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MESSAGE FROM ALDERMAN J. R. BALMER. 1P CHAIRMAN, CENTRAL COMMIT TEE

| “ g behalf of The Birmingham Mail Chrisimas Tree Fund 1 should like o hank
FFUJ‘HHI. prresent L8 Productions Eod, for so kindly srvanging this Corcerd in ofd of il Feeaed,

Birmingham’s leading Concert and Dance Promoters

W Thore lx no doebt thor the Fiamd v mecting @ need of oo eversincreasiug nurnder of

ol folk. Christmay iy @ seavon when we remember our frienas aned relations by sending

presents or cards and we all like te receive these tokens of love and friendship.  Can vou

imnagine pourself this Christmas not receiving either @ cavd or o @ift, e o o calliing o see

A L l-l N l. G “ T vou? I anr afraid that if The Birmingham Mail Chistiax Tree Fund did not exist that
would be the position of many old folk in Birmbegh aned Digieiel,  Your presence here

ra-might is therefore very much apprecioted, at you are agsisfing the Fund ro hrine Famphine s
for vamy old folk during the coming Fearive Season.”

JAZZBAND BALL

The Birmimgham Mafl Christmas Tree Fund, now in its 7éth year, had very small begiminngs

It was started in 1889 to give dolls and toys 1o the poor children in the hospatals of the City, and

then warm-hearted Birmingham people saw in the Fund a chance to help many more children of

the back strects who often walked in rags and without shoes, even in winter. Swhscribers knew

N that every penny they gave would go to the needy. and that there would be * no red tape ™ or
] expenses deducted,

x To-day the older people need more help than the children, and each winter the Fund recedves
Frida}-. |&th .]HT‘-IUHI'}" [96R3 thousands of applications from Old Age Fensioners living alone and from widows with yvoung
children. As long as the need for such work exists, the Christmas Tree Fund appeals for support
on behall of those old and needy people and young children who, through no fault of their own,

AT would find Christmas-time so difficult and dreary without the Fund,

Last year the Fund distributed—

BIRMINGHAM TOWN HALL TO OLD PEOPLE AND NEEDY FAMILIES

Cast Grants—Over 13,100 people benefited from gifts of 10/- each
Coal Yourners—8&, 191 distnbuted, each representing 9/- value.

11 pm., to 7 a.m. Tia— 6,500 quarter-pound packets of ten were distributed.
¥ Tiekuty: 130 04, KnNer-R UGS — 135 rugs issued 1o old people in particularly needy circumstances,
TO CHILDREN

Boirrs aND SHois—23.277 chilidren from families 10 poar circumstances were
given boots or shoes and socks.

Sopind. ParTIES—Cver 78,500 children in schools or institulions were present
at Christmas parties helped by the Fund

This year the Fand is planning to give away
Dance and Listen Lo Casti Grants totalling £9,000,
Fumn Voucners totalling £3,250.
Tia to the valus of EX50,

BOB WALLIS and his STOREYVILLE JAZZMEN KsEr-Rus in cases of specml hardship,

Chver 3,000 pairs of BooTs o SHES and SCKS

DICK CHARLESWORTH and his CITY GENTS A R e Yaua] o LN



KEAMY EBALL'S JAZIMEN MIKE COTTON'S JAZZIMEN

KENNY BALL b g e it Trumper - &

JOHN BENNETT .. A 41t X Trombone AR EXTRDRIR . - - trmpayotes
JOHNNY BEECHAM .. .. ..  {rombone

DAVE JONES .. .. .. .. Clarinet S
JOHNNY CROCKER .. .. .. Clarinet

¢ PADDY LIGHTFOOT .. .. .. .. Bamjio /™ ~

STU MORRISON o ee .. Bamo A0

RON BOWDEN .. .. .. .. ..Dums ¥ ;
CONWAY SMITH T I, =5 Boxx

VICPITT .. .. .. .. .. .. BasH I IIMMY GARFORTH .. .. ..  Drums 3 Ty

RON WEATHERBURN .. .. .. .. Piano & DAVE ROEBERRY .. .. ..  Piano 2

The Band will play selected mumbers from the following :-

The Band will play selected numbers from the following :-
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KEAMNY BALL

s meeting with Kenny Ball is as stimutating as the moess he playvs.  Just as his noles exude a
supreme confidence, Kenny can discuss jazz with a supreme authority.

