THE NEW INDEPENDENT _

A Monthly cellechion of Birminb
bands,music and gossip brought
fo you with love
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In this episode

Jocasta
Pondlife
Jealous Flies
Galilon Drumnic
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{ Thursday 1st May £3.50

; infe Il 0l! 711166

Friday 2nd May £5.00

| Saturday 3rd May £4.00

+ support o + Jonas + Arnold + Don
Monday 5th May £500 B8 Friday 16th May £400 B Sunday 18th May £3.50

+ AC Acoustics + support : + supp!rt
Monday 19th May « £5.00 b Wednesday 21st May £5.00 Saturday 24th May £2 50 .

ALABAMA 3

+ Environmental Science

JOYLAND

+ Universal

KARMA T0 BURN

Sunday 25th May £500 B

Monday 26th May £600 EE Thursday 29th May £5.00

+ Dils i + special guests | : + Special Guests |
{ Friday 30th May £4.00 Saturday 3 1st May £5.00 W Sunday 1st June FREE!
+ Arab Strap (Back by huge public demand!) Daytona, Spiced Girls, Solar Race

§ Monday 2nd June £5.00

8 friday 6th June £500 @ Saturday 7th June £5.00
+ Manna + support i + support ‘
Monday 9th June £5.00 B8 Wednesday 11th June £5.00 [8 Friday 31st October £4 .00
+ support . + support : Halloween Jpecial!

- VISIT OUR NEW IMPROVED WEB SITE - - - -
http :// www.avnet.co.uk/mdawson/ varsity.html

Tickets from The Varsity, MLM or The Civic. All prices shown are for advance tickets. It is cheaper with an advance ticket, Over 18s only.
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The first line...

Yes | know il's well over a month
since our last issue, but having to
move house straight after issue 5
was out meant that the last fe
weeks have been a mighty bit
hectic. But to my relief | am now
unpacked and ready for action
and if all goes to plan we should
definitely be monthly from now
on. This full to the brim edition
sees interviews with Moneypenny,
Jealous Flies, Jocasta, Pondlife and
Gallon Drunk. As well as two, yes
that's two, com pelitions, reviews,
demos, info on some other
fanzines, recent releases and loads
of other stuff. What more could
anyone want? Don't answer that.

| hope you enjoy issue 6 of Siren
and in case anyone wants to send
in anything my new address and
lelephone number are below:

112 Sandford Road
‘Moseley
Birmingham

B13 9BT

Tel: 0127 449 5594
That's all for now so get reading.
Tracey

Moneypenn
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DRUNKEN
CONVERSATION

Asfter three years in i
limbo
Callon Drunk are back. &&
A lot's changed in the Sl
meantime, Blur and §
Oasis have gone from @
nothing to megastar- §
dom, dance music has &
come out of the clubs &
and into the charts and §

contractual

er, CUD have split up. &

So what have James
Johnson and Co. learnt §

from all this? Thank- E i,

fully bugger all.

Clearly trusting in the 'if §
it ain't broken don't fix §

it  maxim, Gallon
Drunk pick up right
where they left off on
From The Heart of
Town' with James
Johnson on  guitar,
vocals and a bit of or-
gan, Mike Delanian on
bass, joe Byfield on
maracas. They are now
joined by drummer fan
White and long-time
collaborator Terry
Edward's, who now
seems to be a perma-
nent fixture, on sax,
keyboards, guitar and
maracas (though not all
at the same time).

Huddled over a bottle
of red wine before
their sold out gig at the
Flapper and Firkin, the
band explained | their
three year absence af-
ter admitting they
" couldn't  even  re-
member the last time
theyd played Bir-
mingham. We even-
tually agreed that it
was spring ‘93 at the
University on  the
Therapy? / Silverfish
package tour, which

may, or may not, have been James' birthday.
So why the 3 year hangover? lan White ad-
mitted that they'd had record company prob-
lems leading to the band breaking their con-
tract with Clawfist, which caused the gap be-
tween '93's 'Heart of Town' and Traitors Gate',
the band'’s own label EP which finally surfaced
last year. At this point a rather frail looking
James Johnson arrives muttering something |
don't quite catch. What was that James? "l
SAID I'VE GOT A SORE THROAT."

Whoops. But even this can't dampen the
band's spirits. Just back form a "brilliant" series
of dates in Ireland - they're already planning
another trip - lan admitted that it was "a bit
worrying to come back", but the reactions have
been so positive that the band are happy to be
on the road for the rest of the year, touring
France and Germany after the British dates.
Much of this confidence comes from the new
album ‘In The Long Still Night'. Its their first for
City Slang and Mike reckons it's "Our best
album... yet. It's a shame this line up didn't do
'From The Heart of Town'. We were breaking
up when doing that" | wondered if that was
why Mike had come to play drums on some of
that album. Apparently it was no big deal for
the unflappable bassist, who just shrugged and
almost apologetically explained that nobody
else was around in the studio at the time.
Things have evidently changed. The next
single will be To Love Somebody', yep thats
rightthe old Bee Gees number, as I'm sure you
all know. It does appear on the album but the

Inferview

single will be a remix, but not a

remix' in the Goldie sense of the word. James
explains, "Its nice to play around with a song,
with our own stuff we feel there's a definitive
version." So being a cover gave you more room
to experiment, | wondered? James readily
agreed with this before gleefully pointing oul
that the

single would be released on Valentines day .
See they really are a bunch of softies under-
neath it all! (except not as it's release has been
put back -Ed). Sensing that the band are eager
to make up for lost time | wondered how they
felt about the bands who have 'got ahead' of
Gallon Drunk in the last three years. Mike
dismisses this as "not worth worrying about." So
which current bands do the Drunk rate? Si-
lence, Mike and lan look blank before lan
finally suggests The Dirty Three, an Australian
band who toured with Gallon Drunk in
Europe. Mike and James nod in approval.

All the previews seemed to mention either
Nick Cave and / or rocka / psycho / swam-
pa(hbilly. How irritating does this get? lan
reckons "the Nick Cave thing is getting less
common’, while Mike simply states that "he's
good, but we're nothing like him". True, be-
yond the fact that neither of them play happy
happy pop songs. Of the various 'billy' labels
lan admits "we did support the Cramps once,
but it's just a convenient thing for lazy people -
we're justa rock 'n'roll band.” And a damn fine
one at that.

Brain McKinstrie







