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contract with Atlantic Records and moved to
New York. Joining forces with producer Arit
M-'rf'm they released their debut album "Whole
Oates”in October of that year. "Whole Oates”
r{as:we:-;'s: ited a reaction and fusion of their past
musical experiences both separately and
together and, John adds *..seems innocent i
rl*mh,ﬂw‘nr* ne of the songs were written as

wch as 1I||l—n~m~or"~“ before, so the album Was @
collection of our best material to that point.
During that fall and winter Daryl and John
formed a live band and began their first major
tour of the country

Their second LP "Abandoned Luncheonette,

was recorded in the summer of 1973 with Arif
Mardin again producing, assisted by Chris Bond.

It was with this album that Daryl and John rLl ly
explored the potential of their R&B roots
am twlguhwhu.b intimate ballads with I?H"U ‘essive
rOCK ._1 nd electronic music “Abandone
Luncheonette” contained the hit 5ur*£:”5"- .e'r;
Lur'ﬂ which first brou ght them to national
prominence as a major force, not only as
“r'rmrr iers, but songwriters as well. Not only was

She's Gone"an el 10rmous hit by Daryl and John,
bllt their song was also recorded successfully by
|_f g RI‘.-‘-J::. and ag dl | |‘_|‘ the group I.;1H.:|rf1'
whose version made the son .F_; a major nit for the
second 1l r'."!P

In 1974, Daryl and John met fellow

Philadelphian Todd Rundgren and decided that
they would take a different musical direction.
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They contracted Rundgren to produce, engineer,  obvious that the two were attempting to explore personal lyrics, loss of innocence, and simplicity = () L
and play lead guitar on their "War Babies” LP a wider musical spectrum. The abrupt change in found in their earlier albums. H HH‘T‘“L Ir-|| H I_l II_
because they knew Todd could prodiice the musical styles between "Abandoned Daryl Hall and John Qates are representative 7| Lz
sounds they wanted at the time. Though Todd's  Luncheonette” and the harder, brasher "War of the purest form of the total creative musician- . @ -
frademarks of production on the record were Babies”was a reflection of their mental states-a singer-songwriters of the first order with the = 55
obvious, the concept of War Babies"was totally  direct result of the shift from Philadelphia to innate ability to change and refine a style ‘J D H ﬂ |i| Ir"|| ||_EE
Daryl and John's. Inspired by the collective New York living, reflective of both the times and their
eonsciousness that developed from a lifetime of After a move from Atlantic Records to RCA ervironment
TVmedia and war, as well as their personal Records in April, 1975 Baryl and John headed
reactions towards road experiences and the to LA for two months to record their fourth LB
chaosof New York City life. The sound of Simply titled "Daryl Hall and John Oates” (APLI-
“War Babies"was attributed to the common 1144) the album isat once an evolution and a
environment that all three musicians once return. The album is a consolidation,

Inhabited With "War Babies”came the develop-  sophisticated refinementand growth of three
ment of more complex moods and textures,and  albums worth of musical growing pains and
though the Ré& B streak still appeared, it was experience-and a return to the emotional and
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constant demand at recording sessions of every
musical shade, from Elton John to John Entwistle
and from Rod Stewart to Kevin Ayers.

The Chanters were born and raised -all 11
of them -in a tiny terraced house in Fulham
where Doreen, Irene and their parents still live.
What the neighbours must have thought of them
remains unanswered, but the father still plays the
drums and sings, their uncle was a drummer,
grandfather was a percussionist with the London
Philharmonic Orchestra, brother Peter is a
professional session drummer and brother
Charles plays for fun-you guessed it, drums!
That just leaves brother Alec (semi-professional
guitarist) and non-professional brothers Paul,
Michael, John and David.

THE CHANTER SISTERS

When you come from a family of nine
children,and three of your brothers are musical
(and your father, uncle and grandfather too),and
have a family name of Chanter the chances of
becoming a typist, teacher or traffic warden are
pretty remote. So you won't be surprised to learn
that Doreen and Irene Chanter have been
singing ever since they left school. What you may
be surprised to learn is that although their
names may be new to you,they are a much in
demand part of that small, select and hard-
working breed, the session singer.

Thanks in no small measure, to the stars’
Good Samaritan, Doreen and Irene are now In

Doreen managed to survive just six years
before music took over, playing electric guitars
and doing Elvis impersonations at Olympia
circus parties.

“We had a group with Irene, Peter, Alec,
Charles and me, and it lasted about three years.
Then | lost interest as we couldn' afford to go to
stage school’

In 1968 (Irene says it was 1966!) the group
(minus Peter) started again as the Chanters,
with Irene on piano and Dad as road manager,
driver and humper. The family played dances all
over the country, released a single or two for
CBS and began to build a reputation.

The Chanters lasted just over a year when
they decided to change their name to Birds of a

Feather and signed with DJM. It was at the DJM
offices that they met Elton John who was
sufficiently impressed by their sound to ask the
two girls to help him vocally on an "Aquarius”
show from London’s Festival Hall.

“Everything really started from there, she
says,and we found we were being asked to do
more and more session work-though at first we

lost a lot because we refused to work separately”
P b

The girls both agree that session singing is
very good training and enjoy a very friendly

working atmosphere. "There really is no jealousy.

We worked on David Essex’s album because

Sue and Sunny could not make the session, yet

we also worked on Sunny's single and album
Doreen'’s first solo single "Oh Darling” was

produced, as was Irene’s first effort “Cuckoo,
Cuckoo, by Roger Cook, whom the girls got to
know when working on an Alan Clarke album.
Roger also produced their debut album for
Polydor "First Flight, which was recorded late
last year at Morgan Studios, and is released in
April.

As becomes apparent when you listen to
Doreen and Irene Chanter: "We try to put every-
thing we've got into everything we do,and we've
enjoyed everything we've done.”

And before their careers are over,so will a
lot more people.



Take off on a Soundstretcher.
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THE CHANTER SISTERS
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Record rock, stagerock pubrock.Don’t
move till you’ve read Melody Maker.
We can tell you who to see, |
where to go, what to listen out g8
for. We review, preview £=2
and give you super action gA7sa :
pictures. Melody Maker is (I i \ ) 5
the thinking fan’s paper. < ; . ! THE CHﬁNTER SISTERS

Get it every week. 'I', ; as sp .I juests on tour with

Melodyl _—
Maker

Thursdays ‘\




DRRYL

" i, i =

X - %1_;

JOHN ORTES
QR

-
A

Records and Tapes




	Lesley Hawkins HO06
	Lesley Hawkins HO07
	Lesley Hawkins HO08
	Lesley Hawkins HO09
	Lesley Hawkins HO10
	Lesley Hawkins HO11
	Lesley Hawkins HO12
	Lesley Hawkins HO13
	Lesley Hawkins HO14

