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TASTE: Haory Gall g ier, Richie MeCrackan and John
Wilson = have risen in twoyears fram total obscurity 1o
baing one of the biggest draws in Europe. The lrish
growp feave gathered folowers fram the Margues to

M unich with their glactric perlormances in clubs and
fastivals, and their two hit albuma, *Taste' and “'On The
Boards™”. Thizg, thalr first concert tour as haadlinars,
heralds thalr arrival as one of the biggest groupsin the
workd,

STONETHE CROWS : Born in Scotiand, the fnee-
pleca group have already made two Amerstan tours and
their first album, “Stona The Crows . made the
Amarnican album charts. Their Amencan commitments
g limited their appearances in Britain but already
thair reputation issuch that lead guitarst Les Hanvgy
was asked towork with Aratha Franklin and load Singer
Magpie Bell is rated as onea of the top tan girl group
gingers in the world

JAKE HOLMES ; Thirty-one yaar ald Jake from San
Francisoo lives in Greanwich Village and iz onea of the
most highly rated writers in the United States, with
material used notably by the Four Sessons and Frank
Sinatra. Apart from hiswrithng, Jake is & talented
parformar who appesrs at all the major clulbs in the
United States, With him in England is one of the bast
guitarists in Amaerica. Ted Inwin, whose talents ane
sought after by many major Amancan artists including
Richia Havens,




JAKEHOLMES

Whan Jake Holmes arrived in this country in the earier part of the year, he broughi
WiEth im a guitar, Teddy Iredin, and & desire [0 play some gi-,_:ﬁ H

In batween the mass of interviews, T and radio = he wrole the lyrics 1o Sinatra’s
Wateriown' album, and as Frankie was coming to town later that month, Jeke was
o good stepping stone for “the real facts about Sinatra’ — he turned up with Teddy,
ot the Guildlord Civic Hall, Birmingham Town Hall, Revolution, and Margues
Londan: He mcatved encores at Guikdiard amd le'-lir'l-:_;"\-lm"-, SWLING the blass
Revolution erowd his way, and made the Marmues audiegnce laugh a lot,

Af all of these showes but the Revalutkon, Jake preceeded Taste, and sesing the
accepiance he recaived from thelr fanatical sudiences oromptad a couple of
narmally darmant minds 1o bursl into action

Taste and Jake Holmes in concart, throughout Britain and Europe. &n ides that has
since emerged into reality, and with Stone the Crows complating the bill, an idea
that has realided a concer tourwith three diversified, but compatible forms of
MG,

Jake Holmeas was born in San Francigco thify-one years ago, and after a littla
digcusged school carser, hie went into the theatre, making his Off- Broadway debui
in The Golden Apple’ in 1862, Music began a year later, when ha daveloped a
comedy, folk singing duo called Allen & Griar, which finkshed with an album ‘I°d
Rather Be Rich Thon Ethmic®

After a brief period as Jeke of Jim, Jake and Joan, he made solo appearances at tha
Bittar End, the Cellar Door, Cafe Au-Go-Go, tha Fillmore East, the Hungry |, on
the Tonight TV show, and at collégjes throwghout tha country

Jake recordad a couple of albums for another labal “The Abova Ground Sound O
Jakes Holmes" and 'A Letter To KEatherine Decembaer, bofore sigrimg 1o Polydor a
redpasing his first LFP for the fabel  Jako Holmes

Jake describes that album as “totally off -the-wall sonas . . Jusl me *And i weas
thsa 2ongs thal he parformad o those epprecinlive sudiences Thes yeor, with
Teddy Irain, who armanged the album,

A a songwriter for other people, Jake hes composed for tha Four Seasons, Woody
Herman, Eartha Kit, and uhimately, Sinatra. And he sleo supplys the muosic @nd
yrica for countless tw commercials in the States.

