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FOREWORD

Ladics and Gentlemen,

It is with eager excitement we return to Birmingham for the third time. Each year has
been more and more enjoyable and the relaxed and appreciative audience which we enjoy
in these magnificent surroundings seems to encourage us to perform to the limit,

1990 saw Glasgow as the European City of Culture and we had the privilege of giving a
concert on Saint Andrew's Night in the new Royal Concert Hall. This year we are invited 1o
perform in Dublin when that venerable city enjoys the European Cultural cloak, We have
included some Trish material in our programme as a foretaste of our visit,

1 wish you all a most pleasant evening and thank you for your support and enthusiasm,

JOHN M. MASDM
Musical Director

THE SCOTTISH FIDDLE ORCHESTRA 1980-1990

The Orchestra was formed in 1980, deriving its origing from Fiddlers' Rallies which were -
and are - held throughout the country. After one of these Rallies, a group of enthusiasts
met to consider the formation of an orchestra which would draw its members from a' the
airts and would form a cohesive, viporously rehearsed group of musicians.

The aim was to have a group of approximately 150 keen and interested musicians who
would play together consistently, provide a series of concerts in the main Scottish cities, and
work together to create the finest possible standard of orchestral fiddle playing without
detracting from the strong traditional strains of our music.

1990 marked a milestone in the Orchestra’s history when we celebrated our tenth
anniversary. [t seems no time ago that the first SFO concert was held in the Music Hall,
Aberdeen.

The years which have passed so quickly have led us to concert halls throughout the
country and abroad. Radio and television performances have been captured on record,
audio cassette, compact disc and now our first VHS video, “The Northern Lights” has been

issued,
The music from the video is also available on audio cassette and compact disc and will be
on sale in the hall tonight or by post from Mrs Grace Pratt, 53 Wagley Parade, Bucksburn,

Aberdeen AB2 9WG (Tel, 0224 713149},

SFO FOLK SYMPHONY - THE FUTURE OF THE ORCHESTRA




THE SCOTTISH FIDDLE ORCHESTRA

in concert
Conductor — JOHN M. MASON, MBE
Leader — WILLIAM COOK Soprano — MARY SANDEMAN
Tenor — JAMES NICOL Accompanist — RINA LYLE
Fiper — JOHN McCULLOCH
5.F.0. Glee Club 5, F.0, Folk Symphony
Compere — ROBBIE SHEPHERD

S5.F.0. BOARD OF MANAGEMENT

President — DR. G. P, CREAN, PhD, FRCPG, FRCPE, FRCPI
Musical Director — JOHN M, MASON, MBE, BL, NP
Deputy Conductor — ALEXANDER COOK Leader — WILLIAM COOK
Honorary Secretary — DAVID 1. MARTIN, M5, PhD, FIHon
Honorary Treasurer — GRACE C. PRATT, MA
Administrator — North — LESLIE PRATT  Administrator - East — ROBERT WILLOX
Administrator - West — DAVID PATON, CA
Stage Manager — JOSEPH LUNARD]  Librarian — DAVID SMITH

THE SCOTTISH FIDDLE ORCHESTRA

FIRST VIHLIN
Willinm Cook
{Leaden )
Margirer Brawd
Cirecmc Bumnent
Cierry Crean

Fan Extles
James Falooaer
Domald Fraser
Civdion Fraser
Sheany Fraser
Finidsny Careenhill
Phvllis Henderson
Alsaim Johdisone
Aileen Keel
lzan Kidd

Fioma Kimlness
Cieorpe Lanimac
Rawana |amint
Margarce Lewr
Archie Linle
hreph Lumardi
Praviad Martin
Jacyui Mengler
Pepgy Milne
Lasumse Maffant
Ruobedi MeHnde
Jahn MoCulloch
Heesa Moliinn
Crrdlion Mnctinepior
Audrey MacKay
Drandcl McPhersan
Mbhaari (Ml
Colim {¥ Riordnn
Leslie Pran

lane Ruaywuorth
Coring Savage
Tasn Sirmpein
Dyavied Smith
Wla Heven
Elaine Struthers
Catrsona Tavka
Douglas Tod
Ciordon Walker

Karen Waller
Muorap Websiter
Jessie Whyte
Bert ¥oung

SOUND TECHNICIAN
Fhsie Saak

SECOND VIOLIN

Stuant MoCreath (Principal)

Helen Anderaom
Ralph Bell

Peler Brash
Susan Curcas
Alexamler Cook
Willinm Daindip
Barbara Findlay
Fiona Heml
Hetty Hendemson
Paul Jordan
James Laimg

