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CORONATION OF GEORGE V1 AND ELIZABETH
rath May, 1997
THE DECORATIONS OF THE MUNICIPAL AND OTHER
BUILDINGS AND PRINCIPAL STREETS AND PARKS IN
BIRMINGHAM

Preface

AHE decorations of the mmun ip.li buildimps and the |'-I'i||l i|l-.|| eirects of the city
ol Birmingham dunng the Coronation week were generally considersd by

compeient judges to be the best of their kind ©o be seen in all England.
It had been fel that the decorations devised o celebrate the jubilee of King
George V were rather tawdry and haphazard. Birmingham is not by nature a
Il el Fh i = 'H.il_l: EI ||..|‘\. oW I_IL'\I ||| sSEtNEWrEr R |-:_-.|r||||1'|:.| rIH'lt'H. IE"-;|:-FI i b ':! im ¥y Iﬂlillh ALY E
andd periods, mther than in respense o a formal and seqquent .|-e-~.|;|1:-||| plan.  [is
butldings lack relationship and 1t streets proper connection, T lEvels are -n-.l:-.v. ird.
I'lae J:.T::-Illq'nz inl Byowwy b iaelom it Tor @ ek national celebration was one 4.|||ir||_5 fiar

artisiie and arenniEn |:|'.'.r'|'---l'-| high kind,

I'lsis |__.|n|||r",|| was aitacked carly IH the Lord Mavor, Abderman Rolerts, and his
|||.;|l| cesnr. Alderman G rey, whao both realised that it cowld |||:|'I1. Ise wall grelved] |u.
thie coenrelinated eforis of |||| cilirens concermed "‘\E'-l-.:lilll. .||::-|:-e||.||t1'|.3 i n|1|1|s|.lI|1-.-:-|'
the City Council and the Chamber of Commerce quuckly estalslishied cordial relations
in i search for its solution, A decision to co-operate in g comprebensive scheme, (o be
lanned and put into execution by o single professonal expent, was soon unanimous]y
silapted | vy |-|r|.-=|-:{-e1 isien |u-||'|I|'-:| tes M, Wilbam Havwoosd 2 the |||'i:|1 indir lor
the diffeult 1ask,

Yt e conald Ny T h R F ||i-e"-.-:'-|. 1 B -|:-|4 michach pesenle dltmemely attained were il ol
{ir Ll 5||-|| al. - zealows and skilful ||-e'||| which he recetved [rom all guartess. Traders
aprecd 1o contribute genercusly (0 a common fend and 1o forgo an aractve oppore
pannity fisr imcdividual display amd adveriisement. The City Enginecr and Surveyor,
the Ferper of the City Museum and Ant Gallery, the Director of Art Education
af the Central School of Aris and Crafis, the scul Ipotoses, painters, contractors, gardeners,
artsans andd kibourers concerned, all deserve Ihl uimost credit lor the work done in
their ||~\.':||'q L xl!ﬂlld'lq"\._

Nhe decorations formed a whole which was undouliedly far greater than the sum
testal ol it= many piarts, Mo [epitore exiruded itzell undaly from the AT il efteer.
Hasn saspre, ||||-.|-e|"|.|l:-e|‘|1. egErve ||||I'|| whr meention, and the mest cesual observer
mist hive lween spec ially impressed by the relhiels which Mre, Blove modelled for e
tvinpana of the Town Hall, ||-l. Ao, W ilker's eroup of 31 George and the Diragon,
andl by the fine heraldic shields and banners so lavishly displayed,

Av ane who ok o very minor part in the deliberations which led 1o such an
cxrellent I Elal |I|'\-\.|1I||_ 1 leck 1|||1.|||'|_:|;'|_i_ 111 hl'i||;_r l|||| wved o lIF.L'l'. .:Il:u'||1i-u:| toe thie Fact
that the symbolic figure of Art who acts as one of the supporters of the coat of arms of
|1'i||115r.u;||.|||| higs a betver justificavion for her exitence than s at gomes erropeously
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This description of the Birmingham Coronation decorations aims to preserve for the
pageantry of a historie occasion that degree of permanence which i3 s doe 23 2 pan
of the vivid and abiding memory of the national event. A scheme af decoration which
has so adequately imerpreted the sense of a great city, so happily fused local associn-
tions with current history, and eamed added distinction for its author, should deserve
a betger Bute than unassisted memory provides,

Further reison for the survival of 4 record of the commemaoration exists in the
readiness with which the Birmingham Chamber of Commerce allied isell” with the
Municipality 1o make possible the realisation of the unified plan, prepared by Mr.
William Haywood, F.R.LB.A., and carried imo effect with the co-operation of those
whiode services are cliewhere acknowledged,

The Lord Mavor, on the Corporation’s behall, « ommsioned the decoration of the
Council House and Town Hall, and the execution of (wo equcsinan re tations
of St Greorge, mounted on columns in Victora Square and near 1o the Hall of Memory,

