“f still live in hope of getting
back to a late-night show"”

says popular Radio One

pJ JOHNNIE WALKER

Mention ‘‘Johnnie Walker”’
to the average man in the
street, and the likelihood is
he’ll think of the whisky of
that name. Mention ‘‘Johnnie
Walker’’ to the average
woman in the street, and it’s
much more likely that she’ll
think of Radio 1 DJ Johnnie
Walker. For when Johnnie
was running his “Housewife
Of The Day” spot he was
getting over 1,000 lettersa
week from housewives who
would literally pour out their
hearts to him. This meant to
Johnnie, ex-public schoolboy,
former pirate disc jockey and
lorry driver that he had begun
to reach the top - he had in
fact made it.

One thing is certain — it
hasn’t all been easy on the way
up for Mr Walker!

He was born on March 30,
1945 in Birmingham — one of
a family of five children. He
went to Solihull Public School
and left at 16 having failed all
eight ‘O’ levels.

He then began work as a
garage mechanic, first in the
Cheltenham area, later
returning to a garage in the
Solihull arca. Here he was
eventually made car salesman.

But it was about this time
that music was beginning to
take a more important role in
Johnnie’s life . . .

“Really, discos were just
starting up then, and I used to
g0 to one called The
Navigation. I couldn’t believe
it at first — hearing the music
so loud — and it was really
good. Before that you had
only played records at home,
and then you had to think
about your Mum and all that.
That was where I first got
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turned on to soul music —
hearing Otis Redding’s
“Respect”.

“So I started going along to
these discos, first of all as a
customer, then 1 thought it
might be nice to do some DJ
work just for a hobby. So |
went along to the Locarno
Ballroom in Birmingham -
and really just made the
manager’s life a misery by
pestering him. I used to go and
see him every week, and after
about 15 visits he relented and
said ‘alright we’ll start youon a
Friday night’. The sessions
was from 7 pm to 2 am, and |
was paid 28 shillings, I think.

“Then it all began to
snowball. At that time I was a
salesman, and I had a
company car, which I was
using to dash about all over
the place to clubs, and then I
would get in pretty tired to
work the next morning. | knew
that sooner or later I would
have to make a decision, and it
was forced upon me by the ¥
manager of the garage who
said ‘you can’t go on like this,
it’s affecting your work, and
you’re travelling too many
miles in the car.” So I packed
that sales job up.”

That was on a Friday
evening and the following day
The Daily Mirror ran a feature
on Radio England - one of the
many pop ‘pirate’ stations
that were springing up around
the coasts of Britain at that
time. This interested Johnnie
enormously.

“I called The Mirror on
Monday and found out their
address in London, got in
touch with them, made up a
tape at a friend’s place, and
took the tape down to
London on the Wednesday. 1
took it down, instead of
posting it, to make it harder
for them to say no.”

In fact, they obviously liked
what they heard, said ““Yes”,
and Johnnie Walker - radio
DJ was on the way. He spent
almost 18 months aboard the
MYV Laissez Faire, anchored
off the Essex coast — and
remembers the time very well.

“I started off doinfg the
midnight to 6 am spot. Mind
you it was months before we
actually got on the air —and
the living conditions were
terrible on that ship. In
October 1966 I heard a
whisper that they were going
to change the station over to a
Dutch format, and I thought
it’s not going to be Britain
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- Radio (which also shared the

MYV Laissez Faire) — it’s more
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likely to be Radio England. So
bearing in mind that it’s
always harder to get a job
when you haven’t got one than
when you have I dashed round
to Radio Caroline and joined
them. Roger Day, who had
also been on Radio England
with me, was a day behind!”
And so started what was to
become a famous partnemhip
in the history of “off shore™
radio - JW and Ronan
O’Rahilly’s Radio Caroline.
“The great thing about those
days really was that they
happened. I don’t think they
will ever happen again
things don’t repeat themselves
- anfj it’s no good living in the
past. I think a lot of pirate
memories are more glamorous

. because you are looking back

®n them.

“It was great being basically
in sole charge of what you
were doing on the air. For
instance if you wanted to you
could stay up all night in the
production studio doing new
jingles, and getting up ideas.
It was very good from a radio
point of view because that was
really all there was to do on
the ship, apart from sleep, eat
or watch TV. So from the
station point of view all the
DJs put everything they had
into it, which, of course,

doesn’t happen on land
because you have other things
to take up your time.”

By now Johnnie was fast
developing as a radio
personality. His mother
started a “‘Johnnie Walker Fan
Club” and within a few weeks
had over 4,000 members. But
his real success story was the

& Johnnie Walker ““Kiss-In-
The-Car” spot on his late-night
programme. During this show
Johnnie would play a long
record and invite all couples
listening in their cars to kiss
for the duration of the record.
Many thousands of his
special “Kiss-In-The-Car”
licences were issued.

In August 1967 The Marine
Offences Act became law and
most of the pirate stations
closed down. One, however,
remained on the air - Radio
Caroline, and with it -
outlaw Johnnie Walker,
together with DJ colleague
Robbie Dale.

“We were lucky, Robbie
and myself, in that we had our
leave period just prior to
August 14 — and we got an
enormous morale booster
from the people. We did
regular Caroline nights at the
‘Bal Tabarin’ and there were
queues three miles long
outside on the final night.
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OFFICIAL
KISS-IN-THE-CAR
LICENCE

This licence is valid
until January, 1968 and
entitles’ the holder(s) to

kiss-in-the-car providing the

occupants are listening to
the Johnnie Walker Show
on Radio Caroline SButh

NOT
TRANSFERABLE

The Johnnie Walker ‘Kiss in The Car’ Licence

They had Procul Harum,
whose record ‘Whiter Shade
Of Pale’ was at number one —
and they had the whole
ballroom covered in flowers —
it was an incredible night!

“Then we got a great -
send-off from Ipswich and
Felixstowe. When we got to
the ship a lot of the other DJs
who had said that they would
stay decided to leave and we
ended up with myself, Robbie
and a guy from Radio City to
read the news. Sort of two
and a half DJs to run a 24-hour
station - it was a bit daunting
then.” .

After deciding to stgy on
and defy the might of the
British Government did
Johnnie ever experience any
major problems legally ?

“Never had any hassles
from a legal point of view. I
don’t think they ever really
thought they would implement
that part of the act — I think
they just included it along with
everything else to make it all
more fearsome. It was a
terrible law - nobody knew
where they were. The
newspapers, for instance,
weren’t sure whether they
were allowed to write about us
or not — they didn’t for ages
and then they all gradually
started to. TV was the same —
Granada did that
documentary and they spent
about three days bobbing up
and down about a mile away
from the $hip while their
lawyers sorted out whether
they would be able to go on or
not. What Robbie and 1
wanted to do for our first leave
was to throw down the
gauntlet at the authorities —
you know announce ‘we are
coming back to London on
flight XYZ landing at such and
such a time’ — and that would
have been incredible — because
the airport would have been
packed with people and I
don’t think they would have
dared arrest us. However, one
or two of the directors didn’t
really like that idea, although
Ronan was all for it, and so the
idea was scrapped. As I say I
don’t think they would have
done anything, because I
think they knew, and we all
hoped it wouldn’t happen -
but I suppose that it was
inevitable — that we would
eventually be forced off the air,
by lack of advertising revenue,
etc.”

As is by now common
knowledge the Caroline ships
were eventually forced off the
air. For someone who was