Sara Melville
Kenneth Murdach
laen Mursay
William Murray
Armandn MeBain
Aldistair MoCullch
Jodin Macdonald
Andrew MeCinra
Allan Maclnnes
Murparet Melatvie
William McMNah
Keith Mo Whan
Fiona MNelssn
Fveln Cstrowska
Darvidd Paton
lsalw) Peattic
Cisthirie Raitt
B Ross
Elimabeth Bourke
Buanty Boadands
licajseline Smith
Mimma Watson

Steven Wilkie
Rt Wallog
Canolime Wimn
Micala Young
Jumes Yule

FIAMND
Rima Lyl

EEYVBOARD
Douglas White

(IR AN
Stuart Andersan

CELLD

Freeme Wil
{Primcipal)
Priling A b o
Lymne Bumett
Fay Henderson
Thismas Melrose
Lymibsay Muowat
Honakl Murray
Elizabeth Molniyre
luleanmn Nicholls
Jane Strathearn

BASS

Juidy Furlong

[ Primcipal)
Andrew Lot
Croimge Elphinstine
Jarmiag Muason
Rognvahl Mason
Williarm Muorgan
Shona Mot wlloch
Fawarnd MacMah
Kenngih Paton
Ronakl Thewlis

ACCORDICN
Whilliam Kighl
{Primcipal)

Jamees Hrodlie
David Broan
Mormn Mo Keand
Frod Prise
Marpine Sume

FLUTE

Anne Clark
{rincipal)
Veronica Culling
Lvnm Fraser
Jenmifer Kidd

GUITAR
ravigl Civaad

PERCUSSHN
William Findisy
(Harhara Fanblay)
i Elwinge Sirughers)

BALGFIFES
Fin MeCullach

ASSUHOIATE MEMBERS
Flrst Winlkn
Ailen Ainslic
Tubie Hlamalias
Fodn Clivaan

Paan Larkan

Alexes Cialbezith
Myra Shuttlcwarth
Walluce Ciathraith
Seeromd Viokin
Jumies Niven
Anne Turmball

LR 1]

M lark
Accardian

Alan Fateram
Pesins

Valerie Wilson
Flute

Bheena Anersan

FORTHCOMING CONCERTS

1991

6 April - Music Hall, Aberdeen

18 May - Caird Hall, Dundee

22 June - Royal Albert Hall, London

30 August - Ulster Hall, Belfast

31 August - National Concert Hall, Dublin
28 September - Royal Concert Hall, Glasgow
26 October - Usher Hall, Edinburgh

1992

15 February - Birmingham Town Hall
4 April - Music Hall, Aberdeen.

LONDON CONCERT BOOKING DATES

On and after 1 February, 1991 the Royal Albert Hall will be open from 9
am to 9 pm seven days a week for telephone, postal and counter sales for
the concert on 22 June. Tel. 071 589 8212,

1992 BIRMINGHAM CONCERT BOOKING FORMS

Booking forms for next year’s concert will be issued in late August, 1990,
If you or your Society wish to take advantage of this facility, please send
SAE to Mr. Leslie Pratt, Administrator, 53 Wagley Parade, Bucksburn,
Aberdeen AB2 YWG as soon as is convenient.
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ORCHESTRA THE S.F.O. BIDS YOU WELCOME.

Fiddlers to the FOTE .........ccocvmimarnmaiaiivissin s Comp. J. Mason
Ma Big Kilmarnock Bunnet ..........ocooovvniviniiinnnnn. Arn Jo Mason
The Soor-Milk Kert

Bonnie Wee Jeannie McCall

JAMES NICOL

THE QUEEN

ORCHESTRA

(a) THE HIGHLAND BARN DANCE ................. Arr. J. Mason
Duncan McKinnon’s Welcome to Port Ellen ... Comp. J. Mason
John MacFadyen of Melfort .................co.c0. Comp. J. MacCall

{(b) THE MUSIC OF J. SCOTT SKINNER (1843-1927)
All Arr. J. Mason
SLOW AIR
Forres Cradle Song ..........oooiiiiiininnnianns Soloist Paul Jordan

MARCHES
Gay Gordons
Lovat Scouts

STRATHSPEY
Forbes Morrison

REEL
Angus Campbell

MARY SANDEMAN

ORCHESTRA

{a) THE AULD ALLIANCE ... ..iiiiiiiiiiieas Arr. J. Mason
La Russe
Shean Trews
Lottie and Chattie ..o iniinmniaiag Comp. J. Mason
The Girl 1 Left Behind Me

(b) SUITE
The Spirit of Strathisla ... Comp. J. Mason

INTERVAL

PROGRAMME

6.

10.

il.
12.