The Chamber of Commerce asumed responsibilivy for the execution of the scheme
of decoration for New Street, Corporation Street, High Street, Bull Sureet, Colmaore
Row, Paradise Street, Broad Street Comner and Easy Row. The cost of these sireet
decorations was defraved from a fund subscribed by the owners or tenants of premises
fronting to those streets, who, to achieve a sense of unity, preferred o be represented
by a composite scheme.  The responsible Committee of the Chamber discouraged
elaboration of the scheme by the separate decomtion [other than by wincdow display)
ol individual premises, and while some departures were inevitable, the principle wis
generally accepied,

Throughout the scheme much use was made of heraldiry and Mr. 5, C, Kaines Smith,
Reeper of the Muscum and Art Gallery, gave his highly authoritative adyvice as
consultant for the proper rendering of the coats of arms and devices employed, and
furnished scale drawings of the arms displaved. Heraldey with s wealth of colour
and historical association, and by the motive which led to the selection and placing of
the devices displayed, contributed w a distinction appropriate to the occasion.

Lipon the Council House were shown the arms of the Lords of the Manor of
Birmingliam froa 1166 to 182y, as follows ;

IV

Ower the main entrance (o the Councill House, under the great arch h'ac'{. was placed
a banner mounted with the arms of England, with the roval cipher and powderings
of badges below and the crown above, On cither side were the supponers of the
Royal Arme, and at either end of the facade of the building were placed the Ciiy's
arma in Felief,

Upon the elevation 1o Chamberain Place, a banner and crown, on a smaller
scale than those of the Council House, were placed over the entrance to the Museum
and Art Gallery. On this elevation the shields of Chamberlain, Tangyve and Feeney,
Birmingham fumilies identified with the foundation and development of the Arn
Gallery, were displayed.,

Upon the Town Hall, thirty=cight shields completed the story of Birmingham's
expansion, and upon its four elevations were pliced the arms of the Overlords and
Lords of these Manors which are now within the boundaries of the present city.

On the Paradise Street frontage were displayed
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Chamberlain Place displayed the following :
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O the Rawcliff Place frontage were placed :
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Linking the shields were fstooned garlands of green and gold, and above the shiclds
in the pediments facing Paradise Street and Chambertain Place were gilded figures
representing Britannia flanked by groups sugeesting the homage of the sca,

I'n Vietoria Square, a column g5 feet high to the wp of the capital carried a gilded
epuestrian statue, eight feet high, representing St George Erﬁcming the crown with
outstretched arm, The foot of the columa was surroanded by beds of rhododend rons,

The second 5t George™s column, 2t Broad Street cormer, rose from acircular Twn,
Standing approximately on the centre line of Broad Street, looking east, the axial
position of the column was emphasised by 2 series of flower-boxes, four on either side

of the roadway. The flower-hoxes were 10 feet in diameter, and on the nine sides of

cach box the following subjects were freely rendered and modelled in high relief
The Enthronement ; 5t. George 3 The Arms of England ; 5t Andrew ; The Arms
of Seotland 3 5t Parick 1 The Arms of Treland ; 56 David ; The Arms of Wales,

The Hall of Memory was decorated with flowers by the Parks I:l'-l‘.|.'r.'|.t'I:IJ'|r|||.

11 Broad Street, existing lampstandands were furmished with banners and garlands,
coloured red, white and green, the design of which was contimued into Suffolk Street,
where & large standand carried streamers upon which the emblems of the Brish
sles and the crest of the City were shown,

In Paradise Street Towr sets of banners were hung, and these were repeated in series
throurhout New Street and Corporation Strect. From Victoria Square the first set of
banners carmied on each side the arms of England and Scotland, The second banners
bare the Bowes arms of the Queen, and those of Wales § upon the reverse of the
Bowes banner were displaved the Lyon arms of the Queen and the arms of Wales
were repeated on the reverse. Succeeding banners in the series bore the emblems of
the Dominions, Austealia and Canada on one side, and New Zealand and South
Africa upon the oather.

The junction of New Streer and High Sireet was marked by a banner similar to that
at Suffolk Street, and High Street was draped with national flags and emblems. Thence
followed a suceession of standards from Care’s Lane to Bull Street, with national fags
and cmblems along Bull Street 1o it crossing at Corporation Street. From this poant
1o Bnow Hill and along Colmore Row to the Town Hall the route was decorated with
standards on columns,  Uniform in design, the standands vanied in colour and i the
emblems displaved in the several streets. The vista along Colmore Bow, between an
avenue of Blue, white and gobd standards, was finely terminmed by Vicioria Square,
presenting 5t George's Column silhouetted against the decorated Town Hall.

The floodlighting scheme in the centre of the city, carried out by the Electric
Supply Department, included the colonnade and banners st the main entrance of
the Council House and the pillared entrance to the Museum and Are Gallery. The
upper walls of the Town Hall were illuminated behind the columns, which were
thus thrown into reliel, while at the comers of the building, four great gas flares
were placed, The sculprured groups in either pediment of the Town Hall and the
eepuestrian figures of St George in Victorin Square and Fasy Row, and the Hall of
Memory were similarly floodlighted. Other floodlighting schemes in the City centre,
outside the scope of the general plan, included the Chamberlain Memorial (for the
fountain of which coloured lamps were emploved), the Central Fire Station (where
colowred lamps were also used 1o good effect), the west end of 51, Philip's Cathedral,
the Burnaby Plinth in the Cathedral gardens, and the north and west elevations of
S Martin's Chureh.

In the suburbs, the Electric Supply Department also carried out Hoodlightng
schemes in a number of parks. At Cannon Hill Park two fountains were installed in
the large boating lake and foodlighted in colowr. Here the general scheme of
flocdlighting extended along the main dave from Edghaswon Road w the Pershore
Road entrance, illuminating the islands, the bridge between the pools, the Scouts’
memorial, the Museum and the drive between.

Ar Handeworth fountains were flood lighted in colour, and lighting was also used on
the island, shreubberies and the figure ilustrated. Similar foodhighting was carried ot
at Vieworia Park, Small Heath, Ward End Park, Queen's Park, Harborne, and Aston
Park, where, as the illustration demonstrates, modern invention added new beauty

o the histore b of Aston Hadl,
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e Executive for the Scliemees of Decoration was Willinem Hovwood, FEOLB A, NMOT PO,
Archigect ; FL ], Maneopi, M.Iws0LCUE, Gy Eugineer and Swevepor ;5. G Kaines Smith,
MLBE., M.A, FS A, Casnlbnt for Hevaldrr = William Bloge, ALK BS. ."-'l--".f'"-.'.l for F geon
Hall ond Cowwetl Hoare [ ], . Walker, Sculptor for the group of S Cleorpe and panels for flaver
boxes @ H, H. Holden, AR AL, and Students of the Schood of Art ander his divection,
Painding of coels o aras on atarldls for the Toew Hall aod Cowmcd Ffouwre @ W, Bloor, Seiretary of
the Coronation Celebrationt Cosmiliee, andd H. Evles, OB E., Seovetarp, (hamber of rmmeris
{aiirasirlive for Sireel Decovalinms

The schemves of decorition were respectively authorss] by the Decorations and 1
thans Sub-Committee of the Coronation Celelrations Committes | the Chatrman of which
waid the Lord Mavoer, Alderman Hamold Roberis) ander the € I'..||||||.:||-I|||n-l Criamcallor W
Martineaw, amd the Chamber of Commeree Coanmittes for Strect Dvecorations, the Chnir-
i of which was Mr, G, Philip Achurch, MUBE. Chiher Sub-Connitiees responsibibe for
varions matters copnecied with the Celebieatione were concerned with Ared Persone Girons
(Chairmmy ¢ Abderman Po L. E. Shormer), Outdoor Entertaimments (O vairman @ Alderman
K. K. Gelline), Tndoor Entermsinomenis (Choromme © Col, Sir Beriram Fored ), Church
Services (Chaiporan ¢ Alderman 5. | Geey)d, Finance and Geseral Purposes (Clinrman |
Alderanai A E. Ager), Childiven's Entertainmenis (€ hormaes - Alderouen W, Bvne Kenrek),

The albustentrons: ol the schemes of building and sireet decoraivs tacluded o b |:-||' i~
tion are prncipally from e photoprphs of Mr, | Willsoghby Harrison,  Amsong the
illustrations of the varsous schemes of floodblizhoinge, most of which weps -|:||!'-Ii| o by the
I.!l'l'llll' :‘|IIF3|1|'| f'ln'||.|rlr|||'||1, W illl'll-\.f_l_'l.li'lll'\- :-;'.Illl-l'i [ierpesleed by Brstessh T hoanson-
Houzton Ca, Lid., Edison Swan Electric Coo Led., General Eleciric Co, Lid., Siemens
Electrie I..|r||:|'r~ Al "i'.||'-|_:-I|u- Liech,, amed Walker Beos., Electricil Engineces Lid

I he I'..FI-I" wseid in this hooklet s :'l.!.'llul!':.Jll' .“,'.'\-.I-_I'l ol |'!|J' A Tmandukul IJ'| risl Lk B ol th iLdtijl
oy l||'||‘II'| H.l"-kl!'l".'“]l‘. ihae |'|"|':'|.!'I.|I-|'|| I'iil |1'.i|||_'||_||:| 1o ill'lr T, vhaur tha wi il IT'._'.'

Pulilmbed fosr the Coroe
Chivy off Buremmghans

Silk & Terry Ll bag, D