But whereas jazz, particelarly * Trad.” 1% essentially an extravert music, the mapor change
from music 1o conversation with Kenny is that he is not given 1o idle boasts.  Far from . Kenny
has fame. He olso possesses the rare menit of humility, Fe is too realistec to underestinte s
own talents, bot i the some me he 15 sencergly modest

He would, when vou sit down to talk jarze with him, much prefer (o discuss the talenis of such
people a5 Louis Armstrong or that other great favourite of his. Henry ™ Red ™ Allen

Prompt him 1o wik about his own alents and he wall shrog: * Peeoshall got- g o to |-c':|||'.
Dad.” At this stage, | should add that with Kenny, evervone hecomes * Dad "—even members
of the furrer sex

Fell him that othoer muosicins can find o lot to leam from him, and pgain he will shrug. This
time the chances are hie will reply: “ 1 wish them well.  Jasz iz only a8 pood as the musicinns whes
play .

Fortumately Tor us to-nighl, Kenny Ball has been plang consistently good jazz ever singe
he first hit the musical headlimes

To-day. the Kenny Ball Jarrmen swing from the highest bough of the British * Trad & treg

bt their jaze gocs deep down to the roots.

Born in lford on May 220d, 1931, Kenny —the youngest of a family of nve children—hrst
became interested tn ez &5 a tocnager

With some of hiz Triends, he decided to form & band. What made Britmn's top jazs Lrum peted
inke up this instrument? No other rezson than that the band lacked a trumpeter

Before long, the band fell apart,  Some of the members lost nterest wnd dnfted away; others
found the techniealities of music too difficult and demanding.

But not the young Kenny Ball He had been bitten. Music was i part of him

He gained valuable experience by joining local dance bands

Then carme a spell with the then semi-professional Charlie Galbraith Band.  Kenny improved
out of all recognition. Kenny the jarzman was developmg.  When Freddy Randall—a name held
in greal respect by those who recall the early days of the jazr revivitl-—was forced to quit playing
for a Tew days because of a sore lip, Kenny Hall was his automatic chaice as depaty.

At this time, Kenny was working in an advertising agency, but he had aiready given some
thought about uming professicnal

The thought becume fact when Sid Phillips invited him o ake over the trumpet chair in this
famous Hitle group

Kenny's ape thenT Just 21, He siaved with the Sl Phillips Band for two years, featured as
both trumpet soloist and singer.

From the Phillips Band he moved over to the gger Enc Dedaney Chrehesira, playing dance
dintes gx well as jarr engagemenis:

Later he returned 1o the Phillips fold for a while, and then began a kengthy engagement with the
Terry Lightfoot MNew Orleans Jazemen

By this time. Kenny Ball’s name was beginning 1o siand out in jaze circles and he decided in
|95 |'_r|_|1 the time was npe lor lnm to form has own Eroum,

Two of the personalities who were impressed by, and helped to exploit, the potential of this
mew hand were compere-produce Brian Matthew and Lonme Donegan

After one appearance on the B.B.Cs popular * Easy Beat,” Brian was so captivaled by the
b s |-..|_--.|'. srmamce that he inviied them o became the r.'-.l-.l_l."-ll froup on il PIOZELMLe :

Lonnie Donegan singhed the hand owl for stardom the [t time he |Il.'drl.|.[||.'.'|'|'l. ** With I_|1l."
right handling,™ he said, ™ this group could easily become one of the best trad bands in Britain

How right Lonnie was!

But Lonnie did more thon just make predictions.  He gave the hand o big helping hand in a
practical way,  He signed them up for his ATV, * Putting on the Donegan ™ progrummes and also
played his part in arrenging a record contract for them quite apari from featunng the group
on one of hE own records

Phe Kenny Ball Jazemen’s first record wos ™ Teddy Bear's Pacme,” [0 hoversd on the brink
of the chitrts for some time, but it did not quite make the grde

But thiz form ol brinkmanship was ndded EEpErIence I he Band & next pecord plung-:-.l them
straight into the Top Ten. The tithe? * Samantha.™

This was the first in 4 long succession of hit records.  Kenny Ball was * on the ball.”

To-night, with his music, we can *“ have a ball ® and at the same nme help a worthy cawse
The H.'r.'rl.'.lrg.:nln.'r.'r Wt Christmas Tree Fund,

Jarz, it has often been said, 5 essentinlly music Tor the young. 1 have never nccepted this
Bast to-might, whatever your age, lake extra comfon from the thought that by enjoying yourselves
here vou are helping to bring a betier Christmas (o the aged and needy of the ity,

KENNY BALL

ik

JOHN BENNETT

Trombone
FYE Recarging i
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