Ag aowriter, Jake says : 'If you can do one thing — like songwriting — that you can
do skillully. you can grow and axtand from that To really hawve your skill breatha,
you have to find yoursell — or edse vou become a formula writes

*I'm a writer who wanis to be appreciatad in this world as a writer, rather than as a
parsonality.”
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W rerwr o wuot angro? the biggest namaes thot will emerge this year” is what
Malody Maker had 10 iy about Stona the Crows. The flve membars of the band
Les Harvey on guitar, Jim Dewar on bass and vacals, Calin Allen on drums,
arganist/planist John MeGinnls and lead singer Maggie Bell = produce 8 mixture
of sophistication and good ald down home funk that's unkque and, mane 1o the
paint, satishying
Maggie, 8 warm and sarlingly natural lady, is the one who, being 80 unmistakakly
up frant, tends to capture the mitlal attenton, Wnters have comparrad hiar with
Janis Joplin, which appears to be a bit unfair on Maggie, who seems 1o me 1o be
less hysterical and altogether much more subily expressive while lacking not an
ounce of Janis’ power and Intensity. Magaie hersell goes for Laura Myra - "8
beautiful singer and a fantastic musiclan” — and Aretha Franklin
Las Harvay, brothers of Alex, himsall 8 noar-legendary guitarist, has closer
connections with Aretha. This summer he wes summonead (o Spain to play guita:
in the great lady's band. There can’t be many tougher gigs than that. Mot a flashy
player, Les plays measured, precise phrases that can build into emotional climaxes
without ever stepping out of the band hammony, but adding to the unity of tha
whale sownd
Basaist, Jim Dewar has a voice that would put many lead singers in the shads,
while his bass work does just what a good bassist should — it holds svarything
together. Jim provides a sympathetic foundation o guitar and organ flights of
improvisation with his flexible but dead-sure contribution. He, in conjunction with
Les, writas a lot of the group’s material,
John McGinnis on keyboards is the fourth Glaswegian of the band. Mot a great
talker, what he does say he means. Likewise his playing, Often lyrical, often
understatad, but always tight and clichd-fres, his sanse of pace and timing contrasts
with tha salf-indulgent thrashing of many rock onganists. John doesn’t hawve 1o
parlorm gymnaslic contortions 1o make it rock,
Avatoran of Zoot Monev's Big Roll Band, the Blue Flames and the Bluesbreakars,
Bourmnemouth-bom Colin Allen was known 1o be one of the best drummers in the
country when he chose to play with Stone the Crows, of whom he says, "the best
band I've played in”, Colin’s technique is formidable, but it dossn’t get in the way.
It all seems S0 easy and affective,
With one record out already, the group’s second album will be in the shops during
Saptember. Stone the Crows have already made one trip to the States, whene their
album entered the charts, "It didn’t get a bad review ampwhere”, a cheerful Maggie
confided 1o me, “And I'm sure we're banier than that on stage”, added Coln

RICK SANDERS







TASTE

Some bands make it because they have a rich manager, a good publicity husiber and
connections in the business. OK, they may still manage 1o be a good band. Oithars
just play the music they dig and plug away on the club circuit without the strength
of the maching bahind them. You can bet that they 1| deserve evenything they ever
get - it's something to do with making your own way, paying your own dues, not
having to live up 1o the handouts and daing what you believe.

Taste in its prasent form got togethar two years ago this summer. At the time, | was
working on a rock paper. While we were printing features about Cream, the Who,
Ten Years After and Flestwood Mac, suddanly an avalanche of fiercely partisan
letters began 1o arrive, telling us that Taste wearna batter than the kot of them. We must
have got 85 many about Taste as any other band.

S0, when the group’s second album, *0On the Boards', sterted to climb the chans,
the music industry, busy shaking hands with isell, was akan by surprisa. But Tasta
WErEn't @ ndw craze sensation supergroup, as anyone who'd sean their vast grass-
rools follawing anound the clubs could have told the startled bahamoth. As tha titla
of the album indicates, Taste werg all about playing live gigs and supplying the
goods, no hype.

Leader and central point of the band is Rory Gallaghar, Ho sings, plays guitar,
mouth-aorgan, alto saxophone, and writes songs. He comas from Cork. John Wikson,
from Bellast, plays drums, and Richerd MeCracken on bass is from Omagh. Though
it was "0On the Boards® that established the band, released in Jenuary (his year, iy
made one called just ‘Taste” which came out in March 1368 and sold enowgh, both
hare and in Amaerica, for it to appaar in the holy charts. . e



