*

AVROCAR
KER *

NPE NN

*
SHA

*

CPe

. 2, .r.w..fu.
AT

ATEUR

NT PROVOC

d gossip brou

fo yvou with feve

* AGE

i

* SUGARFIX * LAXTONS SUPERB

A Monthly collecion of Birmin

bands,music an

THEe €W IN




RECORDING STUDIO
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Special Offer!|
with this advert

10 hre £120 / 10 hre £160 !
20hrse £220inc |

Tel (OI21] Y40 0480

oking for a Videor
I.ook no further!

Giant Ieap are once of the only specialist Music
Video producers i the Midlands.
The people that vou talk to at Giant Leap are the
guvs that actually Produce and Direct the Videos,
so from start to finish vou have contact with the
makers. Grant Leap are a small but progressive lot
who are continually looking at new technologies
like the Internet. “We are alwavs m pursuit of -
teresting, people and music to work with, And in our |
support for fresh and undiscovered talent we are offering frec
advertismg space on the Net for people domg anvthing exciting
with music.™ But theyv understand that small and growing bands
can’tafford to spend a fortune. So they also cater for lower budget video's.

So if you are serious about music, get a serious Video!
Y ou can contact them on

Tel: (0121) 605 1957

Fax: (0121) 605 1958

Email: 101772.3571 @ compuserve.com

http: //ourworld.compuserve.com ‘homepages/ Giant T cap/
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The first line...

Well summer is coming to an end
and Siren is just starting out again,
with more activity in the coming
months and no distractions from
festivals, sun bathing, holidays and
sadly friends weddings (I'm getting
old!) we shall be hitting the presses
at a much faster rate from now on. |
hope you have had an enjoyable
summer and kept gigging even dur-
ing the heat, especially ideal were all
the festivals .which offered music
and sunbathing (see this issues
special festival feature). And so to
this issue, which is a bit of a local
monster due to the lack of visiting
bands, BUT more importantly due
to the large amount of great talent
around at the moment. Theré are
interviews with Laxton's Superb,
Sugarfix, Hector, Shaker and Avro-
car. Kinsesis has local club listings
and an interview with crossover
band Agent Provogator. We also
nave the wusual reviews, demos,
poetry, and a special feature on
MCP's new compilation album of
some of the Midlands finest talent.
The response to the last issue was
amazing, so please let this continue
and keep us informed of what you,
your band, venue etc. are up to.
Enjoy issue 3 of Siren.

Tracey Lee Hiccup




This four picce are one of Bir-
mingham's recent  success — stories,
signed almost a year ago they have
notched up a couple of singles in-
cluding the wonderful  "Coming
Round" and appearances at both the
Phoenix and Reading festivals.

| thought it was time to find out what
Jamie Rigby (guitar/vocal), Mat Beckett
(bass/Vocal), Math Owen (drums) and
Simon Claze (vocals/guitar) of Laxton's
Superb thought of hailing from Bir-
mingham and the lack of a strong mu-
sic scene. "You never want to be part of
a scene, Birmingham is somewhere
where we happen to reside... there is
no particular stereotypical sound from
Birmingham, say you're from Man-
chester you have to sound a certain
way. Being positive about it, its like
having a blank canvas." It was after
much work that they finally got their

record deal, but not everyone re-

members this. "It's a complete myth
that we were signed from nowhere
because we put a good solid year's
intensive work in before we gotsigned.
We all moved into a house together, all
of us and this sped the process on a lot
quicker... we didn't mess about with
day jobs and doing the band once a
week - we did it every night'. Was this
process a conscious decision within

Inferview
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the band then? "We all left home and
moved in together. It wasn't like a
gradual thing, one minute you're at
home with your mum and dad and the
next minute we've no money, we're in
Walsall, freezing cold and thinking
what the fuck am | doing... we knew
the first thing was to get the songs
together, which we did, then we got
signed, then it sort of went on from
there. You're always setting goals for
yourself. Saying that, there was no
particular method to it, it wasn't like we
all sat down and said 'OK we're gonna
get signed’, it just happened. You're
only just starting out all the time, as
people discover you, you are a new
band, as far as theyre concerned
Ocean Colour Scene are a new band
and they've been going years." 50 now
you're on the road to success, is it what
you thought? "We didn't have. any
preconception really, just its enjoy-
able, sometimes intensely enjoyable.
Basically like anyone in"a band you
spend about 10 hours a day travelling
or waiting and the rest is intensely

- enjoyable. This isn't me moaning, but

people seem to think that if you are in
a band you don't do anything, but it is
hard work. The best thing is when
you're writing, performing or louring
new songs." Their music distinctively

it i L e
involves the three of them up front
doing various vocal and harmony du-
ties, could you tell me a bit about your
music? "l don't think people will get us
straight away as we're doing our own
thing... basically all four of us write the
songs and so whoever it works for sings
it, there's no grand plan it just happens
that way. We've all got very different
voices, but compatible voices so
someone might suit a particular song
more than someone else, we just work
it out.”
So why should people get into Laxton's
Superb? "Speaking as objectively as
possible, which is difficult, | think we're
a really good band, potentially a great
band. We're not arrogant enough yet
to think we're a great band, but we're
still rehearsing and improving. The
potential's there basically." Now we
come up to the final straight, how
much success would you like? "How
much success have you got... to sell a
load of records and be happy while
we're doing it. We'll be as successful as
we're meant to be." Well they are
definitely on the right track and only
time will tell just how big they are
destined to be, keep your eye out for
local dates and more releases.
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