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The first line...

Welcome to the first issue of 1997. |
hope everyone had a great Christmas
and a wasted New Year, we all did at
Siren which is why this edition is a bit
later than planned. What | really should
say first is a big THANK YOU to eve-
ryone who helped support Siren last
year from advertisers, distribution out-
lets, all the new writers, the bands/
record companies/managers/promoters
who contacted me and all the readers. It
wasn't easy starting up again and all the
help and support was very much ap-
preciated.

So now to this year, which already looks
ike being another great one for music
and should see a lot of our local bands
getting the success they deserve. To start
the ball rolling we have a fun filled
edition of Siren with interviews from
Passion Star, Octopus, Arizona Circus,
Rock Bitch and Mundy. There is also a
ook back over last year, some names to
ook out for in '97 and all the lovely stuff
you regular readers are used to with
reviews, demos, poetry, the net and
some more. Well what more can | say
except to say pop on your reading
classes and open the pages...

Tracey

Please note that our address/Tel no is
changing from 16 Feb '97, | will let you
know the new address when | have one!



Avrizona Circus are a band you might not have
come across yet - young and talented with a definite
buzz about their music, | caught up with singer/
guitarist Nicole, bassist Alexii and guitarist Damien at
their rehearsal room.
| ask Alexii to describe the band's sound. He pauses,
before saying "Oh Shit. Its difficult because of the
difference between the British and American styles...
" Damien butts in, "It is, because we've got so many
influences." The band admit to being mainly influ-
enced by bands like the Smashing Pumpkins and
Radiohead. Nicole's preferred way of describing the
band's sound was "unpretentious stuff." Alexii con-
| tinues, "Yeah, thatll do nicely. Unpretentious stuff -
we're sort of exploding in the mid-Atlantic at the
moment." Seeing as this sounds more like one of
Richard Branson's balloon ventures, | press Alexii a bit
further on the subject. "I'd just like to create something
different... I mean, | know its a cliché but... okay,
there's a bit of funk, a bit of indie, some mainstream
rock in there - bits of everything. Just come along and
see." | mention that | did. "Oh yeah” he says.
The band explain their experiences as young new-
comers to the Birmingham gigging circuit... Alexii
"Everyone who's heard us thinks we're brilliant." Ni-
cole "Aw, get out." Alexii "No, it's true. The problem is
just reaching people. The main problem is commu-
nication.” Damien "Getting your name known around
the place... " Nicole "But | think a lot of people are
ready for us." Alexii "Yeah, I've been recognised three
times." Damien "By his parents." The band seem to be
enjoying themselves but at the same time, they do
want people to take their music seriously. Alexii ex-
plains the concern. "It's going to be a bit dodgy for
people to take us seriously because we're so young.
There's an idea people have that songwriters don't get
any good until they're twenty/twenty-five. As far as I'm
concerned, my songs are good now." Damien "But
you do have to be a certain age... | mean its all to do
with your nads." Nicole "Pardon?' Damien "Well, not
you - but if they haven't dropped, you're singing four
octaves higher." Alexii tries to continue on a more
serious note. "We've got this song called 'Today' and
everyone said 'the lyrics are so meaningful and I wrote
it on the back of a postcard in a hurry. But if some-
thing sounds right, if people think they mean some-
thing, then they can put their own interpretation on
it

We then chatted for a while about the meaning, or
lack thereof, in Noel Gallaghers lyrics. Eventually,
Damien comes to a conclusion, "Come to think of it
they're pretty crap.” Alexii "But then, they're about five

times richer than us so we can't really comment." Nicole "Yes we can,
they're crap. If they've got a problem, I'll have 'em." Damien "She's mad
forit." It becomes obvious that Nicole is the toughie in the group. When
| ask if she's always this violent, she tells the rest of the band "Say
anything and I'll smack you in the head." Alexii quickly continues on the
subject of Oasis... "We did 'Supersonic' at the first gig... (Nicole begins to
laugh her head off) ...and she couldn't remember the words. | mean,
everyone knows the words. Except her, and she's supposed to be
singing it!" Nicole "I'm stood up there with my guitar, | can't remember
the words and | just ended up going 'God. Give me a gin and tonic!" The
band assure me that this sort of thing doesn't happen often. So to throw
a spanner in the works, | ask about any other unusual incidents... Alexi
"When we were recording the demo, we got there late and I'd forgotten
the tape, so Mandy (Sugarfix) gave me a lift back to my house and like,
major car crash." Nicole "What?" Alexii "Well, a little car crash outside
my house." Damien "Hmmm, that's going to amuse people." Alexii
"Yeah, but we did split up the night after that." Damien "Then we got
back together again. Who the hell are we anyway? Oasis?"

Arguments, car crashes and split-ups aside, the band have this to say
about themselves... Damien "If you're getting bored of the indie-retro
bandwagon then come along and see Arizona Circus." Alexii "We're the
future of music." Nicole "He's such a big head..." | note how many times
I've heard that sort of comment from bands. Alexii simply replies "Yeah,
but we're the new future of music." Fair enough. Nicole, however, has
the last word "Oh, shut your face."

If they stay together long enough, why not go and see them? I'd
recommend it - just don't piss Nicole off.

Matt Young