The trio first went 1o Amearice kst summer whan they were parl of the Blind Faith
road show, which guaranteed them a certain amount of attention. But unliks most
growpsg from Britgin, who find they have fo make drastic revisions to their pre-
sentation and material 1o fit the demands of 8 public who can pick and chooss from
hundrads of fine bands, Taste didn’t change a thing. They just went out there and
did it Audiences lapped them wp. Later this summer they'll ba retuming to tha
States, with a new album on the market by that time,
Their following is not limited o the English-speaking nations, Since their first
trivmph in Denmark in November 1968, Taste have got through a remarkable
amount of European wark, bath clubs and concers, An gttempt to explain thedr
Continental popularty sppeared 0 a Dansh paper: “There are many and imporkant
differences between Taste and the many other artists of the evening. But the most
imporiant one i the understanding of blues music's function both as an emationsl
expression and where the audience ks concemad.
“Taste do not belong to the purists and stylisis, They do not belong 1o the Intro-
gpactive solf - powing and oh, so emotional vegotables who toriure the British blues
with their despairing elegies. They belong to the few greats who have made the
blues thelr very own and their timo’s oxpression.”
What usually hoppans when a group resch the sort of levals that Taste are now at,
is that thoy are 5o exhausted by the endless hike from club to club that itv's all down
to @ couple of Amerncan tours a year 10 bring in the bread and spending the rest of
ths tima in comfortable lethargy in a suburban mansion. Not so, however, with
Gallagher, Witson and McCracken.
In a recent interview Rory said, “"Somatimes you got exhausted, waorking night after
night. But | would hate to netire 1o the country and play 8 gig a week, 8 gig a month
of @ gig @ year. like some bands.” Richard adds. ~ A few days off are nice. But after
a8 week or 50 you begin 1o wonder what to do with yvourself, and you look forwand 1o
the next gig.” Taste will keep on truckin®,

Mick Sanders

TED IRWIN

Guitarist Ted Inadn iz from Delaware and has been playing guitar all his life. The son
of a guitarist, Teddy spent more timea playing then schooling and atthe agaof 13
staried teaching the guitad, AL 16 he went on the road and worked with country ancd
wastern bands, finally ending wp in Washington D.C. whare he had the doubiul
honour of playing at those terribly trendy Presidential parties of the Lyndon Johnson
era, Ha finally surrendered after two yaars and moved to New Yok where he became
agsocinted with Jake Holmas as arrangear and guitarist, This association has
continued lorthe past five yvears during which time Toddy bas becoms the most
sought-after session guitarist in New York, playing with artists such as Richie
Havens, Doc Severinson and the top Nashville session men.
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" ONE SHTLLING

Taste v ANTONY THORNCROFT

1f only Taste wore nof [rish!
s an eicopied fact 1het Irisls
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I L OND ADVERT

Jake Holmes
Very, Very Good

NEW YORK — Polydor's
Jike Holmes ssemed io have
only two apeeds at his recant
Bitter End appearance: his
music Was very, very msad or
very, very whimsical but, in

|
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SIS T Compelling Sense of Humaor
e el e
= T oy He has & compelling, nearly
g e L e slapatlck sensa of humor as wit-
i nessed in the delightful spoof of

g U ey gl =T:';H_'-.::::;'; a love lost, “Mary Allce John-
ettt EELEESE  Sn L son” (the name has Theen ™
E_’“"‘__.ﬁ..}‘.:‘.: S e ¥ s changed to protect the Inno- a “m
g T, T cent), On the other and of the N
EUE Il TSN b gcale  was  the hittersweet o

s M - : - ] - | -

SRR Emas:  mmedmoenie' | QPjE ondeclares war
g Fash e ma s st .“.'EF..".."E:."{ L= Always intensa, mmih either
'E.ﬁ C g BN e -T-'-:".-.'r'-'- humer or _mﬂml.u.h-:-l:., Jake

Bl g m b Sew ted s ey wem Holmes was impresalve, ton, on

i T e e e s “T Live in & Sulicase Room,™

S e :F‘l_-":ﬂr—'«n—‘l;c ".H“".'i'_ Are  Youo," "..ﬁ.!'limu1 pdwor -~ - =& =
s s e e ey T B Farm" and others. Jake s de- tEIIS lt Ilh .t ls
STLIRATID IR TR . lightful and shows great
——— Sy~ o Ml promige for the future. [

—Epence Berland. lllm W“ km
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Al /  TASTE
%@C{ ¥, albums taste
taste on the boards

STONE THE CROWS
album: stone the crows
(and anew albumsoon)

JAKE HOLMES
album: jake holmes

polydor tells it like it is
..NOW you know
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