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It's a strangely impotent kind of feeling, to sit here and try to come out with the riqht
words to say. For the truth is that Queen are an extraordinary band. And extraordinary
bands don’t lend themselves easily to words alone.

They look stunning, and they sound even better. Their music is as complete a fusion ‘of
inspired virtuosity and creative excellence as any rock band has yet achieved .. .. either
on record or in live performance. And their studio technique, premiered on “Queen”,
their debut album, and established by “Queen 1", their new and long-awaited second
album, puts them way, way ahead of the competition.

Queen look good and sound good, and they‘re feeling fine. It's all happening for them.
And it's happening for them very, very fast.
Just listen to this a moment:

 i5old Out’ said the sign on the door. Amazing, that an unknown {or almost) group like
Queen should sell out a gig like Imperial College. But having seen them now, | understand
why.

"Six months ago, when | last saw them, they showed promise but weren't very together.
This time they were very, very good. Their leader, Freddie Mercury, pranced around the
small stage, waving his mike both sensually and violently as they performed numbers from
their first album: most notable of which was their single, ‘Keep Yourself Alive' , and "Son
And Daughter’.

“The atmosphere in the hall was electric. The kids were with Queen all the way, _s,howing
a remarkable knowledge of the band's repertoire and greeting each number uproariously.

“The group were musically very good; their stage presence was excellent and, when you
consider that the material was all their own, it was a remarkable performance for a new
group. The material was far above average and it was obvious how hard the band worked at
entertaining by the tremendous rapport that was established.

“At the end of the set, after a couple of standard rock ‘n’ rollers to provide a fitting climax,
the audience wouldn’t let Queen go. They were forced on stage to do three encores, until
they finally had to stop — not from lack of demand, but sheer exhaustion. The funniest
moment was undoubtedly the first encore — Freddie's ‘Big Spender’ done a la Shirley
Bassey and thus outrageously camp.

“On the whole it was a very good night, and a highly creditable performance. |f Queen are
this good on the Mott The Hoople tour, Mott had better watch out. Queen could turn out
to be a bit more than a support band’’.

Now that, as far as we know, was the first live review Queen ever had. Disc's Rosemary
Horide wrote it, and the same paper ( a stroke of enlightenment, if ever we saw itl),
front-paged the band a few weeks afterwards. And the remarkable thing is that Disc's
review appeared only a brief three months ago.

So it's a measure of how quickly things have happened that Queen, already, have been voted
to the top in two music paper polls as the Best New Band of 1973/74. The Mott The
Hoople tour is now fondly-remembered history; Queen, on their first-ever series of concert
appearances, wowed the audiences, the reviewers and — a far greater achievement — Mott The
Hoople themselves {so much so that lan Hunter, who enlisted Queen’s help in providing
back-up vocals at more than one concert, invited the band to play with Mott on their next
American tour). And, in America itself, ’Queen”, with sales in excess (so far) of 130,000
copies, went straight into the US album charts with a ‘bullet’ — a rare achievement for a
brand-new British band.

People are already talking about the ‘“‘Queen” sound . ... and Brian May’s guitar is well
on its way to carving a substantial niche for itself in the annals of rock ‘n’ roll legend.
Queen, not to put too fine a point on it, are an their way.

Freddie Mercury is the lead singer, Brian May the guitarist. Roger Taylor handles drums and
percussion, and Deacon John plays bass. Freddie, Brian and Roger provide the vocals that
are so much a part of Queen’s music; overlay after overlay of impeccable, soaring harmony.

They grew out of a band called Smile, an outfit Brian and Roger paid their dues in through
the last years of the sixties. Smile never quite happened, but the roots of Queen were planted
there.

Brian and Roger met up with Freddie a little while later. They were all at college (Brian’s got
a brace of PhD's in infra-red astronomy; Freddie's a qualified fashion designer; John's got an
honours degree in electronics . ... But all that's a little beside the point), and they talked
together of forming a band.







They knew that it was to be a very special kind of band, to write and play for the highest stakes
going. There were to be no compromises and no short cuts on their inevitable way to musical
excellence. That's why they took their time to find Deacon John, and why they took their time
playing out-of-town gigs around the provincial circuits, to polish their music to perfection.

Around the beginning of last summer, they knew that the time was right. They had a debut
album and single already laid down for Trident Productions, and the next two albums were
already written. They had a stage act all of their own — a presence about them — and they knew
just where they were heading. “Queen’’ and the single from it, “Keep Yourself Alive’, was released
last summer to rave reviews and unqualified praise. The material was already a year old, but

good enough to move ‘Melody Maker’ to call them “amazing’” and ‘New Musical Express’ to say
“'If these guys look just half as good as they sound, they could be huge”. Queen, the Monster to
be, were rolling at last . ...

But they're not the kind of band to rest on reputation alone. “Queen" was barely a few weeks
old when they went into the studios — Trident again — to start work on their second album.
The result, produced by Roy Baker with a little help from Robin Cable, is released in mid-March
... . and their second single, ‘The Seven Seas Of Rhye’, released on February 25th, has already
been premiered on ‘Top Of The Pops'.

“Queen |1"", by any token, is a classic album . ... a unigue cameo of everything that rock music
has ever fought to achieve. There's no conception of ‘Side 1’ or'Side 2'; the album, instead,
features a ‘Black’ side and a “White’ side — the other way around, if you like — as two halves of a
total concept. Brian and Roger wrote the ‘White’ side, and Freddie the ‘Black’ side; beyond
that, the album stands as it was always intended to do, as an entirety. To describe it would be a
futile exercise. Hear it, for to miss out on “Queen 11" would be to miss-one of the most
important albums that rock music, as a creative medium, has yet seen realised.

It's partly to preview the album, and partly to say “thanks’ to their fast-growing British following,
that Queen embark in March on their first-ever British concert tour. The tour climaxes at the
London Rainbow Theatre on March 31st . ... Queen’s first London appearance in their own
right since they played that decisive Imperial College concert at the end of last year.

Queen, more so than any other band to surface in recent months, have that unique something
that goes under the name of "“Star Quality” and it would be a lie to fall into the trap of false
modesty to say any different. Somewhere inside them and their music, a potential legend is
stirring. It's still early days yet, but already you feel it in everything they do.

The evidence is there in ""Queen [1"". Be quite sure, Queen are set for the big, big time. And
nothing — but nothing — is big enough to stop them.
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