prefer the Tamla
Motown material of the Tempta-
tions and the great Otis Redding.
This outfit, which has been running
about four months, has gathered
quite a following and happened
as a result of members from the
Un-Knamed, the Sonics and the
Olympics joining forces. With that
kind of local background and fol-
lowing these five boys should be
able to make themselves quite a
name in the area.

NICE to think that Oxfordshire
has given the national scene such
a talented musician as Roy Young
from Oxford.

Roy, you may remember, used
to be on those raving pop shows a
few years ago as a Jerry Lee Lewis
type of pianist and singer. Since
then, of course, he has been with
the great backing group to CIiff
Bennett, the Rebel Rousers.

Times become tryingfor such an
established outfit when the charts
elude them and we all hope that
their latest waxing, penned by those
Beatles, will send them into the
elusive twenty.

THE “Garden of Eden” Club at
the Bridge Hotel, Wheatley,
recently celebrated its firstbirthday
with a show from the Alan Bown
Set. Having started the club on
August 13 last year, it has dis-
pelled all superstition and become
a huge success.

The membership exceeds 3,000
and although the hall isn’tquite the
Elbow Room, the fans see a good
cross-section of the best to be heard
locally, like the Falling Leaves and
national names.

The organiser, Adrian Hopkins,
seems to have a flair for using
artists who later have their names
in lights.

It would appear that next
month’s column should carry news
of the first serious recording
contract for the area’s most per-
severing outfit.



PAGE 12 MIDLAND BEAT., SEPTEMBER, 1966

Printed by rthe Pubiishers, MIDILAND

and Son Lid.,

T,

W

nderme;

re House, 110, Wake Green Road, Birmingham 13, by Powysland Newspapers Lid..

Shrewshury

Menzies House Triumph Road. Lenton, Nottingham. Telephone: Nottingham 71041 (6 lines)

TP

a

de Agments:

Hor

JONES & CROSSLAND

ace Marshulil

/.v
TR

ham 5. - Telephone: MIDland 4655

irming

|
!

Albany Hotel Buildings, Smallbrook Ringway, B




