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/ PUNK / HARDCORE N
ALTERNATIVE / METAL

BANDS WANTED FOR
FORTHCOMMING GIGS

STARTING SEPTEMBER

PHONE MARK ON 0121 449 7607
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

Advertisers

I Clean, Purpose Built Rooms
Property Sound Proofed & Centrally Heated

Professional Equipment baﬂdf Sﬂc Slrfﬂ forY

Marshall, Fender, Peavey & Laney Amps
Some even readiu;;

Premier Drums & HH P.A’s
| Leisure Area with P ool Table
Snacks & Drinks
Easy access with Plenty of Parking
Warm Friendly Atmosphere - Helpful Staff
Competitive Prices

feel good abuut oslf

CaII Tracey or james on

Unit 8T, Halas. Industrial Estate,

| Forge Lane Halesowen. B62 SEB 01 21 449 5594
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The first line...

Hello there and welcome to Siren
number 7. This is an extra special issue,
because as well as increasing our cir-
culation to 1500 (what? - ed) we have
added 4 extra pages! What more could
you want? Well we've got more, there
are interviews with Sneaker Pimps,
Spine, Santa Cruz, Garland and See
Saw. There is a specially extended
Kinesis page with an interview with
dance hero's Death In Vegas and re-
views of Bentley Rhythm Ace, Death In
Vegas and Propellerheads, as well as a
look at House of God and Club Turner.
There are demo reviews with a differ-
ence, looking at local band's CD re-
leases and all the usual round up of gigs,
reviews, releases and much more. So
enjoy this extra large helping of Siren.
I've also got to mention what I've been
up to recently, which apart from in-
terviewing and reviewing lots of bands
has involved being a guest judge at
Warwick University's Bandsoc Battle of
the Bands Contest. This was a great
hight of great talent and the winners
Pinstripe are a band to keep an eye out
for, as are runners up Keechie and the
Moomins.

Do keep in touch with anything you are
involved in connected with the Bir-
mingham music scene and let's get this
city rockin'

See yal

Tracey



Santa Cruz will soon be a household name and associated
with phrases like melodic, heart rending and just plain
wonderful! This Bristol based four piece are on the way up
and current single 'Heaven Only Knows' looks set to start the
ol success ball rolling. It is for these reasons that | caught up
with singer Scott Haigh-Jarrold to find out more..

Let's start at the beginning, why did you join a band Scott? "l
was asked to join, because | apparently looked like a singer.
So | didn't take it seriously at first." What were you doing?
"Just work... in record shops. | was always interested in mu-
sic." So Scott got together with guitarist Peter Stillman, bassist
Geoff Gorton and drummer Michele Schillance. They then
went and hid themselves away in the upstairs room of The
Louisiana' pub, situated on the river bound Bristol location
known as Spike Island and basically "locked ourselves away
and wrote a shit load of songs."

The Bristol area has become a well known breeding ground
for new talent in the UK, but what happens if you don't quite
fit in with the scene its generating? Does it still help? "l don't
think it hinders. It helps because the music is quite an in-
spiration and it's quite an inspirational place... we all live
separately around Bristol." And Spike Island, how does that fit
in? "It's weird. You wouldn't think it was an island unless you
got told. | think its part of the reason we don't sound like
anything else from there, we feel mentally separated.”

After all this work and relatively few gigs they got signed,
which helped the band as "it gives you the freedom you need
to write songs."

So, what do you write about then Scott? "Everything really,
unanswered questions and everything that affects us really.
We have an air of melancholy, but uplifting at the same time.
The battle between feeling really good all the time and

Inferview

knowing that you have to face the shit sometimes... it comes
out how it comes out.”

The situation for guitar led bands has been much more
healthy in recent years with many groups like Space and
Super Furry Animals getting into the chart. Perhaps Britpop
did do some good after all? "I don't know, I think its just
waves of fashion and there's always a few bands that will rise
above the rest. Qasis did break down the doors and inspired
people to work harder and push themselves.’

Who inspires you then? "My Mum... my Nan and just people
that are willing to shed a bit of light into the darkness, en-
tertainers who take you away, people who innovate in mu-
sic. From Brian Wilson of the Beach Boys to Daft Punk and
DJ Shadow."

Do you like the cinema then, for escapism? “Totally, | saw the
English Patient, which was great if you like that sort of thing,
a bit long. Cinema is a massive inspiration on us. Geoff, who
plays bass and writes most of our music, is well into people
who make film scores. We would love to do a film score
sometime.’

What kind of film? "One that smacks you in the face, but
doesn't hurt."

| look forward to that. In the meantime though Scott just
wants the band to play more gigs and "a few years down the
line to be making good albums, playing to people who are
into us and be relatively successful. | don't want to be
splashed across the papers, just getting respect from other
musicians." 1 think somehow they might just manage that -
keep a very large eye out for these guys.

The single 'Heaven Only Knows' is out now and their debut
album 'Way Out' should be released soon.

Tracey
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