CITY OF BIRMINGHAM SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA SATURDAY 5 JULY 1986

MAURICE HANDFORD has unfortunately had to withdraw from this
evening's performance owing to i1l health.

We are most grateful to SIMON HALSEY and GEOFFREY SIMON, who
have agreed to take his place at short notice.

SIMON HALSEY will conduct the first hali of the concert: Bliss'
March from Things to Come and Elgar's From the Bavarian Highlands,
and GLOFFEEY o 1MON will conduct Holst's The Planets after the

Interval.

SIMON HALSEY

SIMON HALSEY wans a choral scholar at King's College, Cambridge

and Conducting scholar at the Royal College of Music. In 18981

he was appointed Director of Music at Warwick University where

in addition to conducting all the University choirs and orchestras
he is an artistic director of the University Arts Centre and
associzte lecturer in music.

Simon Halsey has been CBSO Chorus Master since 1982 and has
prepared many concerts and recordings with them. Recent works
parformad by the Chorus have ineluded Mahlers 2nd Symphony {The
Resurrection), alsc recorded for EMI, and Blpar's Dream ol
Gerontius, to be recorded.

Simon Halsey works regularly with the London Mozart Players,
the London Bach Choir and the Warwickshire County Youth Orchestra.
He is founder and Director of English Touring Opera, and has
recently conducted performances of 0ffenbach's The Tales of
Hoffmann for Scottish Opera.

GEOFFREY SIMON

GEOFFREY SIMON was born in Australia, and studied at Melbourne
University, at the Julliard School of MWusic in New York, and at
Indizne University's Music School. In 1874 he won a major prize
in the John Player Conductors! Competition, which led to his
appointment as Music Director of the Australian Sinfonia and
guest encagements with British orchestras.

He has made many records for Chandos, several of which have won
important awards and prizes, including the 1885 "Prix de la Ville

de Paris" for a disc of music by twelve French composers of the
1820's, His recordings of anfamiliar Tchaikoveky works and
spectecular Respighi discoveries have attracted world-wide attention.

Geoffrey Simon is a guest conductor of many orchestras in England,
the USA, Israel and Australia, and in September 1987 assumes the
post of Music Director of the Albany Symphony Orchestra, New York.
His debut with the CBSC came four nights ago, when he conducted 2
programme of music that formed part of the 1986 B'oai B'rith Music
Festival.