13,

ORCHESTRA

(a) DASHING WHITE SERGEANT ..........oeanee. Arr. J. Mason
Original
Rakes of Mallow
The Waves of Tory

The Stronsay Wedding ..........coooviiviiiininnnnns Comp. J. Mason

The Siege of Ennis

The Reel of Kildinguie ..........ccociiiiiiiiminininnns Comp. J. Mason
(b) MILITARY TWO-STEP ........cooivvviiiiiiinnnnns Arr. J. Mason

The Shetland Two-Step

The Dwarfie Stane ..........ccovvivirvrnnnnrncnenns Comp. J. Mason
JAMES NICOL
ORCHESTRA

WHISTLING RUFUS ..., Arr. Mason!Laing
5.F.0. GLEE CLUB Songs to Dance to
O 1 Irish Favourites
2. Military Two-Step ...ccoovvinirinininrrnnr e, Irish Favourites
ORCHESTRA

Scotland the Brave
The Saints Go Marching In

MARY SANDEMAN

THE S5.F.0. FOLK SYMPHONY
(a) GROUP The Four String Polka
{(b) GROUP CANADIAN REELS
Ottawa Valley Reel
Boil Them {f:ihbag{: Down
Gary Murphy's Jig
Bowing the Strings
ic) ALISTAIR McCULLOCH —
Viohn
The Orange Blossom Special

DOUGLAS WHYTE
Piano

ORCHESTRA, PIPER AND SINGERS
Highland Cathedral ..o Comp. Roever/Karb
Arr. J. Mason

AULD LANG SYNE




James Mical

Willien Ok - Leader Robivie Sheplerd

Mary Sandeman




“THE SPIRIT OF STRATHISLA” - SUITE

THE art of distilling in one form or another is as steeped in the history of
Scotland as the art of Scottish Fiddle Music. This picce was instigated to provide
a dedication to the Strathisla Distillery in the year of its bi-centennial
celebrations, 1986.

The music which commemorates the two-hundredth anniversary of the granting
of the Lease or “Tack™ of the Keith Distillery takes the form of a tone poem
(slow section), march, strathspey and reel with the return to the slow measure to
conclude the suite.

“The Spirit of Strathisla’ - Tone Poem — opens with the traditionally Scottish
bagpipes. Based on the history of distilling in the area, the carly influence of the
Monastic Christian Church is demonstrated in the slow movement with chimes
and flute pastoral effects; thercafter follows the effects of the strong and
aggressive reformation, and then the statement of the “Spirit” is taken on the
solo fiddle extending into the breadth of the full orchestration to bring the history
up to date.

“Stewart McBain" — March - is dedicated to the Director of the distillery and
the countering of the second fiddles adds a different dimension.

“The 40 Gallon Still"* — Strathspey - is based on the traditional dance tempo
unique in Scotland, and the title alludes to the old original size of pot still used in
the whisky making process.

“The Water Kelpies™ - Reel - is descriptive of the mystical fairy folk who look
after the water supply so ecssential to the production of Scotland’s National
Beverage at the Distillery.

The return to the finale of slow movement is to encapsulate the cntire picce
into one unit of history, tradition and folklore of Scotland.

JOHN MASON

HIGHLAND CATHEDRAL

Inspired by a love of Scotland and its Churches the composer set out to capture
something of the style of Worship and vet follow the path of the traditional
Scottish Psalm. Originally written for pipes and a brass ensemble this arrangement
by John Mason has been extended to feature the complete Scottish Fiddle
Orchestra. Poignant words by Mary Sandeman have added yet a further
dimension to this admirable piece and encapsulate the whole atmosphere which
the composer sought to achicve,

Go in peace, tell the world to share,

That love for mankind, is today in our prayer,
Take my hand, as we walk away,

In search of a brighter day.

Here is the place, where Highland hearts beat true,
Here where our spirits lift, and strengths renew,
Lone on the hillside stands the cross so tall,
Beckons its timeless message unto all,

10
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COTT SKINNER,
Sthe great composer
of Scottish
traditional music, and
spectacular concert
fiddler was born in
Grampian Highlands,
in 1843, at Banchory, a
lovely little town about
eighteen miles west of
Aberdeen. He contri-
buted greatly to our
superb heritage of
Scottish music with his
Strathspeys, Reels and
poignant Airs.

The landscape of
Grampian Highlands
and its air is varied, full
of light, shade and
history. Castles, Malt
Whisky distilleries,
Flowers, secluded

harbours and the Royal

Road are our themes.
There is a directness
about them all and a
feeling of melodies in
counterpoint,

Why not follow these

trails and experience

"
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P
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them for yourself? Get
in touch with us at
Grampian Highlands
and Aberdeen. Write
for more information
about the area or
‘phone to-

Grampian Highlands
and Aberdeen
NESCOT
930 St. Nicholas House,
Broad Street
Aberdeen AB9 1DE
Tel: (0224) 632727
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