BEAT

We apologise to readers
and advertisers  for
the non-appearance of
“Midland Beat” since
April.

All enquiries prove
beyond doubt the need
for the paper as part of
the local entertainment
scene,

This issue is dated

August-September, 1967.
We will resume monthly

AUGUST-SEPTEMBER, 1967

publication from the

it October issue

" Eddie Hardin (front) and
' behind (left to right) Phil

' Sawyer, Spencer Davis
. and Pete York,
i Picture:
Dezo Hoffman Ltd.

1T°S JUST
THE FINISH
OF THE
START!

T’S own-up time for the knockers who

quickly predicted the end for the
Spencer Davis Group when Stevie
Winwood quit in April. “Stevie IS the
Spencer Davis Group”, they said.
“ Without him it is nothing.”

This, of course, was not a theory to which
Spence himself subscribed, although he was
well aware of the problems of replacing the
talented Steve and his brother Muff, who left at
the same time.

After weeks of auditions, Spence and his
drummer, Pete York, teamed up with two non-
Midlanders, 18-year-old organist Eddie Hardin,
from Dulwich, and Phil Sawyer (20), from
Tooting Bec, on lead guitar and vocals, and

| started to rebuild the group.

Although the group has been seen in public

| on a few occasions, the biggest test of their

ability to survive and remain a major force on

the pop scene, was bound to be their make-or-
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¢MIDLAND BEAT’

Exclusive! Carl Wayne writes his own
column

Euan Rose hits out at discotheques
Flower Power: What we think about it
Do agents earn their ten per cent?
PLUS Bo Berry’s gossip, Theatre by Leslie

Dunn and all the latest news of
the local scene
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break first disc.

Spence knew that a good record alone would
not be enough. It had to be something to
silence the critics once and for all—and he’s
done the trick with “ Time Seller .

The record demonstrates Spence’s musical
emancipation as it is like nothing previously
heard from the group.

The lyrics, sung by Phil and Spence, have a
poetic quality about them, while the accom-
paniment, daringly featuring four double

basses and four vmlas, is thunderous and
rather awesome.

The record, in fact, illustrates Spence’s love
of both blues and classical music.

“Since 1 formed the new group, Pve
discovered so many things in music that can
be dome. I’ve wanted to try them for a long
time, but I never could before.

“Now I've gone my own way”, says Spence,
who has just returned from a riotous visit to
Hungary, where the group played to over
60,000 people in four days.

“I wrote the lyrics from my own personal
life. I feel that 24 hours in a day is mot
enough. There should be many more hours.”

So speaks a man who in four months has
formed a nmew group, rehearsed it, put it on
record, has written songs for a film “Around
the Mulberry Bush”, has played in Holland,
Sweden, France and Hungary and now
embarked on a five-week American tour.

Not bad for the leader of a group that was
supposed to be “finished”,

VDOV OPTOPOVOOPPOOOPOTOTTOTTIOV

T OVPTOPTOTPTOTTTTTTTTOTLTITTOOIOOV

GRANES
gummer ©

% Pianos and Organs
% New and Reconditioned Models

\'%a"“g

Vox “Continental?™ .. ...l ceiiiiivinseninn e 120
Lowrey Holiday De Luxe ......... i ares i £450
Hammond “J” Model .......ccoceeeveneene 299 gns.
Modern Piano .........cceceenneees ... £150 (as new)

JUST ARRIVED !
The Latest Electric Piano by Eavestaff
“ Minitronic £19%4
H.P. Terms Part Exchanges Welcome

ORGAN TUITION CLASSES
HOME DEMONSTRATIONS

Half Price:—

RECORDS—Ilarge selection of LP’s and Singles
Sheet Music 6d. copy

OVER 50 ORGANS and 100 PIANOS
to select from by all the leading manufacturers

CRANE & SONS LTD.

34-36 COLMORE CIRCUS, PRIORY RINGWAY
BIRMINGHAM, 4 Tel.: CEN 3734
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