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DEMO - TAPES / CD’S
EITHER BLANK OR '
DUPLICATION

CASSETTE DUPLICATION -FROM £0.48

BLANK CHROME / FERRIC '
CASSETTES | -FROM £0.35

CD DUPLICATION -FROM £1.25
MINIMUM ORDER 50

S TELEPHONE OR FAX
0121 688 8660 FOR MORE DETAILS

It’s Back...

Giving a platform for \3,0 L,j P If you want ta get on
local bands, musicians, Q .? the radio or have an

— e My _
songwriters, BJ's and o HA/, © event you want the
comedians. g A O world (or South

| - i Birmingham at least)
It really is local radio to hear about, call us
- use it while you canl : now on:

0121 683 1800,
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INTERVIEWS

B i s 4o s ' & 5
Av:'gcar...........fj The FIRST LINE...

New Electrics.....9

Hello and welcome to the new issue of Siren.
Jameson..........10 First off a big welcome to Demon Steve who has
HOPRE, ... s wsss i 5ol taken on the monstrous task of editing Siren for the
Reef 15 coming months. In order to celebrate this there are
=0 RS S EERER T two extra pages of copy to give you even more to
MOgWAT .. ..o.uu s 16 have a butchers at. The Siren team is growing - if you
fancy contributing in any way as a reviewer,
AL TVE interviewer or anything else do get in touch.
There have been several new nights starting around
More thah.....«xs=2 the city including Saturdays at the Ben Johnson in
VO OVEF s wb v nm s s 7 A:;og, (gqaraAhsA‘r?ndUnfid)\ al?d Bai_:lgei.r Prt;omgtriﬁnss ra:ing
appeared in a Melody Maker article about the state
noped Or:cs: asan«d ET the coLll_]nTry'g music scer&e.éqs }vell as this the New
ectrics have been given Radio 1 exposure courtes
dreamed..........12 of Ma[r;k clmd Lar{(d ang f!DOk set for great things Thgsy
ear. Do let us know of any mentions or reports about
REVIEWS irrning}r(um that you Slﬁe gr he.;ar and let’s ieep this
city rockin’ into the millennium!
We know best..17&19 Agway, enough of that getting carried away lark, to
KI N E S I S this issue - where we have interviews with Reef, New
Elecfrig?ﬁ J amesc-ln, Mogwai, IFlick,BA\érocar %nd
: orne. There is also an article on Badger an
Disco pants...... 13 Discor‘diém F;romo‘rIefrs I'rilsfw.ﬁ.u-?,ll as a chclz'??ifh techno ’
master Emulator. If that's not enough there's a roun
FEATURE up of the new releases, demo revieu.rgs and loads of gig
reviews and wonderful prizes in our competitions.
Learn Here.......l4 So all ‘rhans Ileft‘;r ispl‘orkyou ‘roh'rurn Ehe next gage and
start reading! Do check out the web page and keep in
GIG GUIDE touch with any thoughts on Siren, the ir*minghamp

; music scene, your fave bands and anything else.
Plan yer 1ife....18 See yall ! Y ¥

AND FINALLY Tracey
win! win! win!...19

www.cardweb.co.uk/SireJ




When brothers Trevor and Oran Thornton
started to play music in the rural stronghold
of Stockton, Missouri they never dreamed it
was to take them all over the world. But it did
and that is how Siren caught up with Oran
for a chat during the band’s support tour with

The Montrose Avenue.

The two brothers began playing the guitar after being taught by
their older brother Brad, and when he was sadly killed in a car
accident they vowed to carry on in his spirit. After playing
acoustic sets in local clubs they began to realise that a fuller
band was required. So with the addition of drummer Adam
McGrath and bassist Eve Hill, Flick was finally complete.
Towards the end of 1996 they played their first gig “ | think it was
good. We had a lot of fun playing and not having rehearsed. We
had this song we’d just written and we really thought we should
get a band together. Then we met Adam and Eve and as the four
of us together we didn't have any rehearsals before the first
show. | think I'd played once with Adam, but never the four of us,
so it was fun.”

Improving with every performance since, they have now found
themselves with a record deal and the opportunity to tour the
world. What's it been like over here? “It's been great, | think it’s
one of the best tours we've ever done. The crowd hasn'’t been
the biggest, it's just been fun to go to different cities. Touring
America is so different to here.”

How does it differ? “The cities themselves are different, cause in
America we've only got 200 years of history, so it's a lot different
when you go to places like York, that's been really cool. Over
here we feel like we're getting stuff done. In America it's so huge
that you have to play around so much. Three weeks here and
we've covered pretty much of the UK, whereas that would be one
coast in America. It doesn’t feel like we're spinning our wheels as
much and we're covering ground... we're still starting out and
we're doing the same kinda things in America just trying to build
gradually.”

Flick combine the classic melody and hook line with heartfelt
lyricism. Managing to sound both very American and English at
the same time, they draw on the sounds of The Posies,
Radiohead and Supergrass, to produce a startling blend. "The
Perfect Kellulight,” the bands debut album shows their eclecticism
to full effect from the adrenaline-fuelled charm of ‘Drag’ to the
mellow semi acoustic ‘Pink Boo'. “That’s why we did the record
at different studios to get different feels and different atmos-
pheres” explains Oran.

All this variability must come from somewhere? “We’ve got pretty
diverse musical backgrounds, we grew up in the Midwest, so
most of the stuff we grew up around as far as radio was like
classic rock, Deep Purple, Led Zepplin and Pink Floyd. But also
our Grandpa played bluegrass music and my Dad played country
music a little bit, not real seriously just round the house. So we
had all these different things growing up and everybody in the
band has different influences and then all of us like everything,
so it’s like a big collage with tons of different music.”

The foundations for a musically career having been laid the band
have big plans for the future. “The ultimate goal would be to have
some success with this album (‘The Perfect Kellulight’), but not to
be huge and then allow ourselves to develop as songwriters and
musically and then maybe the next album would be more
successful and be a better album and so on and so on. Hopefully
everything can evolve, we don't want anything instant. We want
there to be something behind it and something to build.”

“If | could musically do this for a living and still create and do the
things that | wanna do with my music then that’s what | would
consider success. Making music that | like and songs that |
wanna sing. I'd never want to be too huge.”

And finally Oran, is being signed what you expected? “Yes and
no. When you realise how much it's like making hamburgers,
they're just selling a product and it's not necessarily how good
the product is they're just there to make money, that sucks. But
at the same time | have friends that are in bands and dying to
make albums and who would love to have the support of a label.
| feel really blessed, that I'm really lucky to be signed and to be
able to put out an album and tour. It's a good problem to have.”
Which is good news for us! Flick’s debut album ‘The Perfect
Kellulight' is out now.
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Web page : http://www.flick.net







