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The first line...

&
14th
15th
21st
22nd
Roam

28th

29th

4th
Sth
11th

12th

FLAPPER

APRIL

N

D-RUNK / Rubber Monkey /
Bumper

Aphasia (Farewell gig) /
Warm Jet / The Joylanders
Roadkill / Avrocar /
Seacharge

Mantaray / Lemonilla /

FIRKI

MARCH

American TV Cops / Fancy
+ Support

Spare Snare / Delagardas /
Blaggards

Dry Rusers / Carpe Diem /
Feverfew

SIRIUS B presents Active
Loop Zone. (techno)

Press Darlings / General
Winter / The Joylanders

601t Dolls / Stereogram (Buy
Tickets)

Red Motor Store / Love Trip
/Herb

PVT / D-RUNK + support

Back at last with an all new and improved
SIREN. Welcome back to anyone who has
read us before and a big HELLO to any new
readers. Basically there have been many
reasons for our very long time away in-
cluding a summer festival period, breaking
from our sponsors and me moving house.
But now we are back and even better. Now
being independent we will be able to offer a
much broader outlook on both local and
visiting music. Also through Siren [ hope to
develop other events such as Siren spon-
sored gigs, so any ideas let us know. This
issue sees the introduction of Kinesis, a
section devoted soley to Birminghams
thrieving dance scene and we hihlight

promoters Zoot in the Music Hall series.
The collection of material in this first issue
does cover our period away and as such
should bring you bang up to date ready for
future 1ssues. As well as this there are the
regular mterviews, live reviews, demos,
and much much more!

So enjoy SIREN 6. It's great to be back.
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Inferviews

PURESSENCE

Puressence are a guitar
based four piece that
have far more to oifer
than the current band of
British groups. I caught
up with Manchester’s
very own purveyors of
dark pop last year while
they were on tour with
Cast for a bit of a chat.
Puressence are four
friends who, inspired by
the Stone Roses, de-
cided to form a band
and they didn't even
know who would do
what! So James, Neil,
Kevin and Anthony
have spent the last four
years practising and
developmg their dis-
tinct sound. After a
couple of singles on the
2 Damn Loud label they
signed to Island and are
currently doing the
rounds as support to the
likes of The Lightening
Seeds and Marion. So
why spend all your time
playing second fiddle?

"We know what we're doing, just tak-
ing our time. We could go and headline
a small tour tomorrow, but we want to
let 1t develop". But isn't it difficult?
"We like the challenge and we like to
tum peoples heads that don't want to
get mto 1t really. Sooner or later they
have to take notice." The band formed
and you practised, but how did you get
to be signed to Island? "We used to be
on a small indie label and when we
finished with that we teok a year out to
write new songs. Then we met up with
our manager, Jim, and then just got in
touch with loads of record companies,
there were about ten after us and we
chose Island, it was very simple."

"One of the main reasons for choosing
them i1s that they let their bands grow
slowly, they don't blitz it with adverting
and hype." Puressence, although Brit-
ish, don't fit into the Britpop 1deal, but
perhaps a scene will develop around
them in the none too distant future?
"That's what always happens with great
bands, like the Stone Roses, everyone
wanted to be them when they came out
and that’s a sign of you being a great
band."

"It would be pretentious of us to say yes
a scene will develop around us, but ves,"

"Actually T don't think
a scene will develop
around us and I think
we'll be a singular band
that people are mto, but
I don't know 1f we're a
scene band. A scene
creating band are like a
fashion and 1 think
we'll be out on a limb."
Will this not hold you
back? "It does initially,
but we're willing to put
the work m and I'd
rather be held back a
little bit than just be
like the rest." Later that
evening I see them
perform and hear their
music for the first time
and they are certainly
unlike much of what is
currently  happening.
While obviously
strongly influenced by
their Manchester routes
they add their own
darker edge to this
through their lyrics and
James' stirring vocals.
Their passion and
striking conviction for
what they are doing
should bode well for
their future " we're out
on our own, 1it's as
simple as that" and I
think they may be right.
They plan to release a
new album soon and
excellent singles “Fire’
and ‘I suppose’ are
available now on Is-
land. Watch out for
them 1n 96.

Tracey